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Building roots: Growing your forever home

BY ABBY JOHNSON

The house has always been
a keystone of the American
Dream. Regardless of origin,
class, or creed, our homes
have a tremendous influ-
ence on our lives. It comes
as no surprise, then, that
some aspiring homeowners
aren’t content to pick from
the existing houses made for
someone else.

Unable to resist the allure
of building their dreams
from the ground up, some
resolve to construct their
home brick by brick. To oth-
ers, the prospect is daunting.
Wading through a sea of or-
dinances reaching for per-
mits all to turn an empty lot
into alaunch pad for... what?
A ranch? Split level? Do you
want granite countertops or
marble floors? Where do you
start? How long will it take?

Is it worth the trouble?

Martha McCartney, for
her part, seems to think so.
“It was marvelous! I had a
really good experience,” she
says of her time building her
home in Mathews, even in
the midst of the pandemic
when supply chains ground
to a snail’s pace.

It all started with the in-
terstate. When the highway
went in near her previous
home near Williamsburg,
the community began to out-
grow her. The community
she lived in since she mar-
ried was at once bigger and
smaller. There were more
people, sure, but the arrival
of gated communities made
this influx of newcomers too
insulated to retain the home-
town feel McCartney had so
valued.

After some discussion
with her husband, they de-
cided it was time to move to

Mathews County full-time,
building on a lot she had
purchased years ago as an
investment. Once commit-
ted, McCartney wasted no
time in gathering newspaper
clips, magazine cutouts, and
several pieces of inspiration
to solidify her own home de-
sign.

Don’t be afraid to be picky
when it comes to your
house. It’s all part of the fun
for your contractor and at
the end of the day, they want
you to be happy with their
work. McCartney Kknew
what she wanted and how to
ask for it. “I started asking
about good builders and Jim
Miller’s name came up,” she
explained.

Miller is a Class A build-
ing contractor who’s been
in the game since 1976. “He
didn’t think I was a crazy
old lady when I gave him a
picture and gave him my
sketch.” Contrary to her
concerns, Miller appreci-
ated her preparation. He
explained that the physical
construction of a house can
take around “six to eight
months, depending on the
house and how much the
homeowner has planned.
Mrs. Aschman (McCart-
ney) for example was quite
easy to work with and very
decisive,” he said.

Miller reiterated that one
of the biggest barriers to
construction is a lack of di-
rection.

Thankfully, that process
is much more manageable
than it first appears, even if
you don’t have a vacant lot
in your back pocket. It all
starts with looking for the
right property. While it’s
possible to have a complete
house design in hand before
signing on your lot, it’s a bit

risky to bank on it without
knowing what your land is
capable of supporting.

In both Mathews and
Gloucester counties, the

well and septic capabilities
of your property are major
factors to consider when
buying a lot. Fortunately,
the ubiquity of these re-
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quirements means there’s a
good chance that the seller
has already looked into it.

SEE FOREVER HOME, PAGE 3C
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2)

“No one’s going to buy a
home without a cert,” said
Martin Bridges of Hogge
Real Estate. “Your land is
worth nothing if you can’t
put a septic tank on it unless
you have city sewage and
there’s very little of that in
Gloucester.”

The extra expense of get-
ting the land evaluated for
construction can have an
impact on both your budget
and your timeline. There’s
a study period of anywhere
from 30 to 60 days, depend-

ing on the complexity of
the property. Still, having
your heart set on a piece of
land that doesn’t have the
necessary clearances is an
obstacle you can overcome
by heading to the building
office. There’s information
available to you online at
each county’s Planning
and Zoning websites, both
of which feature the build-
ing ordinances with the re-
quired information and per-
mit applications.

If all of the legal jargon
is still a bit too tangled for
you, the building offices are

Trudy's

Portable Tollets, Inc.

Keeping it clean while
remodeling or building
your home!

804-725-1001

a great resource. “We'’re
here to help the citizens of
Mathews County. If you
have any questions please
feel free to get in touch with
us by calling us or emailing
us or just stopping in,” as-
sured Bobby Andrade, Di-
rector of Planning and Zon-
ing in Mathews.

In spite of what one might
expect from a government
office, Planning and Zoning
tries to get their permits out
as quickly as possible. Your

GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL ~ 3€

FOREVER HOME: finaing the right property

wait time may vary depend-
ing on the complexity of the
project, but some simpler
plans can get approved in
days. Still, people should
be prepared to wait up to 60
days for their plans to be ap-
proved.

Once their permits are in
hand, new homeowners sel-
dom build alone; there are
contractors ready and will-
ing to provide you with the
information, and helping
hands, for what you need.

New technology has made
house design more acces-
sible than ever, providing
a much clearer picture of
what the house will look like
at the end of the process.
“There’s a lot of great de-
signers that will be able to
take your home, put it on
paper, see it digitally, see
it 3D. That’s the benefit we
have today; you can put this
house on there and it will

SEE FOREVER HOME, PAGE 4C
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FOREVER
HOME:

(reating a

design plan

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3()
look 99 percent like what it’s
going to when it’s done,” ex-
plained Kenny Harris, proj-
ect manager over at Zandler
Development.

All that said, technology is
something of a double-edged
sword to contractors. “The
new age of Pinterest and
Wayfair has given people

SEE FOREVER HOME, PAGE 5C
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Martin Bridges, Richard Hicks and Linda Collier provide tips on how to create your dream home, from start to finish.
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FOREVER HOME: (/ear communication is key

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4C)

endless opportunities so get-
ting decisions made is some-
times difficult,” Miller said
when asked about the chal-
lenges he faces at work.

Above all, a clear design
plan is a homeowner’s great-
est asset when starting con-
struction, as most issues
arise when the building
doesn’t look the way clients
thought, or if they’'ve put off
making crucial decisions
about materials and appli-
ances.

McCartney took full ad-
vantage of the control she
had over her floor plan.
During the planning pro-
cess, she made sure to ac-
count for the possibility of a
wheelchair as her husband’s
arthritis worsens. She also
made sure her new office
had a supply closet large
enough to accommodate the
materials for her research
work. This was an exciting
change from her home in
upper York County, where
her previous storage space
lacked the insulation needed
to keep out the summer heat
and the winter chill, both
of which she had to brave
frequently as her work de-
manded.

Across the board, a com-
mon theme among advice

given to the aspiring home-
owner was to be as clear as
possible when communicat-
ing your preferences and
requests. To that end, don’t
be afraid to take your time
when looking through op-
tions. You have all the time
you want to consider what
you want before signing con-
tracts, so take full advantage
of it.

Including permits, design,
and construction, home-
owners should pencil out at
least 12 to 18 months for the
completion of their house,
as well as make allowances
for delays. In a post-COVID
world, supply lines haven’t
fully recovered and some
building materials can ar-
rive late to their destination
or not at all.

Despite the frustrations
surrounding building ma-
terials and the ongoing cri-
sis, there’s some optimism
surrounding the housing
market. Contractors are
confident that people young
and old are just as capable of
building a home today than
they were in the past; it’s a
matter of settling in to the
new normal.

