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Higher interest
rates, low inventory a
‘double whammy’

BY SHERRY HAMILTON

Frank Wingfield, associ-
ate broker and vice presi-
dent with NextHome Coast
to Country Real Estate and
the 2023 Realtor of the Year
by Chesapeake Bay and Riv-
ers Association of Realtors,
recently weighed in on the
current state of the real es-
tate market in Gloucester
and Mathews.

“Market dynamics are
incredible right now,” said
Wingfield.

He said the current 7 per-
cent interest rates are high
compared to the 3 percent
rates typically seen during
the past few years and prices
have jumped up because of a
lack of inventory.

“It’s a double whammy for
everybody trying to buy,” he
said, “whether it’s a young
couple or a retiree wanting
to sell and buy.”

Retirees are paying almost
as much for their retirement
homes as the homes they’ve
lived in for years, he said.

But, although interest
rates have risen, said Wing-
field, they're still “incredi-
bly low historically,” and,
after a wintertime slow-
down, homes are now start-
ing to sell fast. If priced prop-
erly, he said, a home is only
on the market for five or 10
days, and even homes that
need work are selling within
35 to 50 days.

SEE INTEREST RATES, PAGE 3C
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Frank Wingfield, who was named 2023 Realtor of the Year for the Chesapeake Bay and Rivers Association of Realtors in
March, recently weighed in on the current state of the real estate market in Gloucester and Mathews.
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“You can list your home
on Sunday and by Monday
sit down with several of-
fers,” he said. “There’s a lot
of young people sitting on
the sidelines, trying to buy
...We seem to have an imbal-
ance of people leaving ver-
sus coming.”

One of the things that’s
holding people back from
selling, said Wingfield, is the
low interest rate they have
on their current home.

“People don’t want to give
up a 3 percent interest rate
and turn around and buy at
a 7 percent interest rate,” he
said.

But certain things force
people to sell and put homes
on the market, he said, in-
cluding death, divorce, re-
location, and illness. Then
there are other circumstanc-
es, such as foreclosure.

With the pandemic, there
was some deferment of mort-
gage payments and banks
couldn’t foreclose on delin-
quent mortgages, said Wing-
field, and now those homes
are being foreclosed on and
coming to market.

Then there are the people
who seek a change in life as
part of a dream of something
better.

“That dream Kkicks in and
they say, T’'m going to sell
my home and move,”” said
Wingfield.

But, for the most part, he
said, “If you don’t have to
sell your home right now, a
lot of people are sitting still.”

Another thing that’s hold-
ing down sales locally is that
there are no new housing de-
velopments, said Wingfield.
Patriot’s Walk in Glouces-
ter is the last subdivision in
Gloucester with buildable

space, he said, and “that’s
where the inventory is com-
ing from.”

In the next two to three
years, three new subdivi-
sions currently in the de-
velopment process on Route
17 in Gloucester will start
bringing new houses to the
market and provide plenty
of inventory, said Wingfield,
but price points will be high-
er.

“To build a home will prob-
ably be in the $500,000 range
and up,” he said. “The start-
er market today is $300,000
to $350,000.”

Wingfield said the interest
rates will hopefully moder-
ate by the time the new sub-
divisions come online. “Five
percent would help,” he said.

When homes get too ex-
pensive, he said, people start
looking at multi-genera-
tional housing, with young
people staying at home lon-
ger, living with friends, and
making all kinds of different
arrangements.

“People get creative in
how they live until they can
save their money or find that
home,” he said.

The market is particularly
tough on young couples, who
might be one of six couples
writing an offer on “a great
new home,” said Wingfield.

“One person gets it, and
the other five are back on
the market again,” he said.

One young couple Wing-
field is working with lost the
first three homes they tried
to buy, he said, “but the one
they got is perfect for them,
and it’s on its way to clos-
ing.”

One thing that makes peo-
ple want to move to Glouces-
ter and Mathews in particu-
lar is the environment, said
Wingfield.

the beautiful weather—four
seasons.”

A lot of people want to re-
locate here because of the

“We're blessed with the
environment here,” he said.
“The beauty of the Chesa-
peake Bay, the history, and

waterfront, said Wingfield,
which is “a whole different

SEE INTEREST RATES, PAGE 4C
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A chance to turn family heirlooms into cash

BY SHERRY HAMILTON

Nicole Michael, owner of
the long-standing firm Vash-
ti’s Jewelers on Main Street
in Gloucester, has a wide ar-
ray of fine and designer gold
and silver jewelry and gift
items to sell, and she often
gets inquiries from people
who are interested in selling
her some of their own family
heirlooms made of precious

metals.

