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Historic Garden Week
Historic Garden Week is upon us again, happening Saturday  in Gloucester and Mathews. Included inside this section is everything you need to know and more about this weekend can be found inside. Pictured, clockwise from left, is the Leigh House, Glen Roy, Ware Episcopal 
Church, daffodils from Brent and Becky’s Bulbs, Nuttall’s Store and Singleton United Methodist Church. 

LINDA TJOSSEM / GARDEN CLUB OF GLOUCESTER JOHN MILNER PHOTO

SANDY GEIGER / GARDEN CLUB OF GLOUCESTER

EMILY BOHANNON / GAZETTE-JOURNAL  EMILY BOHANNON / GAZETTE-JOURNAL  

BECKY MEEKER / GARDEN CLUB OF GLOUCESTER



2C  GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL 	                                                                                                                                                                                                                          THURSDAY APRIL 13, 2023

GARDEN CLUB OF 
GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS TOUR                                                                                                                                             
           Saturday, April 15, 2023                                                                                                                                             

Morning 
Tickets 10 a.m.-1:30 p.m.                                                                                                                                             

    Afternoon tickets 1:30-5 p.m.                                                                                                                                          
Shuttles-only tour

Historic Garden Week in 
Virginia is one of the larg-
est open houses in the 
country and a much-cher-
ished event. This year, 
the Gloucester tour, host-
ed by the Garden Club of 
Gloucester and Mathews, 
will showcase four fabulous 
properties in Ware Neck. As 
many know, Ware Neck is 
a narrow body of land bor-
dered on one side by the 
Ware River and the other 
by the North River mak-
ing it particularly scenic. 
By the eighteenth century, 
Gloucester was one of the 
wealthiest counties in the 
state and Ware Neck was 
one of its centerpieces.

However, unlike most 
communities in the South 
that came back slowly af-
ter the American Civil War, 
Gloucester rapidly recov-
ered during reconstruction 
thanks in part to the steam-
ship lines that ran between 
West Point, Norfolk, and 
Baltimore. Residents clus-
tered in small communi-
ties along the banks of the 
county’s innumerable wa-
terways to profit not only 
from the steamship trade 
but from the Chesapeake 
Bay’s bountiful waters, as 
well. Visitors will enjoy this 
tour showcasing a close-
knit community with a his-
toric general store and post 
office built in 1877, whose 
early success was due to 
ties with the steamships 
who unloaded not a half-
mile from the store. 

Three private homes in 
this quaint community 
with unique and varied ar-
chitecture and spectacular 
river views are included: 
Glen Roy, an Antebellum 
mansion and one of the 
most elegant historic prop-
erties in Gloucester; The 
Lighthouse, an eight-sid-
ed, red-roofed home in the 
style of a Chesapeake Bay 
lighthouse; and The Leigh 
House, a more contempo-
rary open and airy home 
with sweeping views of the 
Mobjack. Also included are 
the seven beautiful acres of 
expansive gardens at Belle 

Terre, as well as Ware Epis-
copal Church and Singleton 
United Methodist Church.

The tour includes ad-
mission to the following 
homes, elaborate garden, 
and churches in Ware Neck.

Glen Roy Plantation
With  sweeping lawns 

down to the Ware River, 
Glen Roy is one of the most 
elegant historic properties 
in Gloucester. The river cir-
cles the property with 500 
feet of waterfront making it 
a peninsula and an unusual-
ly picturesque site. 

The large Georgian Reviv-
al manor, built in 1854, has 
a characteristic four-over-
four plan with a three-sec-
tion center hall and a cen-
tral staircase that winds 
three floors up to a sky-
lit cupola with a widow’s 
walk. The interior retains 
much of its historic char-
acter and Greek Revival 
detailing including original 
windows, floors, and inte-
rior woodwork. The home 
has 13 rooms, 12 fireplac-
es, 40 over-sized windows 
which have been carefully 
restored, and breathtaking 
15-foot ceilings. Story has 
it that the extraordinarily 
high ceilings were a result 
of the original owner’s wife 
who suffered from asthma 
and thought the extra space 
would give the bad spirits 
room to rise above her.

Along the riverside west 
elevation, the hall, family 
room, and original lady’s 
parlor are open to the 60-
foot glass conservatory 
overlooking the Ware River. 
In 1854, however, when the 
home was built, the river-
side would have been the 
main entry to the estate 
seeing as the waterways 
were the primary routes of 
transportation, and the con-
servatory would have been 
a grand receiving porch. A 
social guest would have ar-
rived by boat and would be 
greeted by the owners on 
the porch to enjoy festivi-
ties on the front lawn. On 
the other hand, the room 
off the original back of the 
house would have served 
as the owner’s farm office, 
so business visitors need 
not come all the way into 
the home.

There are 10 additional de-
pendency buildings includ-
ing numerous barns and 

Welcome to Historic 
Garden Week 2023

sheds scattered throughout 
the nearly 60-acre property, 
The oldest, dating to the 
late 1700s, is a single-story, 
one-room schoolhouse with 
an east gable entrance and 
oyster shell mortar. This 
original structure is now a 
charming library and day-
room. Additionally, there is 
a two-story carriage house 
that dates to the 1800s 
which was later converted 
into a guest house. 

The area surrounding 
the home features two ar-
chaeological sites and 16 
outbuildings, making it a 
relatively intact plantation 
complex and providing a 
nearly complete picture of 
early life in the County.

Sherri and John Milner, 
owners

A bit more Glen Roy his-
tory:

The current home at 
Glen Roy certainly wasn’t 
the first homestead to oc-
cupy the sprawling prop-
erty. It was patented by a 
600-acre land grant from 
King Charles I in 1642. This 
very large estate came to 
be known as the “the ulti-
mate Virginia river country 
home.”

Much of Ware Neck was 
part of the Glen Roy plan-
tation from the 17th to 19th 
centuries. Like most early 
plantations in Virginia, Glen 
Roy’s expansive acreage 
was dedicated to tobacco 
farming. Glen Roy’s land 
went through many owners 
in the early years of Glouces-
ter but took the name “Glen 
Roy” from owners John B. 
Roy and his wife Mary, who 
purchased  it in 1832.  Wil-
liam Patterson Smith, son 
of the Reverend Armistead 
Smith, purchased  the 910-
acre plantation in 1837 
and built the current man-
or house in 1854, after the 
original  house burned in 
1850.

In April of 1863, Glen Roy 
was the site of a Civil War 
skirmish. Two hundred 
Union soldiers and the Yan-
kee gunboats Commodore 
Morris  and Delaware  engaged 
Confederate militia over the 
estimated 20,000 bushels 
of wheat and corn at Glen 
Roy. Union troops then oc-
cupied the house, using 
the widow’s walk to spy 
on Confederate soldiers’ 
movements. The brief en-
counter led to the burn-
ing of not only Glen Roy’s 
barns, but also of almost 
every large barn and mill in 
Gloucester County over the 
next several weeks. This be-
came known as The Battle 
of Glen Roy.

Excerpted from a Daily 
Press article, “Ware Neck 
Landmark: A Barnful of 
Memories,” January 2007 
about Dorothy Parker, 
Gloucester resident.  

Now 87, Parker owns the 
Gloucester land where she 
grew up, including a barn 
that might be centuries old. 
The Middle Peninsula has 
its fair share of historical 
landmarks and buildings, 
and the Ware Neck area of 
Gloucester County is no ex-
ception.

One beloved landmark is 
an old tobacco barn that 
has stood for nearly three 
decades (editor’s note – 
this must be a typo – proba-
bly should have been three 
centuries) on property 
owned by Dorothy Parker 
and her nephew, David Cle-
ments. This barn has been 
photographed and painted 
numerous times by local 
artists.  

“I have many wonderful 
childhood memories of the 
barn and the surrounding 
farmlands,” said Parker.

Much of Ware Neck was 
part of the Glen Roy plan-
tation from the 17th to 19th 
centuries. Like early planta-
tions in Virginia, Glen Roy’s 
expansive acreage was ded-
icated to tobacco farming. 
According to Parker, the 
Smiths owned Glen Roy 
during the Civil War. The 
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Ware Neck is a unique community that is special to Gloucester. One fixture of Ware Neck is Nuttall’s Store, named after 
owner Rudolph “Rudy” Nuttall. 

A very special, unique 
community—Ware Neck

BY EMILY D. BOHANNON

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Virginia has so much to 
offer its citizens and its vis-
itors, with history and local 
color of land and sea; and 
the same can be said of our 
own Gloucester County, a 
very special part of which 
is Ware Neck, a small penin-
sula with water as a promi-
nent attraction.

The Ware and North riv-
ers adjoin each side of Ware 
Neck and at Ware Point the 
rivers meet the Chesapeake 
Bay. As Garden Week be-
gins once again in our state, 
this year the focus is first 
on Ware Neck on Saturday, 

April 15.
The three homes and the 

gardens that are on tour are 
all located in Ware Neck. Of 

course, though, there are 
a number of other places 

SEE WELCOME, PAGE 3C

SEE WARE NECK, PAGE 3C
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family had three children, 
two sons and a daugh-
ter. The little girl died at a 
young age, and the broth-
ers left Glen Roy to fight in 
the war. Upon their return, 
they soon realized that they 
could not maintain the farm 
and large plantation house, 
so they sold the mansion 
and surrounding acreage. 
They built themselves a 
smaller home near the to-
bacco barn.

“The 130 acres on which 
the brothers built their 
home was the original slave 
development for Glen Roy; 
the original plantation 
stretched from Flat Iron 
to Ware Neck Store,” said 
Parker. “After the war, the 
Smith brothers allocated 
8 acres of woodland on 
Glen Roy property for each 
of the plantation’s freed 
slaves.”

Parker’s father bought the 
land surrounding the Smith 
brothers’ newer home and 
the tobacco barn in 1922.

“At that time, one of the 
brothers died and the other 
moved to the old soldiers’ 
home,” she said. “They nev-
er married, because after 
the war neither had any-
thing to offer a wife.”

Parker, who was born at 
Airville in Gloucester, was 
three years old when her 
father bought the Smith 
property.

“At the time, there was a 
carriage house and a three-

horse stable by the barn; of 
course, those buildings are 
no longer there,” she said. 
“When my father bought 
the land in 1922, he learned 
that the tobacco barn was 
over 200 years old then.”

Parker has wonderful 
memories of playing in 
the barn and growing up 
around Glen Roy.

“A Dr. Yeager bought the 
plantation house as a week-
end home, but he gave my 
brothers, sisters and I free 
range of the place,” she 
said.

“We caught oysters on the 
riverbank, and we picked 
apples from the trees; we 
went around the shores 
picking wild asparagus as 
well; it was so delicious.”

Parker and her siblings 
also made the tobacco barn 
their playground. The high 
rafters, originally designed 
for hanging drying tobacco, 
became swing sets.

“Daddy grew wheat then 
and stored it in the barn—
few people in the area grew 
tobacco anymore,” she 
said. “We used to always 
play in Daddy’s wheat; he 
never caught us, though.”

Aside from swinging from 
the rafters, the children 
also enjoyed daring each 
other to jump out of the 
hayloft door. Parker reports 
that no one was seriously 
injured during any of these 
stunts.

The tobacco barn has 
stood through the Ash 
Wednesday storm of 1962 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2C) and hurricanes such as 
Hazel in 1954 and Isabel in 
2003. Some of the winds 
from the storm Ernesto in 
the fall of 2006 did some 
roof damage. Parker’s 
nephew, David Clements, is 
working to restore the barn.

“There was a photograph 
of the barn in the Daily 
Press in 1981, when it was 
still intact,” she said. “It 
has been going downhill a 
bit since then, but David is 
working on it, trying hard to 
keep it up while the design 
of it is still visible.”

Parker’s love for her fam-
ily farm was so great that 
she and her late husband, 
Derwood Parker, moved 
back to Gloucester after his 
military retirement rather 
than return to his Texas 
hometown.

“I have a lot of memories 
of that barn and the land 
around it,” she said. “It’s a 
landmark that’s really an 
important part of the com-
munity.”

The Leigh House
The Leigh home, situated 

on the North River side of 
Ware Neck very near Ware 
Point, is all about the view. 
Every room in the house 
has a sweeping vista of 
Mobjack Bay, and a porch 
outside the window to sit 
and take it in.  

Built in 2020, the home 
has a very open and airy 
feeling which is punctuated 
with appealing works of art, 
often with a nautical theme. 
A 12-foot antique Chinese 
tapestry dominates the 
dining room. In the nearby 
kitchen there is an arresting 
chandelier and very inter-
esting tilework on the back-
splash. Be sure to check out 
the New York baseball bat-
ter on the counter. The first-
floor master bedroom is ful-
ly handicap accessible. On 
the second-floor landing, 
there are a few Civil War 
relics on display. From the 
Leigh House you can see 
the house where scenes in 
Tom Cruise’s film “Minority 
Report” were shot.

A lap pool, putting green, 
dock and beautiful land-
scaping call you outside.  
There you will also find a 
barn (1993), a potting shed 
(1995), and a garage (1997). 
An original house on the 
property was built in the 
1920s, and the Leighs used 
its footprint to site the new 
house.  

Catherine and Timothy 
Leigh, owners

The Lighthouse
The Lighthouse was built 

in 2017 and was designed to 
“enhance the coastal expe-
rience while … offering pro-
tection from … the harshest 
of coastal weather.”  It fea-
tures a fully fiber-glassed, 
epoxy exterior for protec-

WELCOME
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Above, Chef Win Goodier at the swooped-in bar. Below is store manager Deanna Murphy. 

of interest associated with 
Ware Neck that home folks 
and visitors alike should 
seek out and enjoy. Some 
of these are highlighted be-
low. 