Building a house of your
own is at once a gratifying
and daunting task that re-
quires both flexibility and
meticulous planning. Above

GAZETTE

See us on
Facebook

-JOURNAL

all, it’s an undertaking that
requires extensive consid-
eration, patience and deter-
mination before execution.

thinking about it.

The clearer your day-
dreams are, the easier they
are to realize.

Even if building a home is
a long-term goal for you,
years if not decades ahead,
it’s never too early to start
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Inn at Tabbs Creek
undergoing extensive
facelift

BY SHERRY HAMILTON

The Inn at Tabbs Creek
changed hands in December
and is now undergoing an
extensive facelift in prepa-
ration for a grand reopening
in May, just in time for the
annual Tour de Chesapeake
on May 17.

Located at Port Haywood,
the inn sits on Tabbs Creek,
with a view out to the East
River and handy access to
the Mobjack Bay.

New owners Sherry and
Ridge Crewss and inn man-
ager Sara Goode have been
“in total restoration mode”
for months as they upgrade
the Kitchen with all-new
appliances, a new water
filtration system, and re-
furbished cabinetry; install
remote-controlled electric
fireplaces in every room,;
and modernize the bath-
rooms with bright, natural
tones, walk-in showers, and
heated floors.

“A lot of stuff is happen-
ing right now behind the
scenes,” said Sherry Crewss.
“It’s changing every day.”

The addition of a new
whole-house generator
will ensure that guests are
always comfortable, said
Crewss, and upgraded Wi-Fi
with “exponentially high-
er capability” will Kkeep
everyone connected at the
same fast speed. As an add-
ed touch, the swimming
pool will be heated, with a
pergola installed over part
of it to give it a hot-springs
feel. “Youw’ll be submerged
in warm water,” she said,

“but the weather will be cool
around you.” When guests
return from the pool to the
main house, they’ll be able
to shower off in the cabana
bath just inside the entry.

Crewss said the idea is
to make The Inn at Tabbs
Creek more of a destination,
with amenities that allow
people to come in the typical
off-season months, “to make
it a warm, cozy place.”

To that end, the former li-
brary will now be a morning
room, said Crewss, still with

SEE TABBS CREEK, PAGE 7C
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The Inn at Tabbs Creek is undergoing an extensive facelift after its sale in December. Shown, from left, are inn manager
Sara Goode and new owners Ridge and Sherry Crewss, who purchased the property from Greg and Lori Dusenberry.
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Ridge Crewss installs stone tiles to the fireplace wall in the newly-designated
Morning Room of the inn.
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6C)

books for guests to browse,
but more open feeling, and
the gathering room, with its
large gas fireplace and huge
center island for buffets and
coffee service, will now in-
clude a wine fridge, treat
freezer, and microwave/
convection oven for late-
night ramblings.

Aback porch off the former
Pub Room, now renamed the
Cigar Room, will be enclosed
to make it a “three-season
room” where smoking will
be allowed and oak barrels
will hold complimentary
bourbon and whiskey, said
Crewss. The bright dining
room, with windows lining
two walls, will still have its
large dining table, designed
to seat anyone who stays for
breakfast.

The guest rooms in the
main house will all have
neutral colors that make
them very similar to each
other, said Crewss, but they
will be individualized with
different colored accents.
The garden suites, located
across the lawn from the

GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL 7€

TABBS CREEK: Renovations begin

main house, will be redeco-
rated in botanical colors to
make them look more serene
and spa-like, and the exteri-
or is going to get all-new sid-
ing, shutters, and lighting.
Among the things that
won’t change, said Crewss,
are the original hardwood
floors, doors, and hardware;
a butler’s pantry with its
original shelves and glass
doors; and the historical
feel of the c. 1830 structure.
She said she’s been going
through storage and finding
older pieces that had been
removed and pulling some

of them in for reuse.

“It’s a mess right now,”
she said, “but we’re working
seven days a week because
we’re under time constraints
and want to make our guests
happy.”

Most of the people who al-
ready had reservations be-
fore the sale of the inn were
accommodated in spite of the
renovations, said Crewss,
and most of the remaining
ones are being rescheduled.

“They’ve all been super
sweet about it,” she said.

SEE TABBS CREEK, PAGE 8C

Real Estate Settlements

304-210-1354

7307 Martin Street
Gloucester, Virginia 23061
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Sara Goode (left) and Sherry Crewss examine several different curtain rods purchased as samples to determine which will
go best with the inn’s new décor.
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TABBS CREEK:
Changes on the horizon

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7€)

Manager Sara Goode is a
longtime employee of The
Inn at Tabbs Creek, with a
cumulative 10 years there
that includes a stint as a

TUNE-UP SPECIAL

housekeeper. A Mathews
resident for many years, she
now lives in Urbanna. She
said she loves working at the
inn.

SEE TABBS CREEK, PAGE 9C
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Sherry Crewss shows a piece of aged décor she found in storage that she’s think-

ing of restoring for use in the inn.

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8C)

“It’s pretty special out
here,” she said. “It’s a gor-
geous piece of property.”

Crewss said she and her
husband were longtime

GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL ~ 9€

TABBS CREEK: [ife in Port Haywood

Florida residents who inher-
ited a boutique hotel in Hol-
lywood, Calif., that was 125
steps from the ocean and op-
erated it for almost 15 years.
It kept getting flooded, so
they decided to retire and

move to Georgia.

“But we were bored out of
our minds,” she said.

They decided to go back to
working in the hospitality

SEE TABBS CREEK, PAGE 10C

SHERRY HAMILTON / GAZETTE-JOURNAL
Al of the bathrooms in the main
house of the Inn at Tabbs Creek are
being upgraded to have heated floors
and modern walk-in showers.
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SHERRY HAMILTON / GAZETTE-JOURNAL
The large center island in the inn’s central gathering space is being used as the
depository for newly-purchased items, samples, tools, paint cans, and anything
else while renovations are underway. The island itself will be outfitted with un-
der-counter wine and treat refrigerators for guests looking for a little something
extra.

SHERRY HAMILTON / GAZETTE-JOURNAL
The large fireplace in the inn’s gathering room has been outfitted with gas logs,
as have all of the other downstairs fireplaces. It will provide cozy warmth during
chilly nights.
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TABBS CREEK: Hospitality experts

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9C)

industry and started looking
at bed and breakfasts across
the country, visiting seven
or eight of them along the
East Coast and out farther

west.

“We saw this for sale and
stayed here twice without
saying we were interested
in buying it,” said Crewss.
“We Kkept looking, but this
is the one we kept coming

back to. We fell in love with
it, and now we’re no longer
retired—or bored.”

Crewss said her husband
Ridge was concerned about

SEE TABBS CREEK, PAGE 11C
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TABBS CREEK:
Excited to welcome quests

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 100)

the possibility of flooding
and snow in Mathews, but
she assured him it hadn’t
flooded or snowed in years.

“Then five days later, it
snowed,” she said, laugh-
ing. “It’s been one of Virgin-
ia’s coldest winters. But it’s
made us love it even more
to wake up with the river
covered in a sheet of ice and
a bald eagle walking on the
ice.”