Because she rarely ven-
tures into the realm of buy-
ing such items from indi-
viduals, Michael decided to
offer her customers a chance
to do just that through Na-
tional Rarity, an estate-buy-
ing firm affiliated with the
highly selective jewelers Mi-
chael buys from—Indepen-
dent Jewelers Organization
and Retail Jewelers Organi-

zation.

After a successful initial
visit in February, Nation-
al Rarity will be at Vashti’s
again for three days in May,
Tuesday through Thursday,
May 21-23. Hours will be 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Tuesday
and Wednesday and 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. on Thursday. Mi-
chael will be offering a spe-
cial 20 percent bonus to any-
one who trades their items

for store credit.

National Rarity purchases
everything from gold, silver
and platinum jewelry and
watches to luxury purses
and old paper money. Ster-
ling silver flatware, tea sets,
vanity sets and candlesticks
are among the items the
company is interested in,
along with diamonds; gold
and silver coins, bullion and
bars; and smaller original
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art pieces by known artists.
Other items that will be
considered include military
memorabilia, pre-1950 ad-
vertising and toys, old pho-
tos and autographs such as
tintypes, and high-end pens
such as Montblanc and Mon-
tegrappa.

Potential customers may
bring items of any size in any

SEE NATIONAL RARITY, PAGE 5C

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3C)
environment” for them.

The government is trying
to get inflation down, said
Wingfield, and when it’s fi-
nally under control, that
will help the market bring
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INTEREST RATES: A local perspective

the rates down. While every-
thing that’s going on in the
world is affecting the U.S.,
including the price of gas
and the cost of food, “Amer-
icans are going more, enjoy-
ing things, buying homes if

WE PROVIDE FULL SITE WO

we can find one.”

Incomes have increased,
and people are feeling pret-
ty good about themselves,”
he said. “We have an afford-
ability gap, so people can’t
afford what they used to, but

e

they’re making adjustments
and buying what they can
afford.”

“The market’s not pre-

dictable, but it’s going to be
fine,” said Wingfield. “We’re

not going to go into some
recession and implode. Peo-
ple are going to continue to
want to live here, so we’re
going to be able to continue
to sell homes. And, hopeful-
ly, create a few more.”

. =

CONSTRUCTION INCLUDING:

clearing, grading, erosion and settlement controls, asphalt, site concrete,

757.209.1207

dpalkovic@coastaldevelopment.com

www.coastaldevelopmentco.com

water, sewer and stormwater installation and maintenance.




THURSDAY MAY 16, 2024

NATIONAL RARITY: [earn how
to potentially turn heirlooms to cash

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4C)

color and style, as well as
broken and damaged pieces,
dental gold, and scrap gold,
silver and platinum. There
is no need to polish silver
items, said Michael, but the
company doesn’t accept sil-
ver plate.

The first visit by National
Rarity was in January, and
it was highly successful. Mi-
chael said lines of customers
selling their family heir-
looms outside the shop grew
larger each of the three days
National Rarity was there,
and the company had to fly
in a fourth buyer to handle
the crowd.

National Rarity takes sell-
ers on a first-come, first-
served basis, said Michael,
so anyone interested in sell-
ing their items should arrive
as early as possible in the
morning. “Last time, they
had to turn people away,”
she said.

After an initial evaluation
of the items to determine
which ones National Rari-
ty is likely to purchase, the
person’s name is put on a
list, they’re given a number,
and they wait their turn, she
said.

When a seller’s time
comes, the buyers take their

SEE NATIONAL RARITY, PAGE 7C
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Nicole Michael, owner of Vashti’s Jewelers on Main Street in Gloucester, is offering the public the opportunity to sell their
family heirlooms to National Rarity, an estate buying firm with a national presence.
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NATIONAL RARITY: (p-
coming event at Vashti’s

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5C)

time to evaluate the items,
said Michael, and then they
offer the price they’re will-
ing to pay.

Eighty-five percent of the
people who brought pieces
to be evaluated in January
ended up selling, said Mi-
chael, and some came back a
second time.

Michael said teams from
National Rarity travel all
around the country conduct-
ing such buying expeditions,
attending numerous events
annually.

“Buying is something I
don’t do on a regular basis,”
she said, “so I wanted my
customers to have an outlet
for the things they no longer
need or want.”

PARKES

CONSTRUCTION

PHOTO BY NICOLE MICHAEL
When National Rarity visited Vashti’s in January, some customers had to be turned away because so many people had Your Homew”’” Contr actor

treasures they wanted to sell. Here, the line of people waiting ran down the sidewalk outside the store. Ati right, seated
inside, representatives from National Rarity talk with a potential seller. BU|LD|NG . ELECTR|CAL . PLUMB|NG
MECHANICAL * GAS « GENERATORS
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Helping people find
their second homes

BY RUBY WILLIAMS

Buying a second home
is perfect for anyone who
wants to be in control of
their serenity, their own in-
ner peace or their own va-
cations, as well as someone
who wants to enjoy their in-
vestment.

