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Two Gloucester, two Mathews homes featured during Garden Week

The Garden Club of 
Gloucester will sponsor the 
local segment of Historic 
Garden Week in Virginia on 
Saturday, April 17, with two 
homes in Gloucester and 
two homes in Mathews to be 
opened to visitors. Hours are 
9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Garden Week in Virginia is 
a project of the Garden Club 
of Virginia, raising funds for 
historic garden restorations 
and research throughout the 
state since the first tour was 
held in 1929.

The statewide tour and lo-
cal tour were canceled in 
2020 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Lynne Manning, chair of 
the local tour, said that mea-
sures are being taken this 
year to respond to the ongo-
ing presence of the virus.

She said the tour will be 
split into morning and after-
noon tours, giving ticketh-
olders “four hours to com-
plete the entire tour.” She 
said tickets, priced at $40, 
will be capped at 160 for the 
morning segment and 160 for 
the afternoon, and will be 
available online only, not on 
tour day, at www.vagarden-
week.org.

Homes to be open in 
Gloucester County are 
Toddsbury and Cherokee, 

both on the North River. 
Toddsbury is a 17th cen-

tury family home on a 1652 
land grant to English sea cap-
tain Thomas Todd. The origi-
nal house dates from 1658, 
with additions made in 1690, 
1720, 1782 and 1948. Eigh-
teenth century wood panel-
ing accents the interior. The 
home is on the North River.

Cherokee, also on the North 
River, started its existence as 
an 18th century icehouse, 
a typical two-story circular 
tower with brick walls. It 
was converted in 1922 into a 
dwelling and additions have 
been made since then.

Homes to be open in 

Mathews County are Palace 
Green and Weston Hall.

While its construction date 
is unknown, Palace Green, 
located on Put-In Creek, has 
features similar to other 
homes in Mathews dating to 
c. 1830. The frame home has 
later additions and a water-
front guest cottage which 
will also be open.

Weston Hall on East River 
was built between 1900-1919 
and has an arts and crafts-
style exterior with a light and 
airy interior. Its guest home 
will also be open. Weston 
Hall overlooks Mill Creek to 

Toddsbury on the North River is one of four homes to be opened April 17 for the 
local tour of Historic Garden Week in Virginia.
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Lewis Hubbard sends Camellia japonica 
“Tami-no-ura.”

Jill Moughon of Williamsburg (a Mathews County native) is very proud 
of the daffodils blooming on her patio. 

Daffodils at Port Haywood Post Office, 
and below, crocuses, sent by Louise 
Witherspoon of Port Haywood.

Sue Henshaw of Cobbs Creek writes, 
“Watching orchids open inside helps 
beat the winter blues, until we can get 
outside again.” 

“Daffodils are blooming in spite of severe cold and 
tons of rain. They make me happy,” said Martha 
Thompson Hudgins of Gloucester, who sent this.

Deb Woodward sends a photo of “some 
of my African Violets enjoying a sunny 
day.”

African violets carefully tended by Mary 
B. Soles of Lynchburg, a Gloucester 
County native.

“What on earth … is this weird thing?” asked Larry Sherertz. “We found it grow-
ing on the underside of an ivy leaf. Looked like a tangled bunch of bean sprouts 
for a salad. A bit of research revealed it’s a White Worm Coral Mushroom (Clavaria 
vermicularis)”

Bring on spring

While many people 
are still enjoy-
ing their winter 

blooms, residents are 
also finding daffodils 
and other spring beau-
ties in their yards. It can-
not come soon enough. 
Please send your photos 
to editor@gazettejour-
nal.net.

New herbs for the garden
BY SUSAN CAMP

We had a taste of sunshine 
for a few days, and now I am 
looking forward to warm days 
in the garden. Last week, Jim 
and I decided to do some mi-
nor cleanup without disturb-
ing too many insects that 
might be overwintering in the 
leaves and garden debris. The 
main reason, though, was to 
take stock of what looks as 
though it has survived the 
cold winter and which plants 
must be replaced. We were 
pleasantly surprised to find 
that the roses, Clethra, cherry 
laurels, and yaupon hollies 
were thriving despite the ex-
cessive rain over the past two 
months. 

The biggest chore this 
spring will be to make a de-
cision about what to do with 
the English (Thymus vulgaris) 
and lemon (Thymus x. citrio-
dorus) thyme that we plant-
ed as borders for the beds. 
Thyme is a great choice for 
a border because it is hardy 
throughout the seasons and 
requires little care except for 
pruning to keep the plants 
full and leafy. After six years, 
a number of the plants have 
become woody. I removed 
several last fall, but more are 
on the “to dig up” list.

Thyme is a versatile herb. 
Besides its culinary uses, 
thyme makes a pretty addi-
tion to the garden. Creep-
ing varieties can be grown in 
the cracks of walkways, and 
bushy species are attractive 
additions to planters, pots, 
and hanging baskets. 

I like thyme as a border be-
cause it requires little care, 
and because I frequently use 
thyme in cooking. It is al-
ways available just outside 
the front door. Bees love the 
thyme blossoms, an added 
benefit. 

About 350 thyme species 
exist, and many are available 
on the market, but you may 
need to search online for spe-

cialty herb growers, as only 
the more common species 
like English and lemon thyme 
are available at the big box 
stores or even at local garden 
centers. 

Thyme plants range from 
creeping varieties like the 
tiny Elfin thyme (T. serpyllum 
‘Elfin’) at one inch or less in 
height and creeping thyme (T. 
praecox), which grows to no 
more than 3 inches high, to 
robust upright or sprawling 
forms that can reach heights 
of 12 to 15 inches. 

I may try T. vulgaris ‘Wedge-
wood’ for the garden borders. 
I have read that woodiness 
is less of a problem with this 
cultivar, but there is a chance 
it won’t thrive in our hot sum-
mers. ‘Wedgewood’ is a vigor-
ous grower, reaching 6 to 14 
inches in height. It has large 
light and dark green varie-
gated leaves and bears pink 
or lavender flowers in May. 
The leaves are reported to 
taste milder and sweeter than 
other English thyme cultivars.

All thymes require full to 
part sun and well-drained soil. 
They originated in Mediterra-
nean countries and don’t like 
to be overwatered.

On a much smaller scale, it 
is time to think about planting 
basil. We don’t have the space 
to start seeds indoors, so 
each spring I buy two or three 
different varieties of basil to 

Thyme for your garden

Sap is rising
It’s maple syrup season in Highland County

BY BETTY WRENN DAY

Maple sugaring may have 
begun as a happy accident 
several centuries ago but it 
is now a thriving industry 
in which Virginia is a team 
player.

Indigenous people living 
in the northeastern North 
America apparently were the 
first to discover maple syrup 
and use it in cooking, long be-
fore Europeans settled here.

Although there are no writ-
ten accounts to verify the dis-
covery, several Native Ameri-
can legends share a similar 
story. However the first writ-
ten document of maple sugar-
ing in North America is dated 
1557. A French explorer 
wrote, “There is a tree with 
the thickness and shape of a 
large walnut tree. It remained 
unused for a long time un-
til someone tried to cut one 
down, releasing a kind of sug-
ar which they found to be so 
tasty and as delicate as any 
good wine.”

Today, North America 
provides maple syrup the 
world over. Canada is the 
world’s largest producer; in 
the United States, Vermont 
leads with a year’s total of 
898,000 gallons harvested. 
New York comes in second 
with a 312,000-gallon harvest 
and Maine is a close third at 
310,000 gallons harvested.

Commercially Virginia, on 
the end of the sugar maple 
range, is way down the list 
with a harvest of 1,500 gal-
lons but this industry is high 
on the list of Highland Coun-
ty, which shoulders up to the 
West Virginia border. Here 
maple syrup can be found in 
abundance.

A favorite stop for High-
land visitors is the Sugar Tree 
Country Store & Sugar House, 
built in the 1800s and today 
operated by Farmers Glenn 
and Fern Heatwole and fam-
ily in the town of McDowell. 
Here you can find a full range 

of excellent maple sugar 
treats and syrup and pos-
sibly watch Glenn bottle his 
all-natural maple syrup. The 
company even makes its own 
apple butter, and sells every-
thing from jellies to wooden 
toys.

The Heatwoles moved from 
Rockingham to McDowell in 
2004 and opened their busi-
ness in 2005. “We were dairy 
farmers,” Glenn said, “who 
once milked cows. We now 
milk trees.”

It takes about 40 gallons 
of sap to make one gallon of 
maple syrup, sold in three 
grades: light amber, medium 
amber and dark amber. Fla-
vors range from mild to ro-

bust. 
Note: Information on maple 

syrup was taken from: “Maple 
Syrup Making,” “A Brief His-
tory of Maple Syrup,” “Native 
American Maple Syrup His-
tory” and “Celebrating The 
History of Maple Syrup.”

The following recipes were 
taken from Sugar Tree Coun-
try Store Maple Recipes and 
tips. The cookbook is avail-
able at the Sugar Tree Coun-
try Store and Sugar House 
and through its website.

HOT MAPLE APPLE CIDER
6 c. apple cider
¼ c. maple syrup
1 orange peel
1 lemon peel

2 cinnamon sticks
Spice bag and string
6 whole cloves
6 whole allspice berries
Pour cider and syrup into 

large pot. Cut orange and lem-
on peels into strips. Place peels 
and spices in a center of a spice 
bag and tie up with a piece of 
string. Drop spice bundle into 
liquid and heat over moder-
ate heat for about 10 minutes. 
Remove spice bag and discard. 
Ladle maple cider into mugs 
and serve warm. Optional: gar-
nish with a stick of cinnamon 
for stirring or float a thin slice 
of lemon or orange on top or 
put a dollop of whipped cream 
on top. Enjoy!

MAPLE PUMPKIN MUFFINS
1½ c. flour
½ c. brown sugar
1½ tsp. baking powder
½ tsp. baking soda
¾ tsp. cinnamon
½ tsp. pumpkin pie spice

¼ tsp. salt
2 small eggs
¾ c. mashed pumpkin
½ c. evaporated milk
3 Tbs. vegetable oil
2 Tbs. maple syrup
1/3 c. chopped walnuts or 

pecans
Filling

2 oz. cream cheese, 
softened

1½ Tbs. brown sugar
2 Tbs. maple syrup

Topping
¼ c. chopped walnuts or 

pecans
2 tsp. brown sugar or maple 

sugar
In large bowl, combine the 

first seven ingredients. Whisk 
together the eggs, pumpkin, 
milk, oil and syrup. Stir into the 
dry ingredients. Fold in nuts. 
Set aside. In a small mixing 
bowl, beat filling ingredients 
until smooth. Gently stir into 
batter until mixture appears 
swirled. Fill greased or paper-
lined muffin cups until about ¾ 
full. Combine topping ingredi-
ents; sprinkle over batter. Bake 
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Glenn Heatwole bottles maple syrup at his business, Sugar Tree Country Store, in 
Highland County. 

The sap is still flowing
The annual Highland County Maple Festival, usually held the second and 
third weekends of March, is canceled this year due to coronavirus. According 
to the Highland County Chamber of Commerce, however, “the coronavirus 
does not stop the sugar water flowing from the trees, nor does it stop our 
county’s dedicated producers from producing their maple syrup as they have 
done for decades.” The chamber said some producers and sugar camps will 
be open this spring following state safety guidelines. Information will be 
posted on its website, www.highlandcounty.org, for those considering a 
visit. The Sugar Tree Country Store is open to the public.

SEE GARDEN WEEK, PAGE 2B

SEE MAPLE SYRUP, PAGE 2BSEE HERBS, PAGE 2B
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A bridge to 
lifelong recovery.
Addiction is a disease that is treatable with small steps, every day. Contact the Master Center’s new 
outpatient treatment center in Gloucester to learn more about our approach to transformation and the  
rewards of recovery. 

Join us for a FREE webinar on March 9 from 5:30 PM to 6:30 PM titled, “Addiction: A Choice? A Disease? 
Fighting the Stigma & Exploring Evidence-Based Treatment Options.” Visit mastercenter.com/events to 
register and to learn more about our free weekly support groups.

7280 York Avenue  |  Gloucester, VA 23061  |  757.844.3001  |  mastercenter.com 
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Commonwealth
SENIOR LIVING at GLOUCESTER HOUSE

Welcome Home

 www.CommonwealthSL.com

Independent Living Plus, Assisted Living & Memory Care
7657 Meredith Dr, Gloucester, VA 23061

You’re the kind of person who plans 
ahead. You chose a home that fit 
your budget and helped the kids 
pay for college. Now is the time to 
start preparing for your future by 
choosing a senior living community. 
But how much will it cost?

 The cost for senior living depends 
on the size suite you select as well as 
the amount of support you require. 
On average, this works out to be 
between $3,500 - $5,000 per month.  

 Families pay for senior living in a 
variety of ways. If you have invested 
in Long Term Care insurance, this 
is the time to reach out to your 
insurance provider and ask about 
qualifying for benefits. Many 
families sell the home and use part 
of the sale to pay for senior living. 
Finally, if you served in the military 
during wartime or had a spouse who 

served, you may be eligible for senior 
living benefits: 

★★★ 

Veterans Aid & Attendance 
Veteran ...........................$1,936/mo*

Surviving Spouse .........$1,295/mo*

Couple  .......................... $2,296/mo*

*Depending on the level of care needed. 
★★★ 

 This benefit combined with social 
security payments and savings often 
covers the cost of senior living. 

 Ultimately, the formula of how 
senior living is paid works out to 
be different for every family. But 
just like any decision you make for 
the future, it is worth the time and 
effort to plan ahead, choose the right 
community, and design a plan that 
makes sense for you. 

For a FREE cost 
comparison tool and 

guidance on your 
options, call 

804-505-4093

Planning for Your 
Future

How much does senior living cost and how do people pay for it?

plant in a raised bed. Two in-
teresting cultivars I have read 
about are Amazel basil from 
Proven Winners and Emerald 
Towers, bred by Pan Ameri-
can Seed’s Handpicked brand 
in collaboration with Rutgers 
University.  

Amazel basil is a sweet Ital-
ian basil hybrid that is resis-
tant to downy mildew, which 
is often a problem, especially 
in plants grown indoors. Ama-
zel is sterile, so it doesn’t 
produce seed. Even after it 
flowers, Amazel continues 
to produce new shoots and 
leaves, since it doesn’t have 
to spend energy on seed pro-
duction.

Emerald Towers is a vigor-
ous, columnar, Genovese ba-
sil that grows 2 to 3 feet tall 
with glossy, dark green leaves 
that are tasty in salads. It flow-
ers 10 to 12 weeks later than 
most basils, so the plant’s en-
ergy goes into leaf production 
for a longer period. 

As you shop for herbs and 
other green things this spring, 
try some new species or cul-
tivars. Part of the pleasure of 
gardening is discovering new 
treasures to plant and nur-
ture.  

at 350°F. for 20-25 minutes 
or until toothpick inserted in 
center of muffin comes out 
clean. Cool five minutes; re-
move from pan. Best served 
warm. Makes 24 muffins.