Crewss said plans for
the inn continue to evolve

as they hear from people
who’ve been guests.

“We want people to feel
they can stay here,” she
said. “They can read, eat,
paddle, swim, fish, kayak,
but we’re adding Mobi Mats
to the kayak launch for eas-
ier accessibility, and we’re
buying fishing kayaks that
hold gear and that you can
steer with your feet or your
hands. Because that’s what
guests asked for, and we
want to make our guests

happy.”

PHOTO BY SARA GOODE

The inn’s swimming pool is receiving a facelift, as well, and will transition to a
heated pool partially covered by a pergola to create a hot-springs feel.
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Keeping history alive for a quarter of a century

BY ABBY JOHNSON It can seem, to the skep-

tic, like a Sisyphean task,
looking for knowledge that
will never be truly complete,
facts impossible to verify
with absolute certainty.

The past often feels out of
reach due to the sheer vol-
ume of unknowns involved
in the study of history.

For the Fairfield Foun-
dation, there’s more to the
field of archaeology than the
pursuit of information. A
strong sense of community
has grown from the remains

of old houses and their bur-
ied bricks. Gloucester and
Mathews are steeped in his-
tories big and small, and as
the Fairfield Foundation
approaches its 25th anniver-

sary, it’s high time to take a
look at how the project has
evolved and grown over the
years.

SEE FAIRFIELD, PAGE 14C

The Fairfield crew of professional archaeologists, interns, and volunteers gathe
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rin front of the CAPE building for a group

photo. The Center for Archaeology, Preservation and Education has served as a hub for the foundation’s administration
and research since its restoration, which began in 2010 and ended in 2018. Shown here are, from left, Anna Rhodes,
Nancy Rubin, Dave Brown, Jackson Stubbs, Evan Cabral, Thane Harpole and, in back, Nathaniel Glasgow.
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FAIRFIELD: Local history

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13C)

The first of its kind in the
state of Virginia, Fairfield
Archaeology Park stands
as the site the foundation
was built on. Thane Harpole
and Dave Brown developed
an interest in the ruins of
Fairfield plantation during
previous trips exploring the
county. Shortly after they
graduated, they came into
contact with Harry Wason,
who wanted to create a pro-
gram centered around the
Gloucester community on
its 350th anniversary.

While not completely un-
known to the archaeology

community, Fairfield re-
mained largely untouched
since the 1960s, making the
property an ideal candidate
for a brand-new initiative.
The house became the focal
point of their excavation ef-
forts and public outreach for
years, but the foundation’s
work has now extended to
several other properties.
Today the Fairfield Foun-
dation can be found in a re-
vived gas station on the cor-
ner of Main Street and John
Clayton Memorial Highway.
After years of disrepair,
Edge Hill Service Station

SEE FAIRFIELD, PAGE 15C
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The Fairfield Foundation’s
LabNights allow volunteers
to sift their hands through
artifacts and uncover bits
of history such as glass,
nails, and ceramic shards.
Too fragile for cleaning
agents, volunteers clean
with only a toothbrush and
water. Nancy Rubin, Ma-
son Patrick and Nathaniel
Glasgow, from left, take
part in a recent Lab Night
program at the Center for
Archaeology, Preservation
and Education (CAPE) in
Gloucester.

READY FOR SPRING CLEANING? WE CAN HELP!
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FAIRFIELD:
Preserving the past

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14C)

had become something of
an eyesore to the people of
Gloucester, many of whom
wanted to tear it down in
hopes of a cleaner Main
Street. Knowing the histor-
ic value of the property, the
foundation was asked to find
a purpose for the building
that would allow it to stand
in a semblance of its original
form while also serving the

community.

Working out of the
Rosewell Visitor Center at
the time, it became clear af-
ter some deliberation that
the station would make a
fine headquarters for the
growing foundation. By 2018,
the Center for Archaeology,
Preservation and Education
was a hub for various out-
reach efforts, such as their

SEE FAIRFIELD, PAGE 16C
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15C)

Volunteer Lab Nights and
Artifact Wash Days, both of
which can be found on their
events page.

Shortly after moving into
their new headquarters,
Fairfield took up the Tim-
berneck house in Machico-
moco State Park. Built in
the 1790s, the property was
passed down in the Catlett

GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL

FAIRFIELD: Volunteers key to operation

family and came into the
hands of the foundation in
2019. “It started off with a
little bit of grant money and
a whole lot of sweat equity
by a lot of really great vol-
unteers,” said Lori Jackson
Black, project manager for
Timberneck in addition to
being a board member of the
foundation. While not quite
as large as some of the other
properties in the foundation,

the house stands out among
them by still standing.

As the only plantation
house in its portfolio that
hasn’t burned down, Tim-
berneck now serves as a
venue for community events
of all kinds. Another distinc-
tion the site has is the vol-
unteer work geared not only
for preservation but resto-
ration as well. The founda-
tion hopes to take advantage

of the intact nature of the
house by creating a place for
guests to stay the night, with
one of the rooms currently
being modified to serve as a
wheelchair accessible suite.

Timberneck also stands
as a demonstration of the
volunteers’ dedication to ac-
curacy. Work on the house
adheres as close to the origi-
nal construction methods as
possible. From paint match-

THURSDAY APRIL 17, 2025

ing to sealing the floors with
wax on their hands and
knees, no effort is spared
in bringing this house back
to its original glory. Read-
ers can hope with extreme
caution that work might be
completed sometime around
2026.

Over the years, the Fair-
field Foundation has inher-

SEE FAIRFIELD, PAGE 17C

Reservations now being taken for Phase 2

which includes, single family, duplex and townhome condominiums
For more information call
James Meade at 757-220-2874 or visit westvillelanding.com
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FAIRFIELD: Walter Reed's Birthplace holds historical significance

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16() but Reed’s revolutionary field (a U.S. Army physician firmed that yellow fever is

ited some responsibilities contributions to the medical who led the team that con- spread by a particular mos- SEE FAIRFIELD, PAGE 19C
from previous historical
societies and organizations,
most notably the Associa-
tion for the Preservation of
Virginia Antiquities (now
Preservation Virginia),
which was involved with
Walter Reed’s Birthplace be-
fore signing the correspond-
ing responsibilities over to
Fairfield. At first glance,
the little house down in Bel-
roi may strike onlookers as
unassuming, though not
without its charms. Walter
Reed’s Birthplace consists of
three little rooms and a gar-
den.

It’s not the building itself,

WILLIAM J. MEAGHER, INC.

Certified Professional Soil Scientist
Certified Wetland Delineator
Soil and Environmental Consultant

PO. Box 950
240 Main Street FREE '
Mathews, VA 23109 Consultation!

Soil Evaluation for Sewage Disposal

Septic System Design & Maintenance

Shrink Swell Testing

Shore Erosion Control Permitting Alternative System Design
35 Years of Experience
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Rosewell before the 1916 fire that ruined the Page family’s colonial home, ren-

dering it unliveable.