Brownie James Bartley 
grew up in Ware Neck. She 
reminisces, “It wasn’t until I 
had grown up, moved away, 
and then moved back that I 
fully realized what a sweet, 
sweet caring community I 
had grown up in. Ware Neck 
is an ideal little neighbor-
hood.” Brownie mentioned 
how a young girl of 11, rides 
her bike regularly “around 
the circle.” She said today 
there are so many activities 
to do on the water, water 
views from all directions, 
and being able to ride a bike 
around the neighborhood.

Brownie speaks of Ware 
Neck as being very social. 
There is the Ware River 
Yacht Club that has be-
come very popular. “It is a 
beautiful setting for lots of 

weddings, and the sailing 
program there has become 
vibrant and strong.” When 
asked about the famed Nut-
tall’s Store, Brownie said, 
“It has always been and is 
today a focal point of the 
community.”

There are two post offic-
es in the Ware Neck area: 
Schley (pronounced Schli) 
and Ware Neck.

Online information indi-
cates that the name Schley 
is of German origin, and 
there are similar names and 
spellings. Schley P.O. has a 
handicapped ramp and is 
open 24-7. There is a Schley 
Lane across the road, and 
there used to be a store 
affiliated with the post of-
fice, but that building is 
now used only for storage. 
Schley P.O. is more than 100 
years old. Ware Neck P.O. is 
the larger of the two. Both 
of these facilities continue 
to serve the community.

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2C)

WARE NECK

SEE WARE NECK, PAGE 4C

SEE WELCOME, PAGE 4C
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Shutters add a traditional elegance to any room
Contact Bay Window Wear for interior shutters today!

sales@baywindowwear.com
804-384-7917

Pools
Pool Houses

Cabanas
Outdoor Grilling Areas

804-725-1516
info@hunterscontracting.com

hunterscontracting.com
 

10880 General Puller Highway
Suite 9, Hartfield, VA 23071

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3C)

WELCOME
tion against the elements 

and a lookout room offering 
scenic views of the North 
River. The building is the 
eight-sided, red-roofed type 
of lighthouse prevalent 
on Chesapeake Bay, and 
stands on galvanized steel 
pilings so that rising water 
can sweep underneath and 
wash back out to sea. The 
wrap-around-windowed liv-
ing room has a feeling of 
wide-open spaces and over-
looks 400 feet of frontage on 
the North River and Mobja-
ck Bay. Don’t miss the large 
inlaid compass rose in the 
floor of the living room.  

The house is full of art-
work featuring sailboats, 
fish and fanciful critters as 

well as a pair of sculptured 
butlers standing by to 
serve. A four-stop elevator 
through the center of the 
house goes from the ground 
level all the way to the look-
out room 40 feet above the 
ground (the two-person el-
evator will not be available 
for tour day). On the top 
level there is a wrap-around 
deck affording 360-degree 
views.

Please note this prop-
erty involves steps, has 
stairs-only entry to the first 
and second floor, and is not 
accessible to those with 
disabilities.

Paul W. Howle III, owner
The Gardens at Belle Terre

The Gardens at Belle 
Terre are made up of about 
seven magnificent acres on 

Belle Ville Creek. The gra-
ciously landscaped green-
sward is dotted with special 
areas such as “Lily of the 
Valley Way” and the “Wood-
land Walk.” 

Owner Sue Perrin, with an 
advanced certificate from 
the New York Botanical Gar-
den, is interested in form 
and texture, and it shows 
in the massing of plants in 
groves and shrub borders. 
Maps will be provided that 
show the visitor a route 
through the garden, and 
docents will be scattered 
throughout. In the pool 
area, don’t miss the sculp-
ture, “Frog Baby” by Edith 
Parsons. The original of this 
work is in the Brook Green 

The deli counter at Nuttall’s Store has a wide variety of lunch options. Below, is a seating area at the store.  

WARE NECK
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3C)

Nuttall’s Store
As its website states, 

“Nuttall Store serves as the 
social center of Ware Neck.” 
It houses Ware Neck Post 
Office, a grocery with many 
specialty products, a chef’s 
kitchen complete with its 
own chef wherein deli sand-
wiches (hot if preferred at 
its very busy lunch time 
and cold sandwiches any-
time), as well as takeout 
meals, meats cut to order 
onsite, wines and wine 
tastings, and souvenirs all 
abound.

Before one enters the 
store, the look of the past 
is evident. Signage over the 

front door and old, rusting 
mail boxes no longer in use 
invite the visitor to enter a 
unique part of Gloucester 
and Ware Neck. The store 
was originally named the 
“Arthur Tabb Store” for 
its first owner (1877). Oth-
er owners have included 
brothers Richard and H.E. 
Taliaferro who added the 
post office in the mid-1880s, 
which was called Ware 
Neck P.O. They also add-
ed the two wings and liv-
ing quarters onto the back 
of the two-story building 
in the 1890s. In the early 
days of this important rural 
store, Hockley’s Wharf was 
nearby which made it con-
venient as steamships trav-

eled up/down the river to 
Norfolk and Baltimore with 
supplies which often were 
essential for farming and 
for living in a small commu-
nity. People in that time had 
to walk, ride on horseback, 
or more often take a boat 
to wherever they needed to 
go. In the devastating Au-
gust 1933 storm, Hockley’s 
Wharf was destroyed, and 
thus began the onset of oth-
er modes of transportation. 
Cars came on scene.

Enter Rudy Nuttall, a man 
who grew up in Ware Neck, 
served in WWII, then re-
turned home and bought 
the store that was renamed 
for him. E.R. “Rudy” Nuttall 
was lovingly identified as 
“Honorary Mayor of Ware 
Neck,” which is on the sign/
marker outside the store by 
the roadside. It is a wonder-
ful memorial to Mr. Nuttall’s 
guidance and genuine car-
ing for this little commu-
nity. The marker notes his 
good humor, his advice on 
gardening and fishing, as 
well as his leadership in the 
community and his atten-
tion to customer needs. His 

SEE WARE NECK, PAGE 5C

SEE WELCOME, PAGE 5C
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Above is the  barn at Glen Roy . In two bottom photos are Leigh House. 
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Gardens on Pawleys Is-
land, South Carolina.  From 
the dog cemetery on the 
point, visitors will get a 
view of the North River. 

Refreshments will be 
served in the gardens be-
tween 2 and 4 p.m.

Susan and William K. Per-
rin, owners

Ware Episcopal Church, 
Headquarters, 7825 John 
Clayton Memorial Highway, 
Gloucester.                    

Ware Parish was original-
ly founded about 1652 at 
another location; the cur-
rent building dates from 
about 1718 and was placed 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1973. It 
is one of Gloucester’s four 
original parishes and one of 
Virginia’s earliest churches. 
Of the school of Sir Chris-
topher Wren, the church is 
oriented to the sun instead 
of the more typical four 
points of the compass. 

The walls of Flemish bond 
with glazed headers are 
three feet thick. The pres-
ent pews date from 1854, 
the electric lights from 1926 
and it holds about 180 peo-
ple. Much Gloucester his-
tory has occurred at the 
church and there have been 
about 1,000 burials since 
the first in 1723. The graves 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4C)

WELCOME
dow above the pulpit, and 
a new chancel rail. Chimes 
were added in 1965. In 1971 
the Educational Building 
was begun and completed 
in 1972. 

In 1975, Singleton held a 
special 100th anniversary 
celebration and opened 
the 1875 cornerstone. Only 
four coins had survived 
while all other contents of 
the original metal box had 
disintegrated. These coins 
were added to other me-
mentos of the current day 
and placed in a glass tube 
sealed within a copper box 
to be replaced in the cor-
nerstone. The cornerstone 
was reset with the hope it 
will be reopened in the year 
2075.

Descendants of the Sin-
gleton family are buried on 
the west side of the present 
chapel. In the cemetery you 
will find graves of veterans 
from the Civil War through 
the World War II. There 
are many gravestones and 
monuments with many in-
teresting epitaphs.

Tour details
Headquarters will be at 

Ware Episcopal Church, 
7825 John Clayton Memori-
al Highway, Gloucester, Va. 
23061

Tickets are available for 
either a morning or after-
noon tour.  Tickets are $50 
and available here: Pur-
chase Tickets. Tickets will 
not be sold at headquar-
ters or at individual homes.  

of Gen. William Booth Tali-
aferro and other Confeder-
ate soldiers occupy an his-
toric cemetery. Today, this 
ancient burying place is a 
leafy haven imbued with 
beauty and serenity. Do-
cent-led tours of the church 
and a brochure of historic 
trees on the grounds will be 
available on tour day. 

A free musical concert, 
performed by musicians, 
“Strings & Things,” will be 
presented from 1 to 2 p.m. 
in the sanctuary. Info: 804-
693-3821 or warechurch.
org.

Singleton United Method-
ist Church, 5869 Ware Neck 
Road, Gloucester, Va. 23061. 
Singleton is a classic, beau-
tiful white church typical 
of the late 1800s. On July 
14, 1875, the cornerstone 
for the present building 
was laid and sometime lat-
er a steeple and vestibule 
were added and the doors 
changed. 

In 1933, the church was 
given another church build-
ing in town. This structure 
was taken down and the 
materials were used to con-
struct a church school an-
nex “for the growing congre-
gation at Singleton.” which 
was completed in 1949. In 
1954, the sanctuary was re-
modeled with stained-glass 
windows, a memorial win-

LINDA TJOSSEM / GARDEN CLUB OF GLOUCESTER

One of the more unique properties on this year’s tour is the Lighthouse. Built in 2017, it was designed to “enhance the coastal experience 
while … offering protection from … the harshest of coastal weather.”

WARE NECK

family and friends chose 
to honor him as a longtime 
mentor to many. Lasting 56 
years, his “reign” began in 
1946 continuing until his 
2002 retirement.

People come into the 
store from everywhere—
and often they ask, “What 
is the name of this place?” 
Is it Nuttall Store, Nuttall’s 
Country Store, Ware Neck 
Store, etc. Some folks even 
today who knew him just 
call it “Rudy’s.”

Deanna Murphy has 
worked at the store for 13 
years, and as store man-
ager who oversees all on 

a day-to-day basis, said, 
“Most any name is fine. We 
all chuckle at the various 
names we hear. And they all 
fit, especially since the P.O. 
has kept all going through 
the years.”

She seems a truly happy, 
vivacious lady whose job is 
fun for her. During the pan-
demic, she said, “We nev-
er closed! We kept it open 
even when other small 
stores closed their doors.” 
Deanna is proud of this on-
going piece of Ware Neck 
history and applauds those 
who have helped keep it go-
ing through the years.

Folks know about Nut-
tall’s now especially due to 

the internet. Chef Winslow 
Goodier (or as he is fond-
ly called Chef Win) says, 
“People from Richmond, 
Williamsburg, and all over 
seek us out, and even some 
folks from Warrenton came 
for a day trip to the store.” 
Chef Win has many duties. 
With his exceptional cook-
ing expertise and stocking 
the store with the freshest 
and best products from the 
abundant seafood avail-
able locally, from individual 
farms producing beef, pork, 
and lamb, he also manag-
es the store’s social media 
accounts—Facebook and 
Instagram. In checking his 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4C)

SEE WARE NECK, PAGE 6C
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A free lending library (top photo), com-
plete with comfy chairs for reading, is 
available to the community at Nuttall’s 
Store.  For those wondering exactly where 
they are, this sign gives the latitude and 
longitude for Ware Neck.

SEE WELCOME, PAGE 6C
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Nancy R Pannell
Nancy R Pannell Real Estate

Principal Broker
Over 4433 Years’ 
Experience 
Working for 

You

CELL: 804-824-4038
Email: npannell105@gmail.com

WELCOME
Day-of-tour tickets will 

also be available online for 
$60.

This is a shuttle-only tour.
Glen Roy Plantation shut-

tles begin and end at Brent 
and Becky’s Bulbs, 7900 
Daffodil Lane, Gloucester. 
Glen Roy is located within 
five minutes of the parking 
lot via shuttle. 

The Lighthouse, the Leigh 
House, and the Gardens at 
Belle Terre shuttles begin 
and end at the Ware River 
Yacht Club, 5992 Ware Point 
Road, Ware Neck parking 
lot. The properties are lo-
cated within five minutes of 
each other from the parking 
lot. Last pick-up from shut-
tle lot is 4 p.m. 

Lunch options
Nuttall’s Country Store is 

offering a box lunch that 
must be preordered and 

prepaid in advance for 
$18. Pre-order by contact-
ing 804-693-3067 or nuttall-
store@gmail.com by Friday, 
April 7. Box lunches avail-
able for pick-up between 
11 a.m. and 2 p.m. at Ware 
River Yacht Club.

The Chesapeake Bay 
Room at Brent and Becky’s 
Bulbs will be available for 
guests eating on the prem-
ise for a picnic lunch.

Singleton United Method-
ist Church has an outdoor 
pavilion for guests eating a 
picnic lunch.

Ware River Yacht Club 
has picnic tables outdoors 
and indoor for guests eat-
ing boxed lunches or picnic 
lunches.

Complimentary refresh-
ments will be served from 2 
to 4 p.m. at the Gardens at 
Belle Terre.

Special activities     
Ware Episcopal Church, 

7825 John Clayton Memori-
al Highway, Gloucester

A Musical Concert will 
be performed by Strings & 
Things from 1 to 2 p.m. in 
the sanctuary of Ware Epis-
copal Church. Music will 
include classical and pop-
ular selections inspired by 
the beauty of flowers and 
gardens. Strings & Things is 
a network of professionally 
trained musicians in the ru-
ral, coastal Virginia area.  