MAPLE PORK BBQ
3-4 lb. pork roast
1 Tbs. vinegar
Water
3 Tbs. prepared mustard
2 tsp. Liquid Smoke
2 tsp. salt
1 tsp. pepper
½ c. maple syrup
3 c. catsup
Water if desired
Place pork roast in oven-

safe dish. Sprinkle vinegar 
over roast (vinegar acts as a 
tenderizer). Add enough wa-
ter to have about ½-inch in 
bottom of dish. Cover with foil, 
punching several small holes 
to allow steam to escape. Bake 
at 325°F. for 3-4 hours or until 
internal heat on a meat ther-
mometer registers at least 
170°F. When roast is cool, pull 
it apart or chop into small 
chunks. Combine syrup, cat-
sup, mustard, Liquid Smoke, 
salt and pepper. Stir into pork. 
Chill overnight or longer to al-
low flavor to soak through.* 
Warm to room temperature 
then heat over moderate heat 
until heated through. Stir fre-
quently to avoid burning. (A 
crock pot works well.) Add 
water if needed to achieve 
desired consistency. Serve hot 
on hamburger buns. Serves 
approximately 20 people.

*If you don’t have time to 
soak overnight, boil “dress-
ing” ingredients together for 2 
minutes, then pour over meat. 
Immediately heat altogether 
until heated through.

GLAZED MAPLE CARROTS
3 large carrots, peeled
1/3 c. water
2 Tbs. butter

¼ c. water
2 tsp. cornstarch
3 Tbs. maple syrup
½ tsp. salt
Cut carrots into bite-size 

pieces. Cook carrots in water 
and butter over medium heat 
for 10 minutes or until tender. 
Add more water while cook-
ing if necessary. Meanwhile, in 
a small microwaveable bowl, 
combine water, cornstarch. 
maple syrup and salt. Micro-
wave until thickened stirring 
at least once while cooking. 
Gently stir into carrots. Serve 
immediately. Serves 4-6.

MAPLE APPLE PIE
Pastry: double 9-inch pie 

crust
5 c. sliced apples
½ c. sugar
2 Tbs. flour
½ tsp. cinnamon
Dash salt and nutmeg
¼ c. maple syrup
½ c. sour cream
Combine dry ingredients 

and sprinkle 2 Tbs. of it in 
bottom of pie crust. Add the 
rest to the apples along with 
syrup and sour cream. Spoon 
into crust; cover with lattice 
top crust. Bake at 425°F. for 15 
minutes, then 325°F. for ap-
proximately 45 minutes lon-
ger. Remove from oven and 
cool.

MAPLE KISSES
1 c. maple syrup
2 Tbs. butter
½ c. finely chopped pecans
Cook maple syrup and but-

ter in a saucepan until tem-
perature reaches 230-232 
degrees F. on a candy ther-
mometer. Remove from heat 
and immediately add nuts. Stir 
until mixture begins to cool 
and thicken. Quickly drop by 
small spoonfuls on a greased 
wax-paper plate.  

nearby Poplar Grove and its 
original tide mill.

All four homes have been 
open in the past but not in 
recent years. Parking will be 
available at all homes.

Tour headquarters will be 
at Ware Episcopal Church 
where maps will be available. 
Box lunches are available by 
pre-order from Nuttall Coun-
try Store, 804-693-3067.

Manning noted that in cel-
ebration of the Garden Club 
of Virginia’s centennial, pro-
ceeds from this year’s tour 
will support Virginia State 
Parks.

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B)

GARDEN WEEK

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B)

HERBS

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B)

MAPLE SYRUP
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804-854-1901              eastridgelawns@gmail.com

Mulching • Preparing Yards and Beds for
Spring Planting • Lawn Care 

Landscape Design and Installation

Eastridge 
Lawns & Landscapes, LLC

We've Got Your Back for all Your Real Estate Needs

Leanne Hester
Realtor®

804-694-7427

Randi Snyder
Realtor®

757-593-5477

Elissa Hester
Realtor®

804-832-4720

An Award Winning Team of  Realtors who work together to bring  you
superior experience, knowledge & skills. Experts on

a large range of  properties to include: residential
properties, land sales, investors, rentals, foreclosures,

waterfront homes, farms and more.  

11801 Canon Boulevard, Suite 100, Newport News, VA 23606

The Hester Real Estate Team

 Present this coupon for 1 FREE 
Snack Savory of your choice

With coupon only. One per coupon per person
Expires 3/31/2021 

FREE SNACK 
SAVORY 

Split Enz is a full service salon located in the historic Gloucester Village on Main Street.  

Our concept is the “Total Look” approach with an emphasis on the highest quality customer service. 

We take each unique individual, consult on their lifestyle, body type, and personality  

to blend together art, science and beauty to create a customize look for all our clients.

6596 Main St, Gloucester, VA 23061 | splitenzsalon.com | 804)693-5343

Monday 10AM-5PM | Tuesday-Friday 9AM-7PM | Saturday 9AM-5PM i&fi 

ART * SCIENCE * BEAUTY
We believe in sustainable, quality products.
Good for you. Good for us. Good for the earth.

Hair 

Makeup

Skincare

Nails

Waxing

Massage

www.rebaterm.com

Shari Pruitt
President

804-684-5520 - Office 804-684-5552 fax
804-725-8321 Cell rebaterm@gmail.com

Eastridge Lawns & Landscapes
Amanda Eastridge is a 

woman in a male-dominated 
industry, but that just makes 
her work all the harder at her 
business, Eastridge Lawns & 
Landscapes LLC of Hayes.

Four years ago, Eastridge 
started her business with just 
a handful of mowing jobs, but 
she has since grown to offer 
landscape design and instal-
lation, along with lawn main-
tenance. She creates and exe-
cutes turf programs for lawns; 
installs plants, shrubs and 
trees; and repairs drainage is-
sues caused by excessive rain 
and improperly graded lawns.

Because she’s a woman, Eastridge said she had often 
been disregarded as a knowledgeable source of information, 
and sometimes people have questioned whether she could 
do the work required to get the job done. But that hasn’t 
stopped her from becoming a successful and respected 
landscape designer with an equally respected lawn mainte-
nance business.

A Newport News native and graduate of Denbigh High 
School, Eastridge started working at the age of 15 in a small 
neighborhood garden supply and hardware store. During 
her 20s and early 30s, she worked at a variety of businesses 
and surgical practices, moving up from receptionist to office 
manager, but never found those jobs fulfilling.

“My calling has always been gardening and horticulture,” 
she said. “So when the opportunity to get outside and work 
with my hands came along, I jumped at it.”

Eastridge is in partnership with her husband, Brian, who 
has 20 years of experience in the field.

“Without him, none of this would be possible,” she said.

Split Enz Salon

Morningstar Marina
After holding management 

positions at various business-
es, Tina Minor became general 
manager of Morningstar Ma-
rina at Hudgins in 2009, and ap-
pears to have found her niche.

Minor said that Morning-
star is a welcoming place that 
makes it easy on the boater, 
whether a pleasure boater just 
getting started or an avid an-
gler. With full-time mechanics 
for every type of motor, on-site 
fuel, a ship store, and even an 
apartment for nightly rental, 
Morningstar offers something 
for every boater, she said.

Boating is a lifestyle, said 
Minor, so it’s also one of the first businesses hurt when the 
economy isn’t doing well. But she said that Morningstar has 
been able to stay strong and grow when times have been tough.

A Chicago native, Minor moved to Virginia in 1992 and 
worked her way into management positions at two national 
chain stores before settling in at Morningstar. She said that 
finding the best employees for the marina was a challenge at 
first, but she was eventually able to pull together a team that 
“I’d put up against any other team now.” 

“They are my rock, and I couldn’t do this without them,” she 
said. “We retain veteran staff that know how to give the best 
customer service, and who love being here.”

A graduate of Bloom Trail High School in Chicago, Minor said 
she continued her education with management training and 
certification through her employers.

Minor’s husband, Robert Minor, is a waterman. She has two 
adult children—Joy Hudspath, an RN at Riverside, and Troy 
Harris, a foreman at Newport News Shipbuilding. Her youngest 
daughter is in second grade, and she has a 2-year-old grand-
daughter.

Rebate Property Management
Shari Pruitt is the presi-

dent of Rebate Property 
Management of Hayes. The 
firm provides residential, 
multi-unit and commercial 
property management. Un-
like other real estate busi-
nesses, Rebate Property 
Management focuses solely 
on property management.

Founded in 2007 by 
Pruitt’s mother, the late 
Belinda Wright, Pruitt took 
over as president of the firm 
after her mother’s death in 
2016.

Pruitt has 30-plus years 
of real estate experience 
of every aspect. A 1991 
Gloucester High School 
graduate, she attended business school in Florida.

“COVID-19 restrictions have greatly affected how normal 
business is conducted,” Pruitt said. In spite of the challenges 
of the pandemic, “business has greatly increased in the last 
several years as our reputation for professional service has 
spread/grown,” she added.

The mother of two boys, Pruitt is married to Paul Pruitt, 
the owner of Pruitt Automotive of Hayes.

Shari Pruitt

Amanda Eastridge Tina Minor

Samantha Smith

Gloucester native Saman-
tha Smith sees her business, 
Split Enz Salon on Gloucester 
Main Street, as a team effort 
providing hair and nail ser-
vices as well as facials, mas-
sages, waxing, and complete 
spa packages.

Balance and staffing are 
the most challenging aspects 
of her business, said Smith, 

but she was blessed to have 
been introduced to a coach-
ing platform that helped her 
structure the business and 
acquire team-building skills 
and the ability to recognize 
her own leadership qualities. 
She learned to delegate and 
to develop a better balance 
between work and home.

Smith said her husband be-

came ill not long after she pur-
chased the business and  that 
the ability to delegate allowed 
her to be closer to home while 
her husband was in treat-
ment and their daughter was 
in school. “I was blown away 
by the support of the associa-
tion, clients, friends, and fam-
ily,” she said. Without those 
elements, as well as her faith, 
she said the business still 
would have succeeded, “but 
not to the place we are today.”

Smith graduated from 
Gloucester High School after 
earning her cosmetology cer-
tificate there, and immediate-
ly entered the cosmetology 
industry at a young age, with-
out student loans. She spent 
most of her career with a sa-
lon and spa that had multiple 
locations across the U.S. and 
Canada, achieving “invaluable 
“ experience and exposure.

Smith also has a number of 
other certifications, including 
everything from hair exten-
sions to Japanese straighten-
ing systems and master hair-
cutting, and is a cosmetology 
instructor.

Smith said she couldn’t 

have achieved all that she has 
without the support of her 
daughter Savannah and her 
late husband, Ian, who “be-
lieved in me,” as well as her 
mother, who “has been a big 
help.” She said she has been 
blessed by the addition to her 
life of her new husband, Eric, 
and his children.

Starbrite Security
Michaelene Fortner built 

her business from the ground 
up and has made a success 
with her hard work.

She established Starbrite 
Security in 1991, and offers 
electronic security, fire, and 
medical alarm fire systems, 
professionally installed, for 
residential and commercial 
use.

“As a woman starting and 
building a business in a male-
dominated field, it has been a 
triumph to learn to be true to 
myself,” Fortner said.

“2020 was a challenging 
year and I appreciate all of the 
support that I received from 
everyone and I wish every-
one health and prosperity in 
2021,” she added.

She grew up in York County, 
moving to Gloucester in 1978. 
She holds an associate’s de-
gree in applied science in 
electronic security systems, 
and is registered in several 
categories with the Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice. Fort-
ner is certified as an electron-
ics security technician.

Starbrite is located in Suite 
200 of the office building lo-
cated at 138 Main Street, 
Mathews.

MMaarrtthhaa  OOwweennss,,  Realtor   

FFrreeee  MMaarrkkeett  AAnnaallyyssiiss
66883344  CCoolleemmaann’’ss  CCrroossssiinngg  AAvveennuuee,,  SSttee  DD

HHaayyeess,,  VVAA  2233007722

CCeellll::  880044--338877--33224466

mmaarrtthhaaoowweennssrree@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm    
wwwwww..ppaattssyyhhaallllrreeaallttyy..ccoomm

Buying or Selling 
a Home? Call Me!
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CALL TODAY!
757-898-9200 and 1-866-532-3482

www.starlinggutters.com
• Financing Available 

 • Licensed and Insured

S GTARLING GUTTERIN
I N C O R P O R A T E D
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1975

The ONLY one-piece,
guaranteed 

clog-free gutter 
system.

LIFETIME Clean Out Warranty 
LIFETIME Labor Warranty • LIFETIME Material Warranty

Restrictions

apply.

LABOR50%
OFF

License

#2705086954 2009-2018 WINNER

Women in Business 

Country Cottage
Florist and Gourmet Sweets

Tim & Pam Sawyer
Owners

795 Rappahannock Drive
White Stone, VA 22578

804-435-3812
countrycottagews.net

Hogge Real Estate, Inc.
HOMES, WATERFRONT, COMMERCIAL RENTALS, FARMS

MAIN STREET, GLOUCESTER, VIRGINIA 23061
OFFICE: 804-693-2161     EVENINGS: 804-693-9717

Hogge Real Estate, Inc. 
A third generation, family owned & 

operated, hometown realty company. 
We can help with all your

real estate needs, 
specializing in homes, land,

waterfront, farms,
commercial sales & rentals,
and new home communities.  

Call Wendy Hogge • 804-815-2355

My Mom can relax now
that Starbrite is here!

SSTTAARRBBRRIITTEE SSEECCUURRIITTYY,,  IInncc..

MMAAIINNTTAAIINN YYOOUURR IINNDDEEPPEENNDDEENNCCEE
WWIITTHH AANN AALLAARRMM SSYYSSTTEEMM

Your full-service alarm company
Female owned & operated since 1991

DCJS #11-2456

880044--772255--33331133  OOffffiiccee                              880044--882244--44227711  CCeellll
FFOOSSTTEERR FFAAUULLKKNNEERR BBUUIILLDDIINNGG ••  138 Main St., Mathews C.H.

The Hester Real Estate Team

Leanne Hester
Gloucester resident Leanne 

Hester started her real es-
tate career in 2013 with Liz 
Moore & Associates in New-
port News. She has since es-
tablished her own team, The 
Hester Real Estate Team, and 
she loves what she does.

A full-time agent, Hester 
said she stays on top of all the 
new marketing trends as well 
as all legal aspects of the real 
estate business. She is pas-
sionate about her job, and has 
been earning awards as an 
agent since 2014. She said she 
can handle all types of needs 
for both buyers and sellers, 
from land, farms, and new 
construction to waterfront 
homes, investment proper-
ties, and military relocations.

“I’ve got your back every 
step of the way,” she said.

Hester said that finding new 
agents for a team can be diffi-
cult, but she has been blessed 
with her daughter, Elissa Hes-
ter, who was the first agent to 
join her and who “brings great 
new ideas and talents to the 
team.”

Randi Snyder, who worked 
for years as the company’s 
transaction coordinator, 
joined the Hester Team as a 
full-time agent in 2019, said 
Hester, adding, “She knows 
contracts inside and out and 
has lots to offer.”

Hester said that before be-
coming involved in real estate 
she had a career in marketing 
and travel logistics.

Elissa Hester
Gloucester resident Elissa 

Shay Hester, a member of 
The Hester Real Estate Team 
in Newport News since 2019, 
said humorously that she’s 
“been on the Hester team 
since the day I was born.”

Working with her mother 
Leanne, who established her 
own Hester Team at Liz Moore 
& Associates, Elissa Hester 
said her team’s business mod-
el is “We’ve got your Back!” 
The team offers a wide range 
of experience, she said, in-
cluding with residential prop-
erty, land, investors, rentals, 
foreclosures, and more. But 
beyond that, the team offers 
understanding and communi-
ty, giving back to the commu-
nity “that has so graciously 
supported us.”