Cheryl Chaney-Adams
works to make those
dreams a reality for her cli-
ents. A Mathews resident,
Chaney-Adams is a realtor
with Shaheen, Ruth, Martin
& Fonville Real Estate, who
specializes in selling sec-
ond homes in the Hampton
Roads area, Gloucester and
Mathews counties, up to the
Richmond area. Her side-
kick Charlie, a West High-
land terrier, always tags
along with her to help.

Adams got her real estate
license in 2018. She started

out selling new homes for
Rose & Womble. She now
sells second homes, which
she has been doing for the
last five years.

Adams does most of the
research for her clients and
previews houses for them.
She will also FaceTime with
them, do virtual tours and
connect them with any re-
sources that they will need
in the home-buying process.

“I go by myself to look at
homes,” she said. “I canvas
and area and feel out (the
properties), because pictures
can only tell you so much. So
by going to these properties,
I can tell them (the potential
buyer) whether or not this is
what really checks off their
bucket list.”

Adams has always been

SEE SECOND HOMES, PAGE 13C
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Cheryl Chaney-Ad-
ams, a realtor with
Shaheen,  Ruth,
Martin & Fonville
Real Estate (shown
with her sidekick
Charlie), special-
izes in helping
people find their

Steve Flippin, Associate Broker, Susan Flippin, Realtor®, Brandon Flippin, Realtor®
As a native of the Middle Peninsula area, | am well-versed in all that our area has to offer.
Whether land to build your dream home, resale, or new construction - | am here to get you
home. | have surrounded myself with a team of agents who, like me, believe that it's more
than a house - it's a home. We have partnered with the best in the business to make your
transaction as pain-free as possible from showings to closing.

827 Diligence Dr., Suite 109, Newport News, VA 23606 stephen@theflippinexperience.com
www.theflippinexperience.com 757-810-9063
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11C)
exposed to the real estate
industry since she was very
young. She said that both of
her parents were realtors, so
she had been around it her
entire life.

“This is exactly what I had
seen myself doing,” said Ad-
ams.

Growing up, Adams would
be in the back seat of her
parents’ car riding around
helping them look for prop-
erty. She would hold one big
blue book with all of the new
listings and tell her parents
which houses were for sale.
She also would help deliver
gifts to their clients.

“Ieven dressed up as Santa
Claus for a couple of years.
That was a hoot,” she said.

Adams said that she would
help her parents with the

GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL

SECOND HOMES: Finding the right fit for you

marketing side of the busi-
ness. She even would cut
the yards of listed properties
and that was her first paying
job in the real estate indus-
try. When she was a senior
in high school, she started
working for a real estate at-
torney and then went on to
work for First Union Bank
in their home equity depart-
ment.

She also worked for Vir-
ginia Farm Bureau and as
an apartment manager. She
eventually became a leas-
ing manager and then be-
came property manager for
multi-family homes for 16
years. She said that all of her
jobs led her back into the
real estate.

“I'took thisreal estate class
in the fall of 1988 through
Moseley Flint and sat for

the exam on a very cold De-
cember day,” she said. “That
was back when they had this
huge computer monitor and
you press this button and it
told you ‘pass or fail’. I failed
it by one point. It scared the
bejesus out of me. It took me
35 years to do it again.”

She said that she was too
scared because she always
had something on her shoul-
der telling her she could not
do it.

“I did all of these jobs, try-
ing to fulfill something that I
did not even know was miss-
ing until I started doing this.
I came alive,” said Adams.
“It has been a blessing ever
since and I have continued
to be blessed with awards.”

Adams’ accomplishments
and awards include the
Zig Ziglar Servant Leader-
ship Award, multiple Gold,
Silver and Bronze awards
through the Virginia Pen-
insula Association of Real-

tors, is secretary/treasur-
er for the Chesapeake Bay
and Rivers Association of
Realtors, a member of the
Central Virginia Homemak-
ers and a member of the
Exchange Club of Glouces-
ter-Mathews. Adams sold

13C

18 homes in the first eight
months of receiving her real
estate license.

Adams can be contacted
through her website www.
srmfre.com/agents/cher-
yl-adams or by email at
cheryladams@srmfre.com.
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Building a museum ‘country
store’ to preserve a collection

BY ELSA VERBYLA

Ray Hunley of Mathews
has built something close
to his heart and history: a
room in the Mathews His-
torical Museum to house his
father’s country store collec-
tion.

