
Y M C K

THURSDAY OCTOBER 29, 2020	 	 GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL  1C   

Serving Gloucester and Mathews 
FIRST RESPONDERS 

always there when we need them

Gloucester girl makes honoring first responders her mission
BY MELANY SLAUGHTER

Over the past few months, 
Kordelia Coyne has made it 
her mission to honor first 
responders. And, so far, the 
9-year-old from Gloucester 
has raised thousands of dol-
lars to shower them with gift 
cards as a way of showing her 
appreciation for all they do.

Kordelia held her first lem-
onade stand on June 28, and 
since then she’s been busy 
making lemonade and cook-
ies. Most recently, she held 
a fundraiser on Sept. 26 at 
Scoot’s BBQ at Gloucester 
Point (where she raised 
$1,109) and on Oct. 10 at M&M 
Building Supply in Mathews 
(where she raised more than 
$1,000). As of last Thursday, 
her total raised is over $3,000.

She started this fundraising 
project when she witnessed 
her neighbor being treated 
negatively after becoming a 
state trooper in March and 
she wanted him and other 
first responders to “feel that 
they’re still loved and appre-
ciated.”

Her parents, Shawn and 
Mary Coyne, thought her lem-
onade stand was going to be 
a one-time thing, but people 
started sharing their Face-
book page, Kordelia’s Lemon-
ade Stand, and the donations 
kept pouring in. The “Korde-
lia’s Lemonade Stand” page 
has grown as well, with more 
than 650 people following it as 
of last week.

So far, Kordelia has reached 
out to over 200 first respond-

ers all over Virginia and also 
in North Carolina, Colorado, 
Texas and California. Each 
$10 gift card is either from 
7-Eleven, Taco Bell or Sub-
way and includes a personal-
ized thank-you note signed by 
Kordelia. 

Shawn Coyne said that 
Kordelia has always been shy, 
but this fundraising project 
has helped her come out of 
her shell. He also said that 
she has always been giving 
and caring.

Kordelia plans to continue 

raising money for the gift 
cards throughout the fall and 
winter, but will switch from 
lemonade to hot chocolate 
and apple cider as the weath-
er gets cooler. 

She is also collecting school 
supplies and so far has distrib-

uted 20 book bags filled with 
school supplies to Mathews 
County Public Schools. 

Kordelia is a fourth grade 
student, her favorite subject 
is history and she likes to play 
softball.

To any first responders 

reading this, Kordelia would 
like to say “Thank you and 
you are still loved and appre-
ciated.”

To learn more about her 
fundraising projects visit face-
book.com/kordeliaslemonad-
estand.

Kordelia Coyne is raising money to buy gift cards for first responders by holding lemonade stands and receiving donations 
through her “Kordelia’s Lemonade Stand” Facebook page. Here, she is selling lemonade and baked goods at M&M Building 
Supply in Mathews on Oct. 10 where she raised over $1,000 for the gift cards. 

Training firefighters is serious business
BY SHERRY HAMILTON

Training firefighters is serious 
business, whether teaching them 
how to drive a fire truck, put out 
a fire, force open a door, search 
for victims, or attend to any of the 
myriad other tasks required when 
responding to a fire, not to mention 
keeping themselves and others safe 
while doing it all.

Captain Andy Nazak, Officer in 
Charge of Fire Training for the 
Gloucester Volunteer Fire and Res-
cue Squad, heads a team of a dozen 
instructors who oversee training for 
the department. Every year, they or-
ganize a four-month-long session of 
classes to teach around 15 firefight-
ers the skills and knowledge base 
required to obtain Firefighter 1, Fire-
fighter 2, and Hazardous Materials 
certification.

It takes a significant amount of 
time to achieve certification in all 
three areas—160 hours for Firefight-
er 1, 57 hours for Firefighter 2, and 
32 hours for Hazardous Materials, 
for a total of 249 hours. Classes are 
held Tuesday and Thursday nights, 
with hands-on training every Satur-
day and Sunday, from early January 
to mid-May.

But Nazak said in addition to the SHERRY HAMILTON / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Andy Nazak, Gloucester Volunteer Fire and Rescue Squad’s captain in charge of fire training, and a team of instructors provide hands-on training for Firefighter 1 and 2 candidates at this burn building 
in Harcum.SEE TRAINING FIREFIGHTERS, PAGE 2C

Sid Foster of the Mathews County Sheriff’s Office thanks Kordelia Coyne for her 
regional effort to support first reponders.
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804-693-2100 • Rt. 17, Gloucester

THANK 
YOU 
FOR YOUR 
COURAGE

Doctors, Nurses,
Medical Staff and 
First Responders
Who Keep Our 
Communities Safe

             

         
        

         
       

    

 
      

  
     

        
  

    
  

    
    
    
    
    

  

    
   

 

 
         

        
         

       
    

         
        

         
       

    

         
        

         
       

    

        

   

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

   

 

  
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
  

 

  
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
  

      

      

           

 

      

  

   

 

      
  

             
            

          
          

         
        

             

  

WWW.GLOUCESTERTOYTA.COM 

Adams Flooring LLC
The Name You Can Stand On

adamshardwoodflooring@gmail.com

Gloucester, VA

757-880-2871

WE SUPPORTWE SUPPORT

OUR FIRST RESPONDEROUR FIRST RESPONDER

Embroidery

Quality work for 21 years.

804-694-4747

Shannon
Curtis

757-715-3795
shannon@jjcrealtygrou.com

JJCRealty Group.com

We Support Our
First 

Responders
THANK YOU!

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1C)

SHERRY HAMILTON / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

The second floor of the burn building has a metal bed-like propane structure that 
simulates a bedroom fire.