Hester said that becoming 
a real estate agent isn’t easy. 
Besides passing the initial 
test and becoming self-sup-
porting, an agent has to con-
stantly learn and work in their 
client’s best interests, satisfy-
ing individual needs. She said 
it’s important to be a client’s 
backbone “to help reduce 
the stress and protect them 
through such an important 

Leanne Hester

Elissa Hester

Randi Snyder

transaction, no matter the 
price point.”

“Realtors act as guides and 
support systems who need 
to know more than just con-
tracts,” she said. “They must 
also know about home inspec-
tions, repairs, septic systems, 
wells, county rules and regu-
lations, surveys, appraisals 
and pricing, marketing, and 
so much more.”

Hester said she holds an 
associate’s degree in Arts 
and Science from Rappa- 

hannock Community College 
and studied for a bachelor’s 
in neuroscience at George 
Mason University. She gradu-
ated from Alpha College with 
a Realtor’s license in 2018.

Hester’s role model is her 
mother, who has created 
three successful businesses 
of her own “and continues 
to be the hardest worker I 
know.”

“She has always pushed for 
my success and has always 
been by my side and had my 
back,” said Hester. “Hence, 
our slogan.”

Randi Snyder
Randi Snyder offers resi-

dential real estate services as 
part of The Hester Real Estate 
Team in Newport News.

Snyder said her mission is 
to provide her clients with ex-
ceptional service while assist-
ing them with their real estate 
goals. She said she listens to 
their needs and responds in 
a timely fashion and offers 
information on market trends 
as well as “top-notch advertis-
ing and marketing support” in 
order to help her clients sell 
their homes quickly and find 
new homes.

A native of Griggstown, New 
Jersey, Snyder has a back-
ground in the tour and travel 
industry, as well as hotel sales 
and conference services. She 
said her background in hospi-
tality enabled her to success-
fully transition to real estate, 
which similarly requires skill-
ful negotiation and coordina-
tion of details.

“I provide the same high 
level of customer service and 
attention to detail,” she said, 
“with unwavering dedication 
to customer satisfaction.”

Snyder lives in Newport 
News with her husband, 
daughter, and two cats. In her 
spare time, she enjoys danc-
ing, singing, tennis, visiting 
historical sights, and “a good 
book.” She earned both an as-
sociate’s degree and a bach-
elor’s degree in business ad-
ministration, the former from 
Raritan Valley Community 
College and the latter from 
Rider University, both New 
Jersey institutions.

Country Cottage
Pam Sawyer started her 

full-service floral and gour-
met sweet shop business, 
Country Cottage, in White 
Stone in 1998. She special-
izes in custom designs, from 
flower arrangements for ev-
ery occasion to handmade 
gourmet chocolates and 
homemade fudge. She also 
offers gifts, cards, flags, and 
plants, along with a variety of 
ice cream creations featuring 
Hershey’s Ice Cream.

Balancing work and fam-
ily life “is always a struggle,” 
said Sawyer, and she had to 
work hard to build up her 
self-confidence to believe 
she could pull it all off. But 
the results of her efforts have 
not gone without notice. 
Country Cottage won “Best 
of Virginia” chocolatier for 
three years, she said, as well 
as “Best of the Rivah” for ice 
cream.

A high school graduate, 
Sawyer is originally from 
Newport News, but lived 
most of her life in Mathews. 
Before opening Country Cot-
tage, she worked with her 
husband’s delivery business, 
doing the paperwork, de-
livering product to grocery 
stores, and running a land-
scape business. She said her 
family has been very sup-
portive over the years, par-
ticularly her husband, Tim.

“He has been there for me 
every step of the way,” said 
Sawyer.

Hogge Real Estate

NN Popcorn Bag

Wendy Hogge, owner/
broker at Gloucester’s 
Hogge Real Estate is a 
third-generation Realtor. 
She has been selling real 
estate for over 35 years, 
serving real estate needs 
on the Middle Peninsula, 
Northern Neck, Yorktown 
and Williamsburg.

“We have a team of 
friendly and knowledge-
able agents who work hard 
for their buyers and sell-
ers,” Hogge said.

Working through hard 
times is nothing new for 
Hogge. “Working slow 
and steady through two 
recessions taught me a 
lot about obstacles,” she 
said. “Changing with the 
times in real estate is the 
key. The basics of listing 
and selling and creating 
transactions is an art that 
is mastered over 35 years 
of hard work.”

Born and raised in 
Gloucester, Hogge started 
working for Walter Jack-
son Jr., who was a real 
estate appraiser. “I did re-
search and he taught me 
values,” she said, adding 
that she earned her real 
estate license while work-
ing for Jackson.

Thomas Cushman start-

ed the real estate business, 
and her father E. Claiborne 
Hogge took it over from 
his father-in-law. Wendy 
Hogge took over running 
the business in 2005 when 
her father became ill.

Over the years, Hogge 
has received numerous 
awards, including Sales-
man of the Year. She has 
received several gold, plat-
inum, silver and diamond 
awards as well. She is a 
member of the Gloucester 
County Chamber of Com-
merce and the Gloucester 
Main Street Association. In 
addition to leading Hogge 
Real Estate, she is also ex-
ecutive vice president of 
Force Control Drive Inc., 
an energy company.

Terri Crowder has 
watched her business, 
Northern Neck Popcorn 
Bag, grow like … the vol-
ume of a kettle of corn 
starting to pop.

She established the com-
pany in Kilmarnock in 2016; 
opened a store on Main 
Street in Gloucester in June 
2018; and expanded to War-
saw in 2019.

The company offers 
handcrafted gourmet pop-
corn in more than 50 fla-
vors, as well as gifts and 
wedding favors and pop-
corn tins.

Crowder, who is from Co-
lonial Beach, said growing 
the business and building 
reliable teams are every-

day but tough challenges 
she has faced. Then came 
COVID-19. “COVID has 
been the biggest obstacle 
since we opened,” she said. 
Helping the company get 
through was being able to 
sell online through its web-
site.

Before establishing 
Northern Neck Popcorn 
Bag, Crowder had direct 
marketing businesses, 
worked in auto repair 
firms, and spent “a lot of 
years in software sales.” 
She studied in high school 
and had some college 
years along with complet-
ing many training courses 
for the industries she has 
worked in.

Crowder gives special 
credit to her son, Rob 
Brauning, who “is the CFO, 
operations manager, and 
production manager” of 
her company, and “has 
worked with me in the 
business for almost three 
years now, and has been an 
integral part of the growth” 
of Northern Neck Popcorn 
Bag.

Pam Sawyer Wendy Hogge

Terri Crowder

Next week!
More Women in Business
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ADVENTISTS
GLOUCESTER SEVENTH DAY 
ADVENTISTS
SATURDAYS at 7314 Main Street, Gloucester, 
VA 23061 Sabbath School 9:30 a.m.; Worship 
11 a.m. 757-814-5285

ANGLICAN 
ST. JAMES ANGLICAN CHURCH
6124 Abingdon Glebe Lane-Gloucester  
80-4824-9552
(off Hwy. 17 behind Ken  Houtz Chevrolet)
Services: Sunday 10:00 AM
stjamesgloucester.com___________________
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN MISSION
Ancient Faith - Common Prayer
Father Jason Hess, Rector
Service: SUNDAY, 10:00 AM - Live Stream Only
*Live Streaming at  
www.fb.com/MathewsAnglican
15661 John Clayton Memorial Hwy. 
Mathews, VA 23109
804-413-1718
www.MathewsAnglican.org

ASSEMBLY 
OF GOD
LIGHTHOUSE
Reverend Kenneth F. Cramer
4299 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy.
Hayes, VA 23072
804-642-2752 • 804-642-4018 Fax
www.LightHouseVA.Life
Services: SUNDAY, Prayer at 9 a.m.;  
Worship Service 10 a.m.; WEDNESDAY, 
7 p.m. Family Ministries

BAPTIST
BEECH GROVE  BAPTIST CHURCH
Richard Croxton, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHOOL, 10 a.m. 
SUNDAY WORSHIP, 11 a.m. 
4073 Cedar Bush Rd. Hayes, VA___________________
BEULAH BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Tom Cohick
Services: SUNDAY, Sunday School 10 a.m.;  
Worship Service 11 a.m.___________________
CHURCH OF THE LIVING WORD
8144 Tidemill Road, Hayes, 642-9612
Building A Victorious Church That Lives The 
Word Through The Power Of Jesus Christ
Bishop Gregory and Pastor Eunice Woodard
Services: SUNDAY, 10:00 a.m. Worship; 11 
a.m. Children’s Church; WEDNESDAY,  
7 p.m. Prayer/Bible Study (Adults and Youth)  
FRIDAY, 6 p.m. Intercessory Prayer. 
THE CHURCH OF LOVEwww.churchoftheliv-
ingword.net___________________
FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Werlie Hendrix, Pastor
17448 John Clayton Memorial Hwy.
 824-4347
Services: SUNDAY, Sunday School for all ages 
at 9:30 a.m., Worship Service 10:45 a.m. Sunday 
Family Night, Bible Study for all ages 6 p.m. 
“Faith Feels Like Family”  
Affiliated with the Southern Baptist 
Conservatives of Virginia
www.faithbaptistfamily.com___________________
GLOUCESTER POINT BAPTIST
Pastor Ray P. “Bud” Goude, Jr.
7741 Terrapin Cove Rd., Glou. Pt.
804-642-2555 • www.gloptbaptist.org
Services: SUNDAY, Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; 
Worship, 11 a.m.; C.A.R.E. ministry at 2 p.m. 
WEDNESDAYS: Youth Dinner and Worship 5:30 
p.m., Children and adult Bible Studies 6:30 p.m.; 
7:30 choir practice; FRIDAY:  9:30 a.m. Seniors’

GWYNN’S ISLAND 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Ed Jordan, Pastor • 725-2384
Services: SUNDAY 9:45 Sunday School;  
11 a.m. Worship (Nursery provided); 6:30 
p.m. Bible Study;  WEDNESDAY;  
Choir practice at 7:30 p.m. 
“Serving the Lord by Serving Others”___________________
HIGHWAY TO HEAVEN
BIKER CHURCH
DAV Bldg. Chapter 58
6265 Professional Dr.  
Gloucester, Va. 23061
Sunday Mornings:  
Fellowship 9:00a.m.,
Service 9:30-10:30a.m.
See our Facebook page___________________
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
Foster, Va. 23056 • 804-725-5416 
Rev. Everett Hughes • 804-725-3032
 revevhughes@yahoo.com
Services: SUNDAY,  9:45 a.m. Sunday School; 
11 a.m. Preaching.___________________
MATHEWS BAPTIST CHURCH
Hudgins, VA , 804-725-3707
Rev. Brian E. Kramer, Pastor
Services: SUNDAY, In-person Worship, 9 AM 
Contemporary; 11 AM Traditional. The contem-
porary service is also available on the Mathews 
Baptist YouTube Channel and an audio copy 
of the traditional service upon request. Sunday 
School and family meals have been suspended 
until further notice. For more information, call 
the church office. 
www.mathewsbaptistchurch.com___________________
SPRING HILL BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Ross Davis, Pastor
Cobbs Creek, Va. 804-725-3500
Services: SUNDAY, 10 a.m. Sunday School; 11 
a.m. Morning Worship. THURSDAY, 6:30 p.m. 
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting, 7:30 p.m. 
Choir Practice.___________________
UNION BAPTIST CHURCH
9254 Guinea Rd., Hayes, VA 23072
Located next to Achilles Elementary School
Church Office: 804-642-2332  
Rev. Jared Berry, Pastor
E-mail: laura.t@unionbaptistchurch.net
www.unionbaptistchurch.net
Services: SUNDAY 9:45 a.m. Sunday School; 
11 a.m. Church Service; WEDNESDAY: 6:30pm, 
Adult Bible Study and Prayer; UBC Kids Crew  
(k-5th grade), OUTWARD Youth  (6th-12th grade)
MON & THUR; Food Ministry,  9-10:30 a.m.
SATURDAY; Kickball, 10-11:30 a.m. (k-5th grade)___________________
ZION POPLARS BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Vincent Haley, Associate Minister
693-4821 • 7000 T.C. Walker Road, Gloucester
Sunday School 10 am; Worship 11 am;  
Bible  Study Wednesday 7 pm. 

 CHURCH 
OF CHRIST
GLOUCESTER CHURCH OF CHRIST
2432 Hayes Road, Hayes •  642-6050
SERVICES: Sunday, Bible Class, 10 a.m.,  
Worship 11 a.m., and 2 p.m. WEDNESDAY, 
Mid-week Bible Study, 7 p.m.

CHURCH 
OF GOD
LIVING WATERS CHURCH
“A Church of New Beginnings”
Pastor David Hinsen
2061 Windsor Rd., Dutton, VA 23050
Worship Services: 10:30 am Sunday & 7 pm Wed.
Increasing Faith • Imparting Hope 
Modeling Love

CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCHES
SEVERN CHURCH
Rev. Bill West, Pastor, 693-3937
Since 1884, Off Hwy. 17 at White Marsh to 
Naxera, Robins Neck
SUNDAY, Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Worship 11:00 a.m. 
WEDNESDAY, Bible Study 7 p.m.,
Choir Practice, 7:45 p.m.

EPISCOPAL
ABINGDON  EPISCOPAL CHURCH
The Reverend Sven L. vanBaars, Rector
5645 George Washington Memorial Highway
PO Box 82
White Marsh, VA 23183
804-693-3035
www.abingdonchurch.org
7:45 am Holy Eucharist: Rite II
11:00 am Holy Eucharist: Rite II Live streamed 
from Facebook and YouTube
All are Welcome!___________________
KINGSTON  EPISCOPAL PARISH
Mathews, Virginia 804-725-2175
The Very Rev. Gary J. Barker, Rector
Email: kingstonparish@verizon.net
Worship Service: Spiritual Communion Rite II 
online via Facebook and YouTube, available 
the prior Saturday evening. Coffee Hour Sun-
day on Zoom at 10:30 a.m. For  ID and pass 
code call the church office.___________________
WARE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
The Rev. Scott Parnell, Rector
7825 John Clayton Memorial Hwy
PO Box 616, Gloucester VA 23061
804.693.3821 | www.warechurch.org
Office hours: by appointment at this time.
Sunday Worship: Virtually through the church 
website.

FULL GOSPEL
CORNERSTONE  
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
2243 Buckley Hall Rd.  Cobbs Creek, VA 23035
Chris Morgan, Pastor. 725-9145
Services: SUNDAY 10am Morning Worship
Ablaze Youth doors open on Sunday at 9:30
no wednesday services for youth
WEDNESDAY Healing Center 10-11am.
7pm. Midweek Service; RESONATE Youth 
Service 7pm; Nursery & Children’s Ministry 
provided for all services. Website: gocfc.com

LUTHERAN
APOSTLES LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Reverend Jeniffer N. Tillman, Pastor
Main Street at Fox Mill Run Estates
Gloucester, 693-9098
www.apostles-elca.org
Sunday Service: 9:30 AM via Zoom 
See website for details
We are Apostles LOVE BOLDLY! Join us!