FAIRFIELD: Rosewell
Ruins among sites

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17C)

quito species rather than
direct contact) that make
his childhood home a site of
historical significance. The
property stands as a testa-
ment to the community’s
dedication to preserving
their heritage and the land
around it.

Fairfield Foundation had
worked on the site since
2004 in cooperation with
the Gloucester Preservation
Foundation, though Fair-
field was later named a suc-
cessor organization in 2020.
The site’s value in the com-
munity became clear when
the town came together to

purchase the land around
the house, preventing the
surrounding lots from being
developed. The conservation
easement ensures that the
site and its surroundings
will remain as close to its
original landscape as possi-
ble.

The ruins of Rosewell are
the latest addition to the
foundation, though indi-
rectly. While the ownership
still falls to the Gloucester
Historical Society, Fairfield
manages site operations.
The foundation was already
familiar with the property,

SEE FAIRFIELD, PAGE 20C
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While out on Historic Garden Week tours in the Northern Neck on April 30, stop
by 2-4 p.m. for a bonus and free tour of RWC’s beautiful homes and picturesque
gardens. We'll even serve you some tea and refreshments while you are here!

RWC is a lifecare community offering apartments, cottages and stand-alone homes on 165 beautiful acres
in the charming town of Irvington.

Rappahannock

Westminster-Canterbury

A Continuing Care Community

132 Lancaster Drive, Irvington, Virginia 22480
804-438-4000 | info@rw-c.org | www.rw-c.org
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FAIRFIELD: Rosewell site transition

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19¢) foundation’s headquarters, Fairfield’s purview.
with artifacts they collected The Rosewell Foundation
having performed archae- being examined and pro- consulted the foundation
ology work on the site long cessed in one of the side post-pandemic on transi-
before. The Visitor Center rooms. Now, management
once served as the fledgling of the property falls under SEE FAIRFIELD, PAGE 23C

ABBY JOHNSON / GAZETTE-JOURNAL
Tom Karow adds a wall to one of the downstairs rooms at Timberneck. These
modifications will result in a suite capable of hosting wheelchair users, includ-
ing a bathroom large enough to fit mobility aids comfortably.

SBH Specialty Stone & Supply, Inc.

1314 Buckley Hall Road, Dutton ® (804) 725-3232
See us for all your landscape needs!
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#57 Pea Gravel
#68 #57 Natural
Crush R Run #57 Cracked
Dust Clean "
#3 Grey stone Crush R Run

#1 Grey stone #78 Cracked
A-1 Rip Rap

) White Stone

Gabion Pea Gravel
Sand #57 Natural

Road Dirt (Coming Soon)

Compost with Soil Builder

Muich - Grass Seed ° Straw Blankets « Bagged Stone
Palletized Stone - Loose Gravel  Drain Pipe

Open Mon. — Sat. 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

The Latest Security Solutions
Safeguard your Home Today!

Commercial & Residential - Fire Alarm & Burglar Alarm Systems
IP, Hybrid and Analog Cameras - Access Control - Medical Alert
Central Vac - Intercom

301-463-2371 ]

Hayes, VA 23072
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GUN SMITH SERVICES NOW AVAILABLE

3530 George Washington Memorial Hwy., Hayes, VA
804-642-9763 brandy@hunters-heaven.com
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FAIRFIELD: txcavating excitement

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 200)
tioning its preservation
efforts into a modern ap-
proach. “If you have a great
thing but you don’t have the
people in there sometimes

you taper off,” said Tom
Karow. Because Rosewell
was inherited by the Fair-
field Foundation long after
its preservation efforts went
underway, there are a few

A women-centered studio in Hayes
Offering:
Yoga, Fitness, Tai Chi
Massage Therapy & Life Coaching

Realtor®
804-832-4720

We are here for all your
Real Estate Needs!

Elissa Sage  Leanne Hester Randi Snyder

804-694-7427
11801 Canon Bonlevard, Suite 100, Newport News, 174 23606

Realtor® Realtor®

757-593-5477

| GAZETTE

-JOURNAL ‘

See us on Facebook

more amenities available for
guests, including an exhibit
and gift shop.

The foundation’s reach ex-
tends beyond properties in
their name. A testament to
its growth, the foundation
now serves as a resource for
other historical organiza-
tions in both excavation and
exhibition work. Both the
Abingdon Episcopal Church
and King William Court-
house have hosted volun-
teers for dig sites. Abingdon
is one of the oldest colonial
churches in Virginia and
the second (rumored third)
structure built on the prop-
erty.

The Fairfield Foundation
has been searching for de-
tails about the first church
built on the land after a fall-
en tree revealed old brick-
work. The foundation’s lat-
est excavations have been
examining the land around
King William Courthouse,
many of the recovered ar-
tifacts showing signs of the
fire.

While their research re-
mains fixed on the past,
their methods are evolving
with the modern age. The
Fairfield Foundation’s web-
site includes many online
exhibits where visitors can
browse through photos, 3D
models, and descriptions of
the many artifacts found in
their excavations. Using to-
day’s technology to create
online exhibits that people
can participate from any-
where in the world is just
one way Fairfield connects
with the public.

A more hands-on opportu-
nity for participation exists
in bi-monthly Lab Nights,

SEE FAIRFIELD, PAGE 25C
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Adams Flooring LLC

The Name You Can Stand On

¢ Hardwood
Refinishing
o Prefinished
Wide Plank

o |vt.

e Sales
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® Free
Estimates

Gloucester, VA
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forts to historical sites is making sure all artifacts are found and removed while they're still accessible.

FAIRFIELD:
Connecting with the public

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23C)

which allows volunteers to
clean and categorize the ar-
tifacts found during their
Dig Days.

“I love the fact that you’re
holding something that may
not have been held by a per-
son for a few hundred years
or more,” said Nancy Rubin
as she scrubbed decades of
grime off artifacts before
sorting them by category.

“I think it’s really cool you
sit there and think, you won-
der what that person’s life
was like, you wonder what
they were doing, how they
lived it,” she added. Volun-
teers deserve special praise
for their cleaning earlier

this year, as the water they
used for washing got very
cold very quickly.

Brown and Harpole set
out to create a connection
between archaeology and
the public, and their efforts
have paid off. In the 25 years
since its founding, Fairfield
has built a strong communi-
ty of passionate volunteers
whose collective efforts have
spread far and wide. From
field trips to internships,
the Fairfield Foundation has
grown far beyond its orig-
inal mission and remains
dedicated to fostering an in-
terest in archaeology in all
ages.

ABBY JOHNSON / GAZETTE-JOURNAL
Jackson Stubbs, Oliver Mueller-Huebach and Olivia McGaerity of the Timberneck crew, from left, work to excavate the surrounding land before adding new amenities. A crucial step to adding modern com-




26C  GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL THURSDAY APRIL 17, 2025

Gerald L. Andrews
Funeral Director

“/he passing of a loved one is a painful experience. As a family-run business for
generations, we understand the need for services which preserve the memory
and dignity of your loved one.

Als a full-service funeral home, we can help ease your burden by making the
necessary arrangements and assisting you in making tough emotional choices in a
caring, professional manner. Our goal is to make your family’s transition easier in
your time of need.

