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INSIDE THIS WEEK An international flair
Michaela “Mich” Lee of Mathews has used her love for preparing inter-
national cuisine in a Gloucester Parks and Recreation cooking class. For 
story and recipes, see page 1B.

DON'T BE LEFT IN THE DARK
INVEST IN
A GENERAC
GENERATOR
TODAY!

NOW OFFERING:

WITH $1000 DOWN
0% FOR 36 MONTHS
-OR-

WITH $0 DOWN
0% FOR 18 MONTHS

*

*

*Subject to credit approval. See PHA for details.

PHA4U.COMPHA4U.COM
804-642-6163804-642-6163

Limited Time
Offer:

FREE 7-Year 
Extended Part

and Labor
Warranty!

Near-perfect weather 
prevails at Market Days

23 years 
later: 

Service 
remembers 

9/11 
tragedy

BY SHERRY HAMILTON

A 9/11 Remembrance and Pa-
triotic Service held on Sunday at 
Gwynn’s Island Baptist Church 
drew more than 120 people to re-
member the many lives lost and 
sacrifices made by first respond-
ers on Sept. 11, 2001.

On that day, hijacked planes 
crashed into the World Trade 
Center’s Twin Towers in New 
York, the Pentagon in Arling-
ton, and a field in Pennsylva-
nia, killing nearly 3,000 people. 
The annual remembrance also 
honored the first responders of 
Mathews County.

“It was a beautiful day on the 
grounds of the Gwynn’s Island 
Civic League for the morning 
worship service,” said Pastor 
Ed Jordan of Gwynn’s Island 
Baptist in a press release. “All 
present honored and celebrated 

Shirley West Hogge named 
Guinea Grand Marshal

CHARLIE KOENIG / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Never forget
As in years past, Gloucester Volunteer Fire and Rescue Squad, Inc., flew an 
American flag atop Station 1 in Gloucester Court House on Wednesday morning 
in memory of the lives lost on Sept. 11, 2001.

MELANY SLAUGHTER / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Shirley West Hogge (left) was named the 2024 Guinea Jubilee grand marshal Sunday afternoon during Guinea Heritage 
Day. After introducing her, Hamilton Williams of the Guinea Heritage Association steps aside for Hogge to address the 
assembled crowd at the Abingdon Ruritan Club in Bena.

MELANY SLAUGHTER / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Carol Dolan (left) and Nancy Moffitt look over the cakes baked for the annual 
Guinea Cake Silent Auction. 

SHERRY HAMILTON / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Walker Williams of Mathews rolls a coconut to knock over skulls under the watchful eyes of Lady Evelyn, Ginger Soulstealer, 
Capt. Slackbeard, and Redbeard of the Norfolk-based pirate group Captain Slackbeard and the Cutthroat Crew on Saturday 
during Mathews Market Days.

Mathews planners endorse change 
to short-term rental rule

BY MELANY SLAUGHTER

After 25 years of serving 
Guinea neighbors as a tech-
nology assistant at Achilles 
Elementary and as a com-
munity volunteer, and with a 
lifetime on the water, Shirley 
West Hogge was named the 
2024 Guinea Jubilee grand 
marshal at Guinea Heritage 
Day, which was held Sunday 
afternoon at the Abingdon 
Ruritan Club in Bena,

“Our 2024 grand marshal 
has literally been giving to 
the Guinea community, pri-
marily through the children 
and their parents, since 1998,” 
said Hamilton Williams of the 
Guinea Heritage Association.

Hogge established a clothes 
closet at Achilles Elementary 
School with Martha Wiggs 
over two decades ago to fur-
nish coats, shoes, socks, un-
derwear and other clothing 
items for children in need.

“On special occasions party 
dresses or dress clothes were 
bought for the children,” said 
Williams. “Electricity bills 
were sometimes brought up 
to date and food was stocked 
in the parents’ refrigerators—
all in caring for the children.” 

Hogge also coordinated an-
gel trees with local churches 
to provide donated Christmas 
gifts to parents so they had 

presents to give their children 
for the holiday. 

After the significant damage 
caused by Hurricane Isabel in 
fall 2003, Hogge helped to col-
lect and distribute furniture, 
clothes, water, food, beds and 
appliances for people impact-
ed by the storm. 

Hogge spent her early life on 
the water at the end of Severn 
Wharf Road with her grand-
parents, Russell and Bettie 

Lee West. In 2007, she began 
working with her father as 
a crab pot-puller and cull-
boy. Since her father passed 
away in 2013, she has been 
running a pot line from her 
16-foot Carolina Skiff. Her 
watermen lines in Guinea 
date as far back as 1764 with 
Ambrose West.

“I was truly blessed to 

BY SHERRY HAMILTON

Two days of near-perfect 
weather, with temperatures 
in the 70s and barely a hint 
of rain, favored the 50th an-
niversary of Mathews Mar-
ket Days, held on Friday and 
Saturday on the Mathews 
Court Green and surround-
ing areas.

Festival Chair Jennifer 
Roahrig said the event was 

“absolutely a success,” with 
twice as many people at-
tending this year as last year 
(around 7,500), a car show 
that had double the number 
of entries, and some vendors 
saying it was the best week-
end they’d ever had.

“It was so packed at one 
point on Saturday that you 
literally couldn’t walk,” said 
Roahrig. “It’s amazing to see 
your hard work come full 

circle.”
The festival raised $4,200 

from merchandise sales (600 
items sold out of 700 avail-
able) and booth rental fees, 
she said, and the proceeds 
after all bills are paid will go 
to After Prom, the P. Buck-
ley Moss Foundation, the 
Mathews Sheriff’s Office, the 
Mathews High School March-

BY SHERRY HAMILTON

After four months of wrangling over the 
issue, Mathews planners on Tuesday night 
voted to recommend to the board of supervi-
sors that a provision in the zoning ordinance 
that allows short-term rentals to exceed the 
health department’s occupancy limit should 
be removed.

The vote was 4-3, with members Donald 
Morgan, Byron Rauch, and James Meade 
voting against. The board of supervisors will 
have its own public hearing on the matter at 

its October meeting.
Doug Wilton, who last month voted against 

removing the language allowing two addi-
tional people per dwelling beyond the two-
per-bedroom limit allowed by the Virginia 
Department of Health, apologized for what 
he said was a mistake and voted this time to 
remove the language.

The decisive factor for Wilton appeared to 
be information shared by County Adminis-
trator Ramona Wilson, acting as planning 

SEE 9/11 COMMEMORATION, PAGE 11A

SEE MARKET DAYS, PAGE 7ASEE MATHEWS PLANNERS, PAGE 7A

SEE GUINEA HERITAGE DAY, PAGE 4A
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BIG INDOOR YARD 
SALE & BAKE SALE

Presented by 
The American Legion Auxiliary,

Gloucester Unit 75
Saturday, September 21 ~ 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

at American Legion Post 75
5849 American Legion Way, Gloucester

(across from Sentara, turn onto Zandler Blvd. Follow signs)

CASH & CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED
All donations benefit our local veterans, 

their families and our community
NEW THIS YEAR! For a $20 donation, you can rent a 10’x10’ 

outdoor space to hold your own yard sale.
 Call Claudia 804-815-8230 before Sept. 18.

Where Stability Meets Community
For over 120 years, we’ve built a foundation of strong capital and a robust balance sheet to ensure that your financial future remains 

secure and prosperous. But we’re not just about transactions and numbers—we’re about fostering stronger communities.

Visit www.ches.bank to learn more.
Member FDIC

Stable and Sound
for over 120 YEARS and counting.

        804.435.2061  
White Stone, VA
jimscabinetcreations@yahoo.com

SALE
GRANITE COUNTER TOPS

STARTING PRICE $48.00 SQ. FT.
FREE SINK WITH TOPS 42 SQ. FT. min.

ALSO AVAILABLE
QUARTZ AND CORIAN PRODUCTS

Jim’s
CABINET CREATIONS

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS
STARTING PRICE $48.00 SQ. FT.

 FREE SINK WITH TOPS 42 SQ. FT. min.
ALSO AVAILABLE QUARTZ AND CORIAN PRODUCTS

White Stone
jimscabinetcreations@yahoo.com

Call 804.435.2061

SALE
CJC

Jim’s
CABINET CREATIONS

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS
STARTING PRICE $48.00 SQ. FT.

 FREE SINK WITH TOPS 42 SQ. FT. min.
ALSO AVAILABLE QUARTZ AND CORIAN PRODUCTS

White Stone
jimscabinetcreations@yahoo.com

Call 804.435.2061

SALE
CJC

2024 ANNUAL WINE
Festival
Saturday, 21st September  11-5

Daffodil Lane, Gloucester, VA 
BRENT & BECKY’S BULBS

This event is rain or shine. NO REFUNDS will be issued for weather or if you are unable to attend.

Presenting Sponsor

Historical interpreter tells tale of James Armistead Lafayette
BY SHERRY HAMILTON

Gloucester’s colonial court-
house was packed with his-
tory buffs on Sunday as ac-
tor/interpreter Stephen Seals 
slipped casually into the per-
sona of James Armistead La-
fayette, an enslaved African 
American who spied for the 
Continental Army during the 
Revolutionary War, and told 
Lafayette’s story with wit and 
charm. 

The free program was spon-
sored by the Woodville Rosen-
wald School Foundation and 
the Cook Foundation.

Dressed in a Federal-era 
tailcoat and trousers and 
decked out with a cravat and a 
round hat, Seals fully engaged 
his audience as he shared the 
story of Lafayette’s life, from 
his birth into slavery to his 
career as a war spy to his later 
years as a free man of color.

James Armistead Lafay-
ette was enslaved by the Ar-
mistead family of New Kent 
County. His master, William 
Armistead, was the commis-
sary for Virginia’s troops, 
thus James was tasked with 
delivering munitions to vari-
ous units in the Continental 
Army.

It was while delivering 
musket flints that he met the 
Marquis de Lafayette, the 
famed French nobleman and 
military officer who served as 
a commander in the Ameri-
can Revolutionary War and 
played a major role in the 
Siege of Yorktown.

Seals told about the two men 
sharing a bottle of whiskey, 
with the marquis questioning 
James about his life, includ-
ing personal questions such 
as how old he was when he 
first realized he was a slave, 
and how it made him feel. 
James replied that he was an-
gry because “there’s one great 
gift that God has given to ev-
ery man, woman, and child, 
and that is our own free will. I 
felt a great God-given gift had 
been stripped from me.”

The marquis in turn told 
James that he had inherited 
his title of nobility at the age 
of 2, when his father died 
at war, and he had always 
wondered what he had done 
to earn the respect his title 

brought him. He told James, 
“I believe that a man is not 
meant to be judged by how he 
was born, but he is meant to 
be judged by what he does.”

Seals said that, after that 
encounter, the Marquis de 
Lafayette asked the master if 
James could serve with him 
in the Continental Army, and 
that request was granted. 
However, James wasn’t to 
serve as a soldier, but rather 
as a spy posing as an escaped 
slave to provide the marquis 
with information about the 
British army.

“I didn’t think I could say 
no,” said Seals as Lafayette. 
He explained that he knew he 
couldn’t trust the Americans 
or the British, but he thought 
he could trust the Marquis de 
Lafayette.

Assigned to American Gen-
eral Benedict Arnold (a name 

that brought laughter to the 
crowd), Lafayette slipped 
across the lines and became 
a manservant to British Gen-
eral Lord Cornwallis.

“I was in the room where all 
the conversations were had,” 
he said, “and I took intelli-
gence back.”

Then one day, he was called 
in to speak with Lord Corn-
wallis. Fearing his spying had 
been discovered, he instead 
found that Cornwallis wanted 
him to spy on the Americans.

“What were the chances?” 
said Seals to laughter. “You 
can’t write this!”

James shared this offer with 
the Marquis de Lafayette, who 
had him return to the British 
and provide misinformation. 
He did this until 1781, when he 
found out that Cornwallis was 
headed to Gloucester Point 
and Yorktown for supplies 

and provided that informa-
tion to the patriot army. What 
followed was the Siege of Yor-
ktown and a decisive battle 
that ended with Cornwallis 
surrendering, heralding the 
end of the Revolutionary War.

After this, the marquis re-
turned to France, and James 
petitioned the Virginia House 
of Delegates for his freedom. 
He was denied on the grounds 
that he had not carried arms. 
While black men who had 
served in the trenches were 
granted their freedom, James 
returned to life as a slave. 

The marquis returned to 
America in 1784, and upon 
finding out James wasn’t free, 
he wrote a letter that told of 
what James had done for the 
American cause. On Feb. 7, 
1786, the Virginia legislature 
once again took up James’s 
request for freedom, and the 
letter made the difference. 
The Virginia General Assem-
bly purchased James from 
Armistead, and at the age of 
39, he became a free man.

“It was the sweetest taste I 
had ever experienced,” said 
Seals as Lafayette. Once he 
was freed, he chose to change 
his name to James Lafayette.

James got a job at a grist 
mill and was eventually able 
to purchase 40 acres of land 
in New Kent County. He spent 
the rest of his life earning 
money to buy the freedom of 
his family members—first his 
wife, then each of his children, 
then aunts, uncles, and cous-
ins. It was not an easy task be-
cause the law required that if 

he purchased his enslaved rel-
atives, he must have enough 
additional money to take care 
of them so they wouldn’t be-
come wards of the state.

In 1818, James ran out of 
money and petitioned for a 
veteran’s pension. He was 

granted $40 a year for the rest 
of his life.

“It was the second time this 
country showed tangibly the 
contribution I made,” said 
Seals as James. “I hope that’s 
something everyone comes to 
understand.”

SHERRY HAMILTON / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Actor/interpreter Stephen Seals as James Armistead Lafayette, an enslaved African 
American who spied for the Continental Army, gave a talk Sunday in Gloucester’s 
colonial courthouse.
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804.286.9120
Generator Service & Maintenance

Installation              Propane Tanks           Fuel Delivery

elitepowerandenergycorp.com

Kitchen Design and Remodel, 
Bathroom Design and 

Remodel, Roofing, Decks, 
Fencing, Painting, 

Total Renovation and Remodeling

703-310-8934                    jhcole@live.com

BAY REMODELING
GROUP
Bert Cole

Design Consultant

G W Y N N ’ S 
I S L A N D 

B A P T I S T
C H U R C H

C E L E B R A T I O N

Sunday, October 6, 2024
 10 a.m.

inside our sanctuary
We will have a luncheon to follow the worship service.

 Nursery will be provided for the worship service.
 Please email your RSVP to Anna Jenkins

@150yearsgibc@gmail.com 

“Everybody can be great, because anybody can serve. You 
only need a heart full of grace and a soul generated by love. ”                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                       (Martin Luther King Jr.)

Ted and Molly Broderson
 (pictured here) 

share their love by delivering 
Meals on Wheels in Mathews 

for almost 5 years.

We are looking for others to serve as volunteers to help 
deliver meals to the seniors.  The times and days are very
 flexible.  Please call Laura Matthews at 804-725-7850 

or by email at lmatthews@bayaging.org.  
You will find this to be a rewarding experience.

Liz Bateman of Mathews, at right, has been tasked with keeping temporary cus-
tody of the Great Seal of King Richard III after its sale at The Potomack Company in 
Alexandria. She is shown with auction house employees Jennifer Epley and Zach-
ary Diaz.  At left is the Great Seal. 

One injured in Thursday collision

Mathews resident takes temporary 
custody of Richard III seal

Left turns from Route 3 to 
Route 14 prohibited for now

This map shows the work area on the Route 3/14 westbound bridge over Burke Stream, and recommended detours now 
that left turns from Route 3 to Route 14 are prohibited.

Liz Bateman of Mathews 
has been asked to take tem-
porary custody of the Great 
Seal of King Richard III after 
the item came up in auction in 
Northern Virginia.

The seal, dating to 1485 and 
five inches in diameter, ac-
companies a Grant of Lieuten-
ancy of the castle and county 
of Guise to Sir James Tyrell, a 
loyal knight who fought many 
battles at Richard III’s side. 
It was bought at auction for 
approximately $5,000 by the 
Richard the Third Society in 
the U.K.

The seal will eventually be 
housed at the York Museum 
in York, U.K. Bateman is the 
coordinator of the Tidewa-
ter Chapter of the Richard 
the Third Society, American 
Branch. www.r3.org

The Virginia Department 
of Transportation began, as 
of Monday, to prohibit left 
turns from Route 3 (Wind-
sor Road) to Route 14 east-
bound in Mathews County.

Work is underway at 
that intersection to im-
prove the westbound Route 
3/14 bridge over Burke 
Mill Stream located at the 
Mathews and Gloucester 
line. 

Until the project is com-
pleted Route 3 travelers 
heading to Mathews can 
choose to travel to Route 
198 or turn right onto Route 
14 eastbound and proceed 
to the Burkes Pond Road in-
tersection to make a U-turn.

“Drivers should use the 
most convenient alternate 
route depending on their 
destination,” said a press 
release from VDOT.

The $5.5 million rehabili-
tation project began in July 
to replace the bridge deck, 
beams, railings, guardrails, 
and asphalt. The project 
will also improve drainage, 
environmental controls, 
and slopes near the 76-year-
old structure.

Message boards and signs 
will be posted to alert drivers 
to the new restriction.

In mid-October, the west-
bound Route 3/14 travel lanes 
will close at Windsor Road. 
All Route 3/14 traffic will 
cross the eastbound bridge 
over Burke Mill Stream, with 
one lane open in each direc-
tion. This is an update to the 
original schedule, which had 
the westbound bridge closing 

in late August.
The work zone traffic pat-

tern will be in effect from fall 
2024 to fall 2025 to accelerate 
work.

View updates and an on-
line map of the recommended 
detour at vdot.virginia.gov/
projects/fredericksburg-dis-
trict/route-3route-14-west-
bound-bridge-superstruc-
ture-replacement. 

One driver was injured in 
a two-car accident that oc-
curred at 6:10 a.m. last Thurs-
day, Sept. 5, at the intersec-
tion of Routes 3 and 14 at 
Windsor Road.

Sgt. J. Dudley of the 
Gloucester office of Virginia 
State Police said a 2016 Toyota 
Corolla driven by a 31-year-

old Gloucester woman had 
been headed east on Route 14, 
before turning toward Route 
3 Windsor Road and crossing 
the westbound lanes of Route 
14, there being struck by an 
oncoming westbound 2024 Kia 
minivan driven by a 29-year-
old woman of Port Haywood.

The Toyota’s driver re-

ceived serious injuries and 
was hospitalized, Dudley said. 
The Kia’s driver was unin-
jured.

The sergeant said there is 
no indication that speed was a 
factor, but that failure of the 
Toyota to yield right-of-way 
probably caused the accident. 
The investigation continues.

Genealogist to 
discuss restoring 

abandoned 
cemetery

A researcher will talk about 
“Reclaiming an Abandoned 
Family Cemetery: Challenges 
and Opportunities,” in Satur-
day’s online 
meeting of 
the Middle 
Peninsula 
African-
American 
Genealogi-
cal and His-
torical Soci-
ety.

The vir-
tual meeting 
begins at 11 
a.m. To re-
ceive an in-
vitation email mpaaghs.va@
gmail.com or call 804-651-8753.  
A notice said that while the 
meeting will not be recorded, 
a one-page handout will be 
distributed to participants.

Speaking will be Dr. Inez 
Tuck, a family historian and 
advocate for preservation, a 
notice said. The release noted 
that “Many cemeteries are 
abandoned over generations. 
This is especially true for Af-
rican Americans who often 
did not own the land or lost 
the property where ancestors 
were buried.

  The Grand Avery(a) cem-
etery in Johnston County, 
North Carolina, is one exam-
ple, and due to Tuck’s work, 
was reclaimed from abandon-
ment, the notice said.

Tuck embraced the resto-
ration of the family burial 
ground, championing resto-
ration with family members, 
landowners, and local gov-
ernment agencies. 

Tuck is Professor Emeritus 
at Virginia Commonwealth 
University and retired from 
academia in 2019 following 
her most recent positions as 
the dean of schools of nursing 
at North Carolina A&T State 
University and MGH Institute 
of Health Professions in Bos-
ton, Massachusetts.

She is described as a family 
historian and a genealogy en-
thusiast for over 40 years. 