NON-
DENOMINATIONAL
GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
Pastor R. Ashley Gibson
804-693-3533
9577 George Washington Memorial Hwy, 
Box 105, Ark, VA 23003
9:45 AM Sunday School classes for all ages
11:00 AM Sunday Worship Service
6:00 PM Sunday evening Bible Study
6:30 PM Wednesday evening prayer service

KINGDOM COVENANT 
MINISTRIES
Kingdom Covenant Ministries
Apostle Steve A. Forrest Sr.
804-815-4735 or 804-221-2670
Thursdays 7pm bible study
worship service Sundays 10:30
827 Ridge Road, Cobbs Creek, Va. 23035
kcovenant18@gmail.com___________________ 
NEW HOPE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Prophetess Cheryl Forrest, Pastor 
387 Church St, (THMS) Mathews
P.O. Box 21, Cobb’s Creek VA 23035
804-362-2220 - newhopecc88.com___________________
TABERNACLE OF FAITH
7028 Woodsville Road, Hayes
804-684-9373
SUNDAY SERVICE: 11 am; Kingdom Prepa-
ration Teaching classes are held at 10 a.m.; 
Intercessory prayer is 6-7 p.m. every Wednes-
day. Bible study is 7 to 8 pm every Thursday 
at the church.

PRESBYTERIAN 
GRACE COVENANT  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
6470 Main St., Gloucester, VA
Dr. Douglas Nagel, Pastor
693-2071, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. daily.
E-mail: becky@gracecovenant.us
To see activities go to website:   
gracecovenant.us
Schedule: Sunday School, 9:15 am;  
Worship, 10:30am___________________
GROVES MEMORIAL  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
9117 Glass Road, P. O. Box 1263, Hayes VA
Ph: 804-642-9698
Rev. Michael Condrey, Interim-Pastor
Sunday School 9 a.m.  / Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
www.grovesmemchu

ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH OF FRANCIS DE SALES
Rt. 647, Lover’s Lane, Mathews Court House
Father Gerry Kaggwa
Spring Schedule: Sunday Mass 11 a.m.
Weekday Mass: 9 a.m. Tues. & Fri.
Holy Day Mass: 5:30 p.m.
Worship, 10:30am___________________
CHURCH OF ST. THERESE
6262 Main Street • Gloucester, VA 23061
804-693-5939 • Father Gregory Kandt
Weekend Masses: 
5 PM Saturday, 8 & 10:30 AM Sunday; 
Holy Day Mass: 12:00 and 7:00 pm; 
Faith Formation: K-8 at 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.
9-12 at 6:00 to 8:00

THE CHURCH OF 
JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS
GLOUCESTER WARD
6846 Short Lane, Gloucester
Sunday Service: 10:00 am
Visitors Welcome
www.comeuntochrist.org  /  804-384-3765

UNITED
METHODIST
BETHANY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
1860 Hayes Rd., Old Rt. 17, Glou. Pt., VA, 
Rev. Mike Derflinger, Pastor, 642-2110
www.bethanyumc-gp.org
Services: SUNDAY, Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.; 
Worship, 8:30 & 11 a.m.; Nursery provided

BEULAH UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
New Point, VA
Rev. Dede Parrish, Pastor • 725-2775
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.___________________
CENTRAL UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
121 Church Street, Mathews, VA
Rev. John Choi, 725-3332
Services: SUNDAY, 10 a.m., Sunday School; 
8:30 a.m. Early Worship and Fellowship Time; 
11 a.m. Worship Service with nursery provided.

___________________
LOCUST GROVE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Booker Brown
804-725-3504 /  cell: 804-513-9258
Rt. 3, Dutton
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.; 
Nursery provided, Children’s Church, elevator___________________
MATHEWS CHAPEL UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
Rt. 198; P.O. Box 125, Cobbs Creek, VA
www.mathewschapelumc.org
Brett Isernhagen 
804-725-9275
Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.; Worship - 11 am  
Children’s Church;  Nursery Provided___________________
OLIVE BRANCH
12403 Harcum Road, Gloucester, VA 23061 
Phone : 804.693.3754 
Sunday Worship 9:30 am___________________
SALEM UMC
11408 Salem Church Rd, Glouc., VA 23061
Between Turks Ferry Rd and Hunny Pot Ln
(804) 693-3754 • umc.org 
Sunday Worship 11:00 am ___________________
SINGLETON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
5869 Ware Neck Rd., Schley, VA
Rev. Calvin Griffin • 804-693-3811
Worship service 11 a.m.; Congregational 
Sunday School at 9:45 in the church annex.
  “We are workers together with God!”
www.singletonumc.0rg
http://singletonumcblog.wordpress.com 
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CENTRAL UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

Est. 1873
Central is friendly and welcoming.

Originally founded to be a church cen-
trally located in the County, we now
serve as a resource for many community
activities. Our ministry is to people of all
ages and backgrounds. We are generous
with our time, service and money for
local missions, and for missions through-
out our worldwide United Methodist con-
nection.

Reedswood Church launches ReHome ministry
BY MELANY SLAUGHTER

Reedswood Christian Church, 
located on Meredith Drive in 
Gloucester, recently launched its 
outreach ministry called ReHome.

According to the ministry’s mission 
statement, the purpose of the program 
“is to reach those that are restarting 
their lives on the Middle Peninsula. 
Once they have established housing, 
our goal is to outfit their house and 
help to turn it into a home with the 
comforts and necessities that often 
go unnoticed and overlooked.”

Andrea Anderson, communications 
director for the church, thought of 
the idea when her friend wrote that 
she was thankful for trash bags last 
Thanksgiving season. Anderson was 
perplexed by this and her friend 
told her that she had to go without 
trash bags for more than a year when 
she had to start her life over from 
scratch. Her friend told her that trash 
bags cost the same as cereal, milk 
and other necessities and she had to 
make the choice.

“You don’t think about trash bags 
being a luxury item,” said Anderson. 

Trash bags, cleaning products and 
other necessities are usually not seen 
as luxury items, but it often is for 
people who have to start over from 
nothing, for whatever reason. She said 
that Gloucester is a great community 
with people always willing to help, 
especially when someone loses their 
house to a fire. She has seen people 
donate furniture, clothing and food 
to these people in need but she has 
observed that little items like towels 
and dish soap are often overlooked.

Seeing a need in the community, 
Anderson brought this idea to her 
church’s mission team and it was 
approved. Currently, she is storing 
all donations in a large room in her 
house since the church does not have 
storage space.

ReHome’s long-term vision “is 
to have a fully-stocked home or 
warehouse for every person that 
needs items both for reestablishing a 
house and for those that need extra 
help during difficult times.”

Anderson said she hopes that the 
ministry will be able to start giving to 
clients by the summer.

Items that ReHome is currently 

accepting include silverware, serving 
utensils, pots, pans, plates, bowls, 
cups, mugs, mixing bowls, dish soap, 
dishwasher soap, trash cans, trash 
bags, dish rags, drying racks, towels, 
sheets of all sizes, lamps, tables, 
oscillating fans, laundry soap, mops, 
brooms, dust pans, shampoo and 
conditioner, bath soap, body wash, 
wash cloths, new pillows, pillow 
cases, cleaning supplies, coffee 
makers, new food seasonings, pens, 
paper, notepads and folding tables 
and chairs.

The ministry cannot accept 
furniture, mattresses, food products 
(other than seasonings), decor items 
or clothing.

To make a secure monetary 
donation, visit rwood.cc/ReHome. 
Item donations can be given to the 
church. ReHome also just launched 
its Facebook page.

According to ReHome’s mission 
statement, it “values people from all 
walks of life. In reaching people, we 
will show Christ’s love in all that we 
do for all His people.” 

MELANY SLAUGHTER / GAZETTE-JOURNAL 

Andrea Anderson, communications director 
for Reedswood Christian Church in Gloucester, 
recently founded the ReHome ministry at the 
church.

THURSDAY, MARCH 4, 2021
Read Revelation 21:1-4

The psalmist said, “You have kept 
count of my tossings; put my tears in 
your bottle. Are they not in your re-
cord?”                     -Psalm 56:8 (NRSV)

When I think of God’s blessings, I 
think of family, friends, sunshine, or 
even my morning cup of coffee. Un-
til recently, I never considered tears 
a blessing. For the past three years I 
have struggled with one son’s cancer, 
another son’s diminishing eyesight, 
and, finally, the loss of my husband of 
58 years. Through it all I found I was 
unable to cry. I kept everything within 

me—like a heavy weight attached to 
my ribs. I had always been private with 
my tears, but now I couldn’t cry at all. 
Finally, after the death of my husband, 
I have begun to cry. It happens unex-
pectedly, at odd moments; sometimes 
just a trickle, sometimes seemingly 
endless sobs. But whether my tears 
flow like a stream or a waterfall, they 
leave me refreshed, with the weight 
in my chest becoming lighter and my 
spirit cleansed.

As we walk through life, we often 
miss blessings hidden in calamities. 
But while tears can blur our vision, 
they can also clarify our sight to reveal 

new truths. Perhaps we can see our 
way to reach out to someone in pain. 
I believe that when we have walked 
through pain and grief, we may be the 
only ones able to see clearly another 
person walking the same path—and 
there our tears can meet. Truly, tears 
can be God’s blessing for this life.

PRAYER: Dear Jesus, because you 
also wept, you understand our tears. 
Thank you. Amen.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
God can renew my spirit through my 

tears.
-Eleanor Cowles (Oregon)

TODAY’S MEDITATION|
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Advertising is the
most effective and

economical idea to help
build your business. With
the right kind of local
newspaper advertising
program, you can attract
prospects right where

they live, who are ready,
willing and able

to buy. 
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Services 
announced 

by local 
churches

Special services and other ac-
tivities in churches this week in-
clude the following:

ABINGDON EPISCOPAL
Abingdon Episcopal Church, 

White Marsh, will hold Holy Eu-
charist in the parking lot at 7:45 
a.m. Sunday, weather permit-
ting. The 11 a.m. service will be 
livestreamed on Facebook and 
YouTube. To receive a bulletin 
of the order of service, email 
the church at admin@abing-
donchurch.org.

Tune into the Wabingston 
Clergy Klatch for exploration 
of the texts by the rectors of 
Abingdon, Kingston and Ware. 
The podcast can be found on 
Spotify and YouTube. Call the 
church office 804-693-3035 for 
more information.

APOSTLES LUTHERAN
While physical worship ser-

vices at Apostles Lutheran 
Church, Gloucester, are sus-
pended, the third Sunday in 
Lent worship service will be 
held via Zoom at 9:30 a.m. Sun-
day. Children’s chapel will be 
held via Zoom at 3 p.m.; individ-
uals can email office.apostles@
gmail.com for an invitation.

A Lenten mid-week Holy 
Communion service will be 
held at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
via Zoom. Invitations to the 
worship service and the mid-
week service will be sent to the 
congregation via email and 
can also be accessed on the 
church’s website at apostles-
elca.org. 

BELLAMY UNITED METHODIST 
Bellamy United Methodist 

Church, Gloucester, will offer in-
person worship and celebrate 
the third Sunday in Lent. Holy 
Communion will be celebrated 
during worship. Safety proto-
cols will be in place such as the 
requirement for face masks and 
a health screening at the door. 

Weekly devotions remain 
available on the Bellamy UMC 
Facebook page and worship 
services can also be found. 

BETHEL BAPTIST
Bethel Baptist Church, 

Gloucester, continues to hold 
its worship services online or 
conference call. The sermon 
title of the Rev. Dr. Leonard 
Chapman, former pastor of 
Morning Glory Baptist Church, 
at noon Sunday will be “An Op-
portune Time.” The service can 
be accessed by logging onto 
https://global.gotomeeting.
com/join/929136757. You can 
also call 1-312-757-3121 and 
use access code: 929-136-757#. 
Sunday school will start at 10 
a.m. using the same access in-
formation and Wednesday Bible 
study will be held at 7 p.m.

BETHEL UNITED METHODIST
Bethel United Methodist 

Church, Onemo, will hold Bible 
study groups on “Prophet of 
Deliverance” at 10:05 a.m. Sun-
day. At 10:50, the worship ser-
vice will begin. All health guide-
lines for face covering, social 
distancing and health forms 
apply.

Non-perishable items are be-
ing collected for an Easter bas-
ket food collection for Hands 
Across Mathews. 

During the Lenten season the 
church has been asked to pray 
each day at noon for all people 
who are in need.

CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST
Central United Methodist 

Church, Mathews, will hold its 
service at 9:15 a.m. Sunday. 
Those attending are asked to 
wear face coverings, and so-
cial distancing is observed. The 
service will be livestreamed on 
the church’s YouTube channel, 
which can be accessed through 
the church’s homepage at 
www.centralumcmathews.org. 

CHURCH OF THE LIVING WORD
The sermon title of Lead Pas-

tor Melvin Epps of Church of 
the Living Word, Hayes, at 10 
a.m. Sunday will be “Like Jesus.”

The Gospel of St. Mark will be 
the topic for the 6 p.m. Wednes-
day Bible study via Zoom.  

THE CHURCH OF THE VISITATION 
The Church of the Visitation, 
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HODGES & BRYANT, INC.
Heating, Electric, Plumbing and Whirlpool

Appliances, Air Conditioning
Gloucester, Va.

804-693-2102

CARPETS • VINYLS • WALLPAPER
Your One-Stop Decorating Store

Debby Lockwood
804-693-2372 Gloucester

Rt. 17 S.,  
Gloucester, VA 

804-693-2100
VA DLR

HERBERT CLEMENTS
& SONS, INC.

Plumbing - Heating & A/C
6558 Belroi Road, Glou.      

804-693-3617
H.F. (Frankie) Clements, Pres.  J.D. Clements, V.P.

Route 17,Gloucester   804-693-2828   1-800-693-2828

Andrews Funeral
Home, Inc.

7192 Main St., Gloucester, VA

804-693-2366
MONUMENTS

KEN HOUTZ
CHEVROLET - BUICK  INC.
6404 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy.

Gloucester 

804-693-2300

TThheessee  llooccaall  bbuussiinneesssseess  eennccoouurraaggee  yyoouu  ttoo  aatttteenndd  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  ooff  yyoouurr  cchhooiiccee..

Moughons Inc.
Main St., Mathews

804-725-2600

804-693-3434
Edgehill Town Center 

Gloucester

State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Tom Wilke Insurance

Agency  Inc.
Tom Wilke, Agent
Bus. 804-642-6495 • Fax 804-642-3907 
• www.tomwilke.com
Abingdon Office Park, Rt. 17, Hayes

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there®

Quinn Motors, Inc.
Rt. 17 Gloucester  

www.quinnmotors.com  

804-693-2408

MMAATTHHEEWWSS PPHHAARRMMAACCYY
Lynette Glockner, R.Ph. • Owner

880044--772255--22555566
10858 Buckley Hall Rd., Mathews

OLDSMOBILE    PONTIAC   
H WY 17, NORTH BOX 876

GLOUCESTER, VIRGINIA 23061

693-2828 or 1-800-693-2828

Hayes                      Mathews
804-642-2166         804-725-9020

3968 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Ordinary, Va. 23131
804-695-0660

www.automaxofgloucester.com

AUTO MAX  
OOFF  GGLLOOUUCCEESSTTEERR
HHOOMMEE  OOFF  EEXXTTRRAA  

““OORRDDIINNAARRYY””  WWAARRRRAANNTTYY

TThheessee  llooccaall  bbuussiinneesssseess
eennccoouurraaggee  yyoouu  

ttoo  aatttteenndd  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  ooff
yyoouurr  cchhooiiccee..

TThheessee  llooccaall  bbuussiinneesssseess
eennccoouurraaggee  yyoouu  

ttoo  aatttteenndd  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  ooff
yyoouurr  cchhooiiccee..