Pre-Planned & Pre-Paid Funeral Services
Cremation & Out Of Town Services Available

Granite, Bronze & Marble Memorials

Andrews Funeral Home & Crematory
7192 Main Street, Gloucester, VA 2306 |
804-693-2366 www.andrewsfuneralservices.com
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6338 George Washington Memorial Highway, Gloucester, VA 23061
804-575-0929
info@millers-va.com

: MENTION THIS AD FOR $10 OFF A REGULAR :
' PUMPING APPOINTMENT OR SERVICE CALL !
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FARY I BROS.

BUILDING MATERIALS

804-693-2544
Turn at stoplight at Ark (Fary’s Mill Rd.)
OPEN: MON.-FRIL, SATURDAYS: HALF DAY
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Wayne Nelson of Gloucester is shown in photo at left with “Food Fixins” delivered by the Rural Housing Partnership employees Irene Albert and Babs Zuhowski, from left in photo at right.

Making repairs
to allow seniors to
continue to age in their
homes

BY SHERRY HAMILTON

Rural Housing Partner-
ship, a Gloucester-based
organization, has made
numerous home repairs
for eligible clients over the
years, beginning in 1992 as
Gloucester Housing Part-
nership, an offshoot of the
Samaritan Group.

The all-volunteer group
began by building ramps for
people using wheelchairs or
walkers, said Babs Zuhow-
ski, executive director of
operations. It then went
on to tackle small repairs

to make a home safe as the
need arose, including patch-
ing roofs, repairing HVAC
systems, fixing floors and
windows, and making bath-
rooms accessible, in addi-
tion to installing ramps.
Now, to fulfill its mission
to help homeowners aged
62 and older live sustain-
ably and safely in their
own homes, RHP not only
changed its name in 2022,
but it has also changed its
approach to a “one and

SEE RURAL HOUSING PARTNERSHIP,
PAGE 32€

SOUTHERN
LANDSCAPING &
CONSTRUCTION INC.

CLASS “A” CONTRACTOR

Residential & Commercial
MARINE DIVISION

® PERMITS ® DESIGN ® PIER & DOCK REPAIRS ® RIPRAP REVETMENTS

* BULKHEADS, VINYL OR WOOD ® ACCESS WALKWAYS ® BOATLIFTS ® REMOTES
* GRADING ® SLOPE STABILIZATION ® BACKFILL

* DESIGN & INSTALLATION ® HARDSCAPING, OUTDOOR KITCHENS, FIREPLACES & PITS
* LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE ® AUTOMATIC IRRIGATION SYSTEMS ® TRENCHLESS IRRIGATION
* LANDSCAPE RENOVATION ® TOPSOIL, GRADING & SEEDING ® LIGHTING

CONSTRUCTION

® SITE DEVELOPMENT ® CLEARING ® DEMOLITION ® EXCAVATION ® DRAINAGE
® EROSION CONTROL ® DECKS ® PATIOS ® WALKWAYS ® DRIVEWAYS
* RETAINING WALLS, WOOD OR STONE ® WATER FEATURES

804-785-4242

) www.solandcon.com ¢ solandconmc@gma.ll com * ROUTES 33 & 14, SHACKLEFORDS §
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Wayne Nelson of Gloucester is shown in photo at left with “Food Fixins” delivered by the Rural Housing Partnership employees Irene Albert and Babs Zuhowski, from left in photo at right.

Making repairs
to allow seniors to
continue to age in their
homes

BY SHERRY HAMILTON

Rural Housing Partner-
ship, a Gloucester-based
organization, has made
numerous home repairs
for eligible clients over the
years, beginning in 1992 as
Gloucester Housing Part-
nership, an offshoot of the
Samaritan Group.

The all-volunteer group
began by building ramps for
people using wheelchairs or
walkers, said Babs Zuhows-
ki, executive director of
operations. It then went
on to tackle small repairs

to make a home safe as the
need arose, including patch-
ing roofs, repairing HVAC
systems, fixing floors and
windows, and making bath-
rooms accessible, in addi-
tion to installing ramps.
Now, to fulfill its mission
to help homeowners aged
62 and older live sustain-
ably and safely in their
own homes, RHP not only
changed its name in 2022,
but it has also changed its
approach to a “one and

SEE RURAL HOUSING PARTNERSHIP,
PAGE 32€
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* LANDSCAPE RENOVATION ® TOPSOIL, GRADING & SEEDING ® LIGHTING

CONSTRUCTION

® SITE DEVELOPMENT ® CLEARING ® DEMOLITION ® EXCAVATION ® DRAINAGE
® EROSION CONTROL ® DECKS ® PATIOS ® WALKWAYS ® DRIVEWAYS
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RURAL HOUSING PARTNERSHIP: Sarety comes first

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 31C)

done” model, seeking to ad-
dress any and all issues in a
home at the same time rath-
er than “doing a patch here
and there,” said Zuhowski.

“If people are safe in their
home and can age graceful-
ly, they won’t be homeless,
and their house won’t be di-
lapidated,” she said.

In order to provide more
extensive repairs, RHP now
seeks grants from the USDA
Rural Development 504 Pro-
gram, said Zuhowski. This
program provides up to
$10,000 in grant funding for
income-restricted seniors.
It also offers low-interest
loans up to $40,000 for in-
come-restricted people of
any age. The organization
is getting ready to close out
its first loan for a client who
needed a whole new septic
system, new windows, and a
new handicapped-accessible
bathroom, she said.

Zuhowski said the pro-
cess begins with a call from
someone in need of help or a
referral from Social Services
or a community organiza-
tion. The person then has
a screening appointment
to make sure they're eligi-
ble for services, including
that they’re at 100 percent
of the federal poverty lev-
el or lower and they own
their own home. If the per-
son is not listed on the deed
to the home, RHP can’t help
them, she said, but if the
deed needs correcting, the
organization will assist up to
one client per year with that
task.

Zuhowski said that, in ad-
dition to the deed, there are
other documents that appli-
cants must provide in order
to determine their eligibil-

ity, including proof of in-
come, checking and savings
account statements, proper-
ty tax records, etc. All ap-
plicants are screened at one
location on one day every
other month. They’re asked
to think about how they’ll
navigate doorways, steps,
the shower, and other parts
of their home.

“We address all health and
safety issues,” said Zuhows-
ki, “heat, air conditioning,
whether they’ll be able to
continue heating with oil or
perhaps need a mini split
system. We work to try to
do it all at once and be done,
including installing one free
smoke detector to keep our
clients safe.”

When the client is “good to
go,” said Zuhowski, there’s
a courtesy home safety in-
spection by a licensed con-
tractor to see if there are any
additional safety needs that
were missed during the ini-
tial screening appointment.
Then, finally, construction
can begin. The whole pro-
cess can take up to a year,
she said.

“We’renot anurgent-needs
organization,” said Zuhows-
ki. “We don’t have the infra-
structure or the funding, but
we try to respond as quickly
as we can.”