Dr. Inez Tuck
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ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
Diabetic Eye Exams
Exams For All Ages

VSP and Eyemed Insurance
Commercial Medical Insurances Accepted
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F FREE ESTIMATES F
F WATCH REPAIRF
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P.O. Box 2060
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Journal (1904). 
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Gloucester planners recommend denial of event venue
BY MELANY SLAUGHTER

The Gloucester County 
Planning Commission met 
last Thursday in the colonial 
courthouse where members 
unanimously voted to recom-
mend denial of a proposed 
conditional use permit to es-
tablish an event venue on Bai-
leys Wharf Road overlooking 
the Ware River.

The proposed Wareview 
Manor Event Facility is po-
sitioned on 4.64 acres and is 
zoned C-2, Bayside Conserva-
tion. No new structures were 
proposed to be built on the 
property. 

The property has a single-
family dwelling, three-car ga-
rage apartment and a chapel. 
The land also has room for 56 
parking spaces, which will re-
main a grassy area.

The applicant, Tiffany A. 
Hellebrandt, as well as prop-
erty owners Bob and Mitch 
Simpson, who are brothers, 
proposed two to three events 
per month with a maximum 
of 140 guests per event and 

all operations ceasing by 11 
p.m. The current structures 
of the property would be in 
use with some temporary fa-
cilities (tents, portable toilets, 
etc.) being set up on an as-
needed basis. There would be 
potential off-site parking and 
a shuttle service to accommo-
date larger events.

Planner Tripp Little said 
that the proposed event facil-
ity use is inconsistent with 
the intent of the C-2 zoning 
district, which is primar-
ily intended for low-density 
residential development, and 
is also inconsistent with the 
character of the neighbor-
hood.

However, conditions of ap-
proval would include meeting 
the design requirements for 
a moderate-volume commer-
cial entrance and ceasing all 
outdoor activities associated 
with any events by 10 p.m. 
The project would also have a 
net positive fiscal impact.

“We are not trying to 
change this community,” said 
Hellebrandt, “but to enhance 

it for the future generations to 
enjoy. We are wanting to give 
this community a place where 
we can share the beauty of the 
Ware River that I have grown 
up on my entire life.”

Events would include wed-
dings, private parties, busi-
ness and corporate events, 
bar mitzvahs, birthday par-
ties, family reunions and local 
fundraisers.

“Planned occupancy is 
a maximum of 140 people 
for two to three events per 
month, including a wedding, 
not multiple weddings that 
are huge and large, but may-
be one wedding,” said Hel-
lebrandt, “and a few smaller 
events with minimal noise 
and traffic impact.”

Several residents with 
neighboring properties spoke 
on their reservations with the 
proposed event venue, citing 
traffic, noise and safety con-
cerns.

“Baileys Wharf Road is a 
narrow, winding road and 
cars must take great care 
when passing to avoid col-

lision,” said Tina Britt. “Of-
tentimes, animals are in the 
roads just around the cor-
ner. Additional cars on our 
road will put all drivers at in-
creased risk of collision with 
each other and with pets and 
with wildlife.”

“I think it’s a great idea, but 
I just think it’s the wrong lo-
cation,” said Bob Elrod. He 
broached concerns about 
traffic, noise pollution and al-
cohol consumption of guests 
visiting the event venue. 

“I am here to speak on be-
half of the many neighbors 
who live across the river,” 
said David Hudson. “We have 
already experienced some of 
the events at the manor. The 
joy of the noise gets ampli-
fied across the river, across 
the water. We’ve seen events 
there. It’s disruptive.” 

A couple of people did speak 
in favor of the proposed event 
venue.

“She’s [Hellebrandt] ask-
ing to bring people together,” 
said Star Mcgruder. “The one 
thing that this foundation in 

this community was built on: 
bringing people together.”

“If you’re talking two events 
a month, 12 hours of traffic 
time per how many hours a 
month,” said Ryan Vanhoudt. 
“I don’t see the disruption and 
your life quality going down 
but so much.” 

“I understand their con-
cerns,” said property owner 
Bob Simpson in response to 
the many comments disap-
proving of the event venue. 
“We really are trying to work 
within the community to lim-
it the noise. Like I said, the 
decibels, the time limit. I will 
enforce the time limit. And 
we’re trying to work around 
the traffic. I understand ev-
erybody’s concern. I think 
this has just been completely 
blown out of proportion. It’s 
just a little simple thing we’re 
trying to do here and I think 
it’s good for everybody.” 

Members of the planning 
commission echoed the con-
cerns of the public during dis-
cussion.

“Those are my concerns. 

Narrow roads, one way in, 
one way out,” said commis-
sioner Kenneth Richardson. 
“Where are you going to park 
everybody? I don’t think 56 
parking spaces is enough 
when you talk about the staff 
that will be needed on the 
property before, during and 
after [events]. I just think, like 
it’s been commented so many 
times before, great idea, great 
property, wrong location.” 

“All these properties are 
just too close together,” said 
commissioner Chris Poulson. 
“You do have open river that 
noise, live bands, DJ speak-
ers are going to carry every-
where. I don’t see how this can 
be pulled off without a mas-
sive, massive impact to the 
neighbors on a regular basis 
in a residential zoned area.”

The planning commission 
voted to recommend denial of 
the application to the board of 
supervisors by a vote of 7-0. 

have worked at Achilles,” 
saw Hogge in her statement 
during Guinea Heritage Day.

“Thank you again for this 
honor,” said Hogge.

The Guinea Heritage Asso-
ciation received a total of 41 
separate grand marshal nomi-
nations this year, which is the 
largest number ever received. 
Nominations typically range 
from six to 13 individuals. 

Other recognitions
In addition to the grand 

marshal announcement, sev-
eral others were recognized 
during Guinea Heritage Day.

The 2024 Guinea pageant 
winners were presented after 
being crowned on Saturday. 
They were Queen Sierra Mc-
Gill, Junior Miss Zoey Smith 
and Little Miss Dixie Lemons. 

Lee Abston’s artwork of a 

MELANY SLAUGHTER / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

This year’s Guinea Jubilee pageant winners were announced at Sunday’s Guinea Heritage Day. They are, from left, Little Miss 
Dixie Lemons, Junior Miss Zoey Smith and Queen Sierra McGill. 

MELANY SLAUGHTER / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Lee Abston proudly unveils his artwork of a deadrise at a seafood house, which 
was selected as this year’s official Guinea Jubilee print.

deadrise at a seafood house 
was unveiled as this year’s of-
ficial print. 

The Achilles Elementary 
School student art contest 
winners were pre-school stu-
dent Aleigha Robbins, kin-
dergartener Linley Chapman, 
first grader Ruby Austin, 
second grader Evalynn Hall, 
third grader Madelyn Porter, 
fourth grader Charlotte Elias, 
fifth graders Colt Jones (run-
ner-up) and Elin Scearce (first 
place).

A total of 32 cakes were 
made for the Guinea Cake Si-
lent Auction. 

The official Guinea Jubilee 
T-shirt was available for sale 
and features Browns Bay. 

The Guinea Jubilee cel-
ebrates its 43rd installation 
this year and will be held 
Sept. 27 and 28.

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A)

GUINEA HERITAGE DAY: Shirley West Hogge named this year’s grand marshal
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CUSTOM INTERIORS 
Our Services Include:

Home Decorating Consultation
Furniture for Any Decor

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

Bedding
Home Accessories

Pool and Patio

42 N. Main St. • Kilmarnock, VA  •  804-435-1329 
800-543-8894

www.wfbooth.com

C U L L E RC U L L E R
B R A X TO NB R A X TO N

Jamestown Settlement’s Director’s 
Series continues this fall

Dr. Ned Blackhawk Dr. Julian E. Zelizer Dr. Edward L. Ayers 

Local fiber artist invited to 
participate in Smithsonian show

Irvington UMC to hold 
Distinctive Bazaar

Presidency of John Adams 
topic of Sept. 19 talk

Aviation group meets 
next week

Jamestown Settlement’s Di-
rector’s Series continues this 
fall featuring three diverse 
conversations with experts 
in their field that will explore 
topics from Indigenous his-
tory to American democracy 
and diplomacy.

The Director’s Series, now 
in its third year and sponsored 
by TowneBank, features 
Christy S. Coleman, executive 
director of the Jamestown-
Yorktown Foundation, as she 
sits down with prominent 
scholars and public figures 
for lively and enlightening di-
alog surrounding our shared 
legacies of American history.

Programs will take place at 
7 p.m. on Sept. 16, Oct. 18 and 
Nov. 20 in Jamestown Settle-
ment’s Robins Foundation 
Theater. A book-signing by 
each speaker will follow each 
program at 8:30 p.m., and se-
lect books are available in the 
Jamestown Settlement muse-
um shop. Guests can reserve 
their live in-person or virtual 
seats for $10 per program. Ad-
mission is limited and tick-
ets must be purchased in ad-
vance online at jyfmuseums.
org/directorsseries.

Sept. 18: Dr. Ned Blackhawk
Ned Blackhawk, an enrolled 

member of the Te-Moak Tribe 
of Western Shoshone Indians 
of Nevada, will discuss how 
the historical past impacts the 
shift among Indigenous com-
munities, including popula-
tion increases, political activ-
ism and social movements. He 
is the Howard R. Lamar Pro-
fessor of History and Ameri-

can Studies at Yale University 
and is the faculty coordinator 
for the Yale Indigenous Per-
forming Arts Program, the 
Native American Language 
Project, The Henry Roe Cloud 
Dissertation Writing Fellow-
ship, and, as co-director, of 
the NYU-Yale American In-
dian Sovereignty Project. He 
is the author and co-editor 
of four books, including the 
winner of the National Book 
Award for “The Rediscovery 
of America: American Indians 
and the Unmaking of U.S. His-
tory” (Yale University Press, 
2022) and “Violence over the 
Land: Indians and Empires 
in the Early American West” 
(Harvard University Press, 
2006).

Oct. 16: Dr. Julian E. Zelizer
Julian Zelizer, a pioneer in 

the revival of American polit-
ical history, will explore the 
most pernicious myths of the 
American past and how myth 
is formed around national 
narratives, for better or for 
worse. He is the Malcolm Ste-
venson Forbes, Class of 1941 
Professor of History and Pub-
lic Affairs at Princeton Uni-
versity and a CNN Political 
Analyst and a regular guest 
on NPR’s “Here and Now.” He 
is also the Distinguished Se-
nior Fellow at the New York 
Historical Society. He is the 
author and editor of 20 books 
including, “The Fierce Urgen-
cy of Now: Lyndon Johnson, 
Congress, and the Battle for 
the Great Society” (2015), the 
winner of the D.B. Hardeman 
Prize for the “Best Book on 

Congress.” His most recent 
book, “Myth America,” co-
edited with Kevin M. Kruse 
(2023) is a New York Times 
bestseller.

Nov. 20: Dr. Edward L. Ayers
Ed Ayers, a two-time Ban-

croft prize-winning histo-
rian and author, University 
of Richmond professor and 
president emeritus, and for-
mer University of Virginia 
Dean of Arts and Sciences, 
will touch on his work in 
digital history and how this 
reimagining helps others to 
fully understand and visual-
ize the past. He has been hon-
ored as National Professor of 
the Year, a recipient of the 
National Humanities Medal 
in 2012, president of the Or-
ganization of American His-
torians, and was a founding 
board chair of the American 
Civil War Museum. He is the 
executive director of “New 
American History,” an online 
project based at the Univer-
sity of Richmond, designed 
to help students and teachers 
to see the nation’s history in 
new ways. Ayers is the au-
thor of numerous books, most 
recently the award-winning 
“American Visions: The Unit-
ed States, 1800-1860” (2023).

Jamestown Settlement, 
open daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. ex-
cept Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and New Year’s Day, is locat-
ed at 2110 Jamestown Road 
near Williamsburg, near the 
Colonial Parkway. For more 
information, call 757-253-4838 
or visit jyfmuseums.org.

Historic Christ Church 
& Museum’s 2024 Summer 
Speaker Series “The First 
Three: From Washington to 
Jefferson” concludes next 
week with a look at the presi-
dency of John Adams.

Historian Lindsay Chervin-
sky will give her talk on “Mak-
ing the Presidency: John Ad-
ams and the Precedents that 
Forged the Republic” at 5 p.m. 
next Thursday, Sept. 19, at the 
Lancaster County site.

Chervinsky will investigate 
the leadership and legacy of 
Adams, whose presidency 
marked a period critical to 
the survival of the American 
republic and helped define the 
office for those who followed, 
said HCC&M executive direc-
tor Robert Teagle. According 
to Chervinsky, Adams faced 
enormous challenges at home 
and abroad alongside impos-
sible expectations as Wash-
ington’s successor in a new 
nation unsure if the presiden-
cy could even work without 
the father of the country at 
the helm. Relying on his own 
ideas about executive power 
and the Constitution, Adams 
defended the presidency from 
his own often obstructionist 
cabinet, protected the nation 
from foreign attacks, and 
forged trust and dedication 
to election integrity and the 
peaceful transfer of power 
between parties despite the 
costs to his political future. 

Chervinsky argued that 
“Adams’s presidency was 
absolutely instrumental in 
shaping the executive branch 
more broadly but also the of-
fice of the Presidency. He was 
really the one that actually set 
the precedents for all of those 
that followed because what-
ever Washington did if no 
one else repeated them then 
they would be really interest-
ing little historical anomalies 
that are in footnotes in his-
tory books.”

“Instead,” she said, “when 
John Adams started to recre-
ate the activities that Wash-
ington did, to reaffirm the 
precedents that Washington 
had already established, it 
started to craft norms and 
customs that served as the 
scaffolding of the political sys-
tem and especially of the insti-
tution of the presidency. And 
that was essential because so 
little of our political system is 
actually written down and in-
stead it depends on the people 
in office and the people out-
side of office upholding those 
norms and customs and ex-
pectations.”

Chervinsky was recently 
named Executive Director of 
the George Washington Presi-
dential Library at Mount Ver-
non. She is author of “The 
Cabinet: George Washing-
ton and the Creation of an 
American Institution” (2020). 
Earlier this month Oxford 
University Press published 
her latest book, “Making the 
Presidency: John Adams and 
the Precedents that Forged 
the Republic.” Chervinsky 
regularly appears on the Lis-
tening to America podcast 
and news programs around 
the country. 

Tickets are $25 and include 
a wine and cheese reception 
before the presentation and 
a book-signing after (books 
not included). For tickets, 
visit ChristChurch1735.org. 
Historic Christ Church & Mu-

seum is located at 420 Christ 
Church Road, Weems. 

The series is made possible 
in part by a grant from VA250 
Commission in partnership 
with Virginia Humanities. 
The J. Edwin Treakle Foun-
dation also helped fund part 
of the series.

Lindsay Chervinsky

Barbara Brecher of North-
umberland County, a fiber 
artist and owner of I Felt 
Fine Design, has been invited 
to participate, for the second 
time, in the Smithsonian 
Craft2Wear show in Wash-
ington, D.C.

This is considered one of 
the finest wearable art shows 
in the country, a release said. 
It features American contem-
porary wearable craft and 
design including jewelry, 
leather, and clothing. 

Brecher will show her silk 
and wool one-of-a-kind fi-
ber work which she trans-
forms into jackets, wraps 
and scarves. Over the last 
20 years, she has worked 
to develop a felting process 
and dyeing techniques. She 
layers fibers and silk on a 
base of silk and attaches ev-
erything by wet felting the 
materials together with fine 
merino wool. 

The “First Dibs” opening 
reception of the show takes 
place Friday, Sept. 27, from 
5 to 8 p.m. The show contin-
ues Saturday, Sept. 28, from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, 
Sept. 29, from 10 a.m. to 4 

PHOTO BY MICHAEL GEISSINGER

Local fiber artist Barbara Brecher 
will take part in a Smithsonian show 
later this month. Here is one of her 
creations, a swing jacket with viscous 
fiber and merino wool felted onto a 
silk base.
p.m. at the National Building 
Museum, 401 F Street, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. For more 
information, visit smithson-
iancraft2wear.org.

After Oct. 1 Brecher’s work 
will be available at RAL Art 
Center in Kilmarnock, where 
she is an exhibiting artist and 

has won numerous awards. 
In addition, her work will be 
for sale at Pearl Boutique in 
Kilmarnock as well as at the 
C’ville Arts Cooperative Gal-
lery in Charlottesville.

For more than 20 years 
Brecher owned a graphic 
design and marketing firm 
in Old Town Alexandria, 
where she produced award-
winning designs. 

Until 2021 she served as 
the Executive Director of the 
Steamboat Era Museum in 
Irvington for 7+ years. Dur-
ing that time, she directed 
the restoration of the Po-
tomac pilothouse, designed 
the museum’s exhibits and 
created and designed a coffee 
table publication, “Steam-
Driven: How Steamboats 
Shaped the Future of Virgin-
ia’s Northern Neck.” 

Brecher, who grew up 
in Boston, Mass., lives in 
Lottsburg with her husband 
Michael Geissinger, a pho-
tojournalist, and Marvin, a 
Northern Neck rescue dog 
and “Mayor of Doctors Point 
Road.”

To see more of her work, 
visit IFeltFineDesign.com.

Irvington United Method-
ist Church will hold its 27th 
annual Distinctive Bazaar 
of the Northern Neck on 
Saturdays, Oct. 5 and Nov. 
2. The bazaar coincides with 
the Irvington Farmers’ Mar-
ket. Doors open at 9 a.m. 
both days and close at 1 p.m.

Cash donations will be ac-
cepted at the door for The 
Link and the Kilmarnock 
Food Bank. Gift items and 
baked goods will be avail-
able for purchase.

The church supports a 
Lancaster High School se-
nior with a $1,000 scholar-
ship. The balance of the 
proceeds will go into the 
church treasury to fund the 
church and its numerous 
mission projects during the 
year.

The church is located at 26 
King Carter Drive, Irving-
ton. For more information, 
visit the church’s Facebook 
page.

‘Get Out 
the Vote!’ 
postcard-

writing 
party 

planned

Northern Neck-Middle 
Peninsula Chapter of the 
Virginia Aeronautical His-
torical Society will hold its 
monthly buffet lunch meet-
ing next Thursday, Sept. 
18, at the Pilot House Res-
taurant, located on Route 3 
beside Hummel Field, Top-
ping.

The program will begin 
with a meet and greet seg-
ment at 11:30 a.m., with 
lunch at noon and the pro-
gram beginning at 12:30 

p.m. September’s topic has 
yet to be determined. Ev-
eryone interested in avia-
tion is invited to attend.

The group meets on 
the third Thursday of the 
month and holds presenta-
tions about current and his-
torical civilian and military 
aviation and some other 
topics.

For more information, 
email NelsonJody@veri-
zon.net. Include “VAHS” in 
the subject line.

A “Get Out the Vote!” post-
card-writing party, hosted by 
the Joint Peace and Social 
Justice Committee of UUFR 
(Unitarian Universalist Fel-
lowship of the Rappahan-
nock) and the Heathsville 
Quaker Worship Group, will 
take place on Wednesday, 
Sept. 25.

The gathering starts at 5 
p.m. with a supper. Postcards 
will be provided, and par-
ticipants are asked to bring 
postcard stamps. The group 
will write personal messages 
about the importance of vot-
ing on Nov. 5.

UUFR is located at 366 
James Wharf Road, White 
Stone. Respond by Saturday, 
Sept. 21, for a head count. 
RSVP by email (Quakers.
NNK@gmail.com) or by text 
(443-903-4439).
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READERS WRITE|

Letters To The Editor
Letters to the Gazette-Journal on any subject of public 

interest are always welcome. Letters should be 300 words or 
shorter, and all submissions must include the writer’s complete 
home mailing address, email and phone number should we 
need to reach you (this information is not published).

We favor letters that thoughtfully respond to or offer 
perspective or content published in the Gazette-Journal, and on 
local or state issues. The Gazette-Journal will not accept letters 
which comment on articles published in other periodicals. We 
do not accept letters that are primarily broad endorsements or 
attacks on political candidates or parties. Also, space limitations 
often prevent publication of thank-you letters.

We will refrain from printing more than one letter per month 
from an individual.

The right is reserved to edit letters for length, accuracy, clarity, 
tone, style and other considerations. The newspaper requires a 
physically signed copy for our records. That can be accomplished 
by sending a digital image, such as a JPEG, to the editor.