SHERRY HAMILTON / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

A burn prop that has a commercial stove appearance uses propane to simulate a kitchen fire for training purposes at the 
Middle Peninsula Regional Training Center at Harcum. A monitoring system shuts the system down if the temperature 
reaches 750 degrees. Special tiles line the walls and ceiling of the room to keep the heat from damaging the metal and 
concrete structure.

SHERRY HAMILTON / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Actual metal beds in a separate second-floor room are used to help teach search-
and-rescue tactics. Mattresses are placed on the beds, and other pieces of furni-
ture may be put in place, and firefighters are taught how to search for people in a 
smoky environment.

classroom and hands-on time 
they spend with students, in-
structors spend many more 
hours in preparation for the 
classes, including building 
props to simulate real-fire 
conditions. He said it’s not un-
usual for the training team to 
put in 300 to 400 hours during 
the spring training program.

The team also offers a range 
of additional classes through-
out the year in skill areas 
such as emergency vehicle 
operations, driver/pump op-
erations, driver/aerial opera-
tions, and others. Each one of 
these classes requires the in-
structor to achieve separate 
certification. For instance, 
one such class, “Mayday Fire-
fighter Down,” centers around 
a firefighter rescuing him/
herself or another person. It’s 
a 16-hour course, but it re-
quires the instructor to spend 
an additional 16 hours learn-
ing to teach it. And everything 
has to be taught to National 
Fire Prevention Association 

TRAINING FIREFIGHTERS: 
 A serious commitment of 

time and resources
(NFPA) standards.

Fire training center
The department’s training is 

enhanced by a fire training fa-
cility, a Class B burn building, 
located at Harcum. The Mid-
dle Peninsula Regional Fire 
Training Center is a two-story 
structure, with additional at-
tic space, that gives firefight-
ers-in-training the opportu-
nity to develop skills in such 
areas as handling a hose line, 
working a nozzle and practic-
ing streaming the water, and 
rescuing victims under smoke 
and fire conditions.

Initially a Class A burn build-
ing that only allowed for the 
burning of materials such as 
pallets and hay, the building 
is now equipped with propane 
for burning so that, rather 
than a short training session 
in which the firefighters extin-
guish the fire and are left with 
nothing else to do, there is a 
continuous gas-fed fire. The 
propane equipment, including 
exhaust fans and temperature 
regulators, along with steps 
for outdoor access, materials 
to finish the roof, and other 
materials, were all purchased 
four or five years ago with a 
$250,000 grant from the state.

The burn building is made 
entirely of concrete and met-

SEE TRAINING FIREFIGHTERS, PAGE 3C
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Where every Friday is ““FFiirrsstt  RReessppoonnddeerr  FFrriiddaayy””  

October Hours: Wednesday-Friday 10am-6pm, Saturday 10am-3pm 

loveyourwater.net Call 804-693-8981
Authorized Independent Kinetico Dealer 1-800-476-4426

Greg Thayer, Owner
5222 George Washington Memorial Highway, Gloucester, VA 23061

Thanks to all our First Responders 
for your Service!

Any Kinetico Water System
6 and 12 months same as cash with approved credit!

Expires 11/30/20

Free water analysis. 
Not only are we your local authorized independent 

Kinetico dealer, we also service all makes and models
of water treatment equipment!

*ROTTEN EGG SMELL? *  IRON STAINS? 
* ARE YOU TIRED OF HARD WATER?
CALL US TODAY!  WE CAN HELP!

Alvin “Jay” McGlohn, AIAO
Vice President

6571 Main Street • P.O. Box 1550 • Gloucester, VA 23061

757-320-5099 • 804-693-3502
Fax 804-694-0300 • Cell 804-815-4475

amcglohnjr@towneinsurance.com

THANK YOU
FIRST RESPONDERS

804-693-2544
Turn at stoplight at Ark (Fary’s Mill Rd.)
OPEN: MON.-FRI., HALF DAY SATURDAYS

No words seem adequate to express
our admiration and gratitude for 
the brave men & woman who run

towards danger to selflessly save others.

Thank You

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2C)

SHERRY HAMILTON / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

GVFRS fire training officer Captain Andy Nazak, in photo at left, talks about the clothing he dons before fighting a fire. It consists of boots, pants, a coat, a hood, gloves 
and a helmet. At right, Nazak has donned the clothing and is ready to put on his air pack and mask.

SHERRY HAMILTON / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

GVFRS fire training officer Captain Andy Nazak, above, talks about the air tank and 
mask he wears when entering a burning building. Below, Nazak fully dressed, in 
all of his turnout gear.

TRAINING FIREFIGHTERS: A serious commitment of time and resources

al, but the burn rooms—one 
downstairs and the other 
upstairs—are equipped with 
special tiles lining the walls 
and ceiling that contain the 
heat and prevent damage to 
the surrounding metal and 
concrete. The downstairs 
burn room is a simulated 
kitchen, with a $12,000 prop 
that looks like a large com-
mercial oven. During training, 
furnishings are brought in to 
simulate a real home environ-
ment, then propane is piped 
in to create a fire. Upstairs, 
the propane prop is a “twin 
bed” made entirely of metal. 
Nazak said he’s constantly 
searching for used/discarded 
metal furniture that can be 
used for training.

The propane props have 
sensors and controls that 
will automatically turn up the 
exhaust if the temperature in 
one of the rooms reaches 650 
degrees and will shut down 
the system altogether at 750 
degrees. The building is in-
spected every two years, al-
ternating between a company 
the fire department hires and 
a state inspector.

Learning to force open a 
door is accomplished with 
the help of two props the de-
partment purchased—steel 
doors set in frames that allow 
firefighters to practice us-
ing different tools and tech-
niques for forcible entry. But 
the doors came at a cost—
$4,000 for the smaller one 

and $8,000 for the larger one. 
A couple of “cutting trees,” at 
$2,000 each, allow trainees to 
practice using saws.