If someone has a leaky
faucet or gutters that need
cleaning or some other small
job that needs to be done
relatively quickly, Zuhows-
ki said she calls on one of
RHP’s church partners—
Bethany United Methodist,
Apostles Lutheran, Susan-
nah Wesley or St. Therese.
She said the organization
is actively looking for more
church partners and hopes
to have 10 church partners
by the end of the year.

Rural Housing Partner-
ship no longer provides
repairs for mobile homes
unless they were built in
the last 10 years, they're
on property owned by the
homeowner, and they’re on
a whole-house slab made of
cement or macadam, said

Zuhowski. The same goes
for modular homes, except
that they can be on a regular
foundation. She explained
that such homes often have
problems with moisture
from the ground that “eats
away at the underneath.”
Zuhowski had some advice

for homeowners.

“If you have a water leak,
don’t wait until the floors are
spongy,” she said. “If there’s
an active roof leak, you al-
ready have a problem. Try

SEE RURAL HOUSING PARTNERSHIP,
PAGE 33C

5103 George Washington Memorial Hwy., Hayes, VA 23072
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RURAL HOUSING
PARTNERSHIP:
Providing for clients

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 32€)

to get a tarp up immediately.
It’s causing damage, possi-
bly in the attic, the studs, the
insulation, the beams.”

Steps instead of ramps

Zuhowski said that a ramp
isn’t a good fit for every cli-
ent, so RHP is now offering
“graduated steps” in some
instances. While a ramp pro-
vides one smooth surface
with a long incline, she said,
graduated steps are those
that are no higher than two
inches and are deep enough
to accommodate a rollator
(a walker with a seat) or a
wheelchair.

Partnership with Bread for
Life

ZuhowskKi said she recalled
one client who needed home
repairs but was concerned
that their grant wouldn’t be
approved so they weren’t
buying food in case they had
to pay for the repairs. That
person wouldn’t go to a food
pantry because they were
“afraid of being seen,” she
said.

After that incident,
Zuhowski approached the
RHP board about helping
clients with food insecurity.
Thus was born a partnership
with the Bread for Life Food
Pantry. RHP committed to
delivering a Thanksgiving
turkey to all 20 people who
had received services during
the year, she said, and Bread
for Life supplemented the
deliveries with canned and
boxed food. Now the board
has committed to quarterly

deliveries to all clients who
“may be prideful or not have
transportation or can’t nav-
igate bags of food into their
kitchen.” The first delivery,
given the moniker Food Fix-
ins “because we fix things,”
said Zuhowski, was on Val-
entine’s Day, with Bread for
Life providing the deliveries.

“It’s like taking the food
pantry and saying, ‘Let’s
do more,”” she said. “We’re
partnering to help people
in a different way. It’s not
our mission, but the greater
good is to help more people
and do the best we can.”

By the numbers

In 2024, Rural Housing
Partnership made 16 home
safety inspections, with
complimentary smoke de-
tectors installed; completed
13 home safety repair proj-
ects; completed three USDA
Rural Development 504
applications; and made 82
referrals to connect people
who don’t fit RHP’s mission
with services to assist them.

RHP’s 25 volunteers also
made 20 turkey-bag deliver-
ies to active clients in No-
vember, loaned two metal
ramps for short-term needs,
and purchased a new vol-
unteer trailer to help get
jobs done. They also helped
people in three counties—
Gloucester, King and Queen,
and Mathews.

For more information
about Rural Housing Part-
nership, visit ruralhousing-
partnership.org or call 804-
792-5079.

GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL  33C

One of Rural Housing Partnership’s projects over the past year was to replace a set of wooden steps, shown at left, with
accessible graduated steps.

What would you do with
$4,400?

Schedule a Courtesy In-Home
Consultation Today!

Call or Text: (804) 642-6163
or visit phadu.com
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RURAL HOUSING PARTNERSHIP: Sarety comes first

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 31C)

done” model, seeking to ad-
dress any and all issues in a
home at the same time rath-
er than “doing a patch here
and there,” said Zuhowski.

“If people are safe in their
home and can age graceful-
ly, they won’t be homeless,
and their house won’t be di-
lapidated,” she said.

In order to provide more
extensive repairs, RHP now
seeks grants from the USDA
Rural Development 504 Pro-
gram, said Zuhowski. This
program provides up to
$10,000 in grant funding for
income-restricted seniors.
It also offers low-interest
loans up to $40,000 for in-
come-restricted people of
any age. The organization
is getting ready to close out
its first loan for a client who
needed a whole new septic
system, new windows, and a
new handicapped-accessible
bathroom, she said.

Zuhowski said the pro-
cess begins with a call from
someone in need of help or a
referral from Social Services
or a community organiza-
tion. The person then has
a screening appointment
to make sure they're eligi-
ble for services, including
that they’re at 100 percent
of the federal poverty lev-
el or lower and they own
their own home. If the per-
son is not listed on the deed
to the home, RHP can’t help
them, she said, but if the
deed needs correcting, the
organization will assist up to
one client per year with that
task.

Zuhowski said that, in ad-
dition to the deed, there are
other documents that appli-
cants must provide in order
to determine their eligibil-

ity, including proof of in-
come, checking and savings
account statements, proper-
ty tax records, etc. All ap-
plicants are screened at one
location on one day every
other month. They’re asked
to think about how they’ll
navigate doorways, steps,
the shower, and other parts
of their home.

“We address all health and
safety issues,” said Zuhow-
ski, “heat, air conditioning,
whether they’ll be able to
continue heating with oil or
perhaps need a mini split
system. We work to try to
do it all at once and be done,
including installing one free
smoke detector to keep our
clients safe.”

When the client is “good to
go,” said Zuhowski, there’s
a courtesy home safety in-
spection by a licensed con-
tractor to see if there are any
additional safety needs that
were missed during the ini-
tial screening appointment.
Then, finally, construction
can begin. The whole pro-
cess can take up to a year,
she said.

“Were not an ur-
gent-needs  organization,”
said Zuhow-ski. “We don’t
have the infrastructure or
the funding, but we try to re-
spond as quickly as we can.”

If someone has a leaky
faucet or gutters that need
cleaning or some other small
job that needs to be done
relatively quickly, Zuhow-
ski said she calls on one of
RHP’s church partners—
Bethany United Methodist,
Apostles Lutheran, Susan-
nah Wesley or St. Therese.
She said the organization
is actively looking for more
church partners and hopes
to have 10 church partners
by the end of the year.

Rural Housing Partner-
ship no longer provides
repairs for mobile homes
unless they were built in
the last 10 years, they're
on property owned by the
homeowner, and they’re on
a whole-house slab made of
cement or macadam, said

Zuhowski. The same goes
for modular homes, except
that they can be on a regular
foundation. She explained
that such homes often have
problems with moisture
from the ground that “eats
away at the underneath.”
Zuhowski had some advice

for homeowners.

“If you have a water leak,
don’t wait until the floors are
spongy,” she said. “If there’s
an active roof leak, you al-
ready have a problem. Try

SEE RURAL HOUSING PARTNERSHIP,
PAGE 33C

5103 George Washington Memorial Hwy., Hayes, VA 23072
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Providing for clients
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to get a tarp up immediately.
It’s causing damage, possi-
bly in the attic, the studs, the
insulation, the beams.”