Docents will be available 
for tours of Ware Episcopal 
Church throughout the day. 
A map of historic trees on 
the grounds will be avail-
able. 

Master Gardeners of 
Gloucester will be available 
for guided tours of Brent 
and Becky’s Bulbs, Chesa-
peake Bay-friendly gardens 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 7900 
Daffodil Lane, Gloucester, 
804-693-3966 or brentand-
beckysbulbs.com.

Dan Lonergan, Arborist 
from Bartlett Tree Experts, 
will be available at the Gar-
dens at Belle Terre from 
10:30 to 2 p.m. Free tree 
seedlings will be distribut-
ed.     

For more information, 
please visit Gloucester Tour 
or email Leslie Belvin, Tour 
Chairman, at gloucester@
vagardenweek.org.

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5C)

SANDY GEIGER / GARDEN CLUB OF GLOUCESTER

WARE NECK
“followers” for the store, 

he saw 6,300, up from last 
month’s 6,000, he noted. 
He checks twice daily as he 
updates his menu, shares 
tidbits about the store, 
sometimes simply taking 
pictures. Chef Win spoke 
humbly but sincerely about 
the work which he loves. 
He told of obtaining all 
products mainly in the ar-
eas in/around Virginia, with 
some coming from North 
Carolina, West Virginia and 
Maryland. Their sea salt is 
from Eastern Shore where 
Chef used to live and local 
Mobjack Bay coffee is sold 
and brewed by the cup in 
store. Woodson’s Mill is the 
last mill in Virginia that still 
has the old-fashioned wa-
ter wheel turning to grind 
the corn meal which is on 
shelves at Nuttall’s. A High-
land County farm is now 

EMILY BOHANNON / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Chef Winslow “Win” Goodier has added his 
culinary flair to Nuttall’s Store.

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5C)

SEE WARE NECK, PAGE 7C

BECKY MEEKER / GARDEN CLUB OF GLOUCESTER

Both Ware Episcopal Church ( left) and Singleton United Methodist Church (right) will open their doors to visitors during Garden Week.
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Over 5,000
Pieces of Poly Furniture in Stock!
25,000 sq. ft. of poly 
furniture on display.

BEST QUALITY!BESTSELECTION!BESTPRICES!

• Over 25 colors
• Variety of styles
• Chairs, tables, 
loungers, gliders and 
more.

Our huge warehouse 
inventory allows you to 
see, buy, and enjoy all 
in the same day. Please 
check us out before you 
buy elsewhere.

DAVID MILLER
owner

11773 Harcum Rd., 
Gloucester, Virginia 23061

Cell: 804-694-7438

Welcome to ‘Ware We Live’                                                                                                  
Come explore, enjoy, and 

experience the Historic Garden Tour
BY LESLIE BELVIN, 2023 TOUR CHAIR AND

MARGARET SINGLETON, 2023 CO-CHAIR

“A Light Exists in Spring,” 
a poem by Emily Dickin-
son, appropriately suggests 
spring is the most beautiful 
of the four seasons, with 
its new life, warmer weath-
er, and flowers and trees 
coming into leaf. What bet-
ter way to see spring in all 
its splendor than Virginia’s 
world-famous Historic Gar-
den tour? This year’s gar-
den tour lets you explore, 
enjoy, and experience 
spring’s finest gardens and 
flowers, right here in our 
hometown of Gloucester, 
Virginia.  The 2023 Histor-
ic Garden tour will truly 
showcase “The land of the 
life worth living” by open-
ing three beautiful homes, 
one expansive garden, and 
two historic churches to 
see what surprises spring 
offers those who seek.

Tour Chair Leslie Belvin, 
and Co-Chair Margaret Sin-
gleton of the Garden Club 
of Gloucester and Mathews, 
welcome you to our 2023 
Historic Garden tour! Since 
1929, the Garden Club of 
Virginia, of which the Gar-
den Club of Gloucester and 
Mathews is a member club, 
has hosted weeklong gar-
den tours across the state 
of Virginia (only missing a 
few years during WWII and 
the recent pandemic). This 
year we celebrate the 90th 
anniversary with a magnif-
icent tour called “Ware We 
Live.”

 This special anniversary 
tour, to be held on Satur-
day, April 15, from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., has become a 
tradition for visitors trav-
eling to Virginia from out-
of-state and even from oth-
er countries! Tour visitors 
from near and far will enjoy 
beautiful homes and gar-
dens and experience Vir-
ginia’s rich history, culture, 
and scenic waterfronts and 
landscapes. On our 90th an-
niversary, we celebrate all 
those who have invested 
time, talent, and treasure 

to make our lives so rich in 
beauty.

The 2023 tour, “Ware We 
Live,” will highlight proper-
ties in the Ware Neck area 
of Gloucester, a narrow 
body of land bordered on 
one side by the Ware Riv-
er and on the other side 
by the North River making 
it particularly scenic. Glen 
Roy, an antebellum man-
sion, is one of the most el-
egant historic properties in 
Gloucester. The Lighthouse 
is an eight-sided, red-roofed 
home which replicates 
the unique architecture of 
a Chesapeake Bay light-
house. The Leigh House, a 
more contemporary, open 
and airy home, has sweep-
ing views of the Mobjack 
Bay. The Gardens of Belle 
Terre span seven beautiful 
acres and will have Mas-
ter Gardeners and docents 
available for visitors with 
questions about garden 
design and plant material. 

In addition, there will be 
docents available for tours 
of two historic churches, 
Ware Episcopal Church 
(tour headquarters) and 
Singleton United Methodist 
Church. All properties will 
be adorned with amazing 
floral arrangements created 
by talented floral design-
ers inspired by the unique 
character of each property 
and home. You won’t want 
to miss this tour!

Tickets to this year’s tour 
provide admission to three 
private homes, one expan-
sive seven-acre garden and 
two historic churches with 
unique and varied architec-
ture and spectacular river 
views in this quaint Ware 
Neck community. Tickets 
are sold ONLY online for 
morning or afternoon tours 
at VAGardenWeek.org. They 
are $50 online in advance 
and $60 online day of tour. 
Please be aware, NO TICK-
ETS will be sold at the head-
quarters, shuttle check-in 
locations, or featured tour 
properties this year.

Guidebooks and bro-
chures are currently avail-
able at local businesses and 
on tour day at tour head-
quarters, Ware Episcopal 
Church, and shuttle check-
in locations.

Ware Episcopal Church, 
Headquarters

Ware Parish was original-

Margaret Singleton, left, is co-chair of this year’s Garden Tour, serving with chair Leslie 
Belvin.

WARE NECK
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6C)

SEE GARDEN TOUR, PAGE 8C

SEE WARE NECK, PAGE 8C

providing all the lamb for 
the store. Chef said crab-
bing and fishing supplies 
are available, and Nuttall’s 
is still an official weigh sta-
tion where fishermen can 
weigh and record their 
catches.

This little country store 
is fortunate to have the re-
markable Chef Win who has 
earned multiple degrees/
distinctions. On his white 
chef’s attire is his name 
with CEC (Certified Exec-
utive Chef—29 years) and 
AAC (American Academy of 
Chefs, a 28-year honor). He 
had 30+ years’ experience 
in the culinary field when 
he began at Nuttall’s.

Previously Chef Win 
worked at the Tobacco 
Company (Richmond), the 
Chamberlin Hotel (Hamp-
ton), and Colonial Williams-
burg. His wife is a federal 
contractor who owns her 
own company, Ware River 
Consulting, a Native Amer-
ican female-owned small 
business. She has an office 
upstairs in the building. 
The couple has lived in 
Ware Neck eight years and 
have worked at Nuttall’s 
four years in June. Before 
that Chef Win declared that 

his parents owned Roaring 
Springs, thus the Glouces-
ter connection. Chef said 
they both love it here.

Chef and Deanna both re-
alized the small kitchen in 

the store really needed ex-
pansion, so in 2019 a chef’s 
kitchen and deli were add-
ed. Then came Chef Win.

Brent and Becky’s Bulbs, located at 7900 Daffodil Lane, is a fixture of Ware Neck with a goal of leaving the planet in a better place.

Brent and Becky’s Bulbs: 
Leaving the earth better than 

they found it
BY EMILY D. BOHANNON

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Certainly, a highlight of 
Garden Week in Gloucester 
is the now world-famous 
“Brent and Becky’s Bulbs” 
at 7900 Daffodil Lane. This 
28-acre property is locat-
ed just off Route 14 as one 
enters the Ware Neck area. 
Brent and Becky Heath are 
the largest bulb growers in 
the world … and they are 
right here in Gloucester 
County.

Brent Heath and his wife 
Becky graciously welcome 

visitors from everywhere. 
Brent has traveled the 
world but especially ap-
preciates Holland with its 
myriad of bulbs and New 
Zealand with its exception-
ally diverse climate, grow-
ing seasons and beauty.

“Everybody recognizes 
Brent, in airports, or wher-
ever, but I am incognito; no 
one knows who I am, even 
when I’m with him,” Becky 
said. She prefers to stay at 
home and oversee the ship-
ping and day-to-day opera-
tions.

“It all began with Brent’s 
grandfather, a lover of 

daffodils, who moved to 
Gloucester to start his 
farm,” their website states. 
“Since then, the family busi-
ness has grown, evolved 
and now offers high quality 
bulbs of all kinds, including 
tropicals, perennials, an-
nuals, supplements, books 
and gifts. The Bulb Shoppe 
is the first stop visitors no-
tice with its welcome sign 
and flowers adorning the 
entrance. At this time of 
year, the daffodils are still 
blooming along with tulips, 
and many other beautiful 

EMILY BOHANNON / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Nuttall’s Store has a wide selection of wine for customers.

SEE BULBS, PAGE 8C
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www.williamsburgjewelers.com                                                                 757-206-1100
2023 Richmond Road, Suite E, Williamsburg, Virginia 23185

Next to Anna’s Brick Oven Pizza, and across from Red Lobster 
Monday thru Friday 10 am to 5 pm - Saturday 10 am to 2 pm

www.nicolebarr.com

Nicole Barr Hand-Enameled Daffodil Collection

Yellow Daffodil Wire Earrings, Sterling Silver
•Polished finish on back

•Rhodium Plated for easy care
•Item Number:  NW0439A

Yellow Daffodil Necklace, Sterling Silver
•Polished finish on back

•Adjustable 20 inch rolo chain
•Rhodium Plated for easy care

•Item Number:  NN0439A
Yellow Daffodil Bracelet Sterling Silver

•Double-sided enamel design
•Adjustable 7.5 to 8.25 inches
•Rhodium Plated for easy care

•Item Number:  NA0439A

Yellow Daffodil 
Wire Earrings, Sterling Silver

•Polished finish on back
•Rhodium Plated for easy care

•Item Number:  NW0439A

Yellow Daffodil 
Necklace, Sterling Silver
•Polished finish on back

•Adjustable 20 inch rolo chain
•Rhodium Plated for easy care

•Item Number:  NN0439A

Yellow Daffodil 
Bracelet Sterling Silver

•Double-sided enamel design
•Adjustable 7.5 to 8.25 inches
•Rhodium Plated for easy care

•Item Number:  NA0439A

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7C)

GARDEN TOUR
ly founded about 1652 at 
another location. The cur-
rent building dates from 
about 1718 and was placed 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1973. It 
is one of Gloucester’s four 
original parishes and one of 
Virginia’s earliest churches. 
Of the school of Sir Chris-
topher Wren, the church is 
oriented to the sun instead 
of the more typical four 
points of the compass. 

The walls of Flemish bond 
with glazed headers are 
three feet thick. The pres-
ent pews date from 1854, 
the electric lights from 
1926 and it holds about 
180 people. Much Glouces-
ter history has occurred at 
the church and there have 
been about 1,000 burials 
since the first in 1723. The 
graves of General William 
Booth Taliaferro and other 
Confederate soldiers oc-
cupy an historic cemetery. 
Today, this ancient burying 
place is a leafy haven im-
bued with beauty and se-
renity. Docent-led tours of 
the church and a brochure 
of historic trees on the 
grounds will be available on 
tour day. 

A free musical concert, 
performed by musicians, 
“Strings & Things,” will be 
presented from 1-2 p.m. in 
the sanctuary.

Singleton United Methodist 
Church

Singleton is a classic, 
beautiful church typical 
of the late 1800s. On July 
14, 1875, the cornerstone 
for the present building 

was laid and sometime lat-
er a steeple and vestibule 
were added, and the doors 
changed. 

In 1933, the church was 
given another church build-
ing in town. This structure 
was taken down and the 
materials were used to con-
struct a church school an-
nex “for the growing congre-
gation at Singleton” which 
was completed in 1949. In 
1954, the sanctuary was re-
modeled with stained-glass 
windows, a memorial win-
dow above the pulpit, and 
a new chancel rail. Chimes 
were added in 1965. In 1971 
the Educational Building 
was begun and completed 
in 1972.

In 1975, Singleton held a 
special 100th anniversary 
celebration and opened 
the 1875 cornerstone. Only 
four coins had survived 
while all other contents of 
the original metal box had 
disintegrated. These coins 
were added to other me-
mentos of the current day 
and placed in a glass tube 
sealed within a copper box 
to be replaced in the cor-
nerstone. The cornerstone 
was reset with the hope it 
will be reopened in the year 
2075.

Descendants of the Sin-
gleton family are buried on 
the west side of the present 
chapel. In the cemetery you 
will find graves of veterans 
from the Civil War through 
World War II and many 
gravestones and monu-
ments with interesting epi-
taphs.