“We want to give students 
as much hands-on as pos-
sible,” said Nazak. “My thing 
is to provide quality training. 
I want firefighters that know 
what to look for, how to throw 
a ground ladder, how to force 
open a door.”

Background
A native of Vestal, New York, 

and a third-generation vol-
unteer firefighter, Nazak has 
been with Gloucester Volun-
teer Fire and Rescue since 
2006, but he has 20 years of 
experience in the fire service, 
beginning as a teenager. He 
joined the U.S. Air Force in 
2002, right out of high school, 
and worked as a firefighter 
for four years while stationed 
at Langley Air Force Base in 
Hampton. While there, he 
asked around about joining a 
volunteer fire department and 
was told about Gloucester.

As life so often goes, Nazak 
met a young woman, Lind-
say Fary, then-Fire Chief Joe 
Fary’s daughter, and decided 
that Gloucester was where 
he wanted to be. The two 

married and now have two 
sons, three years old and five 
months old.

After leaving the Air Force, 
Nazak got a job as a firefight-
er/paramedic with Fort Eustis 
Fire and Emergency Servic-
es, and he’s been there ever 
since. He works 24 hours a 
day, 13 days a month, and vol-
unteers for Gloucester on his 
days off.

For information about vol-
unteering with GVFRS, visit 
gvfrs.org, email training1@
gvfrs.org, or call 804-693-2148.

HOMESCHOOLING HOMESCHOOLING 
2020-2021?2020-2021?  

WWe are your one-stop-shop e are your one-stop-shop 
for all your laminating and for all your laminating and 

printing needsprinting needs..  
banners • charts & graphs   

crossword puzzles • educational  
posters  • flash cards • maps 

workbooks • worksheets & more
804-693-3101804-693-3101
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Proud to help protect what matters most.
Thank you to our local Gloucester & Mathews 

Volunteer Fire & Rescue Squads. 

Nan & Ken Evans
804-642-2266
2674A George Wash. Mem. Hwy.
Hayes, VA 23072-3464

To All Of Our Local Police, 
Fire, and Rescue Personnel –

Thank You So Much For Your Service!  

We Appreciate You!

Faulkner Funeral Homes 
& Cremation Services

“Celebrate Every Life”

Foster-Faulkner Chapel
Mathews, VA
804-725-2141

Bristow-Faulkner Chapel                   Marks-Bristow Chapel
Saluda, VA                                    Tappahannock, VA

804-758-2315                                      804-443-2210

     

 

                   

For active and retired
FIRST RESPONDERS
$10 off toilet rental for a one-day

event with this ad ~ expires 8-31-2021 
1 discount per rental setup w/payment.

Not valid with other discounts, 
excludes holidays

No cash value. Valid in locally serviced
areas (Gloucester, Mathews, Middlesex)

THANK YOU! 

Thank You!
For Keeping Our
Community Safe!

Anna’s Italian Pizza
804-693-4171    Main Street Center, Gloucester

Mon-Fri 9-5:30 
Sat 9-4:30        

7023 Geo. Wash.
Mem. Hwy.
Yorktown 

757-833-3633
www.DoddRV.com

757-898-4907
5308 WASHINGTON SQUARE, RT. 17, YORKTOWN

MMaarrkk  FFrriieeddmmaann’’ss
Custom Jewelers

GOLDSMITH ON PREMISES

CUSTOM WORK 
JEWELRY REPAIRS 

RING SIZING 
PEARL RESTRINGING

Citizens Watches - Diamond Jewelry  
14k Gold Earrings - 14k Jewelry 

Estate Jewelry - His & Her Wedding Bands
Ladies Fashion Rings

W. Kent Early
Accounting & Tax Service

• Professional Tax Preparation
• Electronic Filing
• Individuals, Sole Props, Partnerships, S-Corps, C-Corps,   

LLCs and Estates & Trusts
• Tax & Business Planning
• Monthly Write-up & Bookkeeping Services
• Financial Statements
• Full Payroll Services
• Over 100 years of combined experience
• QuickBooks Setup & Training
• Specializing in Back Tax Issues
• Estate and Trust Administration
• A full service Accounting and Tax Practice

33884477  GGeeoorrggee  WWaasshhiinnggttoonn  MMeemmoorriiaall  HHiigghhwwaayy,,  OOrrddiinnaarryy,,  VVAA  2233113311
880044--664422--33000000  ••  ffaaxx  880044--664422--33331111

kkeeaarrllyy@@wwkkeettaaxx..ccoomm

Individual & Corporate 
Tax and Accounting

Services
DEHNERT, CLARKE & CO., PC

Certified Public Accountants
• Town Center, Mathews •

• Steamboat Road, Irvington •
Due to COVID our Mathews office hours have changed 

to Tuesday thru Friday 9 to 4.  
Appointments available by teleconference

Mathews Phone: 804-725-7317 or 804-725-9958, 
if no answer 1-800-394-1019
Irvington Phone: 804-438-5656

www.dccocpa.com

THANK YOU!

Dutton and Hudgins recount 
their 50 years with MVFD

MELANY SLAUGHTER / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Sammy Dutton, at left, and Jimmy “Bullet” Hudgins have been with the Mathews Volunteer Fire Department for about 50 years each and have seen a lot of positive 
changes throughout their years of service. Here, they are pictured at Station 4 in Cobbs Creek. 

BY MELANY SLAUGHTER

Between the two of them, 
Sammy Dutton and Jimmy 
“Bullet” Hudgins have de-
voted a century’s worth of 
service to the Mathews Volun-
teer Fire Department.

Hudgins joined the Mathews 
Station when he was only 19 
years old and Dutton joined 
the Cobbs Creek Station when 
he was in his early twenties. 
Both became volunteers be-
cause the stations were in 
need of new faces.