SSeerrvviinngg  GGlloouucceesstteerr  ffoorr  4422  yyeeaarrss

CCaallll  FF..AA..  CCootttteeee
SSaanndd  &&  GGrraavveell,,  IInncc..
FFiillll  SSaanndd  --  FFiillll  DDiirrtt

BBeeaacchh  SSaanndd
••TToopp  SSooiill  --  SSccrreeeenneedd  
••  RReeccyycclleedd  AAsspphhaalltt

880044--772255--88775511

SS880044--669955--22999999
66772211  GGeeoo..  WWaasshh..  MMeemm..  HHwwyy..,, GGlloouu..

MM--TThh  33--77  FFrrii..--SSuunn..  1122--77

YYOORRKKVVIIEEWW
AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS
22440066  JJaaccqquueelliinnee  DDrriivvee

HHaayyeess,,  VVaa  2233007722

880044--664422--55117733

22886622  GGeeoo..  WWaasshh..  MMeemm..  HHwwyy..  ••  HHaayyeess,,  VVAA  
880044--664422--44995500    wwwwww..bboobbbbyyssaauuttoosseerrvviicceeccttrr..ccoomm                                            

Bobby Polk / OWNER
CENTER

AUTO SERVICE
Bobby’s

Paul W. Pruitt • 757-707-0266 • www.pruittauto.com
3905 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Hayes

across from Susanna Wesley United Methodist Church

GLOUCESTER PHARMACY
Walter Reed Plaza
7453 Hargett Road - Box 9
Gloucester, VA 23061
804-694-5815
804-695-0216 fax

804-642-2980
www.mikestireandauto.com

Full Service Automotive & Light Truck Repair

6553 Main Street, Gloucester
804.210.1417              www.lulubirds.com

Keyvan Behnam, Chef/Owner

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1971

GLOUCESTER-SOUTHSIDE
INSURANCE AGENCY,

A TOWNE INSURANCE COMPANY

Serving the Middle Peninsula Since 1927

6571 Main Street, Gloucester

804-693-3502
Alvin (Jay) McGlohn 

Hope In-Home Care
Companion & Personal Care

Aide Services
Quality care in the comfort of your home
Serving in eight counties since 2007!
Call for a FREE nursing assessment

804-824-9232
6762 Main St., Gloucester, VA

Give Us A Try Before You Buy!

•GMC

Faulkner Funeral Homes 
& Cremation Services

“Celebrate Every Life”
Foster-Faulkner Chapel - Mathews, VA -804-725-2141 
Bristow-Faulkner Chapel - Saluda, VA - 804-758-2315

Marks-Bristow Chapel - Tappahannock, VA - 804-443-2210

BALLARD & SERIO CPAs

“Let the peace of Our Lord be
with you always”

804-693-4711
6388 Fleming Rilee Lane

Gloucester, VA 23016

2513 George Washington Memorial Hwy.
Hayes, VA 23072

804-642-3882

Providing Affordable Care!
Personal Care and

Companionship
804.210.1333

www.home-careassociates.com

804-642-2330  
Rt. 17, Gloucester Point  

Rt. 33                    804-785-6300               

NICK’S
SPAGHETTI & STEAK HOUSE
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Water Treatment & Plumbing Services
804-693-7294

www.WaterProInc.com

Amory Funeral Home Inc.
75 Years of Dedicated Service

757-898-5722
Locally owned since 1979

amoryfuneralhome.com
410 Grafton Dr., Yorktown, VA

• JEWELRY
• GIFTS
• APPAREL
804-694-3100

Find us on
6630 Main St., Gloucester, VA

Heating & Cooling Services

804-725-9147
Serving Gloucester & the 

surrounding areas!
cooksheatandcool.com

FFoorr  qquueessttiioonnss  aanndd  ttoo  aaddvveerrttiissee  oonn  tthhiiss  ppaaggee  ccoonnttaacctt  MMeettaa  11--443344--229933--44770099  oorr  mmeettaa@@kkwwnneewwss..ccoomm

6643 Main Street  Gloucester, VA 23061

804-693-3494

Daily Bible Readings

©2021 Keister-Williams Newspaper Services, P.O. Box 8187, Charlottesville, VA 22906, www.kwnews.com

Scriptures Selected by the American Bible Society  z  Daily Devotional at DailyBible.AmericanBible.org

Psalm 
36

Psalm
79

Psalm
80

Psalm
84

Psalm
85

Psalm
86

1 Kings
3:1-15

Man dreamed of �ying long before 
the Wright brothers �nally achieved 
success. A�er innumerable attempts, 
they succeeded where others had failed. 
What faith they must have had to 
believe that they could do what no man 
had done! We all have the potential 
to do great things. We must use the 
gi�s God has given us and have faith 
in His Word. Worship this week and 
meet others who will encourage and 
counsel you…you will �nd the faith to 
�y toward your dream.

HAVING THE FAITH
to �y

Bigstockphoto/Elenarts

HURD’S

804-776-9241
Find us on Facebook!

Marine supplies,
generators & appliances
17342 General Puller Hwy, Deltaville, VA

GROVER'S
•Auto Repair                •Complete Car Service
•State Inspection                  •Custom Exhaust

•4-Wheel Alignment
GROVER BERGDOLL

MathSews, Va.                     
Bus. 804-725-7129     Nite 804-366-3314

Specializing in all Gas, Wood and Pellet
Appliance Sales and Installations 

Call us for:  
Dryer vent cleanings • Chimney caps 

Relining • Masonry repairs • Inspections for
real estate sales or insurance claims  

• Gas logs  • Water proofing, roof repairs

35 years locally family 
owned and operated

Great customer reviews and No.1
contractor on Home Advisor

804-693-2859    
www.oldetownsweep.com

Generac & Kohler Generator Sales and Service
757-768-7147

24-Hour Emergency Service
8157 Sheffield Dr., Gloucester                                            www.asburyelectric.com
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Spreading joy
The youth of First Baptist Church, Ordinary, and First Morning Star Baptist Church, 
Bena, made Valentine’s Day cards for the residents of Walter Reed Convalescent 
Center. Treat bags were also given to be distributed. Here, Madison Barrineau, a 
concierge at Walter Reed, received the gifts.

CHURCH SERVICES|
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Hartfield, will celebrate Third 
Stations of the Cross and have 
soup at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday.

EMMANUEL  UNITED METHODIST
Emmanuel United Methodist 

Church, Bohannon, will hold in-
person worship at 11 a.m. Sun-
day. The sermon title of Pastor 
Jennifer Mercer will be “Fools 
for Christ.” All attending must 
wear face coverings and social 
distancing is observed. A short 
health form needs to be filled 
out prior to the service or at 
the door. 

“Good News Food Pantry” 
is available to all just outside 
of the church. Take what you 
need, leave what you can, a re-
lease said.

FIRST BAPTIST, ORDINARY
The virtual sermon title of 

Pastor Ward Warren of First 
Baptist Church, Ordinary, will 
be “Faith Makes the Difference.” 
Sunday school begins at 9 a.m.

Wednesday will be Holy 
Communion at 6:30 p.m.  For 
Zoom and dial-in info, call Dea-
con Albert Ali at 804-642-3109.

FIRST MORNING STAR BAPTIST
The Rev. Mack Parham will 

be the guest minister at the 
11 a.m. teleconference wor-
ship service on Sunday in First 
Morning Star Baptist Church, 
Bena. To join the teleconfer-
ence dial 804-256-2475.

GRACE COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN
The sermon title at the 10:30 

a.m. Sunday service in Grace 
Covenant Presbyterian Church, 
Gloucester, will be “This is Your 
Final Warning.” The Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper will be cel-
ebrated. One can worship on-
line and in person.

GROVES MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN
The sermon title of the Rev. 

Michael Condrey of Groves Me-
morial Presbyterian Church, 
Glass, at 10 a.m. Sunday will be 
“My Father’s House.”

GWYNN’S ISLAND BAPTIST
Gwynn’s Island Baptist 

Church will hold a drive-in ser-
vice at 10 a.m. Sunday around 
the gazebo across from the 
church. Parking will begin at 
9:30. The sermon topic of Dr. Ed 
Jordan, pastor, will be “Orphans 
No More!” Autumn Jenkins and 
Gary Hudgins will provide spe-
cial music.

 KINGSTON EPISCOPAL PARISH
Kingston Episcopal Parish, 

Mathews, will celebrate Sunday 
Spiritual Communion Rite I 
online on its Facebook and 
YouTube sites available Satur-
day evenings. Coffee hour will 
be held via Zoom at 11:30 a.m. 
on Sundays. The ID and pass-
code can be obtained from the 
church office at 804-725-2175.

The Wabingston Clergy 
Klatch Bible Study is every Sat-

urday morning, also on Face-
book and YouTube. The Bible 
class “The Great Communica-
tor: God” continues at 4 p.m. 
Mondays via Zoom with the 
readings posted the previous 
Wednesday on Facebook. 

MATHEWS BAPTIST
Mathews Baptist Church, 

Hudgins, offers in-person ser-
vices: contemporary at 9 a.m. 
(also on online) and traditional 
at 11 a.m. (also on CD upon re-
quest). The sermon title of the 
Rev. Brian Kramer, pastor, will 
be “The Rock in the Road to the 
Cross, Who do You Say I Am?”

NEW POINT FRIENDS
The sermon title of the Rev. 

Thomas Bunting, pastor of New 
Point Friends Church, at its 11 
a.m. Sunday service will be 
“Harvest Time.” 

NEWINGTON BAPTIST
The sermon title of Pastor 

Mike Gray of Newington Bap-
tist Church, Gloucester, at 10:30 
a.m. Sunday will be “Remind-
ers of our Future.” Children 
ages four through the fifth 
grade have the option of go-
ing to KidsWorship, a special 
time of worship, learning, fun, 
and snack during part of the 
adult worship service. Watch 
and chat with others on New-
ington’s Facebook page as the 
Sunday service is livestreamed 
at 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday evenings there is 
something for everyone from 
6:30-8. For K-5th grade, Kidz-
life, a discipleship program 
with lessons, games, snacks, 
and activities; 6-12th grades 
are welcomed at COR3 Youth, a 
ministry designed for students 
and their families to stimulate 
spiritual development both 
within and outside the home 
environment. Older teens and 
adults come to study Hebrews 
with Mr. Gray or join the choir 
to prepare a special program 
for Easter.

Masks are required and so-
cial distancing is observed at all 
church events.

OLIVE BRANCH UNITED METHODIST 
The sermon title of the Rev. 

Ann Tang of Olive Branch 
United Methodist Church, 
Gloucester, at the 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday in-person service will 
be “The Foolishness of the 
Cross.” A virtual option will be 
available at 10:30 on its Face-
book page for Olive Branch 
United Methodist Church, 
Gloucester.

The Rev. Tang will lead a 
Wednesday Lenten Bible study 
at 10:30 a.m. on Facebook. 

Facebook daily prayer will be 
held during Lent for our coun-
try, state by state and territory 
by territory, and will end the 
40 days of prayer by praying 
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BRIDGE BITES
by Brian Gunnell

E-W Vulnerable
South   West     North    East
2♣        2♦         Pass     Pass
4♠        All Pass

2♣ was artificial and
strong, and South wound
up in 4♠.  Looking at all
four hands it is not difficult
to see how E-W can defeat
this contract, but how
many E-W pairs would find
the winning defense at the
table?
On opening lead, West did
not see much future in

Diamonds, so he went
after a ruff or two by lead-
ing his singleton Heart.
East won her Ace and
Declarer, being a shifty
sort of fellow, dropped the
King in an attempt to
muddy the waters for the
defense.  That gave East
pause for thought, as she
wondered whether West
had led from ♥Q73.
Eventually East decided
that Declarer’s King was
probably flim-flam, so she
returned a Heart for West
to ruff.  But which Heart?
The winning defense after
the ruff was, of course, for
West to underlead his ♦A,
getting East in to provide a
second ruff.  But how was
West to know that East’s
entry was the ♦K and not
the ♣A?  The answer was

in the Heart led back by
East at Trick 2.  A low
Heart would say “Return a
Club” (the lower-ranking
suit), and a high Heart
would say “Return a
Diamond” (the higher-rank-
ing suit, which is
Diamonds as trumps are
not part of this equation).
A middling Heart would
indicate no preference.
So, should East return the
Heart Nine?  No, the Nine
might be ambiguous, bet-
ter to hit Partner over the
head with a signal which is
as loud and clear as possi-
ble.  That would be the
Jack!  West ruffs that and
there is no mistaking
East’s intentions.  The ♦A
is underled to East’s King,
then a second ruff, and
Declarer is down one.

CROSSWORD

Loud and clear

♠ 542
♥ 3
♦ AQJ742
♣ 732

♠ 97
♥ AJ962
♦ K6
♣ T864

♠ AKQJ63
♥ KQ7
♦ 8
♣ AK9

♠ T8
♥ T854
♦ T953
♣ QJ5

North
West             East

Declarer

Talking about race
The Rev. Dr. Melissa Mason of North, member of the Mathews County Board of Supervisors, recently took part in the first 
of a series of online conversations with fellow Mathews County native Bert White of Virginia Beach for “Honest Talks about 
Race, Racism and Reconciliation.” White operates a religious-based website (https://theskandalon.com) which includes a 
number of videos of his reflections on faith. Mason and White grew up together, going into the first grade in 1969, the 
first year of integration in Mathews County Public Schools. The video of Mason and White can be viewed at www.youtube.
com/watch?v=p6iI345Y4IE or on the Bert White: The Skandalon page on Facebook. The two plan to put together several 
more conversations about race.

Nobody does it better
Can anyone love you more 

than God loves you? Is there 
anyone more powerful than 
God in the entire universe? 
Do you realize that God can 
see things in your life that 
you don’t even know about 
yourself? Does anyone outfox 
God, and leave God standing 
inept and embarrassed?

Today I read a quote from 
Catherine of Siena, explaining 
why we should heartily and 
confidently entrust our lives, 
plans and future to the loving 
care of God. Listen to what 
Jesus spoke to and through 
her, and to you and me. Je-
sus is saying: “I can love you 
more than you can love your-
self, and I watch over you a 
thousand times more care-
fully than you can watch over 
yourself. The more trustfully 
you give yourself to Me, the 
more I shall be watching over 
you …” Reread that quote as 
the message of Jesus to you 
today, and experience the 
calm peace of trusting our 
entire life into the loving care 
of God.

Jesus communicated this 
same message to the trou-
bled disciples in John 14:1 
(CSB), where He said: “Don’t 
let your heart be troubled. 
Believe in God; believe also 
in Me.” Jesus was to be be-
trayed, and turned over to 
be whipped, beaten, and 
crucified a few hours after 
saying these words. The dis-
ciples had left everything in 
order to follow Jesus. They 
left the security of their jobs 
and income in order to spend 
three and a half years with 
Jesus. Suddenly Jesus tells 
them that He is going to be 
betrayed and killed. He was 
going away, and their entire 
world seemed to crumble 

around them. They were 
troubled, anxious, worried, 
and in shock.

Jesus calmly said to them: 
“Stop being troubled! You 
trust God; trust Me too.” Je-
sus went on to say that He 
was going to His Father’s 
place of dwelling. In our 
thought processes, He was 
going to Heaven. But it is 
more than a place; it is to 
the full presence of God be-
cause it is where God lives. 
Jesus was saying that He was 
transferring from this earthly 
dwelling place to an eternal 
dwelling place, a place where 
we can live forever with Him.