A Special Thank-You to our 
  Sponsors and Advertisers

We would like to extend 
a special thank you to our 
hospitable homeowners 
and our generous sponsors 
and advertisers, without 
whom the tour would not 
be possible.                                                                                 

Homeowners: Sherri and 
John Milner, Paul W. Howle 
III, Catherine and Timothy 
Leigh, Susan and William 
K. Perrin. Our Platinum 
Sponsor: Chesapeake Bank;                                                                                                                                            
 Gold Sponsors: Derma-
tology Consultants of 
Gloucester, Olivia’s in 
the Village/Scoot’s BBQ, 
and Phillips Energy;                                                                                                                                          
  Silver Sponsors:  French’s 
Well Drilling, Gloucester 
County Chamber of Com-
merce, Nancy Dransfield of 
Landesign of Virginia, M&M 
Building Supply, Jeanne 
Hockaday of NextHome 
Coast to Country Real Es-
tate, Robert L. Thompson 
Painting, Southern Trade 
Realty, and Vashti’s Jewel-
ers.                                                        

Bronze Sponsors: Bay 
School Community Arts 
Center, Bobby’s Auto Ser-
vice Center, Dr. Joseph A. 
Lombard Jr., DDS, Good-
man’s Interiors & Antiques, 
Gunn’s Body Shop, Haley 
Real Estate, Hampton Inn 
Gloucester, Ken Houtz 
Chevrolet-Buick, Lulu 
Birds Kitchen, Moughons 
Ace Hardware, Rick’s Up-
holstery & Auto Trim, 
Roanes Antiques at the 
Cottage, Smith’s Florist 
& Gift Shoppe, Split Enz 
Salon, The Silver Box, 
and Up South Boutique.                                                                                                                                        

                         In-Kind: 
Steve Lanning of BlueWater 
Publishing and Paul Martin 
of Scotty Signs.       

 Guidebook Advertisers: 
Brent & Becky’s Bulbs, Gib-
sonSingleton Virginia Injury 
Attorneys, Gloucester Arts 
Festival, Gloucester Parks, 
Recreation & Tourism, 
Inn at Warner Hall, James-
towne Investments, Main 
Street Preservation Trust, 
Mathews County Visitors & 
Information Center, Nuttall 
Country Store, and River 
Organics.

As we celebrate our 90th 
anniversary of Historic 
Garden Week, supporters 
can rest assured that they 
are helping to make an im-
pact in the well-being of 
the state of Virginia and for 
our community. Proceeds 
from Historic Garden Week 
enable the Garden Club of 
Virginia to restore and pre-
serve more than 50 public 
gardens, landscapes, state 
parks and historic sites 
across our beautiful state 
of Virginia. A research fel-
lowship program for grad-
uate students in landscape 
architecture is also funded 
by the proceeds. 

Approximately 26,000 
visitors come from far and 
wide to visit Virginia and 
we hope that you will be 
among them to tour and en-
joy the beauty of “Ware We 
Live” on April 15!

For more tour details: VA-
GardenWeek.org

Or email: Leslie Belvin, 
Tour Chair, at gloucester@
vagardenweek.org

BULBS
plants. Many folks come to 
B&Bs including bulb suppli-
ers, garden writers, photog-
raphers, lecturers, consul-
tants, and educators. Eight 
(8+) acres are devoted to 
educational gardens where 
visitors can learn more 
about sustainable garden-
ing.”

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7C)
Brent bought the farm 

from his mother in 1972. 
In 1979, he met Becky and 
they soon married. They 
have now been married 44 
years. At first there were 
only three employees: 
Brent’s mom, Brent and 
Becky. Brent spoke of going 
to a nature camp as a child, 
then eventually becoming 
director of that camp as an 
adult. That was the begin-
ning of his love of flowers, 
especially daffodils.

Becky began to think 
of folks having daffodils 
and other flowers in their 
home gardens, not just in 
shows. They then naturally 
branched out into growing 
other flowers and bulbs. 
Becky said she’s the “en-
abler,” but in a good way. 
Brent agrees.

The two of them truly 
complement each other. 
Brent showed his two fists 
with his hands, as though 
in fighting mode. He said, 
“We can be like this.” Then 
he put his hands together 
with interlocking fingers as 
though praying together. 
Then he said, “But when 
we’re like this, we’re bet-
ter.” 

Brent gives tours, lec-
tures and loves people. He 
said he probably gets 1,000 
phone calls/messages on 
Facebook. He receives mul-
tiple calls on his cell phone 
with people asking ques-

tions, and he said he doesn’t 
mind. He loves talking to 
people and helping them 
with gardening questions. 
Recently he said folks were 
calling and asking if there 
would still be any daffodils 
left for the Daffodil Festival. 
He indicated, yes, as there 
were three different timings 
for daffodils. When one was 
waning, another would be 
coming along, and then a 
third. He and Becky also 
gave advice as to planting 
daylilies alongside daffo-
dils, so when the daffodils 
became scraggly-looking 
and brown, the daylilies 
would be forthcoming and 
hide the unsightly foliage 
of the dying daffodils. He 
verified that no one should 
cut down/mow the brown 
leaves of daffodils as they 
are getting the sustenance 
they need for next year’s 
growing season, so al-
though tempted, do not cut 
until all the foliage is really 
dead.

The team, led by Brent 
and Becky, are passionate 
about preserving the Ches-
apeake Bay, and they use 
these gardens to demon-

strate sustainable, chemi-
cal-free growing practices. 
Their mission is to create 
an educational foundation 
for school groups, Master 
Gardeners, and the public.

Brent said when he trav-
eled he did not want to 
stay in hotels but in homes 
where he could meet and 
get to know the people and 
see their gardening practic-
es, and what worked and 
what did not. He said, “I nev-
er plant a new plant exactly 
where an old one has died.” 
He checks the soil, water, 
the climate, all the things 
are conducive to growing 
a certain type of plant fea-
sible. Brent’s travels have 
taken him to every state in 
the U.S. except North Dako-
ta and Hawaii.

Brent said he is not so 
tech-savvy; Becky prints 
out his emails for him. How-
ever, with Becky’s son Jay 
and his wife Denise, they 
keep up-to-date on the in-
ternet. They take care of 
their website, online or-
ders, and have a delightful 
voicemail message when 

Heath own and operate Brent and Becky’s Bulbs. 

SEE BULBS, PAGE 9C

EMILY BOHANNON / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Old U.S. Postal Service boxes can be seen outside at Nuttall’s Store. 

WARE NECK
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7C)

Chef related how he had 
to relearn to cut meats the 
old-fashioned way with a 
rusted, greasy saw he found 
that had belonged to Rudy. 
He smiled as he spoke of 
cleaning it, then putting the 
old saw to use. He now uses 

that for all his meat cutting. 
He wanted to preserve this 
part of the past. 

When asked about surviv-
ing during the pandemic, 
Deanna said their customer 
base actually grew. Many 

SEE WARE NECK, PAGE 9C
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Nuttall’s Store’s sign that shows exactly what the business is all about. 

WARE NECK
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8C)

worked from home during 
that time, and folks came 
from the Washington, D.C. 
area and Maryland espe-
cially; and since they did 
not want to go into the larg-
er grocery stores to shop, 
they did all their shopping 
in the one store in Ware 
Neck.

Deanna also spoke of 
how two groups of Ware 
Neck locals formed two 
different boards to help 
the store survive. Friends 
of Ware Neck (FOWN) was 
established as a nonprofit 
which owns and supports 
the building and land. This 
group has also helped the 
store acquire its status on 
the National Register of His-
toric Places, and there is a 

Board of Directors which 
also was established to 
help keep the store viable. 

Deanna had asked folks, 
“How are we going to keep 
this place going? Can it sur-
vive?” So, when the store 
needed renovation and peo-
ple in the community did 
not want to see it close as 
others had, they pitched in 
and volunteered their time. 
She said they did not want 
recognition for themselves; 
they just wanted to help the 
store continue. Thus, the 
two boards were formed. 

Basic needs were as-
sessed and a new septic 
system installed. Two new 
bathrooms were added 
and renovations complet-
ed with antique furniture 
and memorabilia from days 

gone by. The rooms teem 
with old tins and other 
knick-knacks. An unusual-
ly large antique bar that 
“swoops inward” (as Dean-
na describes it) to accom-
modate the ladies’ large 
dresses with petticoats of 
the past is still in use. In 
the back rooms a free lend-
ing library has been added 
and a conference table and 
chairs to accommodate a 
small group gathering for 
meetings and perhaps for 
lunch. Deanna is excited to 
talk about the work that has 
been accomplished. She 
says wedding parties some-
times gather there and 
have their wine tastings in 
this area. When asked what 
she’d particularly like read-
ers to know, she smilingly 
states, “We’re here!” And 
Chef declares, “The quality 
of our ingredients brings 
people.” He mentioned, 
for example, that his beef 
is aged 21 days before he 
gets it. “It keeps people 
coming back,” but he also 
adds, “The social aspect is 
so important. People want 
this connection. Ware Neck 
is a close-knit, very special 
community.” As one local 
customer Sue Perrin enters 
the store, she greets Dean-
na and says, “This store is 
the center of the universe!”  

Her gardens will be on 
display for Garden Week 
April 15.

BULBS
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8C)

calls come in. As with many 
businesses, during the pan-
demic Brent conducted lots 
of Zoom meetings, which 
became tricky when doing 
this with folks abroad, as 
the time zones would often 
catch them discussing busi-
ness at 3 a.m. Both Brent 
and Becky praised Neal 
Steele, local radio disc jock-
ey, for his promotions and 
fun weekly talks with Brent 
about upcoming events.

Becky wrote a book and 
Brent took pictures for 
GardenCom Internation-
al Communicators. Becky 
and Brent have been mem-
bers of this organization 
for years. Becky is in the 
group’s Hall of Fame. Becky 
also began a small garden 
in median strip in Glouces-
ter C.H. on Justice Drive.

“Goodness can breed 
goodness,” she said, in 
speaking of honoring the 
early beginnings of the daf-
fodil industry in Gloucester 
and Brent’s grandfather. 
Becky said they have three 
gardens currently. Becky 
has fun objects in her gar-
dens, which include toilets 
and old tires. She has an 
“Observation Beehive” and 
a free Kids’ Garden. These 
are fun and educational for 
children and adults alike. 
Both Brent and Becky are 
earnest and passionate 
about their work. They 
speak of “playing” in their 
gardens. Brent said, “You 
may play golf, or play ten-
nis, but people speak of 

‘working’ in their gardens. 
Gardening helps us to be 
part of God’s creation. Gar-
dening helps us leave the 
earth better than we found 
it.” It’s not work for them. 
Becky declares people 
should have fun digging in 
the dirt.

Interestingly, she also re-
lates that each and every 
box that is shipped from 
their business includes, 
as part of their packing 
material, old copies of the 
Gloucester-Mathews Ga-
zette-Journal. So, our local 
newspaper goes nation-
wide.

Becky told a very touch-

ing story of a lady who was 
caregiver for her husband 
who had dementia. This 
lady would come every 
Wednesday to one particu-
lar garden area and sit with 
her peanut butter and jelly 
sandwich at lunch time and 
mediate to rejuvenate and 
gather her thoughts, some-
times perhaps pray, and 
just sit quietly by herself. 
This was her moment of an 
obviously busy week.

Becky said she never 
knew this woman’s name 
and she did not come into 
the bulb shop or chat, but 
that short period in the gar-
den was what she needed.

Beautiful daffodils blooming everywhere at Brent and Becky’s Bulbs this spring.

Brent and Becky’s Bulbs have an impres-
sive assortment of daffodils. 
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BY EMILY D. BOHANNON

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Driving down the main 
road (Route 623) through 
the peninsula of Ware Neck, 
one will see a total of three 
churches: Union Zion Bap-
tist, Beulah Baptist, and 
Singleton United Methodist.

Union Zion
Union Zion is an Afri-

can-American church estab-
lished in 1867, more than 
155 years ago by 17 per-
sons, ranging in age from 15-
40. The youngest was Isaac 
Thornton who lived on the 
property of the Mumford 
Plantation in Gloucester 
where he had been a slave. 
Those 17 “raised $17” to 
help construction of their 
first building, a “shack,” as 
church secretary and clerk 
Mary Gordon described it.

According to Gordon, 
who wrote a brief histo-
ry of the church, today’s 
building is the third one, as 
the other previous wood-
en buildings burned years 
ago. Mary stated that Pole 
Bridge Road had a ceme-
tery on the dirt road with 
the original building. She 
told how church and fam-
ily members would gather 
yearly to tend the cemetery 
and clean up each plot, but 
now it is difficult to even 
see the property. 

She stated a Gardner 
family reunion took place 
at Union Zion in 2022; and 
each year since 1943, the 
church has had a home-
coming to welcome families 

The churches of Ware Neck
and friends in November 
to commemorate when the 
church was established. 
However, the pandemic 
took its toll on the church 
as it remained closed for a 
lengthy period. Currently, 
the pastor of Union Zion is 
Willie Dickerson of Hamp-
ton, installed in March 
2003. The church has had a 
total of 12 pastors through 
the years.

“Originally everybody 
used to know everybody in 
Ware Neck, so folks would 
go up the road or down the 
road a little farther to mar-
ry,” Gordon said.  Obvious-
ly, that is different now. She 
said her grandmother was 
a Gardner, and in 2006 a 
monument was erected on 
Gloucester’s Court Green 
honoring family member 
James Daniel Gardner (also 
Gardiner) who fought for 
the Union Army and was 
awarded the Medal of Hon-
or for his bravery helping 
his fellow soldiers during 
a Civil War battle that oc-
curred in Richmond. 