A grand opening is expect-
ed in early summer, said
museum president Tom
Robinson.

Tommy Hunley, longtime
meter reader for the Virgin-
ia Electric and Power Com-
pany, now Dominion, visit-
ed every corner of Mathews
County during his 36 years
on the road. When he re-
tired in 1987, he estimated he
had driven 800,000 miles in
Mathews, Gloucester, King
and Queen, and King Wil-
liam counties. Most of his
time was spent in Mathews.

In several interviews with
the Gazette-Journal, Hunley
told how his work took him
to community stores, and
how much he enjoyed them.
“I would just sit down and
drink a Pepsi-Cola and talk
with the old storekeeper,”
Hunley said. “It was almost
a demand for every commu-

nity to have one.”

Early in the 20th century,
country stores were truly
gathering places and news
central for communities.
Few people had telephones,
few had automobiles, but
one could walk just about a
mile, sit for a spell, and learn
everything that was going
on.

In fact, candidates for
public office in that time of-
ten advertised when they
would be visiting communi-
ty stores, as the best oppor-
tunity for voters (all men ...
this was before women had
the right to vote) could get to
know them.

As the years went by, com-
munity post offices closed,
and after those, most of the
old stores closed too. Hunley
purchased many of his store
artifacts as they shut down.

And then, he rebuilt a
country store on his home
property adjacent to Thom-
as Hunter Middle School. A
newspaper article from 1983
said, “Tommy’s General
Store has been operating in
Mathews Court House for
more than three years and
has not sold one item ...”

[E] i =1
s
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Tommy’s General Store is
not really a store, but more
of a museum. Hunley said
he set it up to remind people
“of days when you bought a
Coke for a nickel and men
sat on the porch or around a
potbelly stove, ate peanuts,
chewed tobacco and told lies
to one another until nine or
ten and then went home.”

The collection includes
many items straight from
and typical of a country
store: tobacco cutter, coffee
grinder, oyster cans, candy
case, and scales.

Tommy Hunley died in
2005 and his wife Doris in
2016. Their sons Ray and
Sam placed their father’s

SEE PRESERVING HISTORY, PAGE 15C
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PHOTO BY NANCY TWIGG
Ray Hunley works on building a space in the Mathews Historical Museum for his
father Tommy’s collection of country store items.
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14C)
collection on permanent
loan with the museum, and
now Ray, a former longtime
commissioner of the reve-
nue in Mathews, has fitted
out one room in the museum
to display large portions of
his father’s collection.

GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL

PRESERVING HISTORY: Building a replica

Hunley, assisted by his
wife Kathy and daughter
Lesley, has built shelving,
installed a countertop from
Pinero Post Office, the old
post office enclosure from
Diggs, a new floor, a wall to
close off the area from an-
other room, and painted ev-

erything. Now he is stocking
the shelves. Ray estimated
he is using about 70 percent
of his father’s collection, mi-
nus duplicates, and keeping
more items in reserve for
rotation.

“Everything I pick up has
a memory of him,” Hunley

Give us a call
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air conditioning
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said.

There is another real con-
nection of the family to the
museum building, which
was constructed in 1936 as
an automobile dealership.

15C

Shortly after Ray was born,
Tommy Hunley left his job
as a mechanic at Twigg Mo-
tor Company and got a job

SEE PRESERVING HISTORY, PAGE 16C

This clipping from the Mathews Journal of June 29, 1905 shows the country
store circuit announced by J. Boyd Sears, candidate for the Virginia Senate.
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PRESERVING
HISTORY: New

exhibit coming
to Mathews
Museum

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15C)

as a lineman with East Coast
Electric, which had an of-
fice in the building that now
houses the museum. In the
first years after World War
II, many areas of Mathews
County were just getting
electricity and linemen were
needed for the construction
work. East Coast was suc-
ceeded by Virginia Power,
and Tommy Hunley made
the move from lineman to
meter reader as the years
went by.

His dad started collecting
in the mid-1960s, Ray said,
and by 1980 had moved a
one-room building from Car-
dinal, where two men had
lived, to his yard, restored it,
and built his store museum
there.

Ray is very pleased his
father’s memorabilia will
be going on display, and
said the new exhibit honors
“Daddy’s dying wish. He
said try to keep the collec-
tion together. He wanted to
save it from a yard sale.”

Hunley said the new ex-
hibit is complete. Robin-
son, the museum president,
noted that while a grand
opening is being planned,
anyone visiting the facility,
located at 200 Main Street, is
welcome to look at the store
exhibit. “I want the museum
to be a real place to visit in
Mathews.”