Voting 102
The 2024 Election Day is now less than eight 

weeks away. It’s sooner than that if  you 
decide to vote early, either in person or by 

mail-in ballot.
We’re assuming you checked everything off 

your list from our “Voting 101” editorial last 
week, that you meet all the state requirements, 
are registered to vote and have gone online to 
verify that you are in good standing, just to be 
sure.

Say that you have already decided how you’re 
going to cast your ballot and you just want to 
get it over with. Well, you’re in luck. Not too 
long ago, Virginia expanded its early voting op-
portunities.

The General Assembly enlarged access to ear-
ly voting ahead of  the 2020 elections in reaction 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Prior to that, Vir-
ginians had to meet one of  a number of  criteria 
(such as being out of  town on Election Day or 
being at work all day) in order to qualify for an 
absentee ballot. The change opened up excuse-
free early voting, both in person and by absen-
tee ballot.

Beginning next Friday, Sept. 20, registered 
voters can simply stop by their county’s regis-
trar’s office at their convenience, present their 
driver’s license or other acceptable form of  ID, 
get their ballot and cast their vote. The last day 
of  early in-person voting will be held on Satur-
day, Nov. 2, with special extended hours at regis-
trar’s offices set up as that deadline approaches.

You can also request an absentee ballot. Fri-
day, Oct. 25 is the last day to ask that a ballot be 
mailed to you. Once you receive that ballot, you 
can return it by mail (must be postmarked on or 
before Nov. 5 and received no later than noon on 
Friday, Nov. 8), dropped off before Election Day 
to the voter registration office (Gloucester also 
has a special drop box set up for this purpose) 
or on Election Day (by 7 p.m.) at the voter regis-
tration office or any polling place.

Of  course, you can go old school and cast your 
ballot on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5. Polls 
are open that day from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. As with 
early in-person voting, be sure to bring an ac-
ceptable form of  ID. To find your polling place, 
visit elections.virginia.gov/Voterinfo.

NFL picks
The National Football League began its regular season last Thursday with a 
match-up between the Baltimore Ravens and the Kansas City Chiefs, where the 
Chiefs took a 27-20 victory over the Ravens. We polled our Facebook followers 
for the team they root for every season. The Washington Commanders and the 
Pittsburgh Steelers tied for the top spot with 20.6 percent of the vote each, 
followed by the Dallas Cowboys (11.8 percent) and the Baltimore Ravens and 
the New Orleans Saints (tying at 5.9 percent of the vote each). Other choices 
among our survey takers were the Buffalo Bills, the Detroit Lions, the Green Bay 
Packers, the Indianapolis Colts, the Kansas City Chiefs, the Miami Dolphins and 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. A total of 14.7 percent of our voters indicated that 
they do not watch football. This survey was conducted on Facebook through 
Google Forms. The chart was made using Canva.

Wittman, Mehta 
should debate
Editor, Gazette-Journal:

The First District of Virgin-
ia has seated Rob Wittman for 
17 years. Currently he is fol-
lowing the practice of having 
focused topics for his presen-
tation. What is missing is the 
GOP’s Project 2025.

Trump has said he doesn’t 
know about this and Wittman 
has said nothing about this, 
but it is important to the life 
of the Republic. This Project 
is alive and needs to become 
a deciding factor in the elec-
tion.

This should bring a debate 
with Leslie Mehta, the run-
ning Democratic candidate. It 
is imperative for the citizens 
of the First District to under-
stand their standing on this 
topic.

John Bonner
Gwynn, Va.

Mehta for Congress
Editor, Gazette-Journal:

I had the pleasure of meet-
ing candidate for the House of 
Representatives, Leslie Meh-
ta, last week in Gloucester. 
Mrs. Mehta is quite impres-
sive and has an equally im-
pressive curriculum vitae. 
Her priorities include repro-
ductive freedom and afford-
able health care for all. She’s 
a strong supporter of public 
education and common-sense 
gun laws.

Based on personal expe-
rience, the sickness of her 
daughter, Mrs. Mehta became 
an advocate for children’s 
health and family support. 
She continues her bipartisan 
advocacy despite the death of 
her daughter. She has served 
Virginia under both Gover-
nors Northam and Youngkin. 
As an ACLU attorney, she de-
fended the free speech rights 
of the Unite the Right group 
but not their criminal vio-
lence. She is a fierce advocate 
for free speech protection. 
Mrs. Mehta has always shown 
she puts principle above par-
tisanship.

This is the person we need 
representing us in the United 
States Congress.

Ted Broderson
Mathews, Va.

The Bookers’ hope
Editor, Gazette-Journal:

Two interesting letters re-
cently (Mrs. Joseph on Au-
gust 15 and Mrs. Crittenden 
on September 5), critical of 
Gloucester’s board of supervi-
sors for deciding not to fund a 
study of future Fire and Res-
cue needs. This all stems from 
Gloucester Fire and Rescue’s 
purchasing of the former 
Booker property to build a 
new station.

In both letters both ladies 
were very complimentary 
of all the services our two 
departments provide for 
Gloucester’s citizens. That 
was good to hear.

These two ladies, especially 
Mrs. Joseph, have done many 
things to enhance the arts and 
our Main Street small busi-
nesses. Their contributions 
are greatly appreciated.

What’s not being mentioned 
is that the Booker family 
wanted to sell their property 
to Gloucester Fire and Res-
cue. That decision should be 
respected. The Booker family 
goes way back in our Court 
House history. Only Roane 
Booker and Al’s wife Janice 
remain. Hopefully they can 
see this taking place in the 
future.

With all the turmoil tak-
ing place in our society, we 
don’t need these petty differ-
ences in Gloucester. I hope 
Mrs. Joseph and the Main 
Street Association continue 
to be the good citizens they 
are and become supporters of 
Gloucester Fire and Rescue.

Buddy Rilee
Gloucester, Va. 

Wittman’s contributions
Editor, Gazette-Journal:

I was both surprised and 
disappointed by the recent let-
ter titled “Who will represent 
us best?” (Aug. 22 Readers 
Write). The criticisms aimed 
at Congressman Rob Wittman 
are not only misguided but 
also overlook the significant 
positive contributions he has 
made to our community.

As a longtime advocate for 
workforce education, I was 

Great support in Mathews
Editor, Gazette-Journal:

Wow! What a night at the 
February 2024 8th Annual 
Mathews Rotary Club’s Chili 
Cook-Off! Nearly 500 people, 
great chili and a true team 
effort by all five of the “com-
peting” organizations! This 
annual winter event is one of 
the most community-oriented 
in Mathews County.

We are currently soliciting 
Competing Organizations for 
the 9th Annual Chili Cook-
Off on Saturday, February 8, 
2025 (Super Bowl Saturday), 
4:30-7 p.m. at the Piankatank 
Ruritan Club. We are hoping 
to have an All-Star line-up of 
groups who only have helping 
others as their total mission. 
Keeping with that mission, 
all of the net funds raised go 
back in some form to help the 
Mathews community.

Please help our great citi-
zens by becoming a competi-
tor in this wonderful commu-
nity event. It’s requested that 
your response to participate 
be received no later than Sep-
tember 30, 2024 and should 
you have questions please do 
not hesitate to ask.

William E. (Bill) Stearns
Mathews Rotary Chili Cook-Off 

bstearns4646@gmail.com
Cobbs Creek, Va.

proud to see Wittman’s work 
on the 529 education savings 
accounts. Wittman’s Free-
dom to Invest in Tomorrow’s 
Workforce Act expands the 
use of 529 plans to cover post-
secondary training and cre-
dentialing programs. This bill 
is a game-changer for families 
in our district, making high-
er education and vocational 
training more accessible and 
affordable. To criticize Witt-
man for not addressing local 
issues is to ignore his efforts 
to provide better educational 
opportunities for our children 
and grandchildren.

The letter also blatantly ig-
nores Wittman’s commitment 
to veterans’ issues which are 
critical to many of his constit-
uents. His staunch support 
for the Veterans Choice Pro-
gram, which ensures timely 
and quality care for our vet-
erans, as well as voting for 
the final version of the PACT 
Act demonstrates his dedica-
tion to those who have served 
our country. Wittman’s push 
for increased funding and bet-
ter VA services is a testament 
to his genuine concern for 
our veterans.  Additionally, 
Wittman’s role on the House 
Armed Services Committee 
reflects his ability to balance 
national priorities with local 
needs. His efforts to strength-
en our national defense and 
support military families 
have far-reaching benefits, 
including right here at home.

It’s disheartening to see 
Congressman Wittman’s ef-
forts maligned through mis-
leading or inaccurate infor-
mation. His record is filled 
with achievements that di-
rectly benefit our community, 
and it’s time we acknowledge 
the real, positive impact he’s 
made. Our community and 
our Commonwealth are fortu-
nate to have him as our repre-
sentative in Washington.

Michael B. Watson 
Founder, former CEO, Control Automa-

tion Technologies Corporation
Former member House of Delegates, 

93rd District
Member, Virginia Manufacturing 

Development Commission
Gloucester, Va.

Shameless hypocrisy
Editor, Gazette-Journal

I can’t help but see more and 
more erratic political postur-
ing and shameless hypocrisy 
from our current Democrat 
U.S. Senator, Tim Kaine.

This time, Senator Kaine’s 
Communications Director, 
Michael Beyer, is saying that 
U.S. Senate candidate “Hung 
Cao’s radical plan to defund 
local law enforcement and cut 
federal law enforcement per-
sonnel is devastating to the 
livelihoods of Virginians who 
serve in law enforcement and 
could jeopardize the safety of 
every Virginian across the 
Commonwealth,” when no 
such plan from Hung Cao ex-
ists.

Now why would the slip-
pery Kaine campaign make 
such a bogus claim? Because 
they are trying to run cover 
for Tim Kaine’s own attacks 
on Virginia’s law enforce-
ment officers and families. 
Tim Kaine would like nothing 
more than for Virginia voters 
to forget that he, and his radi-
cal cohorts Cory Booker and 
Kamala Harris, co-authored 
and led the push for the Jus-
tice for Policing Act of 2020 
that called for job-inhibiting 
restrictions and mismatched 
punishments for police across 
America.

If Tim Kaine had his way, 
those professionals in the 
most hazardous profession 
across the country would be 
even further handicapped in 
their job of keeping Ameri-
cans safe. This is just another 
example of Democrats reveal-
ing their thirst for power, as 
seen by their absurd political 
posturing, at the expense of 
the well-being of American 
citizens.

Randall Casciello
North, Va.

We served
Editor, Gazette-Journal:

As an honorably discharged 
veteran and sole survivor 
of my father who was killed 
in action in World War II, I 
will never vote for a person 
who detests and disrespects 
the U.S. military as much as 
Trump does, nor should any 
veteran or active-duty mem-
ber who joined the service 
and took the oath to defend 
our country from foreign and 
domestic enemies.

Trump, a five-time draft 
dodger, does not want to ap-
pear with wounded military, 
believes captured U.S. mili-
tary members are not heroes, 
believes those who died serv-
ing their country are suckers 
and losers, believes the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom is 
equal to the Medal of Honor, 
and who recently desecrated 
the Arlington National Cem-
etery and all those heroes 
buried there for a campaign 
photo-op, wants to be our next 
Commander-in-Chief of the 
U.S. military.

I for one will not vote for a 
person who believes veterans, 
men and women currently 
serving our country, and all 
those millions of men and 
women who died in the ser-
vice of our country, are fools, 
losers, and suckers. And may 
God help America if he gets 
elected.

Patrick J. Cooney Sr. 
 MCPO, USN-ret. 

 Gloucester Point, Va.

A monumental choice
Editor, Gazette-Journal:

We are going to the polls for 
a monumental election. 

Take a moment and review 
your choices. Trump is 78 
and would be 82 at the end 
of his term. I would not want 
him holding the keys to the 
nuclear codes. However, his 
advanced age is not why I am 
voting against Trump. There 
are more obvious reasons.

America is built on the 
backs of small businesses and 
unions. Trump is against both 
these institutions. He led his 
businesses into bankruptcy 
six times … his history in-
cludes Trump Casino, Trump 
Airlines, Trump University … 
and the “Cons” go on. Is this 
the guy you want shaping our 
economy … maybe he can sell 
more Bibles or gym shoes?     

Trump is misogynistic. If 
you’re a woman or know a 
woman…then understand 
Trump is disrespectful to 
women.  If you think he is 
the better choice, then take 
a moment and “Google” the 
things that he has said about 
women over the past 20 years 
(remember the Billy Bush in-
terview). If you are still mak-
ing excuses for Trump, then 
maybe you need to ask your-
self why. He is a “Flim-Flam” 
Man that has many people 
fooled.

As a veteran, I am outraged 
that Trump has disrespected 
our military. He disrespected 
Senator John McCain, a hero 
who served in Vietnam; and 
Trump most recently deni-
grated our National Ceme-
tery. The Cheneys, true patri-
ots and 100% conservatives, 
have made it clear how they 
will be voting—Harris! Do 
you support our Country, or 
do you support someone who 
considers themselves above 
the law? 

I understand that you don’t 
like our choices but that 
doesn’t mean we elect an op-
portunist intent on taking 
instead of contributing to our 
great Nation. First and fore-
most, we must maintain our 
democracy. Our founding fa-
thers are counting on us. One 
more thing: America is Great!

James Davis
Gloucester, Va.

Safer under Trump
Editor, Gazette-Journal:

If anyone is inclined to vote 
for the Harris-Walz ticket, 
please consider the following:

Inflation: VP Harris is a 
San Francisco ideologue and 
a borderline illiterate on 
economies. In her role as VP, 
she was the tie-breaking vote 
in the Senate on the greatest 
inflation-causing bill (oppo-
sitely named!), the Inflation 
Reduction Act in August of 
22. Hence, the Biden-Harris 
administration’s inability to 
“fix” inflation in 3½ years. 
Inflation, which was at 1.4% 
in January 2021, when Biden-
Harris took over from Trump, 
5% in May of that year, rising 
to a high of 9.1% in June of 22. 
Since then, they have bragged 
about “lowering” it!

Crime: is skyrocketing 
in cities and even suburbs. 
(Democrats claim the rate 
has diminished statistically, 
but that’s because people are 
either fearful or discouraged 
from even reporting it.) Our 
entire criminal justice system 
has been sabotaged too.

SEE READERS WRITE, PAGE 7A
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long by district attorneys in 
our cities who “feel sorry” for 
criminals instead of their vic-
tims. The results of their poli-
cies are the reasons for all the 
riots, shoplifting, murders, 
drugs, etc., we watch with 
horror here in Gloucester. 
Have you seen all the reports 
on the Venezuelan gangs in 
Aurora, Colorado, taking over 
apartment buildings with 
guns, terrifying residents and 
staff? If not, your news source 
is defective. It’s been all over 
conservative news.

Illegals: Millions (10-20) of il-
legal migrants pouring across 
our southern and northern 
borders for 3½ years from all 
over the world, including ter-
rorist countries, never mind 
the “gottaways.” We don’t 
even know who or where 
most of them are. A ticking 
time bomb, to my mind. We 
have got to be the most stupid 
country in the world.

I could go on, but my 300 
words are up. This is my first 
letter to the editor! One last 
thought: Not only this coun-
try, but the world, was a far 
safer place under President 
Trump—for four peaceful 
years.

Jean Dudley
Gloucester, Va.

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6A)

READERS WRITE|

A ‘make or break’ decision
Editor, Gazette-Journal:

Friends, we face a “make or 
break” decision. Our ongoing 
experiment in representative 
government is in peril. If you 
don’t believe that, you haven’t 
been paying attention.

This election is not about 
bragging rights. The Ameri-
can dream is slipping away, 
and “the powers that be” are 
standing in the wings ap-
plauding. They believe We 
the People will not challenge 
them.

Be honest. Did you ever 
think you would witness:

—Erasure of our Southern 
border  

—Entry of 30 million ille-
gals, from 100+ countries—in-
cluding 30,000 Chinese nation-
als. Note:  Only 19 terrorists 
toppled the Twin Towers, 
crippled our economy and 
sent our leaders into bunkers.

—A $35 trillion deficit, 3.5 
years of record inflation, with 
free housing, food, and health 
care for millions of non-cit-
izens. The solution? Social 
Security and Medicare for all 
and cancellation of student 
debt. It’s only money!  

—Police and military re-
cruitment at all-time lows.

—Voting rights for non-citi-
zens. Where else in the world 
is that happening?

—The shameful withdrawal 
from Afghanistan—leaving 
U.S. citizens and allies de-
fenseless, injured or dead. 
And, $8 billion in arms left be-
hind for Al Qaeda. 

The state of our Union is not 
good, and the left has prom-
ised to:

—Implement the gargantu-
an Green New Deal.

—Eliminate Trump tax 
cuts—raising income, capital 
gains and inheritance taxes.

—Outlaw combustion en-
gines.

—End fracking, drilling, 
pipelines and energy indepen-
dence.

—Deliver amnesty for non-
citizens.

Reminder: taxes never 
generate prosperity. Look at 
Europe. Only revving up the 
American business engine 
will bring us back from the 
brink. We’ve seen how that 
works. It was only four years 
ago. Remember?

Thoughtfully consider 
what the Harris team wants 
for America. If the socialists 
gain power, we’re finished. 
Trump’s call to Save America 
is a rally cry for unity and 
common cause. Join me and 
vote for America.

Dawn Hall
Deltaville, Va.

Congressional children
Editor, Gazette-Journal:

Senator J.D. Vance, who 
aspires to be vice president, 
has opined that people with 
children should have more 
votes than those who do not. 
In essence, this gives children 
a vote.

Well, why not? They are 
already in Congress. These 
Congressional children call 
themselves “Republicans” 
and they slavishly follow ev-
ery dictate of a large, egotisti-
cal bully named Trump. Now 

this Trump fellow is a real 
piece of work. He is the Re-
publican candidate for presi-
dent even though he is a con-
victed felon, a habitual liar, 
abuser of women and, above 
all, an insurrectionist.

He is the consummate con 
man and has convinced many 
that he has been sent by God 
to help them. He has embel-
lished this by selling Bibles 
(and sneakers and T-shirts, 
too). Good grief.

But it can be easily solved 
in November by voting the 
“children” out of office, elect-
ing adults to take their place 
and exiling Trump to his golf 
course in Dubai.

Arthur H. Jennette, M.D.
Williamsburg, Va.

It all comes down 
to Jan. 6, 2021
Editor, Gazette-Journal:

For me, it all comes down to 
January 6, 2021.

It started earlier, of course, 
with Donald Trump’s claim 
that the 2020 Presidential 
election had been stolen from 
him. He was lying. Evidence 
spread over more than 60 le-
gal complaints shows he lost 
the election. But even today 
he lies about it.

Then came January 6 and 
the insurrection. I watched 
it online in real time, along 
with millions of people across 
the nation, across the whole 
world. It was violent, there 
was a gallows, police were at-
tacked, and people died. And 
it was all for Trump, all be-
cause of Trump, all because of 
Trump’s lies.

All because Trump wouldn’t 
admit he had lost the election.

And out of that big lie came 
another lie, the lie that says 
there was no insurrection, 
just a peaceful protest, and 
that all those people convict-
ed of the crimes they commit-
ted as part of the insurrection 
were just peaceful protesters.

But I saw the insurrection. I, 
along with millions of people 
worldwide, watched it in real 
time. Later I saw the evidence 
presented systematically by 
the Select Committee of the 
January 6 Commission show-
ing that the insurrection was 
fomented by Donald Trump 
in an effort to stop the peace-
ful transfer of power to a duly 
elected president.

The peaceful transfer of 
power is a hallmark of elected 
government. The procedure 
followed by this nation is 
specified by the U.S. Constitu-
tion. If we give that up, what 
do we become?

And yet Trump tried to over-
turn an election. He fomented 
an insurrection by telling lies 
which he continues to tell.

Can you vote for someone 
like that? I can’t.

For me, the Presidential 
election of 2024 all comes 
down to January 6, 2021, and 
the willful, purposeful, dan-
gerous lies of a loser.

Molly Hoffman
Gwynn, Va.

How to vote
Editor, Gazette-Journal:

Briefly, I am an octogenar-
ian (84) and as such have lived 
through 1/3 of American his-
tory.

I observed and read over 
six decades of what may be 
described as the Rise and 
Decline of the greatest Con-
stitutional government ever 
devised by man.

My purpose is to make, how 
to vote, easier.