“They needed young peo-
ple,” said Dutton.

Throughout their years of 
service, Dutton and Hudgins 
have seen a lot of positive 
changes.

When they first started at 
the department, they would 
use World War II canisters 
to breathe through for fresh 
air when fighting a fire. In 
the 1980s, the department 
switched to using Scott Air-
Paks. 

They have also seen im-
provements in communica-
tion, buildings and equip-
ment. According to Dutton, all 
of the stations are equipped 
with trucks that have good-
sized tanks. This is beneficial 
because all of the stations 
have to carry their own wa-
ter to fight fires because of 
the lack of fire hydrants in 
Mathews.

Many of these upgrades 
have been made possible by 
holding fundraisers in the 
county. 

“The people of Mathews 
County have been good to the 
fire department,” said Dutton. 

Hudgins commented that 
MVFD could not survive with-
out the support of Mathews 

residents.
MVFD has many high-dollar 

expenses. It costs $5,000 to 
outfit only one firefighter in 
full turnout gear to respond 
to a structure fire. The depart-
ment also has to worry about 
maintaining its trucks and 
buildings. 

One downside that MVFD 
has experienced lately is the 
lack of new volunteers.

According to Hudgins, all of 
the Mathews stations used to 
have waiting lists to join. Now, 
they are having trouble get-
ting new volunteers.

“It’s hard to get the volun-
teers that you need anymore,” 
said Dutton.

Station 4 in Cobbs Creek is 
the only station in Mathews 
that is full. According to 
Hudgins, each station is al-
lowed to have three junior 
members but none do. 

When needed, Mathews, 
Gloucester and Middlesex fire 
departments will provide mu-
tual aid for each other. Dutton 
and Hudgins recounted the 
day MVFD received assistance 

from both Gloucester and 
Middlesex fire departments 
in January 2019 when Bayside 

Joinery, Cobbs Creek, caught 
on fire on the very cold and 
windy day.

Moughons Ace hardware 
Your place in Mathews for Fire Prevention Products: 

Fire Extinguishers, Smoke and Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors, Batteries and More 

 
40 Main Street, Mathews                        804-725-2600 

Open  
Monday – Saturday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Sundays 10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Thank You First Responders!
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MILLER’S SEPTIC
SERVICE, INC.
FFOORR  PPRROOMMPPTT  SSEERRVVIICCEE  CCAALLLL
669933--22007755  OORR  775588--44331144

880044--443388--55552244
James L. Miller Jr., President 11723 Harcum Road
James L. Miller III, Vice President  Gloucester, VA 23061

I support the first responders in our communities and I am 
proudly married to one! 

Thank you for all you do each day to keep our 
communities safe.

FREEDOM STREET
P A R T N E R S
L I F E  |  W E A L T H  |  R E T I R E M E N T

2000 Hillpoint Blvd. N. Suite 
200, Suffolk, VA 23234

757-809-2130
www.FreedomStreetPartners.com

Margie Wiley
Financial Advisor, AAMS

I support the first responders in our communities and I am 
proudly married to one! 

Thank you for all you do each day to keep our 
communities safe.

FREEDOM STREET
P A R T N E R S
L I F E  |  W E A L T H  |  R E T I R E M E N T

2000 Hillpoint Blvd. N. Suite
200, Suffolk, VA23234

757-809-2130
www.FreedomStreetPartners.com

Margie Wiley
Financial Advisor, AAMS

I support the first responders in our communities and I am 
proudly married to one! 

Thank you for all you do each day to keep our 
communities safe.

FREEDOM STREET
P A R T N E R S
L I F E  |  W E A L T H  |  R E T I R E M E N T

2000 Hillpoint Blvd. N. Suite
200, Suffolk, VA23234

757-809-2130
www.FreedomStreetPartners.com

Margie Wiley
Financial Advisor, AAMS Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.  Member 

FINRA/SIPC.  Freedom Street Partners is not a registered broker/dealer and is 
independent of Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.  Investment Advisory 
services offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.

Pro Coat Finishing 

Advanced Finishing Systems 

WE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERS 
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Pro Coat Finishing   Advanced Finishing Systems 

Media Blasting & Powder Coating  Anodizing, Plating, Electropolishing 

804-684-5577 804-642-7669

   

   

    

Law Enforcement Officers 

Firefighters 

EMS/Paramedics 

911 Operators 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE 
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      Anodizing, Plating, Electropolishing 

8

DIXIE KNOLL FARM
Gathered-Fresh Grade A Eggs

From Cage Free/Free Roaming Hens
A Family Tradition Since 1925

W.P. Sadler & Family
Sales on Farm - $3 dozen
38 Green Point Lane
Dutton, VA 23050

804-725-3994 Farm      804-384-2474 Cell
804-725-2024 home

Whirlpool
Home

Appliances

Plumbing
Heating
Air Conditioning

Phone 804-693-2102 • Fax 804-694-8044 • danny.hodgbry@gmail.com
DDaannnnyy  RR..  MMccCClloouudd,,  MMaannaaggeerr

Winter is Right Around The Corner!

Let Our
Heating

PROFESSIONALS
get you ready!