FILE PHOTO

LE PHOTO This photo from Gazette-Journal files illustrates how country stores were gathering spots. At

Tommy Hunley displayed a tobacco cutter in Tom’s Country Moon Post Office in Mathews in 1956, John R. Diggs, Howard A. Sadler and his cat Ichabod, and
Store for a newspaper article in 1994. Ivey H. Morgan, from left, pass a rainy day around the pot-bellied stove at Mr. Sadler’s general
store at Moon. Marguerite R. Sadler, postmaster, is behind the counter.
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Buxton & Buxton, PC

Estate & Legacy Planning Since 1978
YORKTOWN
914 Denbigh Blvd.
Yorktown, VA 23692
757-877-2248

www.trustbuilders.com

WILLIAMSBURG
283 McLaws Circle
Williamsburg, VA 23185
757-345-6644

Lori Ann Buxton, Esq.

m Dynasty & IRA Trusts
m Medicaid and Long-Term Care
m Charitable Giving

m Family Business Succession

VIRGINIA BEACH
804 Newton Rd. #102
Va Beach, VA 23462
757-645-0248
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BUILDING MATERIALS

804-693-2544
Turn at stoplight at Ark (Fary’s Mill Rd.)
OPEN: MON.-FRI.,, SATURDAYS: HALF DAY
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INTRODUCING
GOLDEN OYSTER SHORELINE RESTORATION!

NOW SERVING THE MIDDLE PENINSULA!
RoN A. GOrTON #: 804-695-6932 EmaAIL: rgort7@aol.com

Sox ERosioN CONTROL SOLUTION WEBSITE: soxerosion.com  GOLDEN OyYSTER: CERTIFIED INSTALLER

(Before/Erosion) (Sox Solution) (After/Vegetation)

Golden Oyster offers a variety of unique shoreline erosion control solutions that stop (erosion) sedimentation and restore damaged banks,
while creating living shorelines. Sox Erosion Solutions provide a safe, integrated, durable, easy-to-use, visually appealing and cost-effective
solution. This innovative technology is comprised of a patented knitted mesh system that can be utilized to create a long-lasting sediment
containment barrier around the waterbody.

Once installed, the Shore Sox can be covered with a layer of vegetation. This may include turf grass or native plants. The Shore Sox
environmentally friendly technical mesh allows for penetration of the root systems of plants, without damage to the plant roots or to the
Shore Sox technical mesh. As a result, plants can root, further stabilizing the protected shore against erosion, and allowing the plants to thrive
through the uptake of stabilized nutrients.

No matter the type of erosion problem you're facing, it's extremely important to cultivate a beneficial vegetation buffer around your waterbody.
Vegetation is known to provide benefits beyond erosion control, including nutrient filtration and esthetic enhancement.

For more information on Golden Oyster and possible loan opportunities, visit Sox Erosion Solutions website for further information regarding
our product and the installation process.

We also provide shallow water shoreline dredging utilizing water science.

GOLDEN OYSTER MARINE SERVICES, LLC
RON A. GORTON #: 804-695-6932 EMAIL: rgort7@aol.com Sox Erosion Solutions website: soxerosion.com
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Remembering the genial

The death of George L.
Sadler of Diggs in 1958 at the
age of 85 prompted memo-
ries in the Gazette-Journal
from “a friend” who told
about the storekeeper and
the intriguing contents of
the business.

After a brief career at sea,
Mr. Sadler came home to be
with his family, the writer
said. “About 1909, he erect-
ed a small store at Diggs
and dispensed general mer-
chandise and groceries for a

storekeeper

number of years. The writ-
er, being a small boy at the
time, said his memory is a
bit hazy as to the exact date,
but his memory is not hazy
nor dim in his recollection of
Mr. George Sadler. By this
full and formal title he was
known by all of my genera-
tion of boys and girls in that
community.

“His store was ever a stop-
ping place on the way home
from school. We recall his
good-natured banter and

S.B.CEGX

READY MIX

Ready Mix Concrete
Crushed Concrete
Sand & Gravel

Topsoil & Mulch
RipRap

Come Join Our Team!

804-659-3684

www.coxreadymix.com

Buying or Selling

Call us to help you find that perfect home!

3786 George Washington Mem. Hwy.,, Hayes, Va 23072
804-642-2300 e abbittrealty.com

The Atkins Group
Lisa Atkins and
Logan Clark
757-263-0667

teasing, he never seemed to
be out of patience, always
smiling and pleasant. We
would examine the candy
‘showcase’ each day for any
new stock. He carried the
usual assortment of candies
familiar in those days as well
as cookies of all sorts. We
would look longingly at the
bunch of bananas hung on
the porch ... Often as these
items claimed our attention,
Mr. Sadler, knowing we had
no money, would offer us a
treat on the house ...