After these six decades of 
observing political and social 
issues, my opinion is thus:

Vote Democratic (liberal, 
behavior without limit) and 
our nation continues its six-
decade decline, or

Vote Republican (conserva-
tive, constitutional) and our 
national decline is once again 
on pause.

That is all I have to say.
Frank Sardina

Hudgins, Va.

Socialism
Editor, Gazette-Journal:

Remember years ago when 
Barack Obama promised 
to “fundamentally change 
America”? Well, he’s done it.

The proof is right in front of 
you: candidates for the highest 
offices are avowed Socialists, 
without merit, documented li-
ars on an epic scale, without 
a shred of honor. Democrat 
big-wigs have pushed them 
forward and the media has 
played along, and we’re sup-
posed to think they’re of the 
same class as Washington or 
Lincoln? They’re nothing but 
liars and buffoons—and it’s 
obvious to all of us! That’s not 
the “change” anyone wanted.

It’s time for you Democrats 
to admit it. You’re been played 
for suckers and chumps for 16 
years. It’s time to assert your 
individual voices and reject 
these two clowns who want to 
claim the authority to be your 
“leaders.” Neither of these 
two are worthy of your vote 
or your support. If a Kennedy 
can make the break, so can 
you. So do it.

You can vote Socialism in, 
but you can’t vote it out.

Charles Selph
Hayes, Va. 

Affordable Housing
Editor, Gazette-Journal:

Affordable Housing has be-
come the mantra of the Demo-
crats and indeed, the influx 
of many thousands of illegals 
has led to a housing shortage, 
as have high interest rates, 
the added construction costs 
(23%) required by regula-
tions, and the increased cost 
of materials. Although the 
idea of bountiful affordable 
housing seems wonderful, the 
Democrat approach warrants 
a closer look.

In 2015, the Obama Admin-

istration instituted the Af-
firmatively Furthering Af-
fordable Housing Act which 
promoted “high-density/low-
income” development. Any 
grants for HUD funding—in-
cluding in rural communities 
like ours—required rezoning 
actions to allow multifamily 
structures to be built in sub-
urbs with existing single-fam-
ily zoning.

 The Trump Administra-
tion rescinded that act and 
replaced it with the Preserv-
ing Communities and Neigh-
borhood Choice rule which 
allowed suburban areas to 
retain their zoning for green 
spaces. 

 In July 2021, the Biden Ad-
ministration cancelled the 
Trump rule and reinstated 
the Obama requirements. 
And this is what the Harris/
Walz Administration is push-
ing. At the DNC Convention, 
Kamala Harris promised to 
build 3 million housing units.  

Government-funded solu-
tions with cumbersome DEI 
requirements and red tape 
seldom work. One need only 
drive into Richmond from the 
east on I-64 to see acre upon 
acre of cheaply constructed 
developments full of small 
apartments along the inter-
state. People are crowded into 
these shoddy structures with 
no pride of ownership and no 
healthy green space. The av-
erage American who wants a 
lawn and garden and plenty of 
space for children to run and 
play will no longer have that 
choice as high-density/low-
income housing is put in their 
backyard.

Trump, a builder all his life, 
also addressed the housing 
shortage, presenting com-
mon-sense solutions. First, 
remove illegal occupants 
from existing housing.  Then 
cut excessive regulations and 
reduce costs of materials and 
construction by lowering en-
ergy cost with fossil fuels, 
thereby making the Ameri-
can dream of home ownership 
accessible once again.

Rosemary Smith
Moon, Va.

ing Band, and LoveWorks, 
the organization raising 
funds to put a LOVE sign on 
the court green.

Two longtime Market 
Days volunteers were hon-
ored during opening cere-
monies—Terry Dixon, who 
has 25 years of service, and 
Linda Hernandez, with over 
30 years.

“We couldn’t do it without 
these guys,” said Roahrig.

Opening day on Friday 
had steady attendance dur-
ing the day, said Roahrig, 
but “once the schools let 
out and kids showed up, 
it was amazing.” All of the 
activities in the children’s 
area were free to partici-
pants, from games with 
Captain Slackbeard and 
the Cutthroat Crew pirate 
reenactors to balloons, face-
painting, pony-painting, 
an archaeological dig, and 
lots of crafts. Out of 400 
birdhouses provided for 
children to complete, there 
were two left, she said, add-
ing that 35 generous spon-
sors provided $7,540 to pay 
for the children’s activities, 
and “we spent it all, and 
then some.”

The first-ever youth block 
party and dance on Friday 
evening was well-attended, 
said Roahrig. The festival 
had purchased 600 glow 
sticks to hand out for the 
event, and had only around 
50 left over. Morningstar 
Marinas gave out free cot-
ton candy during the entire 
party, held from 5-8 p.m.

On the down side, Roah-
rig said the Mathews Lions 
Club, a perennial favorite 
food vendor, didn’t have the 
manpower to participate 
this year, and two regis-
tered food vendors canceled 
at the last minute due to ill-
ness, so there were no dog-
gy treats or funnel cakes. In 
addition, not much interest 
was shown in the Crab Rac-
es, she said, so next year’s 
festival might see a differ-
ent spin on the traditional 
favorite activity, perhaps 
with hermit crabs instead 
of blue crabs.

and zoning director in the 
absence of an employee to 
fill the position, about Vir-
ginia’s status as a Dillon 
Rule state. The Dillon Rule, 
said Wilson, “is a legal prin-
ciple that local governments 
have limited authority and 
can pass ordinances only 
in areas where the General 
Assembly has granted clear 
authority.”

“The state only gives us 
authority to make certain 
rules,” said Wilson. “We 
can be more restrictive, but 
never less restrictive.”

“We must follow state 
law,” said Wilton.

Meade had earlier moved 
to table the matter because 
he said the Dillon Rule had 
not come up before in the 
decision-making process, 
he was not familiar with 
the rule, and he wanted to 
seek legal counsel to help 
determine whether there 
were any exceptions to the 
rule. But commission chair 
Billy Cook argued that the 
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Shawn and Savannah Carter of Cobbs Creek take a short break for a photo op while enjoying the children’s area at Mathews 
Market Days on Saturday.

matter had been pending 
for four months and that the 
commission had previously 
heard from the environmen-
tal health supervisor of the 
Mathews Health Department, 
who had explained the rea-
sons for limiting the number 
of occupants permitted and 
had made it clear that the 
ordinance was in violation 
of health department regula-
tions.

Request for CUP
After an earlier public hear-

ing, the commission voted 
unanimously to support a re-
quest by local business own-
er Trudy Flippin that she be 
allowed to live in a residence 
at 15967 John Clayton Memo-
rial Highway, located across 
the road from the VDOT 
shed, and operate her por-
table toilet business on the 
property from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
seven days a week. 

Flippin clarified that waste 
from the toilets is disposed of 
at an HRSD facility in York-
town, but the units would be 

sanitized at the residential 
site.

No one from the public 
raised any objections to the 
proposal, and Rick Carson 
of Onemo, a neighbor of 
Flippin’s at her current resi-
dence, praised the way she 
manages the business.

“They do such a wonderful 
job,” he said. “Any questions 
of cleanliness or hazardous 
conditions are baseless. She 
keeps them clean, in a row, 
and looking nice.”

Public hearings canceled
Two public hearings origi-

nally scheduled for Tuesday 
night’s meeting were can-
celed by the applicants earlier 
in the day. Both hearings in-
volved controversial requests 
for conditional use permits to 
establish solar farms in the 
county, one on a parcel on 
Buckley Hall Road at Hudgins 
and one on a parcel fronting 
partly on Route 14 and partly 
on Church Street in Mathews. 
No reason was provided to the 
public for the cancellations.
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James Givens of Mathews digs for artifacts at the Fairfield Foundation archaeolog-
ical dig adjacent to Tompkins Cottage on Saturday during Mathews Market Days.
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Dianne and Glenn Scatchard of Mathews from left, opt for crabcakes for lunch, 
provided by Ruritan volunteer Hannah Reid on Saturday at Mathews Market Days.

The entertainment through-
out the festival “was amaz-
ing,” said Roarhig, from the 
Mathews High School March-
ing Band to The Detonators, 
the band that performed for 
Saturday’s street dance. She 
said all the volunteer help 
was greatly appreciated, in-
cluding CERT volunteers who 
helped with road closures, the 
church-affiliated LIFT group, 
ROTC, the YMCA and the 
Mathews High School Blue 
Devils football team.

The traditional Saturday 
Night Street Dance was well-
attended, as well, said Roah-
rig, with nearly 150 people 

there, and the first-ever sale 
of alcoholic beverages at the 
dance was a hit. The only 
trouble encountered was “a 
handful of teens who were 
just doing too much” and 
were asked to leave, she said.

Roahrig, who served as 
chair this year for the first 
time, said the festival has 
been “a full-time job” since 
April for her and co-chair 
Casey Pisarek.

“It’s like planning the ul-
timate birthday party,” she 
said.

For information about 
Mathews Market Days, visit 
mathewsmarketdays.org. 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A)

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A)

MATHEWS PLANNERS: Solar farm hearings canceled

MARKET DAYS: Near-perfect weather prevails
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Happy Heavenly Birthday

Brice Master
9/13/87 ~ 1/6/2008

We Miss You So Much!
Love,

Dad, Mom, Kris, Samantha, Nathan, Rylan and Brinley

DRUSELLA (DRU) ADKINS

Drusella (Dru) Adkins 
was born on June 1, 1948 in 
Newport News, Va., to Em-
mett D. (Buddy) Smith Jr. 
and Ann P. Smith.

She attended Jane H. 
Bryan Elementary School 
in Hampton, Va., until 1957, 
when the family moved to 
Long Island, N.Y. Dru at-
tended elementary and 
junior high in Hauppauge 
from 1957-1964. She started 
playing clarinet in the el-
ementary school band and 
then played oboe in the junior/senior high school band.

The Smith family returned to Hampton in 1964, where 
Dru attended Hampton High School and worked part-time 
evenings and weekends as a telephone operator for Bell At-
lantic (now Verizon). Following her graduation in 1966, Dru 
continued to work part-time as a telephone operator while 
attending classes at Christopher Newport University.

In 1967, Dru left college to accept a full-time telephone 
operator position with Bell Atlantic in Newport News. She 
retired as a service representative in 1993 with 28 years of 
service.

In 1968, Dru married Elvin (Butch) Adkins and celebrated 
48 years of marriage until his death in 2017. While living in 
Hampton, they built a house in Gloucester and moved there 
in 2000, where Dru became a member of St. Therese Catholic 
Church.

Dru was an active retiree; she was a member and officer for 
the local Bell Atlantic (Verizon) Pioneers, where she served 
as president in 2007. She sang in the St. Therese choir and 
was a member of the Theresians. She also completed over 
2,000 hours of volunteer service with the Master Gardeners.

Due to her failing health, she spent her last 14 months at 
Heron Cove in Gloucester where she passed away in the 
company of family and friends on September 4, 2024. She is 
survived by her sister, Nancy Steelman (Roger); brother, Dr. 
Martin F. Smith (Joyce); nephew, Thomas Antonio (Tony) 
Vigilante; cousins, and many friends.

The family received friends at the funeral home on Mon-
day, September 9, 2024, from 4-5:30 p.m. A Mass was held on 
Tuesday, September 10, 2024, at 12 p.m. at The Church of St. 
Therese. Interment was Wednesday, September 11, 2024, at 
11 a.m. at Parklawn Memorial Park in Hampton. Memorial 
donations may be made to Gloucester-Mathews Humane 
Society, The Shriners Children’s Hospital, or to the Arbor 
Foundation.

Andrews Funeral Home, Gloucester, was in charge of ar-
rangements.

SADIE B. COOK

Sadie B. Cook, 93, of Gloucester, died on Sunday, Sept. 8, 
2024. She was a native of Gloucester and member of Bethel 
Baptist Church.

She is survived by a son, Charles Wythe Cook Jr. and 
sister, Ruth Palmer. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, Leroy and 
Sadie Stubbs Johnson; stepmother, Edith Green Johnson; 
husband, Charles Wythe Cook Sr.; siblings, Marshall, Mil-
dred and Catherine.

A funeral service will be held at noon Saturday, Sept. 
14 in Bethel Baptist Church on Hickory Fork Road, 
Gloucester. Burial will be in the church cemetery. Mrs. 
Cook will be placed in the church at 11 a.m. for viewing.

Howard Funeral Home, Ark, is assisting the family.

MILEE SUE FREEMAN
Milee Sue Freeman, mother of David Freeman, 62, of 

Hayes, died on Monday, Sept. 9, 2024.
Services are private and under the direction of Hogg Fu-

neral Home & Crematory, Gloucester Point.

CATHERINE VIRGINIA HUDGINS KING

Catherine Virginia 
Hudgins King passed away 
on Saturday, September 
7, 2024, at 1:13 p.m. Born 
in Mathews, Virginia, on 
May 31, 1926, she recently 
returned from Tampa, Flor-
ida, to reside in Gloucester, 
Virginia.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Wal-
ter Hayes King Jr.; son, Au-
brey King; daughter, Iris 
King Johnson.

She attended Thomas 
Hunter High School in Mathews, and earned her high school 
diploma from Douglas High School in Baltimore, Maryland. 
Catherine earned a number of certificates and higher educa-
tion credits at a number of business schools and universities 
from Baltimore to Virginia. She remained grounded in her 
spiritual relationship with God and the church, at Antioch 
Baptist Church, Susan (Mathews), and at Shepherdsville 
Baptist Church, Gloucester. 

Throughout her life and career, while raising her family, 
she remained an integral part of the Gloucester commu-
nity. She worked in various positions in Gloucester Public 
Schools, the Virginia Workforce Network, and provided vol-
unteer support for various organizations.     

She leaves to cherish fond memories, her son, Cornelius 
“Bubba” King (daughter-in-law, Eva); daughter, Yvonne 
King Booker; grandchildren, Lynette King, Aubrohn King 
(Monica), Katrina King (Darren), Anthony King; great- 
grandchildren, Nathan, Christian, Michael, Jonathan, Joy-
lynn, Makayla; nieces, nephews, cousins, and many other 
loved relatives and friends. 

Memorial services will take place at Shepherdsville Bap-
tist Church, 8729 Farys Mill Road, Gloucester, Va. 23061 on 
Saturday, September 14, 2024, at 11 a.m. 

In lieu of flowers, the family wishes your kind expres-
sions be donated to the American Heart Association in 
honor of Catherine King at https://www.heart.org and the 
Gloucester Retired Educators Association (GREA)/Car-
ris Harris Scholarship), P.O. Box 221, Hayes, Va. 23072 c/o 
Wylonna E. Harris.

Services under the direction of Hogg Funeral Home.

JAMES LITTLETON MASON

James Littleton Mason, age 
94, of Gloucester, was born 
on March 21, 1930. He died on 
Friday, September 6, 2024.

His parents were Rennie 
Shackelford and Benjamin 
North Mason. He was pre-
ceded in death by his brother, 
Benjamin North Mason Jr. 
(Allene). He spent most of his 
life in Hopewell, Virginia.

He is survived by his wife 
of 56 years, Carole Preddy 
Mason; two sons, Deane Lip-
scomb (Maggie) and Scott Lipscomb (Wendy); two stepsons, 
Travis and Garrett Lipscomb; two brothers-in-law, James 
Donald Preddy (Lynn) and Gregory Preddy.

Jim’s life passions were flying, tennis, boating, bird hunting 
with his dog, Beau, and playing gin rummy or poker at the 
Westwood Club in Richmond.

Jim retired from Sovran Bank, which is now Bank of Amer-
ica, as an Executive Vice President in charge of commercial 
real estate lending. He served his country as a Marine Corps 
Reservist and was later drafted into the U.S. Army during the 
Korean War conflict.

All services will be private.  

GLEN HADEN NULL
Glen Haden Null, 86, of Hayes, died at his home on Sept. 5, 

2024.
He was born in War, West Virginia, on Feb. 14, 1938.
Survivors include his wife of 56 years, Nancy; his daugh-

ters, Courtney of Hayes, and Cari of Neenah, Wis.; his son, 
Tony of New Kent; seven grandchildren, and three great-
grandchildren.

He was predeceased by his parents, Arthur and Myrtle 
Null; sisters, Shirley, Vera, Reva, Freda, and brother, Cecil.

A Celebration of Life will be held by the family at a later 
date. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be 
made to Riverside Health Hospice Care, 701 Town Center, 
Suite 1000, Newport News, Va. 23606 or Abingdon Volunteer 
Fire & Rescue, P.O. Box 9, Bena, Va. 23018.

MERLIN RAY STEIDER
Merlin Ray Steider of 

Gloucester, beloved father 
and grandfather, went home 
to his Lord and Savior on Fri-
day, August 16, 2024, after a 
long illness. Merlin was born 
on March 24, 1943 in Mead-
ville, Pa. He was one of nine 
children born to Ray and 
Ruth Oswald Steider. In 1973, 
Merlin married Barbara Lin-
ski, and together they raised 
five children. Merlin was a 
loving father to his children, a 
devoted husband and a kind, 
supportive presence to his family, friends, and community.

Merlin attended Eastern Mennonite College and pursued 
graduate studies at Wayne State University. Throughout 
his career, he served as the administrator of Sanders Nurs-
ing Home in Gloucester, Va., worked in private practice, and 
owned his own practice, Steider and Associates.

Merlin dedicated his life to counseling, offering kind words 
and help to others in need.

Merlin was preceded in death by his parents, Ray and Ruth 
Steider, and his brothers, Dean Steider and Don Steider.

He is survived by his wife, Barbara (Linski) Steider, and his 
children: Kyle Steider (Emma) of Richmond, Va., Lee Steider 
(Carol) of Yorktown, Va., Jeremy Steider of New Kent, Va., 
Jonathan Steider (Jamie) of Annandale, Va., and Melinda 
Moore (Will) of Bumpass, Va. He also leaves behind six ador-
ing grandchildren, Ethan Steider, Jackson Steider, Annabelle-
Virginia Steider, Logan Steider, Alexa Steider and Jeremy 
Steider.

Merlin is also survived by his siblings: Arliss Ketchum 
(Steelman) of Gloucester, Va., Alice Stoltzfus (Merlin) of Cor-
ry, Pa., Wilma Hadlock (Bill) of Ellicott City, Md., Carol Hen-
nigh (Ron) of Meadville, Pa., Larry Steider (Judi) of Cable, 
Ohio, and Jim Steider of Conneaut Lake, Pa.

On October 13, the family will receive visitors at 3 p.m. and a 
Celebration of Life service will follow at 4 p.m. at Cornerstone 
Fellowship Church, located at 2243 Buckley Hall Road, Cobbs 
Creek, Va. 23035.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations to Riverside 
Walter Reed Hospice, 7358 Main Street, Gloucester, Va. 23061 
or Cornerstone Fellowship Church, 2243 Buckley Hall Road, 
Cobbs Creek, Va. 23035.

JAMES ANTHONY PAVIK SR.
June 19, 1956-Sept. 5, 2024

This is the testimony of 
a man who has lived a full 
life. 

Born in Faribault, Minn., 
on June 19, 1956 to Janice 
Elaine (Huskamp) and Mal-
vin Anthony Pavik (Bonita 
Bay, Fla.). Brother to Alan 
Charles (McKinney, Tex-
as), Paul Thomas (Naples, 
Fla.), Debra Porter (Mike) 
(Fredericksburg, Va.), Joan 
Geckle (Steve) (Parkton, 
Md.), Linda Kuligowski 
(Ted) (Ellicott City, Md.), 
Douglas Todd (Kriss) (Red-
wood Falls, Minn.), and Kimberly Pavik (Fairfax, Va.).  

Husband to Deona Bailey, whom I have loved since the 
first moment I saw her in Atlanta, and who has been my 
confidant, conscience, best friend, and lover for 41 years. 
Together, we have shared a brilliant life together, and the 
beauty of a baby’s first breath five times. Father to Nicho-
las Andrew (Mathews, Va.), Marla Lavon Pizzicara (John) 
(Anchorage, Alaska), Christian Thomas (Arlington, Va.), 
Amanda Alaine (Duncanville, Texas), and James Anthony 
Jr. (Dallas, Texas). Proud Grandfather, “Grumpy,” to Alya, 
Elijah, Annika, and Samson. 