Hodges & Bryant, LLC

BALLARD & SERIO
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

3 TAX RETURN PREPARATIONS
Corporate        Individual        Non-Profits

3 ESTATE PLANNING
3 BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL CONSULTANTS

3 ACCOUNTING SERVICES
Financial Statements             Payroll

3 COMPUTERIZED ACCOUNTING SERVICES
Sage (Peachtree) etc. and QuickBooks Consulting

3 AUDITS

Let Us Help You Meet Your Financial Goals In These Challenging Times
Reasonable Rates -- Readily Accessible

6388 Fleming Rilee Lane
(off Route 17)
PO Box 220, Gloucester

(electronic filing available)

804-693-4711

•Complete Auto Service   •State Inspection
•Custom Exhaust Systems •Complete A/C Service

• Computer 4-Wheel Alignment
•23 1/2-Hr. Towing Service
• Auto Repairs by Skilled Mechanics

WWee  AArree  AA  VViirrggiinniiaa  FFaarrmm  BBuurreeaauu  DDeeaalleerr
SHOP 725-7129 • Mathews
Grover Bergdoll, Owner

GROVER’S AUTO SERVICE
Front  Alignment

$1000
off regular cost

Offer good until Nov. 30, 2020

Protect your family and home: 
change your batteries

When you change your 
clocks on Sunday back to 
standard time, it’s a good 
time to change the batteries 
in your smoke alarm as well.

The National Fire Protec-
tion Association is among 
the agencies that recom-
mends this simple rule: 
change your clocks, and 
change your batteries.

Smoke alarms do save 
lives … but only if they are 
working.

The NFPA also recom-
mends replacing smoke 
alarms when they are 10 
years old. The date of man-
ufacture is supposed to be 
printed on the back of each 
detector.

A report issued last year 
by NFPA states that almost 
three out of five home fire 
deaths happened in homes 
with no smoke alarms, or no 
working smoke alarms.

NFPA recommends in-
stalling the alarms in every 
sleeping room of the house, 
on every level of the home, 
and outside separate sleep-
ing areas. Special alarms are 
available for people hard of 
hearing.

If all these recommenda-
tions are followed, there 
is one more that must be 
observed: when a smoke 
alarm sounds, get outside 
and stay outside. 

Surprise lunch
Last month, all of the staff of the Mathews County Sheriff’s Office was treated to lunch. A local family delivered Subway 

sandwiches, chips, apples, sweets and 
a “Thank You” card.  “So appreciative of 
folks who care about, understand and 
support law enforcement,” a Facebook 
post from the MCSO read.

The York-Poquoson Sher-
iff’s Office will hold its 20th 
annual “Shop with a Sheriff” 
campaign in December. With 
the help of local churches and 
schools, at least 100 children 
from York County and the City 
of Poquoson will be selected 
to participate.

The children will arrive at 
the Tabb Walmart on Saturday 
morning, Dec. 12, to go Christ-
mas shopping with York-Po-

York-Poquoson Sheriff’s Office holds 
‘Shop with a Sheriff’

quoson deputies. To continue 
this positive and meaningful 
opportunity for the kids, Sher-
iff J.D. “Danny” Diggs is asking 
local businesses, community 
organizations and individuals 
to contribute this year. 

Checks can be made pay-
able to “Shop with a Sheriff” 
and mailed to the York-Poquo-
son Sheriff’s Office Shop with 
a Sheriff, P.O. Box 99, York-
town, VA. 23690. All donations 
are tax deductible. To contrib-
ute or receive more informa-
tion about “Shop with a Sher-
iff”, contact Shelley Anderson 
at 757-890-3653. 

The Gloucester Sheriff’s 
Office has canceled its Shop 
with a Cop program for this 
year due to concerns about 
the COVID-19 pandemic.



Y M C K

6C  GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL 		  THURSDAY OCTOBER 29, 2020

5195 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy.,
Gloucester, VA 

804-824-9904

880044--669944--66777755
J. Mark West, Owner, Master HVAC Technician             

Licensed & Insuredpremierhvac@outlook.com                                                      24-Hour Service

Heating - Cooling - Water Heaters

Sales - Service all Brands - Installation

3905 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Hayes, VA
(across from Susanna Wesley United Methodist Church)

757-707-0266
www.pruittauto.com

THANK Y
OU!

We WoulD like to thAnk All the first resPonDers...Job Well Done

the Dent Pro
the PAintless Dent rePAir exPert

tom Wilburn
oWner/mAster techniciAn

19+ yeArs of exPerience 804-413-3053
sAtisfAction guArAnteeD tJWoo99@yAhoo.com

google the Dent Pro
WWW.theDentPro.biz

Discount

to All

Police

officers

Discount
to AllPoliceofficers

Serving Gloucester, Mathews, Middlesex, 
Lancaster, West Point counties and surrounding areas.

5103 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Hayes, Va.  23072

Call
Theresa Ashberry 

Associate Broker/Realtor®
Century 21/Nachman Realty

804-815-8495

I’m the           to the home of your dreams!

 

Mon.-Fri. 9-5 • Sat. 9-12
10571 Buckley Hall Road, Mathews • 804-725-5728

STEWART’S TILE & CARPET CENTER
We support our First Responders!

Sherri Clark
Tupperware
Love What You Do!!

804-577-7112
http://sherriclark, my.tupperware.com
sherri.tupperware@yahoo.com

Party With Me! Join My Team!!

A Local Business You Can Trust
Special Orders • Professional Service

CCOOLLEE  SSUUPPPPLLYY
804-725-7000

Fax 725-7878 Hrs: Mon., Tues
Emergency Supplies Thurs. & Fri. 8-4
call 725-7322                                            Wed. & Sat. 8-12

72 Pine Hall Rd., Mathews         

Thanks
for your

dedication

FILE PHOTOS; 1921 PHOTO COURTESY OF MARY ANN GILMAN

Before fire protection
Mathews Court House suffered three devastating fires in a 21-year period in the 
20th century, before organized fire protection was available.  Top left left, a scene 
from after the fire in 1921; at right, after a fire in 1926; below left, the fire of 
1942. Large swaths of commercial property were wiped out in each blaze, and 
only bucket brigades and chemical trucks were available to check the progress of 
the flames.