Beulah Baptist
Beulah Baptist is a small 

community church, but a 
loving and growing one, ac-
cording to longtime mem-
ber Vestella Fulk. She spoke 
of a service recently where 
chairs had to be brought 
into the sanctuary for ex-
tra seating as the children’s 
choir performed their musi-
cal selections.

“You know aunts and un-
cles and cousins all have 
to come hear those little 
ones,” Fulk related proudly. 

Another member, Christie 
Hurst, has spoken loving-
ly of her church numerous 
times, and even though she 
is in the process of moving 
to Mathews, she said she 
will continue to be a part of 
her beloved Beulah, where 
she grew up. Pastor Tom 
Cohick seems genuinely ex-
cited that Beulah is doing 
well. He confirms that the 
church was built in 1875.

Cohick passed along a 
comment from one con-
gregant of his church, who 
has been attending Beulah 
since 1967. “My children 
were brought up there. Beu-
lah is a friendly, welcoming, 
caring, close-knit family. I 
love the church at the bend 
in the road in Ware Neck.”

Singleton UMC
Singleton is the only 

Methodist church in Ware 
Neck and its pastor is Cal-
vin Griffin who has been 
there since 2010. In Mary 
Wiatt Gray’s 1936 book she 
wrote on Gloucester, she 
states, “Singleton’s Church 
decided to build in 1844, 
as an outgrowth of Bella-
my’s.” As another church 
named Memorial closed in 
1928, a portion of that con-
gregation went to Singleton 
and a portion went to Bella-
my. Singleton has approx-
imately 142 members. A 
brief history is on its web-
site. Previously, Mrs. Jose-
phine Brown James (now 
deceased) was a faithful 
church member and moth-
er of Brownie James Bart-
ley, who wrote the original 
history/story of Singleton 
UMC with Lester Sterling 
writing an update. 

Singleton’s Brownie Bart-
ley speaks fondly of Beu-
lah and Singleton churches 
coming together at Soles 
Beach for Easter sunrise 
services each year. There 
they share coffee and fel-
lowship. The churches al-
ternate yearly with these 
Easter services. What a 
beautiful way to celebrate.

FACEBOOK PHOTO

Congregants enter Beulah Baptist Church in Ware Neck

FACEBOOK PHOTO 

Union Zion Baptist Church is one of three 
churches serving the Ware Neck commu-
nity.

FILE PHOTOS

Singleton United Methodist Church as it appeared in 1938.
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Hometown hospitality:
Putting together a tour takes 
many dedicated volunteers

BY LESLIE BELVIN

This year’s 2023 histor-
ic garden tour, “Ware We 
Live,” features beautiful 
homes and gardens in the 
Ware Neck area of Glouces-
ter. The tour would not be 
possible without assistance 
from many of our home-
town folks, specifically 
garden club and commu-
nity members, who serve 
as hostesses, hosts, floral 
designers and parking at-
tendants each year. The 
Garden Club of Gloucester 
and Mathews extends a 
thank-you to each of them 
for welcoming our visitors 
in grand style to “Ware We 
Live!”

Leslie Belvin, Tour Chair, 
Margaret Singleton, Tour 
Co-chair, and Durfee Betts, 
GCGM President

Historic Garden Week
Committee Chairs

This year’s Committee 
Chairs are: Floral Co-chairs, 
Becky Meeker, Tina McMa-
nus; Head of Hostess Chair, 
Marianne Bowles; Advertis-
ing team, Leslie Belvin, Beth 
Richardson, Margaret Sin-
gleton; Sponsorship team, 
Leslie Belvin, Pam Driggs, 
Beth Gibson, Sue Hewitt, 
Margaret Singleton; Local 
Brochure Design, Annie 
Rex; Writer, Letitia Grant; 
Publicity, Durfee Betts; So-
cial Media, Betsy Poulsen; 
Photography, Becky Meek-
er, Linda Tjossem; Hospital-
ity Co-chairs, Pam Driggs, 
Darlene Talbot; Transpor-
tation Co-chairs, Suzanne 
Hudson, Ginger James. 

Ware Episcopal Church/Tour 
Headquarters and Singleton 

Church
Visitors will be greeted at 

Tour Headquarters, Ware 
Episcopal Church, by Head-
quarters Chair Jane Smith, 

assisted by Mary Helen 
Birdsall. A special thank-
you is extended to Ware 
Church and docent, New-
ton Deshazo.

At Singleton United Meth-
odist Church, Hostess 
chairs Brownie Bartley and 
Julie Stone, along with Judy 
Freshman, will welcome vis-
itors.

Glen Roy Plantation
At Glen Roy, Hostess 

Chair, Peggy Montgomery, 
Co-chair Rene Wenleder, 
Floral Design Chair Lynne 
Manning, and Co-chair Su-
san Haley will welcome 
visitors, along with Host-
esses, Floral Designers, and 
Parking Attendants: Rachel 
Alexander, Karin Andrews, 
Terry Arnold, Emily Barbee, 
Joseph Barragan, Brown-
ie Bartley, Alison Bernier, 
Durfee Betts, Clarice Camp-
bell, Judy Doyel, Nancy 
Dransfield, Vicki Dyer, Car-
en Fields, Rob Fraser, Beth 
Gibson, Kathleen Gillerlain, 
Lisa Goodman, Sue Hen-
shaw, Lorraine Ingles, Betty 
Kranz, Reed Lawson, Anne 
Marshall, Katherine Maz-
zocco, Gale Merrill, Nancy 
Messbarger, Mary Mon-
tague, Peg Montgomery, 
John Montgomery, Debo-
rah Morgan, Marilyn Mur-
on, Makalia Records, Patty 
Shaw, Jane Smith, Dianne 
Spence, Julie Stone, Mi-
chele Stone, Amelita Thom-
as, Ginger Van Atta, Rene 
Wenleder, Kim Williams, 
Jane Worthington, and Kate 
Zullo.

A special thank-you is 
extended to homeowners 
John and Sherri Milner.

The Lighthouse
At the Lighthouse, Host-

ess Chair Beth Tripp, Co-
chair Nina Watkins, Floral 
Design Chair Tina McMa-
nus, and Co-chair Eleanor 

Gardner will welcome visi-
tors, along with Hostesses 
and Floral Designers: Mari-
anne Bowles, Caroline Bun-
ting, Hannah Capin, Peggy 
Capin, Laura Eure, Sarah 
Finney, Eleanor Gardner, 
Cher Gingues, Betsy Hen-
derson, Jeanne Hockaday, 
Becky Horsley, Susan How-
ard, Susan Jenkins, Tina Mc-
Manus, Cindy Miller, Kath-
leen O’Neal, Carol Nyce, 
Cara Randolph, Annie Rex, 
Beth Richardson, Maisie 
Strawn, Rachel Strawn, Kim 
Trentham, Beth Tripp, Ella 
Watkins, Meredith Watkins, 
Nina Watkins, and Carole 
White.

A special thank-you is ex-
tended to homeowner Paul 
Howle.

The Leigh House
At the Leigh House, Chair 

Sue Hewitt, Co-chair Robin 
Ramsey, Floral Design Chair 
Shannah Cooper and Co-
chair Joan Jackson will wel-
come visitors, along with 
Hostesses, Floral Designers 
and Parking Attendants: 
Judy Bailey-Kinker, Layne 
Brown, Terri Byrne, Julie 
Childress, Pat Davis, Jaye 
DuPaul, Anne Earman, Su-
zanne Esposito, Ruth Fens-
termacher, Cynthia Geisert, 
Janice Hardin, Lynn Horns-
by, Kathy Klein, Ellen Leigh, 
Valerie Lewis, Karen Mc-
Neil, Betsy Poulsen, Mar-
tha Rhodes, Peggy Robins, 
Vivian Shackelford, Nancy 
Wesson, Anne Leddy Wil-
son, Cheryl Woodward, 
Jim Woodward, and Helen 
Worthington

A special thank-you is 
extended to homeowners 
Timothy and Catherine 
Leigh.

The Gardens of Belle Terre
At the Gardens of Belle 

Terre, Hostess Chair Bambi 
Thompson, Floral Design 
Chair Kate Cole, and assis-
tant Ceci Brown will wel-
come visitors, along with 
Hostesses and Master Gar-
deners: Leonne Arsenovic, 
Jim Brant, Molly Broderson, 
Ted Broderson, Melva Bur-
nett, Chris Conley, Cynthia 
Geisert, Carol Kauffman, 
Kathy Kauffman, Katherine 
Mazzocco, George McLel-
lan, Jeannie Miller, Kathleen 
O’Neal, Ann Page, Tracy Re-
spess, Terry Skinner, Susan 
Walton, and Sharon Young.

A special thank-you is ex-
tended to homeowners Wil-
liam and Sue Perrin.

Shuttle Check-in/Parking 
Attendants

Visitors will be assist-
ed by shuttle parking and 
check-in attendants, Pat 
Carlton, Jaye DuPaul, Sarah 
Finney, Buzz Geiger, Tish 
Grant, Helen Haley, Chip 
Hornsby, Rick Hylton, Clay-
ton James, Catesby Jones, 
Kathy Klein, David Meeker, 
Miranda McClintic, Cara 
Randolph, John Singleton, 
Kirby Smith, and Peter 
Worthington.

Flowers and music will be presented Saturday afternoon in a concert at Ware Episcopal Church.

Music inspired by flowers 
theme of Ware concert

An informal concert of 
music inspired by the beau-
ty of flowers will be per-
formed by Strings & Things 
quartet in honor of Garden 
Week. The concert is sched-
uled for Saturday, April 15, 
from 1-2 p.m. Ware Episco-
pal Church and will include 
both classical and popular 
selections.

Strings & Things is a 
network of professionally 
trained musicians in the 
rural, coastal Virginia area. 
Members of the Garden 
Week quartet are Peggy 

Watson, violin, from New-
port News; Lauren Bristow, 
violin, from Williamsburg; 
Christina Johnson, viola, 
from Gloucester, and Nina 
Buzby, cello, from Mathews.
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April gardening tips
BY PLANTERS WITH A PURPOSE

THE MATHEWS COMMUNITY GARDENING 
GROUP

It’s officially spring and 
gardeners from all around 
Zone 7b are chomping at 
the bit to harden-off seed 
starts, get plants and seeds 
in the ground, renew garden 
spaces, or just shake off the 
last vestiges of cabin fever.

In garden centers all 
around our region you can 
hear the buzz of gardening 
prognosticators forecast-
ing when the last Frost 
Date will be. April 15? One 
source said, “We had a frost 
on April 23rd last year.” An-
other gardener was quick 
to add that she remembers 
a “big Mother’s Day Frost” 
years back. Come what 
may, many of us just can’t 
wait. So, what should we be 
thinking about and doing in 
April for our gardens?

In general:
—Measure the rainfall 

with a rain gauge posted 
near the garden so you can 
tell when to water. Pro Tip: 
The garden needs about 
one inch of rain per week 
from April to September. 
Newly planted perennials, 
trees and shrubs will gen-
erally need one inch of wa-
ter each week—either from 
rain or irrigation, or a hose;

—Before working in your 
garden, make sure the soil 
is dry enough. It should 
crumble in your hand; if it 
is not, wait until it dries out 
before working the soil. Pro 
Tip: Working in the garden 
when the leaves are wet 
may enhance the spread of 
plant diseases;

—Plan new landscaping 
projects on paper first. 
Avoid over-planting even 
though the impulse may be 
strong. Pro Tip: Know the 
mature size of each plant 
and allow for growth;

—Edge garden beds;
—Mulch garden beds two 

to three inches deep with 
an organic material.  Pro 
Tip: Delay organic mulching 
to allow soil to warm up but 
act before weeds become 
established;

—If you didn’t complete 
your garden fertilization 
in March, continue that in 
April.

For the love of vegetables 
and herbs

This is the big month for 
planting vegetables; howev-
er, if planted too early, frost 
will kill your plants unless 
you are prepared to protect 
them on cold nights.

—Outdoors you can sow 
seeds directly into the 
garden for beets, carrots, 
chard, kohlrabi, late cab-
bage, lettuce, mustard, 
collards, turnips, radish, 
spinach, onion sets, onion 
seeds for bunching onions;

—Set out plants for cool 
season vegetables: brocco-
li, cauliflower, etc.;

—If you haven’t already 
done so, sow seeds indoors 
for eggplant, peppers and 
tomatoes;

—Cover Brassica crops 
with floating row cover to 
protect from cabbage moth 
and flea beetle damage if 
these little critters have 
been a problem in the past;

—Sow more carrots and 
lettuce early this month, 
and mulch potatoes with 
six inches of straw;

—Keep “hilling up” pota-
toes;

—If the urge to plant to-
matoes is too strong, set 
out a few early-ripening 
tomato cultivars beneath 
cloches;

—Plant lettuces every 
week or two to extend har-
vest;

—Plant herbs such as 
chives, sage, oregano, 
thyme, and tarragon now. 
Pro Tip: Hold off planting 
basil until warmer weather 
in May; 

—Before transplanting 
vegetable seedlings, gradu-
ally harden them off start-
ing about two weeks in 
advance of planting them 
outdoors;

—If possible, transplant 
vegetable seedlings on a 
cool, cloudy day or in the 
late afternoon to lessen 
transplant shock;

—Install supports for vin-
ing crops such as spring 
peas and pole beans;

—Use row covers to pro-
tect vegetable crops from 
nighttime temperatures 
that drop into the 30s.