I have seen the sun rise and fall on three continents. I have 
swum with dolphins in the Atlantic, Pacific Gulf of Mexico, 
Mediterranean; and with wildlife in countless lakes and riv-
ers across this great country. I have bent knee and prayed 
in steepled churches with Cardinals, and on the street with 
the homeless. I have confessed my sin in St. Peter’s Basilica, 
and alone in the desert. I have admired the endless big sky 
of the West, the fog shrouded valleys of Appalachia, expe-
rienced the warmth of the Everglades, and the coldness 
of early morning fishing on the Lake of the Woods on the 
Canada/Minn. border. I have hiked parts of the John Muir 
Trail in Yosemite, Bright Angel trail in the Grand Canyon, 
the Amalfi coast of Italy, Stanley Park in Vancouver, Impe-
rial Palace Park in Tokyo, the Cotswolds in England, and 
the Tahoe Rim and Appalachian Trails; while feeling at 
home with the thousands of laps walking around the track 
at Mathews High School.

I spent the first part of my business career with 17 years in 
the automotive industry with corporate positions for Ford, 
Audi, Range Rover, Lexus and Toyota. I spent the remain-
der of my working life creating two successful entrepre-
neurial practices: The Pavik Group, Inc. and Pavik Wealth 
Management, Inc. I have felt the need to volunteer and as-
sist when and where I could: Chairperson of the Mathews 
County Library Board of Trustees, President of Concerts 
By The Bay, Board member of the Mathews Historical Mu-
seum, Worshipful Master for Oriental #20 AF&AM, Deputy 
Grand Knight for the Knights of Columbus Lady by the Bay 
Council, Finance Chairperson for Francis de Sales Catho-
lic Church; while providing my services when and where I 
was asked for the betterment of the communities in which 
Deona and I lived.  

I have been blessed to know many wonderful people (some 
of whom may be reading this now) whom I call great friends. 
I have known a few who have become part of my personage. 
Some of those closest to me were called to the Lord before 
me, far too early in human time. Now, it is my turn to stand 
before and be judged by our Lord, Jesus Christ. My heart is 
full. My Lord has called me home on eagle’s wings.

God bless.   
A funeral mass will be held on Friday, September 13, 2024, 

at 11 a.m. at the Church of Francis de Sales, Mathews. In-
terment with Masonic rites will follow at H.C. Smither Me-
morial Cemetery, Hudgins. The family will receive friends 
on Thursday, September 12, 2024, from 5-7 p.m. at Faulkner 
Funeral Homes, Foster-Faulkner Chapel, Mathews.

FREDA JOYCE WINSLOW
Freda Joyce Winslow, 85, of Gloucester, died at her home 

on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024. 
Full obituary to follow. Services under the direction of 

Hogg Funeral Home & Crematory, Gloucester Point.

IN MEMORIAM|

First Day of 
Fall Walk to be 
held Sept. 22
Registration is open for a 

First Day of Fall Walk spon-
sored by Friends of Dragon 
Run. It will be held in the 
woods of Big Island beginning 
at 10 a.m. on Sunday, Sept. 22.

“Soon we will feel the re-
freshing approach of cooler 
temps, falling leaves, and mi-
grating birds,” said a press 
release. “The time is ripe to 
walk the forest as it prepares 
to shed its summer raiment 
and rest for next year’s spring 
awakening.”

For details about the walk 
and signup instructions, visit 
dragonrun.org. 

Friends of Dragon Run is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit corpora-
tion whose mission is to pro-
tect, preserve, and encourage 
the wise use of the Dragon 
Run watershed through edu-
cation, stewardship, and citi-
zen science.
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LEGAL NOTICE

The Mathews County Board of Supervisors hereby gives notice that on Thursday, 
September 19th, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. or soon thereafter, the public may be heard, at the 
Historic Courthouse located at 27 Court St, Mathews, Virginia, the Board of Supervisors will 
hold a joint public hearing, as follows:

Application #10-CUP-24: Request by Elizabeth M. Tatterson, Norman Merritt, III, Property 
Owners and Trudy L. Flippin, Applicant, for a Conditional Use Permit pursuant to Section §175-
5.3 (7) of the Mathews County Zoning Ordinance, to allow the applicant to reside in the existing 
residence and operate a portable toilet rental business. The subject residence is located at 15967 
John Clayton Memorial Highway, Mathews, VA 23109 and the existing garage is located at 
15987 John Clayton Highway, Mathews, VA 23109.  The property is identified as Tax Map 
Parcels 14-A-28 & 14-2-5A and zoned Rural (R-U).

The applications, supporting documentation and Ordinances are on file in the Administration 
Building, 50 Brickbat Road, Mathews, Virginia, Mon-Fri, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  Any written 
correspondence or telephone inquiries concerning these matters should be directed to the 
Administration Office, P.O. Box 839, Mathews, VA 23109, (804) 725-7172 or via 
email mcadministration@mathewscountyva.gov. Those persons with physical disabilities 
requiring assistance order to participate in the hearings may request such assistance by 
contacting the Administration Office. 

Run September 5th and September 12th, 2024.

Please send certification to Administration,  P. O. Box 839, Mathews, VA  23109

Bill: Mathews County Administration
Address: P. O. Box 839

Mathews VA  23109 
Tel: 804-725-2161

Livestrong
LIVESTRONG, a free, 12-week program for those surviving and fighting cancer, begins this month at the Mathews Family 
YMCA in Hudgins. Classes will be held Tuesdays and Thursdays beginning Sept. 17 and ending Dec. 12. The free program 
will focus on building muscle mass and strength; increasing flexibility, endurance, and balance; and improving confidence 
and self-esteem. The program “focuses on you—the whole person—not cancer,” a release said. The program is open to 
those living in Middlesex, Mathews and Gloucester counties. Caregivers and spouses are also eligible for the program. To 
register or learn more information, contact Livestrong instructor Tracy Battilla at 804-316-9191 or Tracy.Battilla@ymcavp.
org. Shown here are, from left, Livestrong instructor Hope Lowe, Deb Buchanan, Kitty Wilkinson, Pat Heath, and Livestrong 
instructor Michael Joyce.

THURSDAY

UTILITIES COMMITTEE: The Gloucester 
County Utilities Advisory Com-
mittee will meet at 6 o’clock to-
day, Thursday, Sept. 12, in the 
County Office Building One 
press room, 6467 Main Street, 
Gloucester.

PARKS & REC: The Mathews County 
Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion will meet at 7 o’clock to-
night, Sept. 12, in the historic 
courthouse on Court Street.

SUNDAY

ALTER EAGLES: The Eagles tribute 
band Alter Eagles will perform 
at 3 p.m. Sunday in the Harry M. 
Ward Auditorium at Mathews 
High School. Tickets are $30 at 
the door or in advance at the 
Mathews Visitor’s Center. Youth 
admitted free of charge.

MONDAY

NAACP: The Mathews Branch of 
the NAACP will meet at 6 p.m. 
Monday at Mathews Chapel 
United Methodist Church, 4185 
Buckley Hall Road, Cobbs Creek. 
Guest speaker Errick D. Jones, 
MBA, Principal Broker of A Moth-
er’s Care Financial Group, Rich-
mond, will discuss Medicare. All 
are welcome. For more informa-
tion, contact mathewsnaacp@
gmail.com.

TUESDAY

NARFE: Chapter 1757 of National 
Active and Retired Employees 
will hold its monthly luncheon 
meeting at 11:30 a.m. Tuesday 
at Damon & Company, 7104 
George Washington Memorial 
Hwy., Gloucester. Deputy Bill Ad-
ams of the Gloucester County 
Sheriff’s Office will discuss how 
you can protect yourself from 
phone, email and personal 
scams and fraud. All members 
and their guests are encouraged 
to attend. Contact chapter presi-
dent Bob Howe at 804-642-2659 
for more information.

SUPERVISORS: The Gloucester 
County Board of Supervisors will 
meet at 6 p.m. Tuesday in the co-
lonial courthouse.
4-H OPEN HOUSE: An open house for 
people interested in becoming 
involved with 4-H, either join-
ing a club, starting a new club, 
or volunteering as a club leader, 
will be held from 6-7 p.m. Tues-
day in the T.C. Walker Educa-
tion Center cafeteria, 6099 T.C. 
Walker Road, Gloucester. There 
is no cost to join a club.

WEDNESDAY

ROMCA: The September lun-
cheon of the Retired Officers of 
Mathews County will be held 
on Wednesday, Sept. 18, at Fio-
rello’s Italian Restaurant, 4938 
George Washington Highway, 
Hayes (White Marsh Shopping 

Center), from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. Reservations are not re-
quired.

SOCIAL SERVICES: The Mathews 
County Social Services Board 
will meet at 5 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Sept. 18, in the Human Ser-
vices Building on Church Street.
STATE OF THE YORK: Cirse Gonzalez 
of the Chesapeake Bay National 
Estuarine Research Reserve will 
give an update on the “State of 
the York” at 7 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Sept. 18, at 1039 Williams 
Wharf Road, Mathews, as part 
of the Mathews Land Conser-
vancy’s 2024 Lecture Series. It 
is free and open to the public.

NEXT THURSDAY

SOCIAL SERVICES: The Gloucester 
County Social Services Board 
will meet at 7:30 a.m. next Thurs-
day, Sept. 19, at 6641 Short Lane, 
Gloucester.

SUPERVISORS: The Mathews County 
Board of Supervisors will meet at 
6 p.m. next Thursday, Sept. 19, in 
the historic courthouse.

MIDDLESEX GOP: The Middlesex 
County Republican Committee 
will meet at 7 p.m. next Thurs-
day, Sept. 19. at the Cook’s 
Corner Office Complex, 2693 
General Puller Hwy., Saluda. Re-
tired U.S. Constitutional lawyer 
Brian Chilton will be the guest 
speaker, followed by the group’s 
regular business meeting.

Plant Extravaganza to be held 
Friday, Saturday at Moose Lodge Kickball tournament team sign-up  

is underway until Sept. 19

Gloucester BOS to meet Tuesday
The Gloucester County Board of Supervisors will meet at 

6 p.m. Tuesday in the colonial courthouse.
On the work session agenda is the 2024 floodplain manage-

ment plan five-year adoption, as well as initial discussions 
of legislative agenda topics for the 2025 General Assembly 
session.

Legion breakfast on Sunday
American Legion Post 75, Gloucester, will hold its month-

ly community breakfast from 8-11:30 a.m. Sunday at the post 
home, 5849 American Legion Way.

The breakfast is $12 for adults; $6 for children ages 5-10 
(children under 4 eat free). Take-out is available. A release 
said all proceeds are used to assist local veterans. For more 
information, call Paul Miller at 804-854-1358. 

For the fourth year, the 
Mathews Outdoor Club will 
hold its annual fall Coastal 
Virginia Kickball Tourna-
ment, on Oct. 5 this year.

MOC president Christine 
Johnson said, “this tour-
nament has become very 
popular with local residents 
and is beginning to draw at-
tention outside of Mathews 
County.”

COVA Kickball is open to 
teams of 10 or more play-
ers, ages 14 and over, and 
is played at the Mathews 
Little League fields at the 
Piankatank Ruritan Club in 
Hudgins.

Johnson said the tourna-
ment is scheduled around 
and in conjunction with 
other events held at the 
fields and club.

 In prior years, the COVA 
Kickball Tournament has 
fielded anywhere from five 
to eight teams, she said. “It 
has been incredible to see 
the enthusiasm rolling in.”

Reigning champs from 
Dominion Energy are ex-
pected, along with many 
local clubs and businesses. 
“For example, Peninsula 
Heating Air has confirmed 
sponsorship of a team for 
their third year,” Johnson 
said.

Players who are interest-

ed in the tournament and may 
not have a team can register 
individually and be assigned 
to a roster. Sign-up deadline 
is Sept. 21. “Each player and 
their one volunteer receive 
a team shirt—and that order 
will be placed two weeks be-
fore tournament date.”

As soon as all teams are 
registered, the MLL will cre-
ate the tournament sched-
ule. “The tournament will be 
run as double-elimination,” 
said Johnson. “We don’t 
have separate categories for 
men, women or mixed teams. 
All teams are placed on the 
schedule randomly. An effort 
will be made to pair up teams 
with similar demographics if 
possible. The emphasis will 
be on good fun, great sports-

manship and fair play,” John-
son notes.

Teams or individuals who 
are interested in COVA Kick-
ball 2024 can register online at 
mocva.net/kickball. Games 
will begin after noon on Oct. 5 
and last 45-50 minutes. Tour-
nament play will continue 
on the lighted fields until 
the championship match is 
over. Trophies are awarded 
to the top three teams and all 
proceeds benefit the MOC’s 
vision of amplifying sports 
tourism in the Middle Penin-
sula, Johnson said.

October is a busy month 
for the outdoor club, which 
is also sponsoring its annual 
marathon and half-marathon 
on Oct. 19. Details can be 
found at mocva.net.

The Gloucester Master 
Gardeners 22nd annual Plant 
Extravaganza will be held 
on Friday and Saturday at 
the Gloucester Moose Lodge, 
6565 Moose Drive.

The Master Gardeners 
will have a variety of native 
plants, perennials, herbs, 
houseplants and gently used 
garden tools and books for 
sale. All the plants are grown 
by Master Gardeners or do-
nated by local nurseries.

The Plant Extravaganza 

runs from 3-7 p.m. on Friday 
and 8 a.m. to noon on Satur-
day. In addition, on Friday 
night the Gloucester Ruritan 
Club will be present, taking 
donations for hot dogs, ham-
burgers, chips and drinks.

Master Gardeners will be 
on hand to sharpen your ne-
glected gardening tools while 
you shop, as well as answer 
your gardening questions 
and provide expert advice on 
which plants to buy.

There are activities for the 
young gardeners in a family. 
There will be a booth full of 
activities and a playground 
to occupy children while you 
shop.

Accepted forms of payment 
are cash, check or credit 
card. A portion of the pro-
ceeds will go to scholarships 
for students at Gloucester 
High School, while the rest 
supports ongoing gardening 
projects in the community.

Havens’ Olympic story told on ABC segment
In its coverage of the 2024 

Olympics, Northern Virginia 
ABC affiliate WJLA ran a 
piece on a family with local 
connections.

A century ago, Bill Havens 
Sr. of Northern Virginia 
passed up a chance to com-
pete in canoeing the 1924 
Summer Olympics in Paris, 
staying home instead to be 

there for the birth of his son, 
Frank.

A generation later, Frank 
got his own shot at Olympic 
glory, winning silver in the 
canoe sprint in 1948 in Lon-
don and gold four years later 
in Helsinki, Finland. The sto-
ry is now being made into a 
major motion picture.

Frank’s nephew is Kirk Ha-
vens of Plainview, a profes-

sor at the Virginia Institute 
of Marine Science. He and 
his wife, Karla, are also both 
active canoeists, with Karla 
having served as race direc-
tor of the Beaverdam Canoe 
Jam in Gloucester.

The Havens family sto-
ry can be found online at 
https://wjla.com (search 
“Frank Havens Olympics”).

York-Poquoson Sheriff’s Office handles threat at Tabb High School
The York-Poquoson Sheriff’s Office reported this week that it had dealt with a school shoot-

ing threat at Tabb High School in York County.
On Monday, the School Resource Officer assigned to Tabb was made aware of a social media 

post that a student had made on Sunday, threatening to “shoot up the school.” The SRO made 
school administration aware of the threat and the student was located at the school and inter-
viewed.

After the interview, the SRO charged the student, a 14-year-old female, with the following 
charge: Threats of death or bodily injury to persons on school property. This is a felony charge. 
Further investigation by the York-Poquoson Sheriff’s Office determined that the student did 
not have the means to carry out the threat, a release said.

In Our Classified Ad Section
Just $9 for 25
words or less!
To list a classified call us today!

GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS

Gazette-Journal
804-693-3101
804-725-2191

Coming Events
For listings, call 804-693-3101 or email info@gazettejournal.net
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North Star Market
13852 John Clayton Mem. Hyw., North

804-725-7777 OONNEE--SSTTOOPP  SSPPOOTT  FFOORR  YYOOUURR  FFIISSHHIINNGG  NNEEEEDDSS

Non-Ethanol Gas •  Bait •  Ice •  Beer • Soda 
Propane Exchange  

Gift Cards • Wine & Premium Cigars

FISHING BAIT AND TACKLE
WE'LL BE READY WHEN YOU ARE!!

AND DON’T FORGET OUR
AWESOME DELI AND 

FAMOUS FRIED CHICKEN

 

Music in the Park 

TThhee  TToomm  EEuulleerr  TTrriioo  
One of Virginia’s Leading Blues/Rock Musicians 

Saturday September 21, 2024 
5:30 to 8:00 pm 

Machicomoco State Park 
Bring a picnic & lawn chair for a family friendly 
evening of music at the park’s Interpretive Area 

Sponsored by Friends of Machicomoco State Park 
Park entry fee of $5/vehicle applies 

 

Music in the Park 

TThhee  TToomm  EEuulleerr  TTrriioo  
One of Virginia’s Leading Blues/Rock Musicians 

Saturday September 21, 2024 
5:30 to 8:00 pm 

Machicomoco State Park 
Bring a picnic & lawn chair for a family friendly 
evening of music at the park’s Interpretive Area 

Sponsored by Friends of Machicomoco State Park 
Park entry fee of $5/vehicle applies 

Tidewinders headline bluegrass 
festival at Flat Iron Crossroads

Kilmarnock 
author publishes 

‘Cold As Ice’
Kilmarnock author Susan 

Robertson has been writ-
ing for years, but just re-
cently published her first 
novel, “Cold As Ice,” which is 
planned to be the first in a ro-
mance/mystery series.

Robertson 
began writ-
ing over a 
decade ago 
and finally 
decided the 
series that 
begins with 
“Cold As 
Ice” was 
good enough 
to submit 
because of 
encourage-
ment from 
so many people she’d asked 
to read the series, a release 
stated.

Each story in the series 
came to her from listening to 
the song lyrics that the titles 
are based upon. “Cold As 
Ice” will be followed by “Gold 
Dust Woman,” then “Kill-
ing Me Softly,” followed by 
“Black Hole Sun,” and then 
“After The Hurricane.” When 
not writing, Robertson works 
as the classified advertising 
manager at the Rappahan-
nock Record.

Visit www.susanrobert-
sonauthor.com to see how to 
purchase “Cold As Ice” and 
view titles and descriptions 
of the next books in the series 
to be published by clicking on 
the “Upcoming Books” tab. If 
you would like to purchase an 
autographed copy of the book, 
sign up for the contact list on 
the website and send a mes-
sage.

Painting classes offered at AOM

Keane is 
featured at RAL 
speaker social

Lancaster County author 
Gwen Keane will be the fea-
tured speaker at the Second 
Saturday Social series at 5 
p.m. on Saturday, at the RAL 
Art Center, 19 N. Main Street, 
Kilmarnock. 

The series is a joint effort of 
RAL and the Writers Guild of 
Virginia. It is open to readers, 
writers, artists, and anyone 
with an interest in the local 
creative arts community. 

Light refreshments and 
drinks will be provided, and 
there will be live music, 
books to browse, and a short 
program focused on Virginia 
authors.

For more information, visit 
writersguildva.com or the 
Writers Guild Facebook page.

About the author
Keane is a supporter and 

board member of Northern 
Neck Partners for Pets, an or-
ganization focused on provid-
ing a no-kill shelter for local 
homeless animals. Her book 
“Cowboy Finds a Home” tells 
the story of her own shelter 
rescue dog. 

Keane’s body of work also 
includes “Local Color,” a hu-
morous and thoughtful mem-
oir about growing up in the 
Northern Neck in the 1950s.

Artist of the month
The Bay School Community Arts Center’s featured artist of the month is painter 
Eddie Thiel. His work is on display throughout September in the Art Speaks Gal-
lery, 279 Main Street, Mathews. About 20 years ago, Thiel began painting seri-
ously, starting out with still life, then portraiture, then western scenes. Now, 
“he’s completely focused on painting cars,” said a press release. Thiel’s parents 
inspired him on his artistic journey. His father taught him about cars, and his 
artist mother “inspires him daily,” said the release. For more information and to 
shop the collection, visit bayschool-arts.com. 

Author and animal lover Gwen Keane 
will be the guest speaker at the Sept. 
14 Second Saturday Social at the RAL 
Arts Center in Kilmarnock.