I realize that this whole 
theme is more than we can 
wrap our heads around. 
When we personally face loss 
of our security, our stability, 
or our means to live, we be-
come overwhelmed with fear 
or anxiety. What will happen 
to me, and my life? What 
is out there when a person 
dies? What will it be like? Will 
I be afraid?

For a person who has spent 
their life rejecting God, and 
rebelling against Him, life 
after death will not be in a 
pleasant place. The Bible de-
scribes it as a place of eternal 
torment. It is not that God is 
dishing out punishment. On 
the contrary, God stays out 
of the afterlives of those who 
did not want God in their 
life while living here. Hell is 
a place of torment because 
God is not there. Since God is 
not there, neither is there any 
good there. There is nothing 
good to counter the destruc-
tive power of evil. It is a place 
where God allows people to 
have what they wanted: a life 
without Him. Rejecting God 
is a self-destroying evil, and 

to do so is to end up with not 
one ounce of good to coun-
teract the enormity and vi-
ciousness of evil.

However, the whole rea-
son Jesus came was not to 
send people to destruction, 
but rather to rescue people 
from such destruction. To 
those who have chosen to 
live their lives with and for 
Jesus, we are guaranteed that 
Jesus has prepared a dwell-
ing place for us after we die, 
a place in the presence of our 
God who is gloriously good, 
benevolent, and who has a 
love larger than the universe. 
Jesus assured His followers 
that He was going away to 
dwell with God the Father, 
and was preparing an eternal 
dwelling place for each of us 
who entrust our lives to Him. 
Not only that, but Jesus said 
that as assuredly as He goes 
to the Father, He comes to 
escort us from our dwelling 
here to our prepared dwell-
ing place there.  The goal is 
that we who spend our lives 
loving Jesus, will continue to 
live with Him where He is for-
ever. 

Jesus says to you and me: 
“Believe in God, believe also 
in Me.” Those who do, can 
stop letting life’s uncertain-
ties trouble them. God is big-
ger, wiser, and stronger than 
anything we will ever encoun-
ter in this life, or in eternity. 
He can take much better care 
of us than we could ever take 
care of ourselves. Why not 
trust and love Him?

Award-winning columnist Dr. 
Ed Jordan is pastor of Gwynn’s 
Island Baptist Church. He can 
be reached at szent.edward@
gmail.com.

LIFELINES|
BY DR. ED JORDAN

CHURCH SERVICES|

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6B)

for different levels of the UMC. 
Each day there will be a histor-
ical background on the areas 
that are being prayed for.

REVGAYLE.ORG INC.
The sermon title of the Rev. 

Ronald Gayle on revgayle.com 
will be “Are You Walking in a 
Shadow?” A new sermon is 
posted every Sunday. All pre-
vious sermons can be viewed 
anytime.

SALEM UNITED METHODIST
The sermon title of  the Rev. 

Ann Tang of Salem United 
Methodist Church, Gloucester, 
at 11 a.m. Sunday will be “The 
Foolishness of the Cross.” The 
service is hybrid of in-person 
and drive-in. Drive-in partici-
pants need to tune their radio 
to FM 88.7 during the service. 
A virtual option is also avail-
able at 10:30 a.m. on its Face-
book page at Salem United 
Methodist Church, Gloucester.

A Lenten Bible study will be 
held at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday 
on Facebook, led by the Rev. 
Tang.

Members of the congrega-
tion will pray for the country 
during Lent, state by state and 
territory by territory, and will 
end the 40 days of prayer by 
praying for different levels of 

the UMC. Each day there will 
be a historical background 
on the areas that are be-
ing prayed for; join daily on 
Facebook.

The food pantry will be 
open from 9-11 a.m. Saturday, 
March 20.

  SINGLETON UNITED METHODIST
Singleton United Methodist 

Church, Ware Neck, will have 
in-person with face masks and 
social distancing and Zoom 
worship service at 11 a.m. on 
Sunday. The sermon title of 
Pastor Calvin Griffin will be 
“The Cleansing.“ The service 
can also be viewed on You-
Tube anytime. Email Calvin.
griffin@cox.net for the Zoom 
invite.             

SPRING HILL BAPTIST
The sermon title at the 11 

a.m. Sunday service in Spring 
Hill Baptist Church, Cobbs 
Creek, will be “Harmony in the 
Church.” 

ST. MATTHEW UNITED METHODIST
St. Matthew United Meth-

odist Church, Peary, will have 
in-church worship at 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday. Health guidelines ap-
ply to face covering, social dis-
tancing, and health forms.

THE FIRST UNITED BAPTIST 
The sermon title of Pastor E. 

Randolph Graham of the First 
United Baptist Church, White 
Marsh, for the 10 a.m. Sun-
day service will be “The Cross 
is Foolish to Those Who Are 
Perishing.” The service will be 
“Drive Up,” simulcasted and 
streamed via Zoom and Face-
book Live.

WESTVILLE BAPTIST
The sermon title of the Rev. 

Bob Huff of Westville Baptist 
Church, Mathews, at the 10:45 
a.m. Sunday communion ser-
vice will be “Living on the Fear 
of the Lord.” Breakfast at 9:30 
will precede the 9:45 Sunday 
school.

Wednesday Bible study on 
“Leviticus” will begin at 4 p.m.

ZION POPLARS BAPTIST
Candidate for pastor, the 

Rev. Ronald Gayle, associate 
minister of Union Zion Baptist 
Church, will render the 11 a.m. 
Sunday services for March in 
Zion Poplars Baptist Church, 
Gloucester. He will also be the 
Wednesday Bible study in-
structor at 7 p.m. Conference 
call number for both services 
is 1-617-769-8975.
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GLIMPSES INTO THE PAST| DO YOU REMEMBER?|

Serena Hedge at
Tangled Up Salon 

www.gloucesterhairsalon.comAir Force 
Services Society

www.airforceservicessociety.org

Corner Cupboard
www.weknzpatio.comAreion Equestrian

www.areionequestrian.com

Bayside Youth Ballet
www.baysideyouthballet.com

Stewart’s Tile and
Carpet Center, LLC
www.stewartstileandcc.com

Mathews Landscaping
www.mathewslandscapes.com

WILLIAMS &
SKILLING, P.C.
www.williamsandskilling.com

Gloucester-Mathews

Gazette-Journal
www.gazettejournal.net

Land of Goshen
Auction House

Hampton RoadsAuctioneer.com

First Baptist Church
fbcordinary.org

First Morning Star
Baptist Church

www.firstmorningstarbena.net

Piankatank Ruritan Club
www.piankatankruritanclub.com

TTHHEE FFUUNNNNYY FFAARRMM
www.thefunnyfarmllc.com

WALKE BROTHERS
ROOFING, INC.

walkebrothersroofing.comWestville Christian
Church 

www.westvilledisciples.com

St. James Anglican
Church

www.stjamesgloucester.com

Salem United
Methodist Church 

www.salemumcmathews.org

HHeerrbbeerrtt  CClleemmeennttss
&&  SSoonnss,, IInncc..

wwwwww..hheerrbbeerrttcclleemmeennttss..ccoomm

Mathews Historical
Museum

www.mathewsvamuseum.org

Gloucester Rotary Club
www.gloucesterrotary.club

Chesapeake Bay Writers
www.chesapeakebaywriters.org

Tomlinson Exterminating
www.tomlinsonexterminating.com

top dog
pet grooming
www.topdogva.com

Newington Courthouse 
Pre-School

www.newingtoncourthousepreschool.com

MOODY'S EVENT CENTER
www.moodyseventcenters.com

2 B’s Quilt Shop
www.2bsquiltshop.com

R.C. Mandolins
www.rcinstruments.com

Rappahannock
Restoration & Repair Inc.
www.seamlessguttersmathews.com

Literacy Volunteers 
of Gloucester

www.literacyvolunteersofgloucester.org

WEBSITE 
SPOTLIGHT

Groves Memorial
Presbyterian Church

www.grovesmemchurchva.org Mathews County
Chamber of  Commerce

www.mathewschamber.net

Gwynn’s Island Museum
www.gwynnsislandmuseum.org

Antique Outfitters
www.antiqueoutfittersva.com

The Tuneful Teachers
www.tunefulteachers.com

Curry and Curry
www.curryandcurry.world

Mathews County Land
Conservancy

www.mathewslandconservacy.org.

Discovery Underground
Locating, LLC

www.discoveryundergroundlocatingllc.com

Helping Hearts In-Home Care
www.helpingheartsin-homecare.com

The Court House Players
www.courthouseplayers.org

Courthouse 
Family Medicine

www.courthousefamilymedicine.com

The Gloucester Woman’s Club
www.theedgehillhouse.org

138 Tattoo
www.138tattoo.com

FiberTec Insulation
www.fibertecinsulation.com

Absolute Painting
www.absolutepaintingva.com

Mathews Insurance Agency, Inc.

“It’s a bad policy not to
have a good one.”

miainsurance07@gmail.com

Box 7 Mathews, Va. Phone: 725-2113

Farmers prepare for spring planting
110 YEARS AGO

Thursday, March 2, 1911
from the Mathews Journal

The farmers are beginning 
to make preparations for the 
spring work. They can be seen 
cleaning their fields of stalks 
and hauling out barn yard ma-
nure.

When you want a good 
broom ask your deal for the 
broom that is labeled “Tide-
water Broom Works, Laban, 
Va.” and you will get the best 
broom straw that grows. 
There is no grass, nor rush, 
filled inside of them.

Miss Lola May Foster, daugh-
ter of Capt. and Mrs. James W. 
Foster of Mathews, and Mr. 
Milton C. Sawyer were mar-
ried at the Loraine Hotel, on 
Feb. 23 at 6 o’clock. Rev. G.W. 
Swope performed the ceremo-
ny. The wedding march was 
rendered by Miss Lambert, of 
Norfolk. The couple left imme-
diately after by way of the Old 
Dominion line for New York.

The Confederate Board of 
Pensions, of Mathews, will 
meet in the Court-house 
here on Wednesday, March 
8. Those desiring to secure 
pensions should have their 
credentials ready to present 
on that date. —W.E. Fitchett, 
Chairman

100 YEARS AGO
Thursday, March 3, 1921

    from the Gloucester Gazette
The first step in the em-

ployment of tractors for road 
work was taken by the Board 
of Supervisors at its meeting 
last Thursday, when Mr. W.T. 
Ashe was authorized to pur-
chase from Mr. H.N. Baruch a 
Monarch tractor at a price not 
exceeding $350, to be used to 
work the roads in Abingdon 
district. It is said that this 
tractor, which is of a powerful 
type, can be put in good run-
ning order at a small outlay of 
money. 

from the Mathews Journal
For sale: Cheap, one six-pas-

senger Jeffery car in good con-
dition. —Sam Smith, Mathews

For sale: Cheap, one pair 
good mules, one new Deer-
ing mowing machine, sow 
and four pigs, lot of hay, one 
horse and buggy and harness. 
—W.H. Hudgins, Fitchets

For sale: A new handpower 
washing machine, equipped 
with clothes ringer. —Dr. R.R. 
Hoskins, Mathews

For sale: One Buick and one 
Ford touring car, will be sold 
cheap to quick buyers. —W.E. 
Jordan, Cardinal

90 YEARS AGO
Thursday, March 5, 1931

from the Gloucester Gazette
A daughter, Dorothy Estelle, 

was born Feb. 7 to Mr. and 
Mrs. Marvin Hogg, of Wicom-
ico.

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Hogg, 
of Severn, are the parents of 
a daughter, Alice Marie, born 
Feb. 21.

A son, Clarence Samuel, ar-
rived at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Clarence Green, at Stone-
wall, on Feb. 25.

Mr. and Mrs. Peyton Smith, 
of Wicomico, are also parents 
of a son, John Herbert, born 
Feb. 27.

from the Mathews Journal
The call for food and cloth-

ing made through the Rector 
of Kingston Parish and the 
south branch of the Woman’s 
Auxiliary for the people of 
the mountains met with such 
open-handed and generous 
response as to exceed all ex-
pectations. Friday, Feb. 27 was 
set as the time to bring dona-
tions to the Rectory. Money, 
food and clothing poured in 
and the receptacles provided 
before had overflowed with 
provisions and warm clothing 
until more boxes had to be 
gotten. On Sunday the contri-
butions were still coming in.

Our neighbors in the moun-

tains are our wards as long as 
the hand of suffering is upon 
them and all we are able to 
give to relieve their distress is 
not too much.

80 YEARS AGO
Thursday, March 6, 1941

from the Gazette-Journal
The Old Mill Skating Rink 

has recently installed an addi-
tion to the Hammond organ. It 
is the unique and interesting 
Solovox, which is a miniature 
Novachord.

This instrument has been 
on the market for only a short 
time, and has created quite 
a sensation in music circles 
throughout the country. The 
unique and varied tones add 
immeasurably to the music at 
the Old Mill Rink, and skaters 
and patrons alike have been 
extravagant in their praise of 
this new addition to the music 
facilities at the popular rink.

The tones are generated by 
means of oscillating tubes, 
and is played from a separate 
keyboard which is attached 
below the lower keyboard of 
the organ console. In other 
words, it adds the third key-
board to the organ and makes 
the instrument much more 
flexible and offers a great deal 
more tone variety.

70 YEARS AGO
Thursday, March 8, 1951

from the Gazette-Journal
Miss Clara Belle Treakle, 

Rehabilitation Chairman of 
Mathews Chapter American 
Red Cross, requests the help 
of the public in sending her 
the names and addresses of 
all Mathews boys in the ser-
vice who are confined to hos-
pitals.

Miss Treakle is very anxious 
to receive this information 
so that the local chapter can 
keep in touch with the boys. 
All names and addresses 
should be sent to Miss Clara 
B. Treakle, Mathews, Va., so as 
to reach her prior to the regu-
lar meeting which will be held 
on Monday, March 5.

60 YEARS AGO
Thursday, March 2, 1961

from the Gazette-Journal
Eight acres of beach prop-

erty have been purchased by 
the Mathews Spring Festival 
Committee for development 
of a recreational area, accord-
ing to P. Hudgins Miles, festi-
val chairman.

The property, which was 
purchased from Mr. and Mrs. 
R. Wesley Foster, is located 
east of Diggs Post Office on 
the Chesapeake Bay.

The Spring Festival is spon-
sored annually in the county 
by five organizations. They 
are the Mathews Ruritan 
Club, Mathews Lions Club, 
Mathews Chamber of Com-
merce, Mathews Junior Wom-
an’s Club and the Mathews 
Woman’s Club.

50 YEARS AGO
Thursday, March 4, 1971

from the Gazette-Journal
The ban on drinking water 

at Lee-Jackson Elementary 
School, Mathews, has been 
lifted following a six-day pe-
riod when it was described by 
health department officials as 
“not entirely safe to drink.”

Thomas W. Anderson, 
sanitarian for Mathews and 
Middlesex counties, said in a 
routine check which is con-
ducted every three months 
a small percentage of bacte-
ria of the coliform group was 
discovered in the water at the 
school on Feb. 23.

Anderson said that while 
there was only a small amount 
of bacteria found, he advised, 
as a precautionary measure, 
that the water not be used for 
drinking purposes while a re-
check would be made.

He said that this is normal 
procedure when small chil-
dren are involved and there 

was no cause for alarm.
Another examination Mon-

day found the water free from 
bacteria and accordingly the 
ban was rescinded.