Available to all guests with coupon
at Your Pie Gloucester. Expires 12/31/2020
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Joshua D Junker, Agent
PO Box 2155
6728 Sutton Road, Gloucester, Virginia 23061-2155

Bus 804-693-9141
Fax 804-693-9040
www.joshuajunker.net
josh@joshuajunker.net

24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

 
  

    
   

    
  

    
   

 

   

 
 

 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
   

    
  

    

 
     

   

   
    

 
  

 
  

  

 
  

   

  
   

 
  

Thanks to all the 
First Responders

Thank You
First Responders
Stay Safe

trailer world 2_trailer world.qxd  9/25/2020  9:41 AM  Page 1

Gerald L. Andrews          

Andrews Funeral Home & Crematory
7192 Main Street, Gloucester, VA     804-693-2366

www.andrewsfuneralservices.com

THANK YOU FOR MAKING OUR 
COMMUNITY A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE!

AUTO MAX
OOFF  GGLLOOUUCCEESSTTEERR

AAtt  SSeeaawweellll’’ss  OOrrddiinnaarryy
804-695-0660 www.automaxofgloucester.com

Free Estimates • Licensed, Bonded, Insured
Our trucks are treated for bed bugs after every move

Daryl Lackey
Cell 757-871-7295 4826 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy.
Office 804-824-9360 Hayes, VA 23072
Email: daryl@wemovevirginia.com           www.WeMoveVirginia.com

I Support
First

Responders!

TThhaannkk  
yyoouu!!

Jim Miller Construction, Inc.
Family owned since 1976

Serving the Peninsula, Middle Peninsula and Northern Neck
Class A License and Insured

Member of Better Business Bureau and Gloucester County Chamber of Commerce

15457 George Wash. Mem. Highway, Glenns, Va.
James L. Miller Jr. Phone: 804-758-4315

President Fax: 804-758-4316

Abingdon Volunteer firemen added a tank truck in 1958. Standing with the converted fuel truck and a pumper truck outside the station at Bena are from left, Carlyle Brown, I. R. Blake Jr., C. M. “Buck” Rowe, Marion Davis and Joe Brown. FILE PHOTOS

Through the years, answering the call
Abingdon fire volunteers are shown, upper left,  in1958 with a converted fire truck and pumper, outside their original station in Bena. From left are Carlyle Brown, I.R. Blake Jr., C.M. “Buck” Rower, Marion Davis and Joe Brown.Below, Abingdon Rescue’s 
first ambulance is shown in 1968, inspected by an unidentified man. Top right, Gloucester volunteers welcomed a new fire truck delivered in 1968. J. J. O’Connor, right, assistant chief, and fireman Wrayfield Oliver admire the new truck just purchased and 
put into service in April 1968 by the Gloucester Volunteer Fire Company. The $18,000 unit arrived at the Court House fire station at 4:30 p.m. on March 30, and half an hour later went out on a call to a structure fire.

 The first AVFRS ambulance looked quite different from today’s models. Abingdon Volunteer Rescue Squad was established in 1968 and later merged with Abingdon Volunteer Fire.

Made in the USA by the Gazette-Journal, Gloucester, Virginia

September 11 is officially 
designated as First Respond-
er Day in Virginia, thanks to 
a joint resolution passed last 
year.

During its 2019 session, the 
Virginia General Assembly 
adopted Virginia House Joint 
Resolution 646 that estab-
lished Sept. 11 as the day to 
remember and recognize first 
responders in Virginia, ac-
cording to the resolution, “for 
their courage and dedication 
to protect and aid the public 
during emergencies as both 
professional and volunteer 
first responders.”

The resolution identifies 
first responders as 911 dis-
patchers, law enforcement of-
ficers, professional and volun-
teer firefighters, professional 
and volunteer emergency 
medical services personnel, 
emergency management pro-
fessionals, search and res-
cue teams, rescue pilots and 
divers, the Virginia National 
Guard and members of other 
public safety organizations.

The resolution was intro-

duced in the 2019 session by 
Del. Michael P. Mullin (D-New-
port News).

Sept. 11 is First Responder Day in Virginia
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TTHHAANNKK  YYOOUU
FFIIRRSSTT  

RREESSPPOONNDDEERRSS

Mathews Insurance Agency, Inc.

“It’s a bad policy not to
have a good one.”
miainsurance07@gmail.com

Box 7 Mathews, Va. 804-725-2113

Mathews Lawn & Garden, Inc.

Ricky Tomlinson
Hardwood Mulch • Propane • Non-Ethanol Gas

P.O. Box 314 (804) 725-5555
9306 Buckley Hall Rd. Fax (804) 725-0905
Mathews, VA 23109            E-mail: mathewslawn@live.com

THANK YOU
for your

service to our 
community!

We Are So Thankful 
For Our First Responders!

7012 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Gloucester, VA 23061                 
across from Hardee’s

•  Financing Available  • Free Estimates
Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m • Saturdays 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

804-693-2372

3105 George Washington Memorial Highway
Hayes, VA 23072

804-642-9044 • sales@aircareinc.biz

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR SERVICE
FIRST RESPONDER

HOMES, WATERFRONT, COMMERCIAL RENTALS, FARMS
GLOUCESTER, VIRGINIA 23061 • www.Hoggerealestate.com

OFFICE: 804-693-5410 • 804-693-2161  

Hogge Real Estate, Inc.

Forrest Brothers 
Monument Sales

Affordably Priced Monuments
Bronze, Marble, Special Designs & Engraving

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT

WE COME TO YOU
Steven Forrest, owner

804-725-9865

KIM ROBINS / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Gloucester Sheriff’s Office Capt. John Schick Jr., seated, has been named the next chief of police in Canyon City, Colorado. Taking over his duties at the GSO will be 
investigators Steve Perry, Jamie Sharp and Michael Rice, standing from left. Schick credits Gloucester Sheriff Darrell Warren, at right, for the opportunity to gain the 
needed experience for the new job.