The Tidewinders will headline the Virginia Homegrown Bluegrass Festival, to be held Saturday at Flat Iron Crossroads in 
Gloucester. Band members are, from left, Jared Lawson, Michael Gregg, Chris Smith, Doug DeForge, and Pete Liljeberg. 
Also performing will be Bill Jenkins & The Virginia Mountain Boys, and Rappahannock Crossing.

Susan Robertson

Rebecca West is one of three artists 
who will teach three different met-
hods of painting during upcoming 
classes at Arts on Main in Gloucester. 
Shown here is one of her impasto 
paintings.

The Tidewinders, a locally-
based band that plays hard-
driving bluegrass, poignant 
ballads, and classic favorites, 
will headline the Virginia 
Homegrown Bluegrass Fes-
tival, to be held beginning at 
4:30 p.m. Saturday at Flat Iron 
Crossroads, Gloucester.

Known for its traditional 
instrumentation of banjo, 
fiddle, mandolin, guitar, do-
bro and bass, the Tidewinders 
create a classic sound of blue-

grass, but with a modern flair, 
said a press release.

Also in the lineup are Bill 
Jenkins & The Virginia 
Mountain Boys, and Rappa-
hannock Crossing.

Bill Jenkins & the Virginia 
Mountain Boys has been per-
forming for over 40 years, 
said the release. Jenkins was 
inducted into the Virginia 
Music Hall of Fame in 2014 for 
his many contributions to the 
preservation of traditional, 
old time, and gospel music. 
The band brings to life the 
authentic folk music of the 
southern Appalachian Moun-
tains, playing unique harmo-
nies and captivating arrange-
ments to create “a rollicking 
good time.”

Rappahannock Crossing 
began in 2011, when five ex-

perienced musicians, three 
from the Middle Peninsula 
and two from the Northern 
Neck, got together for a jam. 
The musical synergy was 
apparent, and a new blue-
grass band was formed. The 
group plays traditional and 
contemporary bluegrass 
with classic country, rock 
’n roll, and original tunes, 
along with a Jimmy Buffett 
tune “now and then.”

Doors open at 3:30 p.m. 
with Island Time Delights, 
a food truck serving classic 
Filipino dishes. There will 
also be a few Virginia-based 
vendors.

The venue is pet- and fam-
ily-friendly, and children 
12 and under attend free of 
charge. Tickets are $30 at 
flatironcrossroads.com.

Three artists will offer 
three dramatically different 
approaches to painting in 
upcoming classes at Arts on 
Main in Gloucester.

On Saturday, Rebecca West 
will show students how to 
create large impasto palette 
knife paintings with oil and 
acrylic paints. The class will 
be held from 4-8 p.m. at a cost 
of $60. Students are required 
to bring oil or acrylic paint, a 
24” x 30” canvas, a paintbrush 
assortment, and a few palette 
knives.

Later that night, from 7-8, 
Hanah Hailey will show stu-
dents how to use the “Flip 
Cup” method of acrylic pour 
painting during her popular 
Paint & Sip class. The cost is 
$45, with all materials provid-
ed by the instructor. A cash 
bar will be available.

Finally, Jan Finn-Duffy will 
teach beginner watercolor 
techniques as students create 
a sunflower painting during 
“Sunflower Power,” a class 
to be held from 6-8 p.m. next 

Thursday, Sept. 19. The 
cost is $45, with all supplies 
provided by the instructor. 
Ages 14 and up welcome.

To register, visit glouces-
terartsonmain.org/events 
or call 804-824-9464.

Place Your Ad Here! 

Call

804-693-3101



Y M C K

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 12, 2024	 GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL  11A   Schools

"EVERYONE YOU WILL EVER MEET, KNOWS 
SOMETHING YOU DON'T"  ...BILL NYE 

Call MP R.A.C.E. at 804-769-1151. 

· Start today: 

· Register for FREE Adult Education class. (ABE, ELL, GED, 
Digital Literacy) 

· Study with us and get a scholarship to take the GED® 
Test.  ($144 value) 

Open Enrollment 
   

·  Teacher facilitated  subject specific instruction 

· In-person, virtual, and distance options 

· NorthStar Digital Literacy Test for certification 

· Tutors are also available 

 

 

Don’t Delay! Register Today! 

18550 King William Rd., King William, VA 23086 
 Email: mprace@kwcps.k12.va.us 

mprace.org 

804-693-2102 • Fax 804-694-8044 
hodgbry@gmail.com

DDaannnnyy  RR..  MMccCClloouudd,,  OOwwnneerr//MMaannaaggeerr

Your CCoommffoorrtt System Specialists

Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning

www.brentandbeckysbulbs.com 
7900 Daffodil Lane  •  Gloucester  •  693-3966

The Bulb Shoppe & Gardens
Open Monday through Saturday, 9 am to 4 pm

Mat Pilates, Tuesdays in September, 9:30 am
Mat Pilates is a total body conditioning exercise method 
combining flexibility and strength, using the weight of the 

body with control. The benefits are improved balance, 
posture and overall core strength. Bring a mat and enjoy 
the causal setting. The 45 to 60 minute class is taught by 

Valerie Morgan, a well trained and certified group exercise 
and Personal Trainer for over 42 years, 32 of those years was 
as a manager at a local wellness center. $10 per class per 

person, advance registration required. 
Paper Flower Peony, Saturday, September 14, 10 am
Create a beautiful Peony with Ronda Bowden in this two 

hour class.  Techniques and step-by-step instruction will take 
flat paper to a three dimensional, life-like bloom. Leave with 
a peony and the confidence to make more on your own.  

$35 per person, advance registration required.
Visit us online for more information on these 
events and to see what else we have going on!

Educator grants available for agriculture projects

Gloucester school board announces candidates for vacant seat
BY MELANY SLAUGHTER

The Gloucester County 
School Board announced at 
its regular monthly meeting 
in the T.C. Walker Education 
Center auditorium Tuesday 
evening that Allen Evans and 
Anita Parker applied to fill the 
remaining term of the board’s 
Petsworth district seat, which 
was vacated last month by 
Karen Espinoza. The term is 
set to expire on Dec. 31, 2025. 

The board will hold a closed 
meeting Tuesday evening at 
the T.C. Walker Education 
Center to discuss the appli-
cants and is expected to an-
nounce its decision the same 
night in open session. 

Also on the board’s agenda 
Tuesday night was a resolu-
tion to recognize the Trans-
portation Administration and 
Bus Maintenance Facility as 
a gun-free zone. The board 
approved this resolution, 6-0. 
This follows the board’s deci-
sion last month to establish 
TCWEC as a gun-free zone.

The board also approved a 
resolution to honor Execu-
tive Associate/School Board 
Clerk Carol Dehoux for her 31 
years of service to public edu-
cation as she is set to retire 
this month.

“She has done a fantastic 
job in terms of keeping us or-
ganized, working behind the 
scenes and doing everything 
she can to ensure these meet-
ings are run well,” said super-
intendent of schools Dr. An-

thony Vladu. 

Academics
Students and staff played an 

important role in Tuesday’s 
meeting through receiving 
recognitions and delivering 
presentations to the board.

Abingdon Elementary 
School third grader Lily Arm-
strong served as the board’s 
first pledge leader of the new 
school year. Outside of dem-
onstrating leadership quali-
ties in the classroom and 
spending time with her cat, 
she can often be found assist-
ing her parents in setting up 
for Parent Teacher Organiza-
tion events.

Her mother, Shelley Arm-
strong, was honored at the 
meeting as the school dis-
trict’s Community Volunteer 
of the Month for her work on 
the Abingdon PTO executive 
board. 

Haylee Hartleben was rec-
ognized as the Gloucester 
High School Senior of the 
Month. She serves on the 
Student Council Association 
as senior class president and 
was junior class president 
last year. She helps to plan 
the ring dance, prom, home-
coming and pep rallies. Har-
tleben is a member of the var-
sity sideline and competition 
cheer teams and is a captain 
of the GHS tennis team. She 
plans to have a career in hu-
man resource management or 
child protective services.

New Student Advisory Com-

mittee Representative Lau-
ren Landry provided insight 
about GHS in these first weeks 
of school to the board. Landry 
mentioned that students and 
staff are adjusting well to the 

School gardens and farm 
field trips provide valu-
able real-life learning ex-
periences for children. But 
some educators don’t have 
the resources to make them 
happen.

That’s why Virginia Ag-
riculture in the Classroom 
is launching another round 
of educator grants for those 
who want to provide ag-
ricultural experiences for 
children inside and outside 
the classroom. The grants 
aim to help educators ex-
pand children’s under-
standing about the sources 
of their food and fiber, and 
how farming and agricul-
ture impact their daily 
lives.

Virginia AITC will award 
over $30,000 for the 2024-
25 school year to support 
educator projects. Teachers 
and other organizations like 
4-H clubs and FFA chapters 
that work with schools and 
parent-teacher associations 
can apply for up to $500 for 
agriculture-related initia-
tives.

“AITC grants provide 
teachers with an opportu-

nity to connect students to a 
wide variety of agricultural 
experiences,” said Tammy 
Maxey, Virginia AITC’s ex-
ecutive director. “Projects 
like school gardens, incuba-
tors and growing systems can 
benefit multiple classes, grade 
levels and even the entire 
school for several years after 
the original grant—creating 
an ongoing opportunity for 
student agricultural literacy.”

The deadline for grant ap-
plications is Oct. 13.

Grant projects can occur at 
school or in the community, 
and may include learning 
gardens, STEM integrations 
or unique agricultural experi-
ences for students.

Last year, AITC awarded 75 
grants, totaling over $36,000 
and reaching 30,000 youth. 
One grant project was led by 
Ashlee Painter, a family and 
consumer sciences teacher 
at Stonewall Jackson High 
School in Shenandoah Coun-
ty.

Painter created a farm-to-
table experience with her stu-
dents using an indoor hydro-
ponic garden to grow herbs 
and produce, which they har-

vested and ate.
“I wanted my students to 

learn where the produce 
comes from that they cook 
with, along with the care re-
quired to cultivate it,” Painter 
explained. “They loved com-
ing into class every day to 
see if their plants had grown 
and had conversations about 

GHS renovation project, even 
those classrooms that have 
been displaced to the class-
room trailers. 

“The teachers are making 
the most out of this situation,” 

said Landry. “A couple of my 
teachers in the trailers have 
decorated their doors. We’ve 
become kind of a cozy family 
out there.”

In her report, Landry also 

mentioned that seating area 
for lunchtime has become a 
problem due to limited space 
with the removal of the Duke 
Rock Café. “It is very, very 
crowded,” she said.

whether the produce was 
ready to pick or not, which 
showed me they were truly 
learning.”

To apply for a grant, or to 
learn more about educational 
activities available through 
Virginia AITC, visit virginia.
agclassroom.org/teachers/
grants.

GHS to begin using weapons 
detection Monday

Gloucester High School 
principal Dr. Stefan Mygas 
announced Tuesday that 
GHS will begin implementing 
OpenGate magnetometers, a 
type of  weapons detection 
device, beginning next 
week as part of  an updated 
safety screening process 
for all students and visitors 
entering the building.

This week, teachers and 
staff will receive training on 
the new equipment. Once 
everyone is familiar with 
the process, GHS will begin 
conducting these safety 
screenings.

Full implementation of  this 
system is anticipated to be 

completed by Oct. 11. During 
the initial rollout period, 
students and families should 
expect some delays during 
morning drop-off and entry 
times as the school works 
to optimize the process and 
ensure it runs smoothly 
and efficiently. Additionally, 
there may be increased 
traffic in the mornings, so 
families are encouraged to 
plan accordingly to allow for 
extra time.

Questions or concerns 
about the new universal 
screening process can be 
directed to the GHS front 
office at 804-693-2526. 

the ongoing dedication and 
service of our county’s first 
responders.”

The service included Hunt-
er Owens singing the Na-
tional Anthem, the Pledge 
of Allegiance, a crowd sing-
along to patriotic songs, a 
song by Island Praise, the 
church’s praise band, and a 
special presentation of “I’m 
Proud to be an American” by 
Ada Barnes. Tyrone Hudgins 
did a Roll Call of Honor, and 
Jordan himself talked about 
“How to Transform Your Val-
leys of Tears into Springs of 
Life,” based on Psalm 84:5-6. 
John Raymond Bassett read a 
poem recounting a day in the 
life of a first responder and 
the stresses families endure.

Honored guests were lead-
ers and members of Mathews 
Volunteer Fire Department, 
Mathews Volunteer Rescue 
Squad, and Mathews Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office. They all 
shared a picnic sponsored by 
the church.

Keynote address
Mathews Sheriff April Ed-

wards delivered the keynote 
address, which she shared 
with the Gazette-Journal. In 
it, she asked those present 
to “remember a day when 
America experienced the epit-
ome of devastation.”

“People always ask, ‘Do you 
remember where you were on 
September 11, 2001?’” said Ed-
wards. “Instead of asking that 
question, I wish they would 
simply remind us all of what 
America was like on Septem-
ber 12th.”

Edwards said the day af-

ter the attacks, America was 
“in a state of shock, grief and 
unity.”

“The scenes across the 
country were marked by a 
mix of devastation and re-
silience,” she said. “In New 
York City, the skyline was 
dramatically altered with the 
absence of the Twin Towers. 
The area around Ground Zero 
was filled with smoke, debris, 
and rescue workers tirelessly 
searching for any survivors. 
People gathered out in public, 
holding vigils and memorials 
to honor the victims.”

Edwards spoke of the “pal-
pable sense of mourning” 
across the nation, of stores 
selling out their American 
flags, and of those flags flying 
everywhere, from homes to 
businesses, at half-mast.

“Despite the overwhelm-
ing sadness, there was also 
a strong sense of community 
and patriotism,” she said. 
“People came together to do-
nate blood, to show support 
for our first responders, and 
just to comfort one another. 
September 12th was a testa-
ment to the resilience and 
unity of the American people 
in the face of tragedy.”

Edwards then spoke of the 
courage and sacrifice it takes 
to be a first responder, saying 
such a job “is definitely not 
for the faint of heart.”

“Every day, you are put 
to the test with your mind, 
body, and spirit,” she said. 
“You must be willing to sacri-
fice everything, with service 
to others always at the fore-
front.”

She spoke of the range of 

calls first responders are ex-
pected to take on, from the 
“routine and ordinary” to the 
“devastating and life-alter-
ing.”

“To observe a person man-
gled in a traffic fatality, to 
pump on the chest of a lifeless 
body, or to see how some peo-
ple view human life with little 
to no value, when they can so 
easily take the life of another. 
Throughout each experience, 
we have learned that sacrifice 
is an unwritten rule of being a 
first responder.”

The “law of sacrifice” re-

PHOTOS BY ROXY GWYNN

Mathews County Sheriff April Edwards, above, addresses over 120 people who attended the 9/11 Remembrance and Patriotic 
Service sponsored by Gwynn’s Island Baptist Church at the Gwynn’s Island Civic Center on Sunday. The service also honored 
Mathews first responders. Below, those in attendance recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

quires each first responder 
to make a decision, said Ed-
wards. “Will I pull the trigger? 
Will I run into this burning 
building?” And she outlined 
the “what-if” scenarios that 
also come to mind. “If I pull 
the trigger, can I live with 
my decision? If I run into this 
building, will I see my family 
again?”

Edwards said an individu-
al can’t predict the decision 
they’ll make “until the mo-
ment arises.” They’re faced 
with such decisions every 
day and often don’t have time 
to think before they act, she 
said, because the split second 
they have to decide can mean 
the difference between life 
and death.

“First responders don’t 
know they’re a hero until 
the time comes to become a 
hero,” she said. “And while 
we may be heroes, we are not 
invincible, and those areas 
where we struggle and are 
weak, the Good Lord shows 
up and provides.”

On the day the Twin Tow-
ers came down, Edwards was 
working for the Gloucester-
Mathews Juvenile Court, 
when the court clerk dropped 
to her knees and asked Ed-
wards to pray with her. She 
said she called her mother, 
and she cried.

“So today, while we remem-
ber September 11th,” said 
Edwards, “let’s all leave here 
united as one, like we were on 
September 12th. Our country 
is still facing threats of vari-
ous sorts today, and only faith 
and unity will see us through 
it.” 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11A)

9-11 COMMEMORATION: Service held on Sunday at Gwynn’s Island Civic Center
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Urbanna, Va.
(804) 758-1099 or (800) 718-5737

www.eastcoastboatlifts.com

Boat Lift Features

•  Aluminum or Galvanized  
Steel Construction

• Stainless Steel Cables
• GFCI Protected Motors
• Enclosed Covers
• Standard & Custom Design
• Optional Remote Controls

Boat Lift Types

• Aluminum Overhead Beam
• Galvanized Overhead Beam
• Low Profile
•  Jet Ski Lifts 

(rotation & standard)
• Boathouse
• Boat Lift Replacement Parts
  (motors, switches, cable, beams, etc.)

Can we offer you a lift?

      Amish-Built Sheds
 Tiny Log Homes • Chicken Coops • Dog Kennels•Rabbit Cages

               On-site Financing by            

804-776-9700 
Mon.-Fri. 8:30-3

Shedbrothers54@gmail.com
10072 Gen. Puller Hwy., Rt. 33, Hartfield, VA

An affordable home generator
system keeps your power on!

Available in a range of sizes 
Factory trained technicians

 Service contracts available

Fleet Brothers
Hartfield • 804-776-6600   fleetbrothers.com

     

           

              

       

   
     

  
   

       

  

       

  

       

  

       

  

       

  

       

  

       

  

       

  

       

  

   

  

       

  

   

  

       

  

   

   

Fleet Brothers

DOG 
KENNEL
OF THE
WEEK

New
Double
Kennel
$5,650

Sports

Player  of the Week
(sponsored by Bill Hudgins-GMC)

As selected by GHS Coaches…

TRUCK OF THE WEEK
2022 F-150

$32,736
*TAX, TITLE, LICENSE & $389 PROCESSING FEE EXTRA. SALE ENDS 9/18/24

Rt. 17, Gloucester, VA
1-800-693-2828 VA DLR 804-693-2828

www.billhudginsauto.com • E-mail: sales@billhudginsauto.com

Give us a try before you buy!
Stock#13292

Stock #13492

GHS 
Golf 
Blake
Sibley

GHS 
football 
falls to 

Falcons, 
21-6

BY MELANY SLAUGHTER

The Gloucester High School 
varsity football team lost to 
the Yorktown Falcons, 21-6, 
during Friday night’s away 
game at Bailey Field.

Preston Prentiss scored 
Gloucester’s lone touchdown 
on defense, running back an 
interception for the Dukes’ 
only points. Prentiss also 
completed one pass on offense 
for eight yards. Jayden 
Ganzenmuller was 4-for-7 in 
passing for 17 yards.

M.J. Roberts provided much 
of  the Dukes’ ground game, 
with 96 yards on 13 carries. 
Tyler Welch (four carries for 
five yards), Corey Skay and 
Xavier Johnson (each two 
yards on one carry) provided 
the rest of  the rushing offense. 
Skay caught two passes for 
seven yards, while Gavyn 
Talbot (eight yards) and Maliq 
Jackson (three yards) had one 
reception each.

Leading tacklers for Glou-
cester were Prentiss and 
Welch. Prentiss ended the 
day with 12 tackles, while 
Welch had 10. Scott Klaiss (six 
tackles, one pass breakup), 
Brad Bellinger (five tackles 
and one pass breakup), 
Johnson (four tackles, 
one interception, two pass 
breakups), Jackson (three 
tackles) and Roberts (one 
tackle for a loss of  yards) 
accounted for the rest of  the 
defense.

The 1-1 Dukes will look to 
get back in the win column 
on Friday against the 1-1 
Crabbers when they travel to 
Hampton for a 7 p.m. game.

MHS hosts 
homeschool team in 

scrimmage Friday
After a week off, the 

Mathews High School foot-
ball team returns to the grid-
iron on Friday, when the Dev-
ils scrimmage at home with a 
team from the Central Vir-
ginia Homeschool Athletic 
Association, starting at 7 p.m.

The Devils (0-1) will play its 
next regular season game on 
Friday, Oct. 11. That game, 
also at Ken Brown Field, 
will be against the King and 
Queen Tigers.