It’s perennial and annual 
time

Fertilize perennials and 
spring bulbs as soon as pos-

sible if not already done.
—Spring is the ideal time 

to divide most perenni-
als, both summer and fall 
bloomers. Replant the divi-
sions or share with friends;

—Remember that some 
perennials are late getting 
started in the spring. Pro 
Tip: Mark the spot in some 
way so you do not inadver-
tently plant over them;

—Set out annual flow-
ers, and plant dahlias. Sow 
seeds of hardy annual flow-
ers (calendula, clarkia, lark-
spur, California poppy, and 
sweet pea);

—Add compost when 
transplanting into an exist-
ing garden bed;

—Fill the backs of sunny 
flower beds with tall sun-
flowers or tithonia (Mexi-
can sunflower).

For trees and shrubs
—If you are planting new 

trees and shrubs, remem-
ber to consider hardiness, 
light requirements, soil 
drainage, wind tolerance, 
mature size, insect or dis-
ease problems, mainte-
nance levels, etc., when 
choosing your plant. Pro 
Tip: Remember the “Right 
plant, right place” rule;

—Fertilize spring-flow-
ering shrubs in late spring 
or early summer after they 
flower;

—Provide nutrients to 
fruit trees at the fruit set-
ting time.

Your lawn
—Finish seeding early in 

the month;
—Pre-emergent weed 

controls, especially crab-
grass preventer, go on in 
the middle of the month for 
established lawns. Pro Tip: 
Do this when as forsythia is 
in full to late bloom;

—Do not mow the lawn 
until it has grown at least 
two inches. The roots are 
being renewed in the spring 
and grass needs vigorous 
top growth initially;

—The first grass clippings 
of the season are rich in nu-
trients and contain fewer 
weed seeds than those col-
lected later. Mow frequently 
and leave the clippings on 
the lawn.

Pruning
Prune spring-flowering 

shrubs after flowering is 
completed. Here are some gardening tips from the Mathews Community Gardening Group. 

Middle Peninsula regions to hold Garden Week April 21
Visitors will enjoy pasto-

ral King William County on 
the Middle Peninsula, an 
area full of verdant land-
scapes, family farms and 
fields of grain for Historic 
Garden Week, observed 
April 21 from 10 a.m. until 
4 p.m. 

The courthouse, built in 
1725, is the oldest court-
house in continuous use 
in the United States. This 
tour showcases four dis-
tinguished homes in the 
Manquin area—one dedi-
cated to celebrations such 
as weddings and family 
gatherings, one built for the 
homeowners’ love of wild-
life and conservation, and 
two 18th century homes 

open for the first time for 
Garden Week. Also included 
are two beautiful historic 
churches.

The tour chairs are Lisa 
Vawter and Nancy Hubbard. 
Headquarters for the tour is 
McKendree United Method-
ist Church, which is locat-
ed at 4347 Manfield Road 
in Manquin. Facilities are 
available at the tour head-
quarters, and also at Rock 
Spring Baptist Church, 4134 
Manfield Road, and Stryke-
fyre, 648 Pampatike Road in 
King William. Parking will 
be available at each prop-
erty. 

Tickets cost $35 per per-
son if purchased in advance 
at VAGardenWeek.org. Print 

tickets ahead of time. Tick-
ets are $45 per person day 
of the tour and will be sold 
at the McKendree. 

Lunch boxes are avail-
able for order by April 13 
through mckendree23106.
org. The cost is $16.

The tour includes admis-
sion to the following six 
properties.

Cherry Grove
4381 Manfield Road, Aylett

Viewing this picturesque 
home surrounded by a pris-
tinely kept yard today, it 
is easy to understand why 
the owners, Elaine and Lee 
Ramsey, decided to buy 
this house. But 40 years 
ago, the building a relative 
had seen while deer hunt-

ing was a far cry from what 
it is now. It had been vacant 
for 10 years, had no running 
water and exposed electric-
ity, but it was exactly what 
the Ramseys wanted.

 They moved in and ren-
ovated the house room by 
room. The oldest part of the 
home was built in the late 
1700s, and an addition was 
added in the mid-1800s. 

In researching the home 
to place it on the historic 
registry, the owners have 
created a stir of excitement 
with department heads at 
the Virginia Department of 
Historic Resources and Co-
lonial Williamsburg. All but 
one room retain the original 
flooring and woodwork, and 
the living room has original 
marble and wood-grained 
faux painting. The excite-
ment, though, is due to the 
name painted on a riser of 
the steps. It is the name of 

the painter, which is the 
first time this has been doc-
umented in the state. 

Chestnut Grove Farm
2308 Manfield Road, Aylett

Surrounded by planted 
fields and shaded by an-
cient trees including a few 
chestnut trees, the house 
at Chestnut Grove Farm 
exudes warmth. Since 1759 
eight generations of the 
same family have loved and 
preserved their farm built 
on property which was part 
of a William and Mary land 
grant. 

The original home was a 
one-over-one-over-one with 
an early 1800s addition, 
transforming it into a cen-
tral hall, two-over-two-over-
two dwelling. Several gen-
erations have added to the 
home, keeping it symmetri-
cally appealing and retain-
ing the old while making it 
modern and comfortable. 

It is a home, not a house 
museum. The interior is 
filled with furniture passed 
down through generations 
as well as family photos that 
adorn walls and shelves. 
The ground floor features 
its original fireplace, a fa-
vorite gathering place that 
reveals the bones of the 
structure. There is an inter-
esting and extensive library 
reflective of an academic 
family. It is owned by Fran-
ces Taliaferro Thomas and 
Emory Morton Thomas.

Strykefyre
548 Pampatike Road,     

King William
Built in 1990, Strykefyre, 

a two-story white frame 
home, was given the name 
of part of the property on 
which it is located and is 
believed to be a reference 

SEE MIDDLE PENINSULA, PAGE 13C



12C  GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL 	                                                                                                                                                                                                                         THURSDAY APRIL 13, 2023

April gardening tips
BY PLANTERS WITH A PURPOSE

THE MATHEWS COMMUNITY GARDENING 
GROUP

It’s officially spring and 
gardeners from all around 
Zone 7b are chomping at 
the bit to harden-off seed 
starts, get plants and seeds 
in the ground, renew garden 
spaces, or just shake off the 
last vestiges of cabin fever.

In garden centers all 
around our region you can 
hear the buzz of gardening 
prognosticators forecast-
ing when the last Frost 
Date will be. April 15? One 
source said, “We had a frost 
on April 23rd last year.” An-
other gardener was quick 
to add that she remembers 
a “big Mother’s Day Frost” 
years back. Come what 
may, many of us just can’t 
wait. So, what should we be 
thinking about and doing in 
April for our gardens?

In general:
—Measure the rainfall 

with a rain gauge posted 
near the garden so you can 
tell when to water. Pro Tip: 
The garden needs about 
one inch of rain per week 
from April to September. 
Newly planted perennials, 
trees and shrubs will gen-
erally need one inch of wa-
ter each week—either from 
rain or irrigation, or a hose;

—Before working in your 
garden, make sure the soil 
is dry enough. It should 
crumble in your hand; if it 
is not, wait until it dries out 
before working the soil. Pro 
Tip: Working in the garden 
when the leaves are wet 
may enhance the spread of 
plant diseases;

—Plan new landscaping 
projects on paper first. 
Avoid over-planting even 
though the impulse may be 
strong. Pro Tip: Know the 
mature size of each plant 
and allow for growth;

—Edge garden beds;
—Mulch garden beds two 

to three inches deep with 
an organic material.  Pro 
Tip: Delay organic mulching 
to allow soil to warm up but 
act before weeds become 
established;

—If you didn’t complete 
your garden fertilization 
in March, continue that in 
April.

For the love of vegetables 
and herbs

This is the big month for 
planting vegetables; howev-
er, if planted too early, frost 
will kill your plants unless 
you are prepared to protect 
them on cold nights.

—Outdoors you can sow 
seeds directly into the 
garden for beets, carrots, 
chard, kohlrabi, late cab-
bage, lettuce, mustard, 
collards, turnips, radish, 
spinach, onion sets, onion 
seeds for bunching onions;

—Set out plants for cool 
season vegetables: brocco-
li, cauliflower, etc.;

—If you haven’t already 
done so, sow seeds indoors 
for eggplant, peppers and 
tomatoes;

—Cover Brassica crops 
with floating row cover to 
protect from cabbage moth 
and flea beetle damage if 
these little critters have 
been a problem in the past;

—Sow more carrots and 
lettuce early this month, 
and mulch potatoes with 
six inches of straw;

—Keep “hilling up” pota-
toes;

—If the urge to plant to-
matoes is too strong, set 
out a few early-ripening 
tomato cultivars beneath 
cloches;

—Plant lettuces every 
week or two to extend har-
vest;

—Plant herbs such as 
chives, sage, oregano, 
thyme, and tarragon now. 
Pro Tip: Hold off planting 
basil until warmer weather 
in May; 

—Before transplanting 
vegetable seedlings, gradu-
ally harden them off start-
ing about two weeks in 
advance of planting them 
outdoors;

—If possible, transplant 
vegetable seedlings on a 
cool, cloudy day or in the 
late afternoon to lessen 
transplant shock;

—Install supports for vin-
ing crops such as spring 
peas and pole beans;

—Use row covers to pro-
tect vegetable crops from 
nighttime temperatures 
that drop into the 30s.

It’s perennial and annual 
time

Fertilize perennials and 
spring bulbs as soon as pos-

sible if not already done.
—Spring is the ideal time 

to divide most perenni-
als, both summer and fall 
bloomers. Replant the divi-
sions or share with friends;

—Remember that some 
perennials are late getting 
started in the spring. Pro 
Tip: Mark the spot in some 
way so you do not inadver-
tently plant over them;

—Set out annual flow-
ers, and plant dahlias. Sow 
seeds of hardy annual flow-
ers (calendula, clarkia, lark-
spur, California poppy, and 
sweet pea);

—Add compost when 
transplanting into an exist-
ing garden bed;

—Fill the backs of sunny 
flower beds with tall sun-
flowers or tithonia (Mexi-
can sunflower).

For trees and shrubs
—If you are planting new 

trees and shrubs, remem-
ber to consider hardiness, 
light requirements, soil 
drainage, wind tolerance, 
mature size, insect or dis-
ease problems, mainte-
nance levels, etc., when 
choosing your plant. Pro 
Tip: Remember the “Right 
plant, right place” rule;

—Fertilize spring-flow-
ering shrubs in late spring 
or early summer after they 
flower;

—Provide nutrients to 
fruit trees at the fruit set-
ting time.

Your lawn
—Finish seeding early in 

the month;
—Pre-emergent weed 

controls, especially crab-
grass preventer, go on in 
the middle of the month for 
established lawns. Pro Tip: 
Do this when as forsythia is 
in full to late bloom;

—Do not mow the lawn 
until it has grown at least 
two inches. The roots are 
being renewed in the spring 
and grass needs vigorous 
top growth initially;

—The first grass clippings 
of the season are rich in nu-
trients and contain fewer 
weed seeds than those col-
lected later. Mow frequently 
and leave the clippings on 
the lawn.

Pruning
Prune spring-flowering 

shrubs after flowering is 
completed. Check out these gardening tips from the Mathews Community Gardening Group. 

Middle Peninsula regional to hold Garden Week April 21
Visitors will enjoy pasto-

ral King William County on 
the Middle Peninsula, an 
area full of verdant land-
scapes, family farms and 
fields of grain for Historic 
Garden Week, observed 
April 21 from 10 a.m. until 
4 p.m. 

The courthouse, built in 
1725, is the oldest court-
house in continuous use 
in the United States. This 
tour showcases four dis-
tinguished homes in the 
Manquin area—one dedi-
cated to celebrations such 
as weddings and family 
gatherings, one built for the 
homeowners’ love of wild-
life and conservation, and 
two 18th century homes 

open for the first time for 
Garden Week. Also included 
are two beautiful historic 
churches.

The tour chairs are Lisa 
Vawter and Nancy Hubbard. 
Headquarters for the tour is 
McKendree United Method-
ist Church, which is locat-
ed at 4347 Manfield Road 
in Manquin. Facilities are 
available at the tour head-
quarters, and also at Rock 
Spring Baptist Church, 4134 
Manfield Road, and Stryke-
fyre, 648 Pampatike Road in 
King William. Parking will 
be available at each prop-
erty. 

Tickets cost $35 per per-
son if purchased in advance 
at VAGardenWeek.org. Print 

tickets ahead of time. Tick-
ets are $45 per person day 
of the tour and will be sold 
at the McKendree. 

Lunch boxes are avail-
able for order by April 13 
through mckendree23106.
org. The cost is $16.

The tour includes admis-
sion to the following six 
properties.

Cherry Grove
4381 Manfield Road, Aylett

Viewing this picturesque 
home surrounded by a pris-
tinely kept yard today, it 
is easy to understand why 
the owners, Elaine and Lee 
Ramsey, decided to buy 
this house. But 40 years 
ago, the building a relative 
had seen while deer hunt-

ing was a far cry from what 
it is now. It had been vacant 
for 10 years, had no running 
water and exposed electric-
ity, but it was exactly what 
the Ramseys wanted.

 They moved in and ren-
ovated the house room by 
room. The oldest part of the 
home was built in the late 
1700s, and an addition was 
added in the mid-1800s. 

In researching the home 
to place it on the historic 
registry, the owners have 
created a stir of excitement 
with department heads at 
the Virginia Department of 
Historic Resources and Co-
lonial Williamsburg. All but 
one room retain the original 
flooring and woodwork, and 
the living room has original 
marble and wood-grained 
faux painting. The excite-
ment, though, is due to the 
name painted on a riser of 
the steps. It is the name of 

the painter, which is the 
first time this has been doc-
umented in the state. 