Capt. Schick to leave GSO to become 
a chief of police in Colorado

BY KIM ROBINS

Gloucester Sheriff’s Office 
Capt. John Schick Jr. is leaving 
his post next month for a new 
position as the chief of police 
in Canyon City, Colorado. 

Schick said his reason for 
leaving is twofold. “If I wanted 
to be a chief, I would have to 
go somewhere else, and I’ve 
always wanted to pursue a 
chief’s chair,” Schick said. 
“Also, my wife and I both love 
to hike and we especially like 
the mountains.” 

Schick holds a master’s 
degree in criminal justice ad-
ministration from St. Leo Uni-
versity and is a 2016 graduate 
of the FBI Academy. After ap-
plying for the chief’s position, 
Schick soon learned that he 
was one of four finalists for 
the job and he was a quick 
pick after his interview.

“I think the reason that I was 
successful with this agency 
(in Canyon City) is that every-
thing that I talked about that 
impressed them was a direct 
influence of the Gloucester 
Sheriff’s Office, especially the 
experience that I had that 
came with the opportunity to 
serve as a captain.”

Schick was the first to re-
ceive a captain’s appointment 
when Gloucester Sheriff Dar-
rell Warren restructured the 

Gloucester County Sheriff’s 
Office in 2012. Four captains 
and a major ultimately com-
prised Warren’s command 
staff, and Schick’s command 
has been over uniform patrol 
and investigations. 

“I’ve done everything in law 
enforcement, from crisis in-
tervention to investigations 
to working with the tactical 
team. My professional per-
spective is pretty broad and 
I have experience in training 
other officers. I owe a lot to 
Darrell Warren for giving me 
that captain’s opportunity 
and for the experience that it 
has brought me.”

He said, being a “Navy baby,” 
he does not really have any 
hometown roots. His father’s 
last navy assignment was at 
the Naval Weapons Station in 
Yorktown, which led the fam-
ily to settle in Gloucester. 

Schick said he joined the 
GSO in 1991 and served about 
three and a half years before 
leaving it for the Newport 
News Police Department. 
“The grass is always greener,” 
Schick said, and he returned 
to the GSO after a short stint 
in the city. 

Schick had reached the 
rank of sergeant before leav-
ing the GSO and was soon 
promoted to lieutenant after 
he returned. He headed up 
the GSO investigative unit for 
several years before making 
a lateral move to lead a small 
team of school resource offi-
cers. 

Schick was assigned to 
Gloucester High School 
where he and another officer 

provided security and served 
as role models. After a few 
years, he gave up the job of 
working with local youth to 
take the captain’s position.

Along the way, Schick said 
he has also witnessed first 
hand the evolution of the 
GSO’s tactical team which 
has advanced from serving 
warrants to operating in high 

SEE SCHICK LEAVING, PAGE 9C

GLOUCESTER -MATHEWS

See us on Facebook



Y M C K

THURSDAY OCTOBER 29, 2020	 	 GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL  9C   

RRtt..  3333,,  DDeellttaavviillllee  ••  880044--777766--66113311

We salute the brave first responders in our community and across the
country for their tireless dedication to keeping us safe. 

Hats off to our

FIRST RESPONDERS

Mildred "Nany" A. Gonzalez, Owner
757-240-2664 Main Phone Number

757-273-8265 Main Fax Number
2924 Geo. Washington Mem. Hwy., Hayes, VA 23072

739 Thimble Shoals Blvd., STE 704 AB, Box 13, Newport News, VA 23606

F.A. Cottee
Sand & Gravel, Inc.
Personally Serving Gloucester Co. Since 1976

Sends a special 
“Thank You”

to all of the 1st Responders & 
Health Care Workers

Call Al at 804-725-8751 if you’re in need of any
Sand-Top Soil • Fill Dirt-Clay
Screened Recycled Asphalt

6577 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Gloucester, VA 23061
804-693-4114 

OF GLOUCESTER

We Pay Tribute To Our First Responders

THANK YOU!

““TThhee  MMeenn  OOff  VViissiioonn””
Hours: Monday - Friday  • 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

880044--669933--55991199 SSuuiittee  110033,,  WWaalltteerr  RReeeedd  PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall  PPaarrkk,,  GGlloouucceesstteerr

WROTEN OIL COMPANY, INC.
Mathews • 804-725-2565

Thank You 
First Responders Trusts, Estates, Real Property, 

Business Planning and Contracts 
Melissa D. Johnson    804-815-6323 
6517 Main Street • P.O. Box 339 • Gloucester, Va. 23061

Melissa D. Johnson, PLLC
Attorney and Counselor at Law

First Responders are the True HEROES

BEST POOLS 
1624 RT. 17, YORKTOWN (LOOK FOR THE PINK HOUSE)

757-596-8658        1-800-861-SWIM
www.bestpools.net • Open Mon.-Sat. 9-5

Now 
Taking 
Pool 

Deposits 
for 
2021!

 

Thank you 

for keeping

 us safe!

White Marsh 
Shopping Center
4834 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., White Marsh

Real Estate Settlements
804-210-1354   7307 Martin Street Gloucester, Va 23061

risk situations. 
Another thing that Schick 

has been involved with that 
has also had a big effect on 
the GSO is the agency’s annual 
Shop with a Cop (SWAC) pro-
gram. Schick heads up SWAC, 
which works year round to 
raise funds to help provide 
Christmas gifts for needy fam-
ilies in the community. 

“The amount of children, 
120 or 130 kids, and the 
amount of money we raise 
and the volunteers we involve 
with it make SWAC one of the 
biggest programs of its kind 
in the area. It has built some 
great partnerships,” he said. 
“It’s been good for the kids 
and their families and for us 
and our volunteers.