JV Lady Devils beat Panthers

MHS girls 
beat Charles 

City, 3-0
BY GRAYSON GRIFFITH

The Mathews High School 
varsity volleyball team 
picked up its first win of the 
season on Tuesday, beating 
the Charles City Panthers in 
straight sets, 3-0.

The Blue Devils took an 
early lead in the opening set, 
only giving the ball away on 
small mistakes and winning, 
25-18. In the second set, the 
Blue Devils got even better 
and didn’t give the Panthers 
many opportunities to score 
points and won, 25-15. In the 
third set, the Blue Devils put 
the ball away and won, 25-10, 
to complete the victory.

Kristin Blake, Addy Lowe, 
Kaitlyn Ball and Addison 
Griffith all had 100 percent 
serving rates. Nora Suthard 
served 11 aces. Grayson 
Griffith had the highest pass-
ing average with a 2.0 out of 
3. Blake also had the highest 
hitting percentage with a .545.

Northumberland
Last Thursday, the Blue 

Devils traveled to Northum-
berland to face the Indians. 
Mathews fell in straight sets, 
3-0. The first set was close, 
point-for-point until the In-
dians started to pull away 
to win, 25-19. The second set 
was scary to watch. The In-
dians gained an early head 
start getting 15 points and 
the Devils only having 8. The 
Blue Devils worked hard and 
caught up but not enough to 
win the second set, 25-17. The 
Blue Devils were under a lot 
of pressure to win the third 
set to keep the game going but 
cracked and only got 10 points 
that set, giving the Indians 
the win. Hailey Denkinger 
and Lindsay Coons both had 
100 percent serving over and 
in the court. Coons also had 
the highest passing average 
with a 1.2 percentage. Lowe 
hit the best out of the group 
with a .750 hitting percentage.

Mathews travels to King 
William tonight to face the 
Cavaliers. The varsity game 
is set to begin at 7 o’clock.

BY ADDISON GRIFFITH

The Mathews High School 
JV volleyball team picked 
up its first win of the season 
on Tuesday at Charles City, 
beating the Panthers two sets 
to one.

In the first set, Emily Ward, 
Marley Brock, Mya Schro-
eder and Harmony Smith 
each had a kill. Carter Hayes 
served four aces in a row. 
Smith and Brock had two 
aces apiece as the Mathews 
girls won, 25-13.

Charles City came on strong 

in the second set, winning 25-
22 and forcing a third and de-
ciding set. Mathews made it 
first to 15 points to win the set 
and the game.

Northumberland
Last Thursday, the MHS 

girls visited Northumber-
land, falling to the Indians in 
straight sets. Mathews start-
ed off strong in the opening 
set, with Hayes serving an 
ace and leading Mathews to 
a 5-1 lead until Northumber-
land scored a kill to take con-
trol. Schroeder, Hayes and 
Ward also earned some kills, 

but the girls ended up los-
ing the first set, 25-21. The 
second set was also a close 
one with the score going 
back and forth, but North-
umberland pulled out the 
win.

Tonight, the MHS girls 
travel to King William to 
face the Cavaliers. The JV 
game is scheduled to start 
at 5:30.

Lady Dukes pick up two, 
lose two

Dukes drop two 
on the court

MELANY SLAUGHTER / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

The Gloucester High School boys’ varsity volleyball team had a tough week 
on the court, falling to both Warwick and Menchville. Libero Tabb Hogge is 
shown getting a dig on the ball during last Thursday’s home match against 
Warwick.

MELANY SLAUGHTER / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

The Gloucester High School girls’ varsity volleyball team has won two matches 
and lost two since starting its season late last month. Amanda Stafford is 
shown hitting from the outside during the Lady Dukes’ first home game of the 
season against the Warwick Raiders. Gloucester lost to Warwick, 3-2, in this 
match held last Thursday.

BY MELANY SLAUGHTER

The Gloucester High 
School boys’ varsity 
volleyball team had a 
tough week on the court, 
falling to both Warwick and 
Menchville in three straight 
sets for both matches.

The Dukes lost to 
Warwick last Thursday at 
home in three sets (25-17, 
25-21 and 25-21). 

During the match, 
Grayson Shield had 10 
assists, one kill two digs one 
solo block and one block 
assist; Ryan Williams had 
four kills; Gavin Blanks 
had two kills, one dig and 
two block assists; Colter 
Callis had two kills, five 
assists, four digs, one block 
assist and one solo block; 
Hayden Simmons had two 
aces, seven kills, four digs 
and one block assist; Bruce 
Miller had one kill and one 
block assist; Tabb Hogge 
had six digs; and Ryan 

McCullough had two aces 
and four digs.

GHS traveled to face 
Menchville Tuesday, falling 
again in three competitive 
sets (25-21, 26-24 and 25-19). 

Shield had 17 assists and 
one block assist; Williams 
had two kills and three 
block assists; Blanks had 
one ace, one kill, two assists 
and seven block assists; 
Callis had one ace, four 
kills, one assist, five digs 
and three block assists; 
Simmons had 11 kills, five 
digs and one block assist; 
Miller had three kills; 
Hogge had one ace and 
eight digs; McCullough had 
one ace and six digs; Jesse 
Manheim had one kill and 
one dig; and Bryce Fischer 
had one dig.

The Dukes return to their 
home court tonight as they 
face the Bethel Bruins. 
Gloucester will host 
the Phoebus Phantoms 
Tuesday night.

BY MELANY SLAUGHTER

The Gloucester High School 
girls’ varsity volleyball team 
has won two matches and lost 
two since its season started 
late last month.

The Lady Dukes defeated 
the Hampton Crabbers, 3-1, 
in an away game on Aug. 29. 
Samantha Carlton had four 
aces and four kills, Shyanne 
Carlton had three aces, 
Ava Hutton had seven aces, 
Carlee Miller had four aces, 
Nadia Oberlin had one kill, 
Coral Santos had four kills, 
Amanda Stafford had one ace 
and five kills, Keira Tidwell 
had six aces and three kills 
and Fallon Wills had three 
aces.

GHS players used the jump-
serving technique as their 
primary form of  serving 
during the Hampton match 
and all were able to achieve 
aces. According to head 
coach Sean McNash, this 
is an advanced technique 
commonly used at the upper 
levels of  high school and 
regularly used in collegiate 
and professional volleyball.

Gloucester is the first team 
in Peninsula District history 
to have all of  its servers 
using this technique. Others 
have had one or more servers 
using the technique, but 
never all , he said. 

McNash said this technique 
has been a point of  emphasis 
in the GHS girls’ volleyball 
program since the spring 
2023 off-season conditioning 
program. Players who did not 
participate in serving during 
this match are also capable of  

this skill and include Emma 
Lynch, Jenaye Oberlin, 
Nadia Oberlin and Santos.

Denbigh
The Lady Dukes traveled 

to face the Denbigh Patriots 
on Sept. 3, winning the 
match, 3-0. During the 
game, Samantha Carlton 
had nine aces, Shyanne 
Carlton had two aces, Miller 
had one ace, Jenaye Oberlin 
had one kill, Nadia Oberlin 
had two kills, Santos had 
five kills, Stafford had four 
aces and one kill, Tidwell 
had seven aces and four 
kills and Wills had three 
aces.

Warwick
During their first home 

game of  the season, the 
Lady Dukes fell to the 
Warwick Raiders, 3-2, in a 
long, hard-fought match 
last Thursday.

Samantha Carlton had 
two aces and two kills, 
Miller had two aces, Hutton 
had seven aces, Jenaye 
Oberlin had six kills and 
six blocks, Nadia Oberlin 
had four blocks, Santos had 
one kill and three blocks, 
Stafford had four kills and 
one block, Wills had two 
aces and Tidwell had three 
aces, nine kills and three 
blocks.

Menchville
The Lady Dukes also fell 

to Menchville Tuesday 
night while on the road. 
During the match, 
Samantha Carlton and 
Santos had one kill each, 
Shyanne Carlton had one 
ace, Stafford had one block 
and Keira Tidwell had one 
ace, one kill and two blocks.
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GRAY CRUSHED STONE  | MASON SAND  
 ROAD SAND  |   BROWN WASHED CRUSHED GRAVEL 

A SAND | RECYCLED ASPHALT & CONCRETE
All MAteriAl Weighed On Certified SCAleS

 804-694-0444
WWW.SEARSCONTRACTINGCORP.COM

Trailer Repair
and Parts
Trailer World
804-642-6461

• Boats • Utility 
• Enclosed • Dump

GGEEAARR  UUPP  44  FFAALLLL..
RRUUNN  WWIITTHH  UUSS  OONN  TTHHEE  
1025R COMPACT UTILITY 
TRACTOR.

GGrreeaatt  ddeeaallss  oonn  NNeeww  JJoohhnn  
DDeeeerree  EEqquuiippmmeenntt  iinn  
MMaatthheewwss  aanndd  GGlloouucceesstteerr,,  VVAA..  

PPrroommoottiioonnaall  RRaattee  ooff  00%%  AAPPRR  
ffoorr  72 MMoonntthhss2

Stop by our location for a test drive today!

PPrroommoottiioonnaall  RRaattee  ooff  00%%  AAPPRR  ffoorr  84 MMoonntthhss1

1023E Compact Utility Tractor

1Offer valid on qualifying purchases made 01 August 2024 through 25 October 2024. Subject to approved installment credit with John Deere Financial. Down payment may be required. Average down 

payment is 10%. $11.90 per month for every $1,000 financed. 0% APR for  84 months available based on dealer participation. Taxes, freight, setup, insurance, fees, and delivery charges could increase 

monthly payment. Sales to government agencies, company direct sales or other individuals or entities participating in any John Deere Special Discount Program or Rental Business Program are not 

eligible. Available at participating U.S. dealers. Prices and models may vary by dealer. Offer available on new equipment and in the U.S. only. Prices and savings in U.S. dollars.

2Offer valid on qualifying purchases made 01 August 2024 through 25 October 2024. Subject to approved installment credit with John Deere Financial. Down payment may be required. Average down 

payment is 10%. $13.89 per month for every $1,000 financed. 0% APR for  72  months available based on dealer participation. Taxes, freight, setup, insurance, fees, and delivery charges could increase 

monthly payment. Sales to government agencies, company direct sales or other individuals or entities participating in any John Deere Special Discount Program or Rental Business Program are not 

eligible. Available at participating U.S. dealers. Prices and models may vary by dealer. Offer available on new equipment and in the U.S. only. Prices and savings in U.S. dollars.

Gloucester, VA
5183 George 

Washington Hwy
(804) 694-5385

Mathews, VA
8451 Buckley Hall Rd 

(804) 725-2471

Chimney Corner

RUBY WILLIAMS / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Members of the Gloucester High School varsity field hockey team show off their medals after winning all three games in 
their pool in the GHS Field Hockey Jamboree on Aug. 24. Team members are, front row from left, Addy Zabicki, Reese Miller, 
Charlotte Houtz, Mckayla Clark, Aaliyah Maddox, Peyton Sutton, Emily Farrar, Ayelou Mason, Kaylee Hall, Abigail Junker, 
Aurora Duffie; back row, Mackenzi Reece, Rylie Jeffery, Mary Vanfossen, Chloe West, Maddie Kadel, Hannah Symonds, 
Caroline Kink, Ellary Miller, Maddie Rowe, Adyson Wymer, Hailee Johnston and Ady Jeffery.

JV Dukes post 2 
field hockey wins

BY RUBY WILLIAMS

The Gloucester Dukes JV 
Field Hockey team won in 
an away game against the 
Western Branch Bruins, 5-2, 
on Friday, Aug. 30.

In the first half, the JV 
Dukes started off strong with 
three goals. Two goals were 
scored by Kenleigh Hall and 
the other being from Jenna 
Seaton. 

In the second half, the JV 
Dukes’ Dani Burgess and 
Colbie Russ scored two more 
goals to secure the win.

Clippers
The JV Dukes returned to 

play last Thursday in an away 
game against the Grafton 
Clippers. The JV Dukes shut 
out the Warriors, 7-0. 

The JV Dukes started the 
first half  off strong with four 
goals. Jenna Seaton scored 
one goal, Kenleigh Hall 
scored two goals, and Ryleigh 
Beddingfield scored one goal.

In the second half, the JV 
Dukes scored three more goals 
leaving the score 7-0. Lacey 
Carpenter and Seaton scored 
goals and Hall completed her 
hat trick. 

The jayvees were scheduled 
to face the Trinity Episcopal 
Titans yesterday at home.

Dukes improve to 5-0 in field hockey
BY RUBY WILLIAMS

Gloucester High’s field 
hockey team took wins 
this week over Grafton and 
Oakton to move to a 5-0 
record.

The team traveled to Grafton 
High School last Thursday to 
face the Clippers, coming out 
on top with a commanding 5-0 
win. 

The Dukes outshot the 
Clippers, 30-3, and earned 16 
penalty corners to five for 
Grafton. The team spread the 
ball around quite a bit with 
precision.  

The Dukes were led with 
Reese Miller’s two goals and 
two assists. Charlotte Houtz 
pitched in a goal and added 
her team-leading ninth assist 
early. She has scored in 
each of  the first four games. 
Mackenzi Reece also scored 
her fourth goal of  the season 
and has scored in each game. 
Hannah Symonds scored in 
her third straight game to 
close out the scoring. 

Houtz had an assist from 
Ady Jeffrey, Peyton Sutton 
and McKayla Clark each 
recording one each. Ellary 
Miller stepped in and added 
two assists.  

The midfield played 
tremendous with possession 
and aggression led by 

Miller, Houtz and Chloe 
West. The Dukes made an 
adjustment on defense in 
response to Grafton’s forward 
pressure.   They were led by 
Caroline Klink, Clark, Abby 
Junker, prior to an injury, 
Ellary Miller and Aaliyah 
Mattocks. Addy Zabicki 
earned her second shutout of  
the young season with three 
saves. 

Next up will be the Cougars 
of  Oakton on Saturday at the 
Regional Training Center in 
Virginia Beach.

Oakton
The Dukes squared off 

against the Cougars of  Oakton 
from Vienna at the Regional 
Training Center during the 
Ring of  Honor Invitational 
over the weekend, coming out 
on top, 3-0, in a very defensive 
game.

The Dukes were outshot, 17-
5, and had 16 penalty corners 
earned against them, only 
earning two. Defensively, 
the Dukes prevailed with 
an outstanding effort on 
corners. They adjusted the 
line-up moments before the 
game with their strategy. All 
credit goes to the defenders 
of  Caroline Klink, Ellary 
Miller, McKayla Clark and 
the goalkeeper who made 17 
saves, Addy Zabicki.

 The game had post season 
air all around it. The Dukes 
were content to show their 
defensive prowess and ability 
to stave off other teams’ 
chances.   Each pushed away 
corner allowed them to gain 
more confidence. 

GHS capitalized on offensive 
opportunities and converted 
on one of  the penalty corners 
and converted two others 
in transition with goals by 
Peyton Sutton, Mackenzi 
Reece, and Ellary Miller. 
Miller started off the scoring 
with a shot behind the goalie 
on the only corner of  the first 
half. All of  the goals were 
scored by the forwards and 
assisted by the midfield and 
aggressive forwards. Those 
with assists were Reese 
Miller, Reece, Sutton, West 
and Symonds with two.

The midfield did an 
outstanding job in holding 
its own while being double-
teamed by the Cougars. Once 
the midfield broke the 
pressure led by Miller, 
Charlotte Houtz, West and 
Hall, provided opportunities 
in transition. This was a huge 
game in a very challenging 
stretch of  games for the 
Dukes. 

The Varsity Dukes played 
the Titans of  Trinity 
Episcopal School at home in 
the GHS stadium Wednesday.

RUBY WILLIAMS / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Members of the Gloucester High School JV field hockey team proudly wear their medals after winning their pool at the 
Aug. 24 GHS Field Hockey Jamboree last Saturday. Team members include, front row from left, Brooke Moore, Elle Adams, 
Dani Burgess; middle row, Isabella Brodsky, Ryleigh Beddingfield, Ryleigh Rondeau, Amelia Santiago, Ayla Fernandes, Jojo 
Williams, Kenleigh Hall, Lila McCullough; back row, Violet Adams, Lacey Carpenter, Skylar Cox, Kali Sheridan, Jenna Seaton, 
Piper Oberndorf, Colbie Russ, Aubrey Chase and Peyton Price.

Mathews runners 
dominate at first meet

MELANY SLAUGHTER / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

The Mathews High School boys’ and 
girls’ cross country teams dominated 
at their first meet last Wednesday, 
Sept. 4, at Beaverdam Park with 
both teams placing first. Baylee Bell, 
who finished with a time of 26:20, is 
shown competing in the race. 

BY MELANY SLAUGHTER

The Mathews High School 
boys’ and girls’ cross 
country teams both placed 
first in their season opener 
last Wednesday, Sept. 4, 
at Beaverdam Park with 
team total of  18 and 15, 
respectively.

Gavin Dustin placed first 
overall with a finishing 
time of  18:06, followed by 
Seth James in second with 
a time of  18:07 and Blake 
Hunley in third at 18:13.

Next for Mathews was 
Jaxon McDonald with a 
time of  18:44, followed by 
Zachary Salvadori (19:00), 
Jon Jenkins (19:01), Adam 
Greve (19:53), Samuel 
Miranda (20:17), Cole 
Christensen (20:26), Ivar 
Golden (20:27), Colin Moore 
(21:23), James Morgan 
(22:39), Lincoln Williams 
(23:54), Hunter Horsley 
(24:38) and Marvin Ouma 
(25:42). 

For the girls, Elizabeth 
Moore placed first overall 
with a time of  23:26, followed 
by Lorena Carballo in 
second with a time of  25:16 
and Paige Morris (JV) in 
third at 25:29.

Next for the Lady Devils 
was Baylee Bell with a 
time of  26:20, followed by 
Morgan Stearns (26:34), 
Jordan Sadeg (26:47), Lyla 
Duff (27:52), Shalan Dease 
(31:40) and Rayann Helbig 
(33:54).

Invitational
The Mathews cross 

country teams also 
participated in the 
Woodside XC Invitational 
at Newport News Park over 
the weekend, where the 
boys placed first overall 
with a team score of  49.

Dustin placed third 
overall with a time of  16:59. 
Next for Mathews was 
Chance Higginbotham with 
a finishing time of  17:14, 
followed by James (17:44), 
Hunley (17:46), McDonald 
(18:23), Salvadori (18:30) and 

Jenkins (19:06). 
The Mathews girls 

finished with a team score 
of  133. Moore finished with 
a time of  23:22, followed by 
Carballo (24:00), Johnson 
(24:54), Bell (25:39), Sadeg 
(25:42), Stearns (25:59) and 
Duff (27:33). 

Citation catch
Morningstar Marinas, Hudgins, had a 
citation-sized sheepshead brought in 
on Monday. The fish, caught by Ron 
Belbin of Yorktown, weighed 13.2 
pounds and was caught around York 
Spit Reef.

Big fish are 
citation winners

Hagan Witt of Hayes, re-
ceived a citation in the Vir-
ginia Saltwater Fishing Tour-
nament for a 57-inch cobia 
that weighed 58 pounds and 11 
ounces. He caught the fish on 
Aug. 10 in Baltimore Channel.

Another citation reported 
last week in vasaltwater-
journal.com went to Taylor 
Browder of Gloucester, for a 
10-pound, 6-ounce sheepshead 
caught on Aug. 14 at the Ches-
apeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel. 
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New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase 
required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc 
(“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number 
provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or 
its affi liates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or 
register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License 
numbers available at eriehome.com/erie-licenses/

1.844.902.4611
FREE ESTIMATE

LIMITED  
TIME 

OFFER!
SAVE!SAVE!

UP TO

50%
INSTALLATION

OFF

Expires 10/31/2024 MADE IN THE U.S.A.

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof! 20 10% %

OFF OFF
Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We o	 er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

Say “NO” to Cleaning
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

LET THE PROS
HANDLE IT!™

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, 
AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 
262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, 
PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

1-877-614-6667
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must 
present offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-877-591-99501-877-591-9950

 

LOCAL TIDES 
 Mobjack Bay, East River Entrance 

 HIGH LOW 
Thursday 3:43 a.m.  9:49 a.m. 
    9/12   4:21 p.m.   11:13 p.m.   
Friday  4:54 a.m. 11:00 a.m.     
    9/13 5:32 p.m.    
Saturday  6:03 a.m.  12:12 a.m. 
    9/14 6:34 p.m.   12:07 p.m.  
Sunday 7:02 a.m.  1:04 a.m. 
    9/15 7:29 p.m.  1:09 p.m. 
Monday 7:56 a.m. 1:54 a.m. 
    9/16 8:21 p.m.  2:08 p.m. 
Tuesday 8:47 a.m.  2:42 a.m. 
    9/17 9:12 p.m.  3:05 p.m. 
Wednesday 9:37 a.m.  3:27 a.m.  
    9/18 10:00 p.m.  3:58 p.m. 