“George L. Sadler was a
Christian gentleman, a good
citizen, a good neighbor and
a friend to all, especially
those of us who were boys
during his storekeeping days
and for whom he always re-
tained a special liking, as ev-
idence by his kindly interest
in our welfare.”

GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL ~ 21€

PHOTO COURTESY OF CINDY HUDGINS BRIZZOLARA
George Larkin Sadler, popular storekeeper at Diggs.

Bay

Real Estate Settlement Services

Title

Locally owned and operated
Combined over 40 years of experience

804-215-2133

Fax: 757-612-4446
6558 Main St., Suite 4, Gloucester, VA 23061
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HODGES & BRYANT

Plumbing « Heating ¢ Air Conditioning

804-693-2102 hodgbry@gmail.com
Danny R. McCloud, Owner/Manager
Jake McCloud, Asst. Manager
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Above, 1914 ad
for an oil-burn-
ing stove. Below,
an advertise-
ment from

the Mathews
Journalin 1932
urging readers
to buy an elec-
tric refrigerator.

Most popular refrigerator today,
according to Jacob McCloud at
Hodges & Bryant: stainless steel
with French doors.

BY ELSA VERBYLA

What features do today’s
homeowner want in their
kitchen appliances?

Stainless steel is the popu-
lar way to go, said Jacob Mc-
Cloud at Hodges & Bryant,

GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL ~ 23C

The‘modern’kitchen, both today
and in the past

Gloucester. “The majority of
people want and buy stain-
less steel appliances,” he
said. “As for refrigerators,
French doors are by far the
most popular.”

Stepping up to a level
where cost doesn’t matter,

customers who want units
that allow for wood paneling
will find them to be “incredi-
bly expensive,” he said.
Countertop appliances
come and go. This newspa-

SEE KITCHENS, PAGE 24C
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Among prize winners at the Rulane Gas Company’s cooking school in 1954, from left, were Miss Jane Feder, Mrs. A.H.
Farris, Mrs. V.W. Dawson, Mrs. Charlie Dunn, Mrs. Martin Kerns, Miss Sara Barker, director of the school, Mrs. Lillian Fary,
and Mrs. Nathan Belvin.
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KITCHENS: A Jook at old
and current models

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23()
per has had articles over
the years on how to use a
pressure cooker, an electric
percolator, a microwave—
whatever is new and unfa-
miliar.

Today, McCloud said,
nothing so far has caused the
quick-cooking air fryer to be
unseated. “The air fryer is a

bit of an anomaly to me be-
cause it’s just a miniaturized
convection oven, but I'm as-
suming the turnaround to
cook something and cooking
in smaller batches is the real
appeal.”

If a person is tempted be-
tween an interior upgrade

SEE KITCHENS, PAGE 25C

Sales on Farm

804-725-3994 Farm

DIXIE KNOLL FARM
Gathered-Fresh Grade A Eggs

From Cage Free/Free Roaming Hens
A Family Tradition Since 1925

W.P. Sadler & Family

38 Green Point Lane, Dutton, VA 23050

804-725-2024 home

804-384-2474 Cell

Fleet Brothers

Looking for a She-Shed or Man Cave?

Amish-Built Sheds

Tiny Log Homes are now available (10x20 & 12x30)
Storage Sheds ¢ Chicken Coops ® Dog Kennels ® Rabbit Cages

On-site Financing by Lend

804-776-9700
Mon.-Fri. 8:30-3

Shedbrothers>4@gmail.com
10072 Gen. Puller Hwy., Rt. 33, Hartfield, VA

e el
MarK
Financial Services’
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24()

or going to the expense of
building an outdoor kitchen,
McCloud thinks that again,
unless cost is not a factor,
“Most people would prefer to
upgrade their indoor Kitch-
ens rather than divide their
budget between an indoor
and outdoor Kitchen. As for
indoor upgrades, most im-
provements tend to be either
aesthetic or of convenience.”
Yesterday

Because homemakers of
old spent a large part of each
day in the kitchen—and in
those days, the job of cook-
ing fell mostly to women—
they were always interested
in anything that would ease

GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL

KITCHENS: O/d and new practices

the workload.

As far back as May 1932,
ads for electric stoves and
electric refrigerators ap-
peared in the Mathews Jour-
nal. At that time electricity
was still new and not wide-
ly available in our counties,
but there was an apparent
market for these new appli-
ances.