Chestnut Grove Farm
2308 Manfield Road, Aylett

Surrounded by planted 
fields and shaded by an-
cient trees including a few 
chestnut trees, the house 
at Chestnut Grove Farm 
exudes warmth. Since 1759 
eight generations of the 
same family have loved and 
preserved their farm built 
on property which was part 
of a William and Mary land 
grant. 

The original home was a 
one-over-one-over-one with 
an early 1800s addition, 
transforming it into a cen-
tral hall, two-over-two-over-
two dwelling. Several gen-
erations have added to the 
home, keeping it symmetri-
cally appealing and retain-
ing the old while making it 
modern and comfortable. 

It is a home, not a house 
museum. The interior is 
filled with furniture passed 
down through generations 
as well as family photos that 
adorn walls and shelves. 
The ground floor features 
its original fireplace, a fa-
vorite gathering place that 
reveals the bones of the 
structure. There is an inter-
esting and extensive library 
reflective of an academic 
family. It is owned by Fran-
ces Taliaferro Thomas and 
Emory Morton Thomas.

Strykefyre
548 Pampatike Road, King 

William
Built in 1990, Strykefyre, 

a two-story white frame 
home, was given the name 
of part of the property on 
which it is located and is 
believed to be a reference 

SEE MIDDLE PENINSULA, PAGE 13C
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Thanks to all that make this possible, 
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MIDDLE PENINSULA

to the Indians who once 
lived there. 

The owners, Bonnie L. 
Stokes, Laura S. Harris 
and Brandon Stokes, love 
of flowers creates a wel-
coming entrance of multi-
ple beds surrounding the 
house. By summer they will 
overflow with blossoms, 
and complement the pots 
planted with seasonal foli-
age.

The home, filled with the 
same pastel colors from 

the gardens outside, also 
reflects their love of col-
lecting. There are O-gauge 
model trains, decoys and 
taxidermy representing 
the local wildlife, as well as 
floral bone China tea cups, 
McCoy pottery and Wedg-
wood Jasperware. 

The owners bought the 
406-acre property to create 
a home for themselves and 
for wildlife. They added a 
pond, an impoundment, 
and a green-tree reservoir. 
All are maintained season-
ally to create a habitat for 

both waterfowl and wild-
life. Docents will offer ex-
planations of how the sys-
tems work throughout the 
day.

Hollyfield Manor
289 Hollyfield Lane, 

Manquin
The stately Greek Revival 

manor that now dominates 
the farmland is not the orig-
inal home on this site. The 
original was a frame house 
built c. 1750.

In the late 1700s, the Hon-
orable Burwell Bassett, the 
brother-in-law and close 
friend of George Washing-
ton, owned the property 
and named it Bassettaire. 
A fire destroyed the frame 
home and in the early 1800s 
a brick Georgian home was 
built.

The present-day manor 
house was the vision of 
John L. Clark and his wife 
Elvira in 1935. He bought, 
remodeled and added to 
the old brick Georgian 
home that had stood va-
cant for many years, dou-
bling its size to accommo-
date his many guests.

Today, the house Clark 
renamed Hollyfield is sur-
rounded by lush greenery 
and vignettes for relax-
ation. A large patio over-
looking a 28-acre lake is the 
site of weddings, reunions 

and other family gather-
ings. The house is owned 
by Susie and Frankie Bar-
ham.

TOUR HEADQUARTERS
McKendree United Method-

ist Church
4347 Manfield Road, 

Manquin
McKendree began at 

Chestnut Grove, a nearby 
house, in 1886 when a small 
group gathered to discuss 
building a church closer 
to their homes. The little 
white country church was 
built in 1890 not far from 
the birthplace of Bishop 
McKendree, the first Amer-
ican-born Methodist bish-
op. Additions were built in 
1953, 1973 and 2013.

Rock Spring Baptist Church
4134 Manfield Road, Aylett

Rock Spring was orga-
nized in March 1877 when 
members began worship-
ping in a log cabin. In 1905 
a church was constructed 
on the present site. Over 
the years many upgrades 
have taken place, including 
the addition of the stained-
glass windows and the 2006 
addition of a fellowship 
hall.

PLACE OF INTEREST
Christ Church Parish

26 Christ Church Lane, 
Saluda

Founded in 1666 and 

listed on both the Virginia 
Historic Landmarks Reg-
ister and National Regis-
ter of Historic Places, the 
churchyard is surrounded 
on three sides by a brick 
wall donated by the Garden 
Club of Virginia in 1943 with 
proceeds from Historic Gar-
den Week.

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES
The “Flower & Garden 

Must-Haves” Market will 
be held at tour headquar-
ters with signed books on 

the American South & Civ-
il War, by Emory Thomas 
from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.  

There will be a dessert 
bar, “History 101” and a 
gospel sing-along at Rock 
Spring Baptist from 10:30 
a.m. until 3 p.m. A brief lec-
ture on local history will 
take place in this historic 
African American church 
at 11 a.m. Enjoy “Come Sing 
With Us” with the church 
choir at 1 p.m. 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12C)

The Middle Peninsula will hold its Historic Garden Week events April 21. Pictured are Chestnut Grove Farm (top photo) and Hollyfield Manor (bottom photo) which will be featured on the tour. 
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 homeowners and volunteers.

MIDDLE PENINSULA

to the Indians who once 
lived there. 

The owners, Bonnie L. 
Stokes, Laura S. Harris 
and Brandon Stokes, love 
of flowers creates a wel-
coming entrance of multi-
ple beds surrounding the 
house. By summer they will 
overflow with blossoms, 
and complement the pots 
planted with seasonal foli-
age.

The home, filled with the 
same pastel colors from 

the gardens outside, also 
reflects their love of col-
lecting. There are O-gauge 
model trains, decoys and 
taxidermy representing 
the local wildlife, as well as 
floral bone China tea cups, 
McCoy pottery and Wedg-
wood Jasperware. 

The owners bought the 
406-acre property to create 
a home for themselves and 
for wildlife. They added a 
pond, an impoundment, 
and a green-tree reservoir. 
All are maintained season-
ally to create a habitat for 

both waterfowl and wild-
life. Docents will offer ex-
planations of how the sys-
tems work throughout the 
day.

Hollyfield Manor
289 Hollyfield Lane, 

Manquin
The stately Greek Revival 

manor that now dominates 
the farmland is not the orig-
inal home on this site. The 
original was a frame house 
built c. 1750.

In the late 1700s, the Hon-
orable Burwell Bassett, the 
brother-in-law and close 
friend of George Washing-
ton, owned the property 
and named it Bassettaire. 
A fire destroyed the frame 
home and in the early 1800s 
a brick Georgian home was 
built.

The present-day manor 
house was the vision of 
John L. Clark and his wife 
Elvira in 1935. He bought, 
remodeled and added to 
the old brick Georgian 
home that had stood va-
cant for many years, dou-
bling its size to accommo-
date his many guests.

Today, the house Clark 
renamed Hollyfield is sur-
rounded by lush greenery 
and vignettes for relax-
ation. A large patio over-
looking a 28-acre lake is the 
site of weddings, reunions 

and other family gather-
ings. The house is owned 
by Susie and Frankie Bar-
ham.

TOUR HEADQUARTERS
McKendree United        

Methodist Church
4347 Manfield Road, 

Manquin
McKendree began at 

Chestnut Grove, a nearby 
house, in 1886 when a small 
group gathered to discuss 
building a church closer 
to their homes. The little 
white country church was 
built in 1890 not far from 
the birthplace of Bishop 
McKendree, the first Amer-
ican-born Methodist bish-
op. Additions were built in 
1953, 1973 and 2013.

Rock Spring Baptist Church
4134 Manfield Road, Aylett

Rock Spring was orga-
nized in March 1877 when 
members began worship-
ping in a log cabin. In 1905 
a church was constructed 
on the present site. Over 
the years many upgrades 
have taken place, including 
the addition of the stained-
glass windows and the 2006 
addition of a fellowship 
hall.

PLACE OF INTEREST
Christ Church Parish

26 Christ Church Lane, 
Saluda

Founded in 1666 and 

listed on both the Virginia 
Historic Landmarks Reg-
ister and National Regis-
ter of Historic Places, the 
churchyard is surrounded 
on three sides by a brick 
wall donated by the Garden 
Club of Virginia in 1943 with 
proceeds from Historic Gar-
den Week.

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES
The “Flower & Garden 

Must-Haves” Market will 
be held at tour headquar-
ters with signed books on 

the American South & Civ-
il War, by Emory Thomas 
from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.  

There will be a dessert 
bar, “History 101” and a 
gospel sing-along at Rock 
Spring Baptist from 10:30 
a.m. until 3 p.m. A brief lec-
ture on local history will 
take place in this historic 
African American church 
at 11 a.m. Enjoy “Come Sing 
With Us” with the church 
choir at 1 p.m. 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12C)

The Middle Peninsula will hold its Historic Garden Week events April 21. Pictured are Chestnut Grove Farm (top photo) and Hollyfield Manor (bottom photo) which will be featured on the tour. 
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Enjoy garden week on the Northern Neck April 19
Rich in history and po-

sitioned between the Po-
tomac and Rappahannock 
rivers, the Northern Neck’s 
tour showcases Warsaw 
in Richmond County for 
Historic Garden Week, ob-
served April 19 from 10 a.m. 
until 4 p.m.

Cross over water, pass 
lush farmland and catch a 
glimpse of bald eagles and 
herons. An unexpected trea-
sure, Warsaw has recently 
undergone a revitalization. 
Charming specialty shops 
and eateries abound in this 
quaint town of three square 
miles. Visitors on this driv-
ing tour will enjoy access to 
historic properties, includ-
ing the Chinn House, a Fed-
eral style antebellum dwell-
ing, now listed as a National 
Historic Landmark.

Tour co-chairs are Sandra 
Clements and Cindy Lloyd. 
The tour headquarters is 
the Rappahannock Commu-
nity College Warsaw cam-
pus, located at 52 Campus 
Drive. Facilities are avail-
able at the tour headquar-
ters, as well as at the Town 
of Warsaw Park, located at 
171 Main Street. Parking 
is available at RCC, Main 
Street, Town Park, Sabine 
Hall and Belle Ville.

Tickets cost $40 per per-
son and are only available 
online at VAGardenWeek.
org. 

Box lunches are available 
by pre-order until April 12 at 
a cost of $15. Contact Anna 
Garrett at 804-296-8899 or 
agarrett7790@gmail.com 
to order a lunch. Checks 
should be made payable to 

Warsaw UMF or credit card 
with a convenience fee. 
Refreshments are compli-
mentary at the Garden Mar-
ket on Main Street.

Ticket price includes ad-
mission to the following 
four houses and gardens.

Chinn House
52 Campus Drive, Warsaw

The two-story Warsaw 
icon was originally home 
to Judge Joseph William 
Chinn. Completed in 1908, it 
is a fine example of the pop-
ular hipped-roof variation 
of the colonial revival style. 
The land was part of a large 
farm owned by the Douglas 
family that had been giv-
en to the young lawyer, a 
distant relative of George 
Washington. His bride was 
Sarah Fairfax Douglas.

In its heyday, the resi-
dence was a grand gath-
ering place of families and 
local citizens. The first floor 
includes the library, a for-
mal parlor, a sitting room, 
the dining room, the kitch-
en and a pantry while the 
second level boasts six bed-
rooms.

Connecting the floors is 
a beautiful, custom stair-
case made of quarter sawn 
oak that was shipped by 
steamboat from Baltimore. 
Much of the home’s build-
ing supplies, including the 
rift pine wood floors and 
concave leaded glass in 
the front door, the door be-
tween the pantry and the 
custom curved windows in 
the sitting room, were also 
shipped to Warsaw from 
Baltimore during construc-
tion.

Local resident Mary 
Douglas Lawton, the grand-
daughter of Joseph and 
Sarah Chinn, remembers 
that the family often opened 
the house to the communi-
ty for celebrations. Chinn 
died in 1936 and the family 
donated the property to the 
Virginia Community College 
System in 1969. With the 
state government launching 
a much-needed renovation, 
the plan is for the home to 
serve as a gathering place 
for the local community 
for cultural meetings, re-
ceptions and get-togethers 
once again. The building is 
owned by RCC.

The Jones House
5705 Richmond Road, 

Warsaw
This striking three-story 

Victorian home was built 
by Congressman William 
Atkinson Jones and his wife, 
Claude Douglas Motley, in 
1887. The original house 
was damaged during the 
Civil War.

At the age of 15 Jones 
fought for the Confederacy 
as a Virginia Military Insti-
tute cadet. He is best known 
for authoring the Jones Act 
of 1916, which provided for 
the independence of the 
Philippines.

The house is located on 
four acres in town. The 
yard is bordered by original 
wrought-iron fencing. In the 
side yard is a gazebo cover-
ing a 30-foot-deep icehouse. 
Family members have re-
ferred to the gazebo as the 
“summer house,” a favorite 
gathering place during Vir-
ginia’s hot, humid summers. 

Portraits dating to the Co-
lonial period tell the story 
of the Jones family and its 
prominence in the nation’s 
history. 

In 1970 the grandson of 
Congressman Jones, Col. 
William A. Jones III, was 
posthumously awarded 
the Congressional Medal of 
Honor for heroic actions in 
a rescue mission over North 
Vietnam. In the parlor are 
many artifacts and furnish-
ings acquired by the con-
gressman and Mrs. Jones 
during their travels to the 
Far East. Original woodwork 
and family antiques contrib-
ute to the overall elegance 
of the home.

The Jones family owns the 
home.

Sabine Hall
1694 Sabine Hall Road, 

Warsaw
A fine example of a Colo-

nial Georgian house, Sabine 
Hall was built c. 1738 by 
Landon Carter, the fourth 
son of Robert “King” Carter 
of Corotoman who was the 
builder of Historic Christ 
Church in Lancaster Coun-
ty. 