 
Tide adjustments at other points: 
 
York River, Tue Marsh Light—Subtract 

5 minutes. 
York River, Yorktown—Add 5 minutes. 
York River, Allmondsville—Add 1 hour, 

5 minutes. 
York River, Entrance to Perrin River—

Add 1 minute. 
Brown’s Bay—Subtract 7 minutes. 
S.W. Branch Severn River—Add 4 

minutes. 
Ware River—Subtract 4 minutes. 
North River—Subtract 4 minutes. 
New Point Comfort—Subtract 1 minute. 
Piankatank River, Cherry Point—Add 1 

hour. 
Piankatank River, Dixie—Add 1 hour, 

33 minutes. 
Urbanna—Add 2 hours, 50 minutes. 

 
THE SUN THIS WEEK 

 Sunrise Sunset 
 9/12 6:46 a.m. 7:17 p.m. 
 9/13 6:46 a.m. 7:15 p.m. 
 9/14 6:47 a.m. 7:14 p.m. 
 9/15 6:48 a.m. 7:12 p.m. 
 9/16 6:49 a.m. 7:10 p.m. 
 9/17 6:50 a.m. 7:09 p.m. 
 9/18 6:50 a.m. 7:07 p.m. 

THE MOON THIS WEEK 
 Moonrise Moonset 
 9/12 3:56 p.m. 12:04 a.m. 
 9/13 4:46 p.m. 1:06 a.m. 
 9/14 5:28 p.m. 2:16 a.m. 
 9/15   6:05 p.m. 3:30 a.m. 
 9/16 6:37 p.m. 4:46 a.m. 
 9/17 7:06 p.m.  6:02 a.m. 
 9/18 
 

7:34 p.m. 7:18 a.m. 

SEPTEMBER MOON PHASES 
 

  
New moon  9/2 
First quarter 9/11 
Full moon 
Last quarter 

9/17 
9/26 

    
  
 

The Gloucester High School golf team tied for first place with Menchville during 
a match held last Wednesday, Sept. 4, at Williamsburg National Golf Club. 
GHS senior Blake Sibley, Menchville junior Thomas Aman (who won his first 
individual title of the season) and GHS freshman Levi Vannoy, from left, are 
shown celebrating their wins post-match.

GHS golf ties with 
Menchville

MHS golfers play Middlesex, KW, WP

The Gloucester High 
School golf  team tied for first 
place with Menchville at a 
match held at Williamsburg 
National Golf  Club in James 
City County last Wednesday, 
Sept. 4.

Winning his first indi-
vidual title of  the season was 
Menchville junior Thomas 
Aman with a two-under par 
70. Gloucester senior Blake 
Sibley finished in second 
place with a one under par 

71. Gloucester freshman 
Levi Vannoy finished in 
third place by shooting even 
par 72.

Also included in scoring 
for the Dukes were junior 
Joseph Moritz with an 88 
and sophomore Fenton Scott 
with a 92. 

GHS golf  will be back in 
action today at Woodlands 
Golf  Course in Hampton and 
Tuesday at Sewells Point 
Golf  Course in Norfolk.

The Mathews High School 
golf team has been busy in re-
cent action, taking on Middle-
sex on Tuesday, Sept. 3, King 
William the following day and 
West Point on Monday, ac-
cording to MHS head coach 
Jake Jackson.

Middlesex defeated Mathews 

in the Sept. 3 match, with 
the Chargers ending with 
a 168 score, while Mathews 
scored 241. Adam Dustin 
and Miles Hugate led 
Mathews, both scoring 57. 

On Sept. 4, King William 
posted a team score of 173, 
while Mathews finished 
with 248. Jackson Rowe led 
Mathews with 58.

Monday’s match against 
West Point was the Devils’ 
Senior Night, recognizing 
seniors Hayden Marshall 
and Christian Blue. In the 
closely fought match, West 
Point (228) edged Mathews 
(233) by five strokes. Chase 
Ambrose shot 56 and Miles 
Hugate scored 58.

“We fell into a slump, but 
I have high hopes these 
boys will bounce back and 
end their season strong,” 
the MHS coach said. “My 
main goal is for these guys 
to have fun but also see 
them set their own goals.”

Mathews was scheduled to 
face Middlesex on Wednes-
day, playing King William 
Monday at the Queen Field 
Golf Club and ending the 
season next Thursday, Sept. 
19, against West Point at the 
West Point Country Club.

The Gloucester Outlaws 6U, 8U, 10U and 12U teams all celebrated recent wins against the Charles City Panthers. 12U team 
members are, front row from left, Dakota Little, Damarcus Hundley, Jason Levitov, Harrison Santana, Gunnar Valcourt, 
Camden Duval, Michael Goede Jr., Jeremiah Clase; second row, Cameron West, D.J. Briggs, Mason Evans, Parker Joyce, Gabriel 
Damico, Camdyn Johnson, Blake Custer, Nicholas Terry; back row, coaches James Linville, Kevin Custer and Mike Goede.

Outlaws defeat 
Essex, 36-0

The Gloucester Outlaws 12U 
football team defeated Essex, 
36-0, Saturday night.

D.J. Briggs started the game 
with a 60-yard touchdown 
in the first quarter. Camden 
Johnson followed his 
teammate’s feat with a 30-yard 
touchdown. Cameron West 
and Blake Custer both scored 
extra points in the end zone. 
Defense held the Essex at bay 
to achieve a shutout match. 
Briggs went on to score three 
additional touchdowns in the 
win.

The Outlaws 6U flag football 
team lost its match to Essex, 
18-6, over the weekend. The 
Outlaws held Essex to a 6-6 tie 
until halftime with Lincoln 
Burton scoring Gloucester’s 
only touchdown. Sam Wallis, 
Beckham Leftwich, Liam 
Santiago, Jeremiah “JJ” 
Lewis and Tripp Lapp helped 
to move the ball down the 
field for the Outlaws. 

PRLGA winners 
named

The Piankatank River La-
dies’ Golf Association held 
Mish Mash competition on 
Sept. 5. The first-place team 
of Kay Stout, Mary Edmonds, 
and Sally Austin had a score 
of 78. In second place with a 
score of 79 was the team of 
Colleen Deluca, Karen Gorin, 
and Judy Spain. The team of 
Chrystal Welch, Ann Stanley 
and Chong Hudgins hung on 
to third place by a scorecard 
playoff with their 81.

Earlier results
The PRLGA participated in 

individual flighted net stoke 
play on Thursday, Aug. 29 at 
the golf course in Hartfield.  
Individual winners in each 
flight were:

First flight—Colleen Rob-
ertson (first place, 76), Mar-
tha Wiggs (second place, 78) 
and Vicky Gunn (third place, 
78). Second flight—Chrystal 
Welch (first place, 70), Colleen 
DeLuca (second place, 72) and 
Chong Hudgins (third place, 
72). Third flight—Jen Tross-
bach (first place, 74), Karen 
Gorin (second place, 77) and 
Betty Johnson (third place, 
79).

PRLGA members took part 
in a “Throw Out the Worse 3 
Holes” play day on Thursday, 
Aug. 22.

Individual winners in each 
handicapped flight were:

First flight—Nina Carter 
(first place, 63), Gina Custis 
(second place, 67) and Nancy 
Pannell (third place, 69); sec-
ond flight—Chrystal Welch 
(first place, 71), Bev Tate (sec-
ond place, 75) and Mary Dor-
man (third place, 75); third 
flight—Chong Hudgins (first 
place, 79), Coleen DeLuca 
(second place, 82) and Karen 
Gorin (third place, 86).

On Aug. 15, the PRLGA par-
ticipated in individual gross 
flighted play. Individual win-
ners in each flight were:

First flight—Gina Custis 
(first place, 83), Kay Stout 
(second place, 84) and Mi-
chelle Meanley (third place, 
89). Second flight—Christi 
Lewis (first place, 89), Chrys-
tal Welch (second place, 94) 
and Judy Spain (third place, 
95). Third flight—Chong 
Hudgins (first place, 106), 
Lynne Richardson (second 
place, 112) and Sherri Comer 
(third place, 116).

The PRLGA league plays 
every Thursday. For more in-
formation, call the golf course 
at 804-776-6516.

Hogge, Oyler lead tournament winners

Holes-in-one
Two golfers scored holes-in-one recently at the Piankatank River Golf Club, Hartfield. Chris Anderson of Urbanna, at left, 
got his shot on the 119-yard #14 hole with a 9 iron on Sunday, Aug. 25. Witnessing the shot were Bubba Baldwin and 
Jimmy Mears. The following day, Monday, Aug. 26, Kevin Jenkins of Mathews, at right, made his hole-in-one on the 137-
yard #7 hole, also with a 9 iron. That shot was witnessed by Owen Wilson.

Hunter Hogge and Trevor 
Oyler shot a 63 on Sept. 1 to 
take first place in the first 
flight of the Piankatank 
River Golf Club’s Labor Day 
Tournament. Derek Pool 
and Jeremy Collier, with 65, 
were second in the flight.

Other top finishers in the 
Hartfield club’s tournament 
included the following:

Second flight, Jacob Hous-
ton and Dale Hudgins, 69, 
first; Chad Davis and Boe 
Davis, 69, second;

Third flight, Jake Jackson 
and J.D. Simpson, 68, first; 
Stephen Brinkman and Nick 
Smell, 71, second;

Fourth flight, Robert 
“Corky” Marks and Brian 
Hepburn, 74, first; Curtis 

Hilliard and Mitch Hilliard, 
77, second;

Fifth flight, Jim Moncure 
and Roseanne Moncure, 69, 
first; Gina Custis and Dan 
Whitaker, 77, second.

 Winning closest to the pin 
awards were Mary Fran-
cisco, #5; David Jackson, #7; 
Colleen DeLuce, #14; and 
Matt Hautz, #17. 

GHS alum finishes pro baseball season
Brett Lindsay, a 2017 

Gloucester High School 
graduate, has completed his 
season playing in the Pecos 
Professional Baseball League 
as a member of  the Rosewell 
Invaders. The Pecos league is 
an independent professional 
league that stretches from 
Texas to California.

Lindsay ended his season 
leading the team in hitting 
with a .400 batting average. 
He hit seven doubles, a triple 
and four home runs. Lindsay 
also had 24 RBIs and stole 
seven bases. Defensively, 
Lindsay committed only one 
error during the season while 
splitting time between third 
base and left field.

Currently, Lindsay’s play-
ing career is on hold after 
accepting a coaching 
position at the University of  
Arkansas Rich Mountain. 
UARM is a two-year school 
with a baseball program 
that is entering its fifth year 
of  existence. Lindsay will 
be responsible for coaching 
outfielders, while aiding with 
hitting and recruiting. 

Lindsay has played pro-
fessionally in Austria, the 
Czech Republic and the 
United States. He won a 
championship in the Czech 
Republic with the Jablonec 
Blesk and reached the playoffs 
with the Invaders. 

Brett Lindsay of Gloucester has finished 
playing with the Rosewell Invaders in 
the Pecos Professional Baseball League 
and has accepted a coaching position 
at the University of Arkansas Rich 
Mountain. 

WEATHER
These readings were 

compiled at the Buchanan 
Weather Station at Gwynn.
DATE MAX MIN Prec. Wind
9/3 75 69 0 na
9/4 72 68 0 16ne
9/5 77 68 0 19nne
9/6 82 66 0 12ne
9/7 71 53 .40 20ne
9/8 74 52 0 19n
9/9 79 57 .14 11ssw

Summary
Today thorough Sun-

day will have a daily high 
around 80 degrees and 
some clouds, but mostly 
pleasant, the National 
Weather Service, Wake-
field, forecast on Wednes-
day.
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CONGRATULATIONS
Master Sergeant Justin Horsley

A native of Gloucester, Virginia,  Justin Horsley, age 35, a graduate of Gloucester High School in 2006, has made 
it to Master Sergeant! Left high school to work for an electric company, but that wasn't for him, he said. Mom, there's 
nothing here for me. I know what I'm gonna do. I'm going to join the Army. I'm going to be a United States soldier. And 
so he did. He has accomplished all he went for. In October, he will have done 14 years and he has made it to Master Ser-
geant! E8. Wow! So proud. You can accomplish whatever you want in life. Give it your all. Put your whole heart into what you 
want to accomplish and you will make it. A lot of hard work mentally and physically. Proud to serve in the United States Army,  
Master Sergeant. 

Thanks for serving our country. Keep moving to the top until you become Sergeant Major. 
Love you, son! Your Mom Lora Ayers and sis Hope Ayers 

Airborne, air assault, pathfinder, Expert Soldier Badge, 1 meritorious service medal, 3 Army 
commendation medals, 5 Army achievement medals, Afghanistan campaign medal, Joint service 
commendation medal, NATO medal, Global war on terrorism medal, Army service ribbon.

This is all he has accomplished since he joined the Army.

U9 Hurricanes
The Baystars U9 Hurricanes played 

their first game as a team against the 
Smithfield Vipers on Saturday at Car-
rollton Nike Park in Isle of Wight. The 
Hurricanes won, 10-1. They played well 
and kept their opponents at bay.

The Hurricanes finished the first 
half with six goals, scored evenly by 
Theo Collins and Jack Sheridan. The 
opposing team only managed to get 
past the keeper once, scoring their 
only goal during the first half.

The second half started off quickly 
with a goal by Oliver Graham, Sebas-
tian Newman and two more goals by 
Sheridan. 

The Hurricanes will play again this 
Saturday at Woodville Park at 11 a.m.

U10 White Caps
The Baystars U10 White Caps youth 

soccer team traveled to the Church-
land Soccer Complex on Saturday to 
take on the OBX Storm U10 Cyclones in 
their first game of the fall season. The 

White Caps won, 5-2.
Playing through a steady rain-

fall, the Cyclones scored early on a 
free kick.  The White Caps rebounded 
quickly with Donnie Wolford and 
Colton Bergstrom each finding the net.

Tied at the half, the White Caps ral-
lied as Ryan Seay, Noah Ford and Gra-
ham Kittrell each scored one goal with 
Triffon Luechauer assisting once. Lue-
chauer and Wolford split time in the 
goal, both marking three saved goals 
each.

U12 Stingrays
The Baystars U12 Stingrays won 

its season opener against Arsenal FC, 
3-1, in a hard-fought battle in the rain 
at Churchland Soccer Complex on Sat-
urday. 

Charlie Sheridan scored a hat trick, 
with assists from Hadli Sellers and El-
lis O’Mara.

Solid teamwork and aggressive 
play in unfavorable conditions gave 
the Stingrays a solid start to the fall 
season. Each player from the team 
contributed on the pitch, some called 

to play in unfamiliar positions, and do-
ing so with a fire that could not be ex-
tinguished.

The Baystars U-12 Stingrays will 
play again at 2 p.m. this Saturday at 
Woodville Park.

U14 Ospreys
The Baystars U14 Ospreys played 

against the Beach FC Zimmer-Storm 
on Saturday at the Hampton Roads 
Soccer Complex, where they won, 3-0, 
in their first game of the season.

Gavin Brown scored two goals and 
Jackson Scalf scored one goal. The of-
fense was unstoppable and ended 
with a 3-0 shutout for a great start to 
the season.

U14 Swordfish
The Baystars U14 Swordfish trav-

eled to Chesapeake to play the Wolves 
and won, 2-0. 

Greylyn Sewell scored both goals. 
Mallory Bruno and Skyler Collins were 
captains. Leah Hyde and Sewell earned 
the game pins.

Gloucester Baystars youth soccer news

Members of the U9 Hurricanes include, from left, assistant coach Jace Ellison-Gonzalez, Theo Collins, Gabriel Franklin, 
Sebastian Newman, Julien Sotello, Oliver Graham, Adam Ramocki, Bentley Tomlinson, Blaise Katsuki, Braiden Fry, Jack 
Sheridan, Audrick Martinez and coach Cody Sheridan.

The U10 White Caps include, from left, Triffon Luechauer, Graham Kittrell, Arimus Stevenson, Donnie Wolford, Noah Ford, 
Ryan Seay, Colton Bergstrom, Wyatt Brockenbrough and Fett Kutch.

The U12 Stingrays include, front row from left, Braylin Brochu, Piper Codekas; middle row, Ellis O’Mara, Charlie Sheridan, 
Hadli Sellers; back row, Camille Carter, Brooklyn Robinette, Jill New, Louisa Doley, Brynlee Grigonis and Aubrey Jones.

The U-14 Swordfish include, front row from left, Mallory Bruno, Emma Jo French, Charlotte Small and Leah Hyde; back row 
coach Joseph Lenderman, Carley Phelps, Lacey Donnelly, Riley Gale, Greylyn Sewell, Skyler Collins, Rylyn Wilmoth, Melanie 
Mueller and Coach Reinaldo Miquelarena.

The U14 Ospreys include, in front, Gavin Brown; standing from left, coach Tyler Guy, Noah Kellum, Max Ferguson, Jackson 
Scalf, Logan Brown, Ryan McAllister, Randy Schwartz, Carter Nash, Bryce Carter, Carter Jackson, Lyam McCullough, Triston 
VanHoudt, Lacey Donnelly, Aubrey Lord, Melanie Mueller and assistant coach Brent Jackson.
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  Joseph T.  Buxton, Esq.
Certified Elder Law Attorney

G. P.  Wakefield Buxton, Esq.
Master of Laws in Estate Planning

           Lori Ann Buxton, Esq.
Master of Laws in Corporate Finance

www.trustbuilders.com

Remarkable – very 
informative – excellent 
speaker!

— Don F. 

Very well presented and 
thoroughly held my interest. 
Terrific delivery!

        — Dean F. 

Great info and very 
understandable!       

    —Catherine H. 

 Reader’s Choice Award Winner

Buxton & Buxton, PC
Estate & Legacy Planning Since 1978

n Wills and Revocable Trusts
n Powers of Attorney
n Estate Administration
n Asset Protection

n Dynasty & IRA Trusts
n Medicaid and Long-Term Care
n Charitable Giving
n Family Business Succession

This educational class is free; however, reservations are required. 
To make your reservation or for more information call 800-966-2889 or 757-877-2248 

The Buxton Family has been serving Greater Hampton Roads in law and medicine since 1906.  Attorneys Chip Buxton, 
Wake Buxton and Lori Buxton combine nearly 100 years of estate planning and elder law experience. Together, 
they have assisted over 8,500 clients and prepared over  12,000 estate plans.  When results matter, count on 
TrustBuilders Law Group for all of your wealth preservation needs.

FREE Estate Planning Seminar
✓ Learn why Virginia Powers of Attorney and Medical Directives are
must have documents during times of crises.

✓ Learn why there is no such thing as a “simple will” and how to avoid
the expense and delay of court supervised administration.

✓ Learn how a Revocable Living Trust can avoid probate, minimize
taxes and protect assets for multiple generations.

✓ Learn why joint ownership, payable on death and beneficiary
designations are dangerous ways to pass wealth.

✓ Learn about the new Secure Act and how it affects the transfer and
administration of retirement plans.

Tuesday, September 17, 2024  
6:30 p.m.

Hampton by Hilton
6638 Forest Hill Ave.
Gloucester, VA 23061
Refreshments Served

 

Thursday, September 19, 2024  
6:30 p.m.

The Tides Inn
480 King Carter Drive

Irvington, VA 22480
Refreshments Served

SOME NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS LAST FOREVER
PLAN YOUR LEGACY TODAY!

YORKTOWN 
914 Denbigh Blvd.

Yorktown, VA 23692
757-877-2248

WILLIAMSBURG
283 McLaws Circle

Williamsburg, VA 23185
757-345-6644

MIDDLESEX
848 Gloucester Road, P.O. Box 7

Saluda, VA 23149
804-758-2244

VIRGINIA BEACH
804 Newton Rd. #102

Virginia Beach, VA 23462
757-645-0248
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