By the 1950s, kitchen tours
and cooking shows became
common ways to demon-
strate the latest. In 1953, Mr.
and Mrs. Edward Rowe of
Gloucester won an entirely
new Kitchen of appliances
and cabinets in a plan-your-
kitchen contest sponsored
by the Crosley appliance

company.

Six months later, 125 peo-
ple toured the Rowes’ new
kitchen, which contained a
Crosley Shelvador refrig-
erator, a range, freezer and
40-gallon water heater, re-
ported the Gazette-Journal,
along with “wall and base
cabinets, silent server, sink,
garbage disposer, dishwash-
er and ventilating fan.”

The new kitchen cost the
Crosley company $4,000 and
got it a lot of publicity.

About the same time, the
Suburban Rulane Gas Com-
pany of Newport News held
a cooking school at Glouces-
ter High School “attended by
approximately 155 women

25C

A 1932 ad for
demonstrations
of an electric
cooking stove.

representing various organi-
zations of the county.” They
watched meals cooked on
Westinghouse and Tappan
gas stoves and entered their
names for prizes. Six went
home with new aluminum
pans or blankets, and oth-
ers won the food dishes that
were made in the demon-
strations.

For a time in the 1950s and
1960s, and into the 1970s,
kitchen tours were held in
Gloucester and Mathews,
usually sponsored as fund-
raisers by homemaker’s
clubs and home economics
clubs in the high schools.
These have disappeared
from the landscape in recent
years.

PO. Box 950
240 Main Street

Mathews, VA 23109

Soil Evaluation for Sewage Disposal
Septic System Design & Maintenance
Shrink Swell Testing

Shore Erosion Control Permitting
34 Years of Experience

WILLIAM J. MEAGHER, INC.

Certified Professional Soil Scientist
Certified Wetland Delineator
Soil and Environmental Consultant

FREE

Consultation!

Alternative System Design
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Tips on creating a cozy, welcoming and long-lasting kitchen

BY ELSA VERBYLA

You go to your stain-
less-steel fridge, open one
of the French doors, pour a
glass of milk and then ...

If your Kkitchen is comfort-
able and welcoming, you
pull the pack of Oreos from
the cabinet and settle down
right there for a snack.

Appliances are the work-
ing side of the kitchen. The
interior puts warm arms
around the people using
it and relaxing there, and
makes it the heart of the
home.

Faye Respress of Stewart’s
Tile and Carpet Center in
Mathews knows the trends
and can design a kitchen in
keeping with the latest de-
sign ideas. The company’s
crews will bring it to life.

She starts with the cab-
inets: “People are doing a
lot more painted cabinets in
lighter colors now, whites
and grays.” If they want con-
trasting accents, dark blues

KIM ANDREWS / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Faye Respress of Stewart’s Tile and Carpet Center, Mathews, shows popular se-
lections. She has been with the company for 38 years.

are popular. Also popular on
the palette of choice are dif-

Are You

Common
Contaminants

Dirt, rust, and
other solids \_>F

Bacteria
and Algae TN

Calcium,
Maghnesium, Iron

Chlorine
Chemicals

Two Convenient Drive-Up Kiosks

Gloucester Point on Hwy 17 at Pointe Shoppes

Tappahannock on Hwy 17 at Essex Square

WTIEEIGE : . —=7 Carbon Filfration

Drinking

Purification
Process

\9_,7 UV Sterilization

~—= Reverse Osmosis

!~ Ozonation

Antimicrobial
Dispenser

@wddpoiwfe lce

757-525-7837

ferent shades of greens.

Flat panel Shaker-style
doors are very popular now,
she added.

With the big decision
made, the customer moves
on to countertops. Faye said
“Quartz is the most popu-
lar, and granite is the next,
usually in the lighter tones.”
People like quartz with vein-
ing, she said.

Decisions on tiles come
next, for the backsplash and
the countertop.

Finally, Faye works with
the customer on Kitchen
flooring. The most popular
selection now is LVP, which
stands for Iluxury vinyl
planking. “We use that more
than anything else,” she
said. “They are 100 percent
waterproof, they are pet-
proof, and a lot have lifetime
warranties.”

Sometimes wooden floors
are chosen. Most are in oak.

Faye has a deep knowledge
and experience of her work.
She is the manager, design-
er, and interior decorator
at Stewart’s Tile, which
has been in business for
53 years, once at Mathews
Court House on Main Street,
now located at 10571 Buckley
Hall Road.

Her decorating experience
started 38 years ago when
she joined the company.
Back then, all the trends
pointed toward harvest gold
and avocado green decora-
tions, and pink bathrooms.
She noted that carpets “have
changed so much. A lot of
them have 25-year warran-

are used in the manufactur-
ing.