Originally a classic Geor-
gian brick structure, Sabine 
Hall reflects alterations by 
both the builder and lat-
er generations. In 1764 the 
south wing was built as 
a covered passage to the 
kitchen. The covered “piaz-
za” on the river side of the 
house was added by Landon 
Carter and documented in a 
1797 insurance policy. 

Just inside the front door, 
the great hall is bright and 
filled with family portraits, 

including one of King Car-
ter. The traverse corridor 
staircase, just off the great 
hall, has walnut balusters 
and the original heart-pine 
floors are side-pegged. Sa-
bine Hall rises on a ridge 
of the Rappahannock River, 
with six terraces sloping 
toward the water. The gar-
den retains its original 18th 
century design. The house 
has always been owned and 
occupied by direct descen-
dants of Landon Carter and 
is both a Virginia and a Na-
tional Historic Landmark. 

Belle Ville
15104 Historyland Highway, 

Warsaw
Located at the end of a 

long straight driveway with 
an allée of pin oak trees 
and a horse chestnut tree 
planted in 1860 in the back, 
this property was built be-
tween 1826 and 1832. The 
first known structure on 
the property was built c. 
1730. This is the first time 
this Federal style two-story 
house with five bays above 
a high English basement has 
been open for Historic Gar-
den Week.

The bricks, laid in Flem-
ish bond, were made on the 
property. A large classical 
style front porch with four 
columns reached by a flight 
of steps graces its entire 
width. 

The interior features all 
original woodwork, win-
dows and glass. The front 
hallway and stairwell fea-
ture lovely architectural 

detailing that extends up 
the entire stairway, coordi-
nating with the woodwork 
in the elegant and spacious 
hallway. The interior also 
includes original family 
pieces such as a dining ta-
ble and chairs and a wicker 
child’s rocking chair.

Owners Charles and Patty 
Lamb are in the process of a 
renovation using materials 
and lumber salvaged from 
the property. The house is 
surrounded by agricultural 
fields, just as it was over 
100 years ago. Naturalized 
daffodils fill the remains of 
the rolling terraces of the 
once formal gardens. The 
grounds include a honey-
moon cottage and an ice-
house.

PLACES OF INTEREST
The Sadderly

171 Main Street, Warsaw
This harness shop was 

constructed in 1832-1833 
and is now the home of 
Northern Neck Visitor’s 
Center and Menokin’s Out-
door Adventures. In 1931 
it was dismantled, lifted 
and moved to another site 
where it remained for 87 
years. In 2017, under threat 
of demolition, concerned 
citizens raised the funds to 
move the structure again, to 
its present location.

Menokin
4037 Menokin Road, 

Warsaw
Home of Francis Lightfoot 

Lee, a signer of the Declara-

The Chinn House is situated at Rappahannock Community College’s Warsaw campus. 

SEE NORTHERN NECK, PAGE 15C

Jones House, 5705 Richmond Road in Warsaw, is a three-story Victorian home that was damaged during the Civil War. 
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Charming specialty shops 
and eateries abound in this 
quaint town of three square 
miles. Visitors on this driv-
ing tour will enjoy access to 
historic properties, includ-
ing the Chinn House, a Fed-
eral style antebellum dwell-
ing, now listed as a National 
Historic Landmark.

Tour co-chairs are Sandra 
Clements and Cindy Lloyd. 
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the Rappahannock Commu-
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Drive. Facilities are avail-
able at the tour headquar-
ters, as well as at the Town 
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Tickets cost $40 per per-
son and are only available 
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Box lunches are available 
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agarrett7790@gmail.com 
to order a lunch. Checks 
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Refreshments are compli-
mentary at the Garden Mar-
ket on Main Street.

Ticket price includes ad-
mission to the following 
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Chinn House
52 Campus Drive, Warsaw

The two-story Warsaw 
icon was originally home 
to Judge Joseph William 
Chinn. Completed in 1908, it 
is a fine example of the pop-
ular hipped-roof variation 
of the colonial revival style. 
The land was part of a large 
farm owned by the Douglas 
family that had been giv-
en to the young lawyer, a 
distant relative of George 
Washington. His bride was 
Sarah Fairfax Douglas.

In its heyday, the resi-
dence was a grand gath-
ering place of families and 
local citizens. The first floor 
includes the library, a for-
mal parlor, a sitting room, 
the dining room, the kitch-
en and a pantry while the 
second level boasts six bed-
rooms.

Connecting the floors is 
a beautiful, custom stair-
case made of quarter sawn 
oak that was shipped by 
steamboat from Baltimore. 
Much of the home’s build-
ing supplies, including the 
rift pine wood floors and 
concave leaded glass in 
the front door, the door be-
tween the pantry and the 
custom curved windows in 
the sitting room, were also 
shipped to Warsaw from 
Baltimore during construc-
tion.

Local resident Mary 
Douglas Lawton, the grand-
daughter of Joseph and 
Sarah Chinn, remembers 
that the family often opened 
the house to the communi-
ty for celebrations. Chinn 
died in 1936 and the family 
donated the property to the 
Virginia Community College 
System in 1969. With the 
state government launching 
a much-needed renovation, 
the plan is for the home to 
serve as a gathering place 
for the local community 
for cultural meetings, re-
ceptions and get-togethers 
once again. The building is 
owned by RCC.

The Jones House
5705 Richmond Road, 

Warsaw
This striking three-story 

Victorian home was built 
by Congressman William 
Atkinson Jones and his wife, 
Claude Douglas Motley, in 
1887. The original house 
was damaged during the 
Civil War.

At the age of 15 Jones 
fought for the Confederacy 
as a Virginia Military Insti-
tute cadet. He is best known 
for authoring the Jones Act 
of 1916, which provided for 
the independence of the 
Philippines.

The house is located on 
four acres in town. The 
yard is bordered by original 
wrought-iron fencing. In the 
side yard is a gazebo cover-
ing a 30-foot-deep icehouse. 
Family members have re-
ferred to the gazebo as the 
“summer house,” a favorite 
gathering place during Vir-
ginia’s hot, humid summers. 

Portraits dating to the Co-
lonial period tell the story 
of the Jones family and its 
prominence in the nation’s 
history. 

In 1970 the grandson of 
Congressman Jones, Col. 
William A. Jones III, was 
posthumously awarded 
the Congressional Medal of 
Honor for heroic actions in 
a rescue mission over North 
Vietnam. In the parlor are 
many artifacts and furnish-
ings acquired by the con-
gressman and Mrs. Jones 
during their travels to the 
Far East. Original woodwork 
and family antiques contrib-
ute to the overall elegance 
of the home.

The Jones family owns the 
home.

Sabine Hall
1694 Sabine Hall Road, 

Warsaw
A fine example of a Colo-

nial Georgian house, Sabine 
Hall was built c. 1738 by 
Landon Carter, the fourth 
son of Robert “King” Carter 
of Corotoman who was the 
builder of Historic Christ 
Church in Lancaster Coun-
ty. 

Originally a classic Geor-
gian brick structure, Sabine 
Hall reflects alterations by 
both the builder and lat-
er generations. In 1764 the 
south wing was built as 
a covered passage to the 
kitchen. The covered “piaz-
za” on the river side of the 
house was added by Landon 
Carter and documented in a 
1797 insurance policy. 

Just inside the front door, 
the great hall is bright and 
filled with family portraits, 

including one of King Car-
ter. The traverse corridor 
staircase, just off the great 
hall, has walnut balusters 
and the original heart-pine 
floors are side-pegged. Sa-
bine Hall rises on a ridge 
of the Rappahannock River, 
with six terraces sloping 
toward the water. The gar-
den retains its original 18th 
century design. The house 
has always been owned and 
occupied by direct descen-
dants of Landon Carter and 
is both a Virginia and a Na-
tional Historic Landmark. 

Belle Ville
15104 Historyland Highway, 

Warsaw
Located at the end of a 

long straight driveway with 
an allée of pin oak trees 
and a horse chestnut tree 
planted in 1860 in the back, 
this property was built be-
tween 1826 and 1832. The 
first known structure on 
the property was built c. 
1730. This is the first time 
this Federal style two-story 
house with five bays above 
a high English basement has 
been open for Historic Gar-
den Week.

The bricks, laid in Flem-
ish bond, were made on the 
property. A large classical 
style front porch with four 
columns reached by a flight 
of steps graces its entire 
width. 

The interior features all 
original woodwork, win-
dows and glass. The front 
hallway and stairwell fea-
ture lovely architectural 

detailing that extends up 
the entire stairway, coordi-
nating with the woodwork 
in the elegant and spacious 
hallway. The interior also 
includes original family 
pieces such as a dining ta-
ble and chairs and a wicker 
child’s rocking chair.

Owners Charles and Patty 
Lamb are in the process of a 
renovation using materials 
and lumber salvaged from 
the property. The house is 
surrounded by agricultural 
fields, just as it was over 
100 years ago. Naturalized 
daffodils fill the remains of 
the rolling terraces of the 
once formal gardens. The 
grounds include a honey-
moon cottage and an ice-
house.

PLACES OF INTEREST
The Sadderly

171 Main Street, Warsaw
This harness shop was 

constructed in 1832-1833 
and is now the home of 
Northern Neck Visitor’s 
Center and Menokin’s Out-
door Adventures. In 1931 
it was dismantled, lifted 
and moved to another site 
where it remained for 87 
years. In 2017, under threat 
of demolition, concerned 
citizens raised the funds to 
move the structure again, to 
its present location.

Menokin
4037 Menokin Road, 

Warsaw
Home of Francis Lightfoot 

Lee, a signer of the Declara-

The Chinn House is situated at Rappahannock Community College’s Warsaw campus. 

SEE NORTHERN NECK, PAGE 15C

Jones House, 5705 Richmond Road in Warsaw, is a three-story Victorian home that was originally damaged during 
the Civil War. 
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CUSTOM MOULDINGS & MILLWORK MANUFACTURING
“WHAT WOOD YOU LIKE? WE MOULD & MILL-DO FOR YOU!”

Hwy. 360 & Rt. 775 • P.O. Box 227, Callao, VA 22435
804-529-6440 • www.rappatomac.com

Storm Surge Shutter Panels®
Almost every shutter design below can be ordered as a Rappatomac Storm Surge Shutter Panel®,

ranging in strength from Category One (moderate protection) to Category Five (bullet-proof). Appearance
is virtually unchanged, and they can even be fitted with automatic closure controls. They are the only
shutter panel that can adequately protect windows against high winds and dangerous flying debris. 

NORTHERN NECK

tion of Independence, it is a 
National Historic Landmark 
and one of the best docu-
mented 18th century hous-
es in the United States. Me-
nokin is a waterfront refuge 
featuring pristine nesting 
and migratory bird habitat. 
Learn more at menokin.org.

Stratford Hall
483 Great House Road, 

Stratford
A historic preserve nes-

tled along the Potomac 
River, Stratford Hall comes 
to life through the presen-
tation of the Great House, 
vibrant gardens, nature 
trails, breathtaking river 
views and the stories of all 
who lived and worked here 

in the 18th century. 
Established in the 1730s 

by Thomas Lee, Stratford 
Hall was home to Rich-
ard Henry Lee and Francis 
Lightfoot Lee, the only two 
brothers to sign the Decla-
ration of Independence. It 
is the birthplace of Robert 
E. Lee. 

Admission is waived for 
Garden Week ticketholders 
on Northern Neck’s tour 
day. Learn more at Strat-
fordHall.org.

St. John’s Episcopal Church
5987 Richmond Road, 

Warsaw
Completed in 1835, the 

Greek Revival entrance has 
a triple-arched logging with 
plastered columns lead-

ing to two Gothic Revival 
doors. In 1924, a memorial 
given by the Philippine Re-
public was erected over the 
grave of Congressman Wil-
liam A. Jones.

Richmond County Museum
5874 Richmond Road, 

Warsaw
Located in the c. 1872 jail 

on the courthouse green, 
this museum tells the story 
of Richmond County from 
prehistoric times to present 
day through its collections.

Historic Christ Church
420 Christ Church Road, 

Weems
Built in 1735 by Robert 

“King” Carter, the church 
is a monumental structure 
with a sophisticated design 

featuring high-backed pews 
and a triple-decker pulpit. 
A National Historic Land-
mark, it is a must-see desti-
nation for fans of architec-
ture, Virginia history and 
the colonial period. Learn 
more at christchurch1735.
org. 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14C)

Make a stop at Sabine Hall, located at 1694 Sabine Hall Road in Warsaw, to view this Colonial Georgian home, c. 1738.
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14C)

Make a stop at Sabine Hall, located at 1694 Sabine Hall Road in Warsaw, to view this Colonial Georgian home, c. 1738.
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We’re part ofWe’re part of
your community.your community.

©adfinity

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY
3098 George Washington Memorial Hwy • Gloucester Point

(804) 642-2136 • hoggfuneralhome@verizon.net

HoggFH.com
David V. Bristow, Licensed Funeral Director

Being located in your community and being an active member of it are two very different things. 
As your neighborhood funeral home we’re honored to serve you both through funeral care and 

community involvement. Call us to learn how we can serve you further.

We’re part of
your community.

We’re not just in
your neighborhood.

We’re not just inWe’re not just in
your neighborhood.your neighborhood.

Being located in your community and being an active Being located in your community and being an active 
member of it are two very different things. As member of it are two very different things. As 

your neighborhood funeral home we’re your neighborhood funeral home we’re 
honored to serve you both through funeral care honored to serve you both through funeral care 

and community involvement. Call us to learn how and community involvement. Call us to learn how 
we can serve you further.we can serve you further.