Steps instead of ramps

Zuhowski said that a ramp
isn’t a good fit for every cli-
ent, so RHP is now offering
“graduated steps” in some
instances. While a ramp pro-
vides one smooth surface
with a long incline, she said,
graduated steps are those
that are no higher than two
inches and are deep enough
to accommodate a rollator
(a walker with a seat) or a
wheelchair.

Partnership with
Bread for Life

ZuhowskKi said she recalled
one client who needed home
repairs but was concerned
that their grant wouldn’t be
approved so they weren’t
buying food in case they had
to pay for the repairs. That
person wouldn’t go to a food
pantry because they were
“afraid of being seen,” she
said.

After that incident, Zuhow-
ski approached the RHP
board about helping clients
with food insecurity. Thus
was born a partnership with
the Bread for Life Food Pan-
try. RHP committed to deliv-
ering a Thanksgiving turkey
to all 20 people who had re-
ceived services during the
year, she said, and Bread
for Life supplemented the
deliveries with canned and
boxed food. Now the board
has committed to quarterly

deliveries to all clients who
“may be prideful or not have
transportation or can’t nav-
igate bags of food into their
kitchen.” The first delivery,
given the moniker Food Fix-
ins “because we fix things,”
said Zuhowski, was on Val-
entine’s Day, with Bread for
Life providing the deliveries.

“It’s like taking the food
pantry and saying, ‘Let’s
do more,”” she said. “We’re
partnering to help people
in a different way. It’s not
our mission, but the greater
good is to help more people
and do the best we can.”

By the numbers

In 2024, Rural Housing
Partnership made 16 home
safety inspections, with
complimentary smoke de-
tectors installed; completed
13 home safety repair proj-
ects; completed three USDA
Rural Development 504
applications; and made 82
referrals to connect people
who don’t fit RHP’s mission
with services to assist them.

RHP’s 25 volunteers also
made 20 turkey-bag deliver-
ies to active clients in No-
vember, loaned two metal
ramps for short-term needs,
and purchased a new vol-
unteer trailer to help get
jobs done. They also helped
people in three counties—
Gloucester, King and Queen,
and Mathews.

For more information
about Rural Housing Part-
nership, visit ruralhousing-
partnership.org or call 804-
792-5079.
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One of Rural Housing Partnership’s projects over the past year was to replace a set of wooden steps, shown at left, with
accessible graduated steps.

What would you do with
$4,400?

Schedule a Courtesy In-Home
Consultation Today!

Call or Text: (804) 642-6163
or visit phadu.com
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BY ABBY JOHNSON

Building a home from
the ground up offers more
agency at the cost of time
and often a higher price tag
than their catalogue coun-
terparts.

While everyone needs a
home, not all are excited by
the prospect of designing it
themselves. Due to circum-
stance or simple preference,
some homeowners want the
job done as quickly and effi-
ciently as possible.

GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Model homes; then and now

For those who find the cre-
ative process more stress
than it’s worth, a modular
home may suit their needs
better. Customers select
their chosen floor plan from
a catalogue and expect to
receive all of the materials
required to build it on their
property. These homes have
the advantage of conve-
nience; their ready-made na-
ture makes them a quicker
build, which in turn leads to
lower prices.

Those interested in these

quick and easy homes have a
few more custom options at
their disposal. That said, po-
tential buyers of a modular
home should look carefully
at the materials provided
in the kit they’re purchas-
ing. While there are some
companies willing to ship
and assemble houses top-
to-bottom, there are many
more that work in providing
“frame homes” which in-
clude the basic structure of
the house but not the inner
workings. These alterna-

tives require the customer to
purchase their own wiring,
plumbing and HVAC sys-
tems. Each home is built to
attend to different needs, so
it’s essential to clarify what
services are being paid for
before signing that check.
An old concept

The concept of mail-order
homes isn’t new; the Sears,
Roebuck & Co. kit home in
particular is gathering quite
the following online. While
Sears discontinued its Kit
home service long ago, their
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products still stand, and
have become the interest
of many. Facebook groups,
blogs, and databases have
been created to help track
down some of these homes
across the country.

Though their heyday has
long since past, many still
look on these homes with
fascination. Fortunately,
many of the old catalogues
have been uploaded and can
be accessed online. Early ad

SEE MODEL HOMES, PAGE 36C
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Keep your pets
safe while moving

BY MELANY SLAUGHTER

Your things are packed,
the moving truck is stuffed

to the brim with boxes and
you are ready to start over
in a new home. Though this
can be an exciting time, re-

MODEL HOMES:
Changes over the years

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 35C)
campaigns from the Sears
days focused on the finan-
cial aspect of the product,
the homes being framed pri-
marily as a better alterna-
tive to renting with similar
prices. Today their appeal
is novelty. The prospect of
their homes coming from a
vintage kit has sent many
peeking in corners, looking
through basements, and
counting their windows to
find a match. The possibility
of historic value helps main-
tain interest in older homes
instead of jumping to newer
models.

“We’re keeping things out
of the landfill by reusing
what we already have; we’re
not having to cut down any
more trees. We're not going
to have to throw away haz-
ardous materials that we
didn’'t know were hazard-
ous a hundred years ago,”
said Lori Jackson Black of
the Fairfield Foundation re-
garding her own interest in
old homes and their preser-
vation.

Homeowners would do
well to approach the possi-
bility of their houses com-
ing from a kit with extreme
caution. In the excitement,
many have falsely described

their houses as a Sears
home.

Occasionally, it’'s a kit
from a different company;
often it’s simply a case of er-
roneous information having
been attached to the house
at some point in its life, and
then passed on through the
ages. Or, it’s simply a Crafts-
man design house, and peo-
ple think that means it’s a
Sears house,” said Judith E.
Cabot, a member of the re-
search team at SearsHouses.
com. The confusion comes
from an abundance of look-
alike houses that were built
to match the trends of the
time. The authenticity of a
home can come down to the
most minute of details, from
window size to a roof’s an-
gle. Even if a house was built
from a Kkit, that’s no guaran-
tee that it’s a Sears product.
There were a few different
companies that dealt in kit
homes in that time peri-
od, including Aladdin and
Wardway.

Even without the kit com-
panies of old, there are plen-
ty of options left for those
who find these products ap-
pealing, in a process made
even easier with the rise of
the internet and advance-
ments in phone technology.

member that any pets you
have could feel anxious
while moving and may even
get lost during the process.

“I always recommend
microchips,” said Glouces-
ter-Mathews Humane Soci-
ety Assistant Manager Jas-
mine Jutras.

If a pet does go missing
and is brought to a shelter
or a veterinarian’s office,
staff members can check for
a microchip and scan it for
the pet owner’s name, con-
tact information and home
address.

“You don’t know,” said
Jutras about pets going
missing. “Things happen.”