Faye’s practical experi-
ence goes back a little lon-
ger. She and her husband
Roy built their own home
at Moon, constructed from
the ground up, working on
weekends and after their
day jobs, using help only
when experts were required.
They started in 1978 and
moved there two years lat-
er. “We built what we could
afford and put good quality
products in it,” Faye said,
“so that they would last.”

| Catch up on the news
and read the

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

| 804-693-3101

ties” and fewer chemicals
804-693-9435
TIMOTHY MOORE fsi_tim@yahoo.com

804-695-4802 cell

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1996

P.O. Box 314
9306 Buckley Hall Rd.
Mathews, VA 23109

Mathews
Lawn & Garden, Inc.

Cub Cadel
HHusqvarna

Ricky Tomlinson
Hardwood Mulch « Propane ¢ Non-Ethanol Gas

E-mail: mathewslawn@live.com

804-725-5555
Fax 804-725-0905
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Bethany Bazaar sells
upcycled items to
support nonprofits

BY MELANY SLAUGHTER

“We try to repurpose as
much as we can.”

Fueled by coffee and cook-
ies, a dedicated group of vol-
unteers at Bethany United
Methodist Church, Hayes,
meets every Thursday
morning to make old items
new again, through a pro-
cess called upcycling, to sell
at the annual church bazaar
held the second Saturday in
November.

The church then donates
the earnings from the bazaar
to local nonprofit groups. A

total of $14,000 was donated
from last year’s bazaar earn-
ings.

“It’s pretty impressive,”
said church member Judy
Burner. Several years ago,
the church raised and donat-
ed $22,000.

By taking a peek inside the
church bazaar workshop,
outsiders can see volunteers
making domino necklac-
es, restoring doll furniture,
fluffing artificial Christmas
tree branches for wreaths,
and even ironing decorative

SEE UPCYCLING, PAGE 28C
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MELANY SLAUGHTER / GAZETTE-JOURNAL
Volunteers at Bethany United Methodist Church meet every Thursday morning to make old items new again, a process called “upcycling,” to
sell at the annual church bazaar held the second Saturday in November. Judy Burner is shown here ironing a napkin on a candle to make the

piece more decorative.
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Fiddler’s Crossing

Exterior Maintenance-Free Luxury Condominiums
Easy Ling with Small Town Couniry Charm!

* Quality Construction with [-2 Bedrooms

+ Standards include Granite Counters in Kitchen and Baths, SS Appliances,
Luxary Vinyl Flooring, 9 ft. Ceilings, Covered Patio and more

* Amenities include Spacious Clubhouse with Pool and Fitniess Room
* Located on Fiddler’s Green Road across from Food Lion, Gloucester Court House

SALES OFFICE LOCATED AT:

B\ 7397 Sinclair Way, Gloucester, VA 23061
) 2 N —_—

N

Vaes© Contact:
JoElle Harvey, Realtor®

For Additional Information/Appointment

Patsy Hall Realty, Inc.
804-694-7557
www.jharveyrealtor@gmail.com

www.patsyhallrealty.com

Marketed By: Construction By:

www.fiddlerscrossingva.com
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UPCYCLING: Church volun-
teers make old things new

MELANY SLAUGHTER / GAZETTE-JOURNAL
Gwen Wesson is upcycling an old Christmas stocking.

STEWART’S TILE & CARPET, LLC

See us for all your flooring and carpet needs!

We are the professionals that can help you!

Cabinets * Countertops
Mon.-Fri. 9-5 ¢ Sat. by appt. * 10571 Buckley Hall Road, Mathews ° 804-725-5728

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 27¢)

napkins onto bare candles.

“A lot of our church mem-
bers donate stuff,” said
Burner, about not only fin-
ished projects, but also sup-
plies to make new items.

Making pieces for each
year’s bazaar begins the first
Thursday of January and
lasts through October.

“We just work together
and have fun,” said Burner.

The church relies on dona-
tions and craft sales to make
their new items. “Supplies
are so expensive now,” said
Burner.

At the end of each holi-
day season, Burner likes to

SEE UPCYCLING, PAGE 29C

Spring Startups

Winterization

Backflow Certifications & Modifications

14296 John Clayton Mem. Hwy.
North, VA 23128
www.aprilshowersinc. com
aprilshowersinc@gmail.com

757-875-0105
W6 Wearehereforallyour @& @
7 Real Estate Needs! )
L i
Leanne Hester Randi Snyder Elissa Sage
Realtor® Realtor® Realtor®
804-694-7427 757-593-5477 804-832-4720
11801 Canon Boulevard, Suite 100, Newport News, VA 23606
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