“It’s also helped to change 
our perspective,” Schick con-
tinued. “I think it helped us 
find a balance between ef-
ficient law and order and ef-
fective community policing. 
A lot of things they are talking 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8C)

SCHICK LEAVING: GCSO veteran headed to become a chief in Colorado

about now in criminal justice 
reform, we’re already doing.”

When asked about the most 
interesting case he has been 
involved with, Schick cites 
a double homicide that oc-
curred in the county in De-
cember 2017. A man fatally 
shot two women in their resi-
dence while the young daugh-
ter of one of the victim’s was 
also in the home. The suspect, 
Kenneth Miller, ultimately re-
ceived an 85-year sentence 
on convictions of murder and 
robbery. 

“Just the response, of us 
coming together to get the 
suspect identified and into 
custody so quickly,” Schick 
recalled. “And SWAC was able 
to be there for the daughter. 
That was a kind of pinnacle 
moment for me, the law and 
order aspect and the over-
whelming support from the 
community for that little girl.”

Most recently, Schick began 
teaching a criminal justice 
class at GHS. “It’s been nice 
to hear the students’ perspec-

tives and it’s a good recruit-
ment opportunity,” he said 
of the class that began last 
fall and resumed again last 
month. “Fortunately, I like 
virtual learning so teaching 
online is pretty easy for me.”

When Schick leaves next 
month, GSO investigator Mi-
chael Rice will take his place 
teaching the GHS class. Also, 
GSO investigator Steve Perry 
will take over the SWAC pro-
gram and GSO chief inves-
tigator Jamie Sharp will be 
promoted to captain and take 
Schick’s place on Warren’s 
command staff. 

“Being able to fill the bench, 
having these people trained 
and ready to take over, I know 

everything that I’ve done will 
still go on down the road, and 
that’s a good feeling to leave 
with,” Schick said. 

With his wife now retired 
and their two children grown 
and out on their own, Schick 
is ready to leave for his new 
role as police chief. “I will 
miss the relationships,” he 
said. “This community, the 
closeness here. Gloucester 
is a phenomenal commu-
nity, so welcoming and sup-
portive, and the folks at the 
Gloucester Sheriff’s Office, 
they’ve been family for 30 
years. Eve and I both are cer-
tainly going to miss those re-
lationships.”

Home health care workers to 
receive one-time hazard pay

Using $73 million in fed-
eral CARES Act funding, Gov. 
Ralph Northam announced 
earlier this month that a 
one-time, pre-tax payment of 
$1,500 will be made available 
to an estimated 43,500 home 
health care workers who pro-
vide personal care and who 
served Medicaid members 
between March 12 and June 
30.

The money is being given 
as a form of hazard pay to 
those who served high-risk 
populations during the early 
months of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, a release from the 
governor’s office stated.

“Home health care work-
ers are often unseen, unsung 
and underpaid, but they 
do the vital work of caring 
for vulnerable Virginians,” 
said Northam. “Their jobs 
put them at higher risk dur-
ing this pandemic, and this 
hazard payment is a way we 
can acknowledge that they 
put themselves in harm’s 
way to help others. I want to 
thank our home health care 
workers for the work they 
do every day to keep people 
healthy.”

In addition to the hazard 
payments, the state budget 
that went into effect July 
1 included a 7 percent pay 
raise over two years for 
home health workers, and 
the Department of Medical 
Assistance Services is work-
ing to provide those work-
ers with personal protective 
equipment, including masks, 
gloves and hand sanitizer.

“The majority of home 
health care workers are 
women, and women of color, 
providing critical health ser-
vices for low pay,” said State 
Sen. Louise Lucas (D-Ports-
mouth). She serves as chair 
of the Senate Education and 
Health Committee.

“This hazard payment ac-
knowledges the essential 
work that they do and the 
risks they took especially in 

the early months of the pan-
demic, when less was known 
about this virus,” she said. “It 
is one way we can show ap-
preciation to the people who 
do such important work.”

“Home health care work-
ers are unsung heroes even 
in the best of times, and the 
pandemic has put them at 
higher risk and under greater 
stress,” said Del. Mark Sick-
les (D-Franconia), chair of 
the House Health, Welfare 
and Institutions Committee. 
“This hazard payment is a 
way to show these workers 
that we value them and the 
essential work that they do.”

The Department of Medical 
Assistance Services, which 
oversees Virginia’s Medic-
aid program, will work with 
providers over the coming 
weeks to administer the pay-
ments to eligible workers, 
the release stated.
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Beautiful Sterling Silver Jewelry
Gifts & Accessories • Pandora  

6630 Main Street, Gloucester • 804-694-3100
Mon.-FRil 10-5 • Sat. 9:30-5

www.thesilverbox.net

880044--669933--33661177
6558 Belroi Road, Gloucester

Give us a call for all 
your plumbing, heating

and air conditioning needs.

HHeerrbbeerrtt  CClleemmeennttss  
&&  SSoonnss,,  IInncc..

PPlluummbbiinngg  ••  HHeeaattiinngg  ••  AA//CC
TToo  aallll  oouurr  

FFiirrsstt  RReessppoonnddeerr  HHeerrooeess
wwhhoo  ggiivvee  ssoo  mmuucchh  ttoo  tthhee
ccoommmmuunniittyy  wwee  ssaayy............

Chesapeake Marine Training Institute
Bringing Professional Mariner Training To You!

www.chesapeakemarineinst.com
3566 George Washington Memorial Hwy., P.O. Box 1153

Hayes, VA 23072-1153               800-642-CMTI

All First Responders take $100 off Captain’s or $75 off OUPV
(6-pack) license courses when you register by November 6th

6907 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Gloucester, VA 