Water was hauled to the 
school from the Mathews 
Health Department during the 
six-day period.

40 YEARS AGO
Thursday, March 5, 1981

from the Gazette-Journal
Gloucester and Mathews 

county administrators re-
ceived this week the final 
census counts for 1980; in 
both cases the official figure 
topped preliminary reports.

The Gloucester population 
on April 1, 1980 – Census Day 
– was 20,017. Earlier reports 
placed it at less than 20,000.

The final count in Mathews 
was 7,995 persons, a prelimi-
nary report gave 7,917 as the 
figure.

Still not received are final 
counts for magisterial dis-
tricts. When these are ob-
tained the board of super-
visors in each county must 
conduct a reapportionment 
so that population within dis-
tricts coincides as closely as 
possible with the “one man, 
one vote” rule. Gloucester has 
five districts, Mathews three.

30 YEARS AGO
Thursday, March 7, 1991

from the Gazette-Journal
People who see young chil-

dren not properly restrained 
in a moving vehicle can now 
do something about it.

The Virginia Department for 
Children, with the assistance 
of the Virginia Department 
of Motor Vehicles, Virginia 
Cooperative Extension and a 
number of other concerned 
groups, is sponsoring a new 
program designed to reduce 
the all-time high number of 
child fatalities in traffic acci-
dents.

Under the program, anyone 
who observes a child under 
the age of 4 not properly re-
strained in a moving vehicle 
can fill out and mail a postage-
paid card reporting the obser-
vation to the Department for 
Children.

The post card must list the 
offending vehicle’s license 
plate number, and the date, 
time, location and description 
of the observation.

Owners of the vehicles 
transporting the unrestrained 
child will receive a reminder 
letter from the Department 
of Children asking them to 
obey the law by providing 
approved automobile child 
safety restraining devices for 
all children under 4.

20 YEARS AGO
Thursday, March 1, 2001

from the Gazette-Journal
James Spencer III, a 13-year-

old student at Ware Academy, 
Gloucester, won a trip for two 
to the Bahamas last weekend 
with a half-court basketball 
shot that rocked an AAU Tour-
nament crowd.

James was attending his sis-
ter Jocelyn’s AAU Girls’ Bas-
ketball Warm-Up Tournament 
held Friday and Saturday 
at the Rock Church Coastal 
Academy in Virginia Beach. 
He and about two dozen other 
children and adults made a 
$5 donation to AAU Basket-
ball for the one-shot chance 
to win a Bahamas vacation 
by making a basket from mid-
court. About 15 unsuccessful 
contestants missed the shot 
before James took his turn 
and hit the mark, bringing the 
crowd to the court to congrat-
ulate him.

10 YEARS AGO
Thursday, March 3, 2011

from the Gazette-Journal
The Mathews High School 

Scholastic Bowl team capped 
its successful season on Sat-
urday with a fourth-place fin-
ish in the state Group A tour-
nament, held at the College of 
William and Mary.

Despite falling in their open-
ing match to two-time defend-
ing state champion George 
Mason, the Devils rebounded 
with a strong performance 
against Region D runner-up 
Lebanon. With the season on 
the line, Mathews got off to a 
quick start and rolled to a 200-
110 victory.

The Devils concluded their 
season with an overall record 
of 16-5.

Newspaper visit
The members of the Pack 175 Tiger Den visited the Gloucester-Mathews Gazette-Journal on Feb. 21, 2011 to see the op-
erations of a newspaper, from the newsroom to the printing press. Those taking part in the tour were, front row from left, 
Andrew Kemp, Colton Bonniville; second row, Braxton Thomas, Jordan Taylor, Nathan Davis, Charles VanFossen, Raleigh 
Beamer, Caiden Stone, and, in back, Den Leader Matthew Stone.

‘Shiver in Virginia’ beautification effort underway
Registration for Keep Vir-

ginia Beautiful’s “Shiver in 
Virginia,” a reimagined ver-
sion of its annual “Shiver in 
the River” festival that has 
been the organization’s larg-
est annual fundraiser since 
2015, is underway.

This year’s initiative is de-
signed to be COVID-safe and 
give people more choice in 
how they can contribute to 
the beautification of their 
communities, KVB said. Shiv-
er in Virginia runs through 
March 31.

“We’re taking Shiver in the 
River statewide this year,” 

said KVB executive director 
Mike Baum. “We want people 
to be proud of their commu-
nities and the challenge is 
all about getting outside and 
making a difference—and 
influencing others to do the 
same, at a safe social dis-
tance.”

Participants engage in ac-
tivities including litter clean-
ups, recycling, trail cleaning, 
graffiti removal and other 
good deeds. For a donation 
of $20.21, participants will 
receive a free Virginia State 
Parks parking pass, with no 
expiration date. Participants 

will also have access to the 
KVB Mission Challenge web-
site, where they can map 
the collective progress on 
the 2,021-mile path across 
the state. With each act re-
ported, participants will be 
entered into drawings for ad-
ditional prizes.

Keep Virginia Beautiful is 
challenging participants to 
share their pictures, con-
tributions and successes 
with others on social media, 
where they are asked to use 
the hashtag #shiverinvir-
ginia.
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INSURANCE

GLOUCESTER
SOUTHSIDE

INSURANCE AGENCY, 
A TOWNE INSURANCE

AGENCY
All Types of Insurance

Gloucester                                     
804-693-3502

Grover’s
Auto Repair

Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-5 p.m.
804-725-7129

night
804-366-3314

153 Main Street    
Mathews

Gloucester-Mathews

Gazette-Journal

Charlie Drummond
804-693-3101

www.gazettejournal.net

PRINTING

We print:
3Letterheads     3Envelopes 

3Business Cards
3Brochures    3Posters
3Programs   3Flyers

3Invitations   3Newsletters
...and more

The One To See:  

State Farm Insurance Companies
Home Offices Bloomington, Illinois

Tom Wilke
Abingdon Office Park   

Rt. 17, Hayes
804-642-6495

Tom.Wilke.bvu6@statefarm.com

GENERATORS

880044--228866--99112200
wwwwww..lliigghhttssoonnggeenneerraattoorrss..ccoomm

AUTOMOTIVE GENERAL
CONTRACTOR

Mark Belvin     
1528 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Glou. Pt., VA 23062Stiltner 

Auto Repair
M-F • 8-5

804-693-3660
2828 Hickory Fork Rd., Glou.

FFrroonntt  EEnndd  AAlliiggnnmmeenntt,,  
TTiirree  SSaalleess  &&  BBrraakkeess

PET RESORT

804-693-2311
www.sandycreekpetresort.org   

sandycreekpetresort@gmail.com

804-693-2311
www.sandycreekpetresort.org    

sandycreekpetresort@gmail.com

GROOMING
BOARDING • DAYCARE

PICK-UP AND DELIVERY
IN-HOME PET CARE

WE ARE OPEN AND HERE 
FOR YOUR PET’S NEEDS

ROOFING
KBS ROOFING

Keith Shackelford
4192  Providence Rd.
Hayes, VA 23072

757-593-3851
fax 804-684-5449
kshackelford2@cox.net

Quality roofing at the lowest price guaranteed

11 new properties under 
protection of Virginia 

Land Conservancy

Skin care professional 
joins Fusion Spa team

Lawmakers pass COVID-19 workers’ comp bills

Gloucester’s Daffodil Gardens Phase II 
apartment complex receives $260,000 in loans

Jennifer Schuman, a licensed Professional Esthetician, has joined the team at 
Fusion Salon and Spa in Gloucester.

BY SAM FOWLER                                                             
CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE

The Virginia General As-
sembly passed multiple bills 
allowing health care workers 
and first responders to re-
ceive workers’ compensation 
benefits if they are disabled 
or die due to COVID-19.

 “We did it!” Del. Chris Hurst 
(D-Blacksburg) said in a Twit-
ter post. “Health care heroes 
who got COVID on the job will 
get the retroactive workers 
comp presumption they de-
serve!”

Hurst’s House Bill 1985 ex-
panded workers’ compensa-
tion benefits for health care 
workers “directly involved in 
diagnosing or treating per-
sons known or suspected 
to have COVID-19,” includ-
ing doctors and nurses. The 

bill provides coverage from 
March 12, 2020 until Dec. 31, 
2021.

The health care worker 
must have been treated for 
COVID-19 symptoms and 
been diagnosed by a medical 
provider to qualify for com-
pensation before July 1, 2020. 
The individual must have re-
ceived medical treatment and 
a positive COVID-19 test to be 
eligible for compensation af-
ter July 1, 2020. 

The bill also said health 
care workers who refuse 
or fail to get vaccinated for  
COVID-19 will not be eligible 
for workers’ compensation. 
The aforementioned rule 
doesn’t apply if a physician 
determines vaccination will 
risk the worker’s health.

“This is how we honor our 
brave health care heroes that 

An income-restricted se-
nior apartment building be-
ing constructed in Gloucester 
will receive $260,000, part of 
more than $24 million in Af-
fordable and Special Needs 
Housing loans from across 
Virginia unveiled by Gov. 
Ralph Northam on Monday.

Last summer, Bay Aging 
broke ground on Daffodil Gar-
dens Phase II, which is being 
constructed adjacent to the 
original Daffodil Gardens. 
The Phase II project will sup-
port construction of 40 apart-
ments in a single, three-story 
building served by an eleva-
tor. The building is located 

less than a mile from River-
side Walter Reed Hospital 
and numerous other services 
and shopping.

October 2021 is the con-
tract completion month for 
the project and Bay Aging 
said it hopes to be able to 
hold a big in-person event 
at that time to celebrate the 
grand opening.

Overall, the 28 projects 
across the commonwealth 
receiving the flexible, below-
market-rate loans will create 
or preserve 1,635 affordable 
housing units for low-income 
Virginians. The funding will 
help increase access to af-

fordable housing, reduce 
homelessness, and provide 
permanent supportive hous-
ing options for individuals 
with intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities, a release 
from the governor’s office 
stated.

The Virginia Department of 
Housing and Community De-
velopment administers the 
loans, which combine state 
and federal resources to pro-
vide a simplified and compre-
hensive application process. 
Funding comes from three 
main sources: the federal 
HOME Investment Partner-
ships Program, the federal 

National Housing Trust Fund, 
and the Virginia Housing 
Trust Fund. 

Affordable and Special 
Needs Housing loans are 
awarded through a competi-
tive process. Forty-three ap-
plications were received for 
this round of funding, re-
questing more than $42 mil-
lion.

Two other projects in the 
region—Kilmarnock Village 
in Lancaster ($240,000) and 
the Woods at Yorktown in 
York County ($800,000)—
were also recipients during 
this cycle of loans.

put themselves in harm’s way 
to treat those infected with 
this horrible virus,” Hurst 
said in a press release. “They 
sacrifice for us and deserve 
our utmost praise and admi-
ration, but they also deserve 
our help.”

There were concerns about 
the bill’s costs, according to 
Hurst. The Senate tried to 
remove the bill’s retroactive 
clause, but the bill passed the 
House and Senate with bipar-
tisan support following nego-
tiations. 

The Virginia Nurses Asso-
ciation said the bill will make 
it easier for nurses to access 
benefits.

“Unfortunately, too many 
Virginia nurses caught  
COVID-19 while treating pa-
tients,” the association said 
in a Facebook post. “For 
those that got very sick, there 
is no easy way to file for work-
ers’ compensation, and many 
have suffered not only physi-
cally, but financially.” 

Senate Bill 1375 and HB 
2207 cover workers’ compen-
sation for first responders 
who are diagnosed or died 

from COVID-19 on or after 
Sept. 1 of last year. The mea-
sures include firefighters, 
police officers, correctional 
and regional jail officers and 
emergency medical services 
workers. The bills require an 
official diagnosis through a 
positive COVID-19 test and 
symptoms of the disease.

The House bill, sponsored 
by Del. Jay Jones (D-Norfolk), 
originally included a retroac-
tive clause that compensated 
cases going back to March 
2020, but that was taken out 
of the legislation’s final ver-
sion.

“We fought tooth and nail 
to provide our first respond-
ers—the real heroes of the 
pandemic—coverage under 
workers’ compensation for 
COVID and we got it done,” 
Jones said in a Twitter post. 

Capital News Service is a 
program of Virginia Common-
wealth University’s Robertson 
School of Media and Culture. 
Students in the program pro-
vide state government cover-
age for a variety of media out-
lets in Virginia.

The Historic Virginia Land 
Conservancy has announced 
the protection of 11 proper-
ties in five counties, two of 
which are new counties to 
HVLC.

All acreage represents vi-
tal farmland in the common-
wealth, a release said. 

These farms tout excep-
tional soils, as well as wood-
lands and beautiful open 
land, the conservancy said. 
Some of these properties ex-
pand the footprint of other 
protected lands, including 
the Chub Sandhill State Nat-
ural Area Preserve.

The farms range in size 
from 117 acres to over 400 

acres, that include rotations 
of cotton, wheat, soy, corn; 
water quality improvements 
with farming best manage-
ment practices; wildlife 
fields for hunting; ponds 
for fishing; cypress trees 
saved; swampland; marshes; 
creeks; scenic waterways, 
and a century old working 
cattle farm.

“With the addition of these 
11 properties, the conser-
vancy’s portfolio has in-
creased the amount of land 
to over 13,555 acres,” said 
board chair Susan Cham-
berlain. “These properties 
are rich in natural resources 
worthy of being conserved.”

BY TYLER BASS

Fusion Salon and Spa is 
welcoming its newest mem-
ber, Jennifer Schuman. She 
is a licensed Professional Es-
thetician.

Schuman said that she 
moved to Gloucester in 2019 
with her family. “We’re an Air 
Force family and have never 
felt so at home in 20 years of 
moving all over the country 
as we do here in Gloucester,” 
she said. “We just love ev-
erything about it.”

Schuman has worked in 
the skin care and beauty 
industry since 2007, and be-
came a licensed Professional 
Esthetician last fall. Current-
ly she is working through 

Master Esthetics school and 
hopes to graduate in late 
May.

“My interests include skin 
care and facial treatments 
for all ages, with a special in-
terest in anti-aging skincare 
and treatments, brows and 
lashes,” she said.

Schuman looks forward 
to helping her new clients 
become more confident in 
their own skin.

Fusion Salon and Spa is 
open Tuesday through Fri-
day 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on 
Saturdays 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
For more information or to 
schedule an appointment, 
call Fusion Salon and Spa at 
804-699-3544.
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We can relax now
that Starbrite is here!
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138 Main St., Mathews C.H.
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Your full-service alarm company
Locally owned & operated

since 1991
DCJS #11-2456
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LAND TRANSFERS
GLOUCESTER

The following deeds were 
recorded in the Clerk’s Office of 
Gloucester Circuit Court during 
the period Feb. 19-25:

Jeffury H. Whitt, et al, trust-
ees, to Leslie Smith, et al, 5.79 acres, 
Petsworth, $399,500. 

ARC GSGLOVA001, LLC, to GSA 
Gloucester LLC, 2.4398 acres, Lot B-1, 
Abingdon, $2,689,845.

CB3 Properties, LLC, to Craig D. 
Borgstrom, et al, Lot 1, Block D, York 
River Pines, Gloucester Point, gift.

Daniel J. Walsh to Carol B. Hall, et al, 
1 acre, Parcel F-1, Abingdon, $173,000.