Pets, especially cats,
should be acclimated to a
new home in a small space

SEE PET SAFETY, PAGE 37C
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Pet owners should take steps to properly acclimate their animals when mov-
ing to a new home. Gloucester-Mathews Humane Society Assistant Manager
Jasmine Jutras, shown with Velvet, provides tips on acclimation and finding
missing pets.

The Latest Security Solutions
Safeguard your Home Today!

Commercial & Residential - Fire Alarm & Burglar Alarm Systems
IP, Hybrid and Analog Cameras - Access Control - Medical Alert

Central Vac - Intercom

301-463-2371

Hayes, VA 23072
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PET SAFETY: /ips to find lost pets after a move

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 36()

for at least a week so they
can get used to the new
sounds and scents they are
experiencing.

“Like a bedroom or a bath-
room,” said Jutras.

For cats who are outdoor
only, also known as “back-
yard buddies,” owners need
to start the acclimation pro-
cess like they just adopted
the cat.

“It’s right back to the be-
ginning,” said GMHS Oper-
ations Manager Chevy Carp-
er.

The recommendation is to
set up a large dog crate out-
doors for the cat with food,
water and a litter box so the
cat can process that the new
area is their home now.

“They’re learning this is
their safe place,” she said.

For dogs who go in and out
of the home, owners need to
make sure they acclimate
them properly as well. Dogs
should not be left unattend-
ed outdoors, even for a short
while. Owners should walk
their dog around the new
neighborhood so they can
become accustomed to the
news smells and make sure
their fencing is secured.

“I would take it slow still,”
said Jutras.

Pet owners should also tell
their neighbors about their
pets in case they go missing.

“Tell them about your ani-
mals,” said Carper.

If an indoor or outdoor
cat does go missing, there
are steps owners can take to
help their furry friend find
their way home, like leaving
their litter box outside.

“They can smell that bet-
ter than they can smell our
clothes,” said Carper.

Cat owners should place
the litter box outside with-
out cleaning it first because
the pungent smell will help
attract the cat back. Owners
should place the box under a
covered area, like a porch, to
protect it from the weather.

“It’s kind of like a beacon,”
said Carper, “a homing sig-
nal for them to come back.”

For dogs and cats that go
missing, owners should vis-
it nearby homes and ask if
their pets have been seen.

“Check in with your neigh-
bors,” said Jutras.

Pets could also be hiding
somewhere nearby their
new home.

“Something can spook
them,” she said.

Owners should check
bushes, trees and small

spaces in their home where
the animal could possibly fit.
Pet owners could also try to
draw their animal out with a
pungent odor.

“Try a smelly food,” said
Jutras, like tuna. “Some-
times that can help guide
them out too.”

Those who receive a new
animal visitor, especially
cats, should report that an-
imal to their local animal
shelter.

“Please report it to your
shelter,” said Carper. “Don’t
assume it has no owner.”

When moving, owners
should update the informa-
tion on their pet’s micro-
chip by calling the company.
Once an animal is adopted,
the shelter can no longer
update the information for
adopters. Physical tags the
animal wears should also be
updated.

If an animal goes missing,
owners can contact GMHS
to post a picture of their pet

on the GMHS Stray Listings
Facebook page.

“I started it last year,”
said Jutras. “We started see-

ing higher return-to-owner
rates.”

Owners of missing pets
can also provide their ani-

Come to our showroom full
of appliances to update your
home!

WE HAVE FREEZERS, REFRIGERATORS, DISHWASHERS, MIGROWAVLS,
&RANGES IN ALL STYLES AND COLORS AVAILABLE NOW

mal’s information to Petco
Love Lost, a database where
people can report and search
through lost and found pets.

HURDS INC

17342 General Puller Hwy

Deltaville, VA 23043

804-776-9241

* We are a family-owned business
* We don’t use subcontractors

* In business for over 30 years at the

same location!

* Exclusive 1 year Best Pools
warranty oninstallation & service

757-596-6655

Open Mon.-Sat. 9-5 p.m. » Open Sundays after Easter
1624 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Yorktown, Va. (Look for the Pink House)
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Farmers are beginning to
harvest their spring produce,
and consumers can get their first
tastes of fresh asparagus, herbs
and leafy greens.

Dana Boyle at Garner’s Pro-
duce in Richmond County said
customers can’t wait to purchase
the first of her spring crops.

“Our customers appreciate
fresh veggies throughout the
winter—squash, sweet pota-
toes and Brussels sprouts—but
when the seasons change, they
want change too,” said Boyle, a
member of the Virginia Farm
Bureau Federation Specialty
Crops Advisory Committee.

She said the spring grow-
ing season has been “pretty
good so far,” and she’s cur-
rently harvesting asparagus,
scallions, spinach, Kkale, col-
lards and Swiss chard. While
temperatures have warmed
recently, she noted that the
season’s first asparagus—typ-
ically harvested early April
through May—is “coming in a
little slow because the ground
is still cool.

“Butit’s a start, and we're ex-
cited about it,” she said.

Boyle’s farmstand opened on
April 2, just in time for the first
wave of spring vegetables.

The warming weather also
allowed her to start planting
broccoli, cauliflower and sugar
snap peas, “and it won’t be long
before they’re ready.” Another
springtime favorite—locally
grown strawberries—are on
the horizon.

“Everyone is ready for as-
paragus and strawberries,”
Boyle said. “Those are the two
that scream springtime.”

In Surry County, LaSonya
White of Sycamore Springs
Farm is planting beets, cab-
bage, herbs, lettuce, spinach,

GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL
Virginia-grown produce is
sprouting up this spring
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Swiss chard and other vegeta-
bles.

“We’ve had a couple hot days
recently, and I was concerned
about the spinach,” she said.
Last year, the heat caused her
spinach to prematurely flower
(called bolting) and go to seed.
But “everything is growing
very well this year,” she said.

Like Boyle, White said peo-
ple are eagerly awaiting her
fresh produce. She staggers
her plantings and harvests
throughout the season, ensur-
ing a rotating variety is avail-
able for customers who stop by
her stand at Portsmouth Olde
Town Farmers’ Market and
Chesapeake Farmers’ Market.

MORGAN & EDWARDS

Real Estate, L.L.C. 804-725-1951
Homes for Your Lifestyle 1-866-784-3229

“Where We Treat You Like Family’ ~ WWW.morganandedwardsrealestate.com

Spring into a Beautiful New Home!

Proudly giving quality care for 17 years to
Gloucester, Mathews, Hartfield, Urbanna, West Point,
New Kent, Providence Forge

CALL NOW

to learn about services or employment: 804-435-2229

43 Main Street
&  Mathews

Search the MLS on our new website

“Gray Stone” - Exquisite
home near Rappahannock
River. 4BR, 4.5BA. Kitch-
en updated, sunroom,
master suite w/jetted tub.
Hardwood flrs. Apartment
over garage. Priced Im-
proved.$1,095,000

Miles Creek/East River Waterfront — Pier,
1.91 Acres, 3BR/2.5BA, Custom-built, Hardwood
Floors, FP, Granite, Tile, Screen Porch, 2-Car Ga-
rage, Boat Lift.
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