Cuong Chi Chang to Van Thuy 
Chang, 1 acre, Abingdon, gift.

William Meridith Watson, et al, to 
Parastu Mirmonsef, Lot A, Abingdon, 
$415,000.

James Allen Messick, et al, to Chad 
E. Strayer, et al, Lot 14, Point Lookout, 
Section A, Abingdon, $75,000.

Roy S. Geiger III, et al, trustees, to 
Roy S. Geiger III, et al, Lot 11, Snug Har-
bor, Block B, Block C, Sarah’s Creek Es-
tates, gift.

Evelyn S. Miller to Evelyn S. Miller, 
trustee, Lot 14, Linda Court, Abingdon, 
no consideration.

Ryan H. Cookson, et al, to George 
R. Bailey Jr., 2.5 acres, Parcel 11A, 
Petsworth, $68,000.

Thomas Laughlin Zwerner, et al, to 
Harley D. Owen, et al, Lot 1, Gloucester 
Point, $259,000.

Belinda Smith, et al, to Timothy Jo-
seph Smith, et al, 1.19 acres, Parcel 6, 
Petsworth, gift.

Garry Tabb Emerson to Winebarger 
Construction Company of Virginia, Inc., 
2.0001 acres, Lot 18B, Petsworth, $100.

Garry Tabb Emerson to Ernest Al-
wood Gurganus Jr., et al, 8.4178 acres, 
Lot 18, $79,000.

Philip J. Render, et al, trustees, to 
Curtis Matteson, et al, Unit 7, Abingdon 
Office Park, Phase 2, Gloucester Point, 
$168,000.

Jennie S. Howe to Brandon Lee 
Dennen, et al, Lot 24, Flo-Kato Village, 
Abingdon, $149,000.

Morgan L. Pritchard, et al, to Mel-
vin Epps, et al, 1.99 acres, Parcel 4, 
Petsworth, $230,000.

Monbritt Company, LLC, to Kai-
den D. Street, 1.82 acres, Abingdon, 
$232,000.

CIRCUIT COURT
GLOUCESTER

The following cases were 
heard recently in Gloucester 
Circuit Court:

Kermit Cornelious Clark, 49, Ports-
mouth, pleaded guilty and was found 
guilty of felony charge of grand lar-
ceny. Sentencing is set for April 20 at 
1:30 p.m.

Albert Cecil Shaw Jr., 59, Nathalie, 
pleaded guilty to a felony charge of 
possess Schedule I/II controlled sub-
stance. The court did not enter a find-
ing of guilt, but instead deferred the 
proceeding one year on the First Of-
fender Statute. The defendant agreed 
to comply with a number of conditions, 
including 100 hours of community ser-
vice work. Also, felony charge of distri-
bution of marijuana was amended to a 
misdemeanor. The defendant pleaded 
guilty and was found guilty of the 
amended charge and sentenced to 12 
months jail, all suspended.

Joslyn Suzanne Pope, 29, 5395 
Crany Creek Drive, Gloucester, pleaded 
guilty to felony charges of possession 
of a Schedule I/II controlled substance 
and possess firearm while in possession 
of Schedule I/II controlled substance. 
On the possession charge, the court did 
not enter a finding of guilt, but instead 
deferred the proceeding for one year 
on the First Offender Statute. The de-
fendant agreed to comply with a num-
ber of conditions, including 100 hours 
of community service work. The defen-
dant was found guilty of the firearm 
charge and sentenced to three years in 
the state penitentiary, with two years, 
nine months suspended. Defendant’s 
firearm was forfeited to the common-
wealth. Also, felony charge of fail to ap-
pear on felony offense was amended to 
a misdemeanor. The defendant pleaded 
guilty and was found guilty of the 
amended charge and sentenced to 10 
days’ jail, all suspended. Pursuant to a 
plea agreement, two additional felony 
charges of possess Schedule I/II con-
trolled substance were nolle prossed 
and removed from the court docket.

Ashley Nichole Brown, 32, 6926 Har-
rell Lane, Hayes, pleaded guilty and was 
found guilty of felony charges of dis-
tribution of a Schedule III controlled 
substance and possession of a Sched-
ule I/II controlled substance. The de-
fendant was sentenced to 10 years in 
the state penitentiary, with nine years, 
one month suspended on the distri-
bution charge and five years in the 
state penitentiary, all suspended, on 
the possession charge. Pursuant to a 
plea agreement, felony charge of de-

MATHEWS
The following cases were 

heard recently in Mathews Gen-
eral District Court:

Matthew Jerome DeForge, 
Mathews, Driving While Intoxicated, 
$250 fine and $346 costs, 90 days’ jail, 
operator’s license suspended one year; 
jail sentence suspended.

Matthew Levi Ottarson, Seaford, 
DWI (second offense), $500 fine and 
$421 costs, operator’s license sus-
pended three years; 11 months of jail 
sentence suspended.

Shawn Marcus Stokes, Honaker, as-
sault and battery, $250 fine and $225 
costs, 12 months’ jail; jail sentence sus-
pended.

Marcos Zavala, Hampton, not re-
move hazard from waters, $500 fine 
and $96 costs.

FIRE REPORT
ABINGDON

Abingdon Volunteer Fire and Res-
cue responded to 42 calls during the 
period Feb. 22-28, as follows: 34 medi-
cal calls, three motor vehicle accidents, 
two structure fires (one oven fire assist 
GVFR and one abandoned house fire 

GLOUCESTER
Gloucester Volunteer Fire and Res-

cue responded to 94 calls during the 
period Feb. 15-21, as follows: 85 medi-
cal, four motor vehicle accidents, two 
fire/alarm, two fire/structure, and one 
fire/other.

MATHEWS
Feb. 23, 6:18 a.m., vehicle accident, 

John Clayton Memorial Highway at 
North Point Lane, one engine.

MATHEWS
The following deeds were 

recorded recently in Mathews 
Circuit Court:

Teresa B. Roberts, et al, trustee, to 
James I. Meade Jr., 11.331 acres, Chesa-
peake, $725,000.

Barbara J. Carrington, trustee, to 
Barbara J. Carrington, 1.27 acres, Pi-
ankatank, no consideration.

Steven Lane Mullinnix, et al, in a 
revocable transfer on death deed, to 
McKenzie K. Brown, 1.78 acres, Pianka-
tank, no consideration.

John C. Davis to Kurt Thomas Hofe-
lich, et al, 5 acres, Chesapeake, $15,000.

Peter F. DeLisle, et al, to Ines Strom-
berg, Lot 2, 1.77 acres, Chesapeake, 
$646,800.

Anthony C. Stewart, et al, to Kevin 
E. McGrew, 2.886 acres, Chesapeake, 
$198,000.

Aaron D. White to Jeremy Co-
lin Barnes, et al, Parcel One: 1.65 acres 
and Parcel Two: 1.51 acres, Piankatank, 
$325,000.

John Howard Bell II, et al, trustees, 
to Anthony C. Stewart, et al, 15.74 acres, 
less and except 1.0079 and 0.11 acres, 
Westville, $575,000.

Jennifer Kitson Leighty, et al, suc-
cessor trustees, to Chris G. Burrell, et al, 
0.72 acre, Piankatank, $222,400.

Sharon J. McAbee, et al, to Federal 
Home Loan Mortgage Corporation, 
4.9127 acres, Westville, $158,279.33.

Logan R. Leverett to Logan R. Lever-
ett, et al, 0.8035 acre, Westville, no con-
sideration.

DISTRICT COURT
GLOUCESTER

The following cases were 
heard in Gloucester General 
District Court on Feb. 17-18:

Brian William Blum, 15208 George 
Washington Memorial Highway, Saluda, 
restricted license violation, $100 fine 
and $226 costs, 30 days’ jail; jail sen-
tence suspended.

David James Cullison, 3854 Buckley 
Hall Road, Cobbs Creek, fail to appear, 
10 days’ jail and $241 costs. Also, fail to 
appear, five days’ jail and $216 costs.

Wayne H. Fleming, 8123 Brays Point 
Road, Hayes, reckless driving (89/55), 
$500 fine and $226 costs, 10 days’ jail, 
operator’s license suspended 30 days; 
jail sentence suspended

 Richard Earl Gant, Daggett, Calif., 
reckless driving (88/55), $500 fine and 
$106 costs.

Gareth Lee Gardner, 10373 George 
Washington Memorial Highway, 
Gloucester, fail to stop at scene of acci-
dent, $1,000 fine and $86 costs, opera-
tor’s license suspended 15 days.

Robert R. Giers Jr., 874 Chapel Lane, 
Cobbs Creek, drive after license re-
voked/suspended, $100 fine and $231 
costs, 90 days’ jail, operator’s license 
suspended 60 days; jail sentence sus-
pended.

Johnathan K. McDaniel, 7450 Buck-
ley Hall Road, Cobbs Creek, drive after 
license revoked/suspended, $100 fine 
and $231 costs, 30 days’ jail, operator’s 
license suspended 30 days; jail sen-
tence suspended.

I’zaiah K. Miller, 9796 John Clayton 
Memorial Highway, Gloucester, drive af-
ter license revoked/suspended, $100 
fine and $111 costs, 90 days jail, oper-
ator’s license suspended 60 days; jail 
sentence suspended. Also, drive after 
license revoked/suspended, $100 fine 
and $96 costs, 30 days’ jail, operator’s li-
cense suspended 30 days; jail sentence 
suspended. Also, fail to appear, $96 
costs and five days’ jail.

Charles M. Reid, White Stone, drive 
after license revoked/suspended, $100 
fine and $226 costs, 90 days’ jail, op-
erator’s license suspended 60 days; 86 
days of jail sentence suspended.

Adam Leamon Williams, Spotsylva-
nia, reckless driving (76/45), $500 fine 
and $231 costs, operator’s license sus-
pended 30 days.

SHERIFF’S REPORT
GLOUCESTER

The following felony crimes 
were recently reported by the 
Gloucester Sheriff’s Office: 

A catalytic converter was taken 
from the White Marsh Baptist Church 
van sometime since March 2020. The 
van had been parked at the church in 
the 5200 block of Route 17 since the 
start of the pandemic.

Several firearms were taken during 
the day Feb. 24 from a residence in 
the 7000 block of Freedom Run Lane. 
They included a Sig Sauer P226 nine 
millimeter, a Sig Sauer P229 Legion 40 
S&W, a Walther P99CAS S&W, a Ruger 
SP101 .357; a Smith & Wesson Tactical 
45 ACP, a Colt AR15 M4 5.56, a Spikes 
Tactical AR15 5.56, a Core4 AR15 5.56, 
a Springfield M1A1Tanker 7.62, a Rossi 
Judge Carbine .410, a Ruger 10/22 and 
a Savage bolt action 22LR along with 
various ammunition. There was no sign 
forced entry to the residence.

Last Thursday, loss prevention 
personnel at Walmart reported 
observing a male and a female 
allegedly concealing items on their 
persons and exiting past all points of 
sale. The license plate number of the 

vehicle they were traveling in was 
obtained and it was learned that the 
male passenger had been previously 
banned from the store. Both subjects 
were identified and located in a traffic 
stop. The 32-year-old male passenger of 
Sandy Hill Court was taken into custody 
for possession of a Schedule I or II 
controlled substance and was charged 
with trespassing and concealing 
merchandise. The 32-year-old female 
driver of Sandy Hill Court was charged 
with the misdemeanors of driving after 
her license was suspended or revoked 
and concealing merchandise.

Deputies responded last Thursday 
to a report of a physical altercation at a 
residence in the 6000 block of Lemburn 
Lane. A 19 year-old male of Gloucester 
at the residence was arrested for 
allegedly possessing a Schedule I or II 
controlled substance.

Fourteen catalytic converters were 
taken from vehicles at D&M Automotive 
at 2964 George Washington Memorial 
Highway last Thursday or Friday.

The following incidents were 
also reported by the GSO: 

Assault: Deputies conducted a 
welfare check Feb. 24 at a residence 
in the 6000 block of Cypress Trail. A 
50-year-old female of Cypress Trail 
was subsequently arrested under the 
PRIDE program for domestic violence 
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livery of narcotics to a prisoner and 
misdemeanor charge of possess Sched-
ule III controlled substance were nolle 
prossed and removed from the court 
docket.

James Vincent Barber, 25, 2440 
Maundys Creek Road, Gloucester, 
pleaded guilty and was found guilty of 
felony charges of possess Schedule I/
II controlled substance (two counts). 
The defendant was sentence to two 
10-year terms in the state penitentiary; 
five years of the first sentence was sus-
pended and nine years suspended from 
the second charge. Pursuant to a plea 
agreement, felony charges of distribu-
tion of a Schedule I/II controlled sub-
stance, possession of a firearm while in 
possession of a Schedule I/II controlled 
substance and possession of a firearm 
by a violent felon were nolle prossed 
and removed from the court docket. 
Financial assets seized in the amount 
of $2,114 in connection with this case, 
and firearms seized, were forfeited to 
the commonwealth.

Justin Forrest Cannon, 32, 4525 
Buckley Hall Road, Cobbs Creek, 
pleaded not guilty and was found 
guilty of a felony charge of possess 
Schedule I/II controlled substance. Sen-
tencing is set for April 19 at 9:30 a.m.

Travis M. Swicegood, 37, 9736 Mohi-
can Drive, Gloucester, was found guilty 
of a felony charge of possess a Sched-
ule I/II controlled substance. The defen-
dant was sentenced to 12 months’ jail, 
all suspended.

Angela Kravitz Davis, 42, 7866 
Spring Hill Farm Rd E, Gloucester, 
pleaded guilty and was found guilty 
of a felony charge of possession of 
a Schedule I/II controlled substance. 
The defendant was sentenced to three 
years in the state penitentiary, all sus-
pended. The defendant also pleaded 
guilty and was found guilty of a misde-
meanor charge of Driving While Intoxi-
cated and sentenced to 90 days’ jail, all 
suspended upon successful completion 
of ASAP. The defendant was ordered to 
pay a $250 fine and her operator’s li-
cense was suspended one year.

intervention after she allegedly 
assaulted her boyfriend at their home; 
Deputies responded last Thursday to a 
domestic assault between a boyfriend 
and girlfriend at their shared residence 
in the 7000 block of Old Pinetta Road. 
The 32-year-old male was arrested 
under the PRIDE program for allegedly 
assaulting a family or household 
member and was charged with 
misdemeanor destruction of private 
property.

Indecent exposure: A female 
employee of the Gloucester Wellness 
Center at 7516 Hospital Drive reported 
last Thursday that a male had exposed 
his genitals to her. The 33-year-old 
male of Cedar Lake Drive was identified 
and arrested on a charge of simulated 
masturbation.

Alcohol: Deputies responded 
Friday to the report of an unknown 
male in the backyard of a residence 
in the 8000 block of Indian Road. The 
man was located on scene, refused to 
identify himself and ignored deputies’ 
commands. The 34-year-old man of 
Mathews was then arrested on charges 
of public intoxication and obstruction 
of justice.

Damaged property: A resident 
of the 5000 block of Clay Bank Road 
reported damage to a mailbox on 
Feb. 23. An investigation found that 

multiple mailboxes in the same area 
had also sustained damage; The 
Gloucester Boys and Girls Club in Hayes 
Shopping Court reported vandalism on 
Feb. 24. A portion of the building had 
been spray-painted overnight.

in Maryus), one public assist, one fire/
brush, and one fire/alarm (HVAC unit 
smoking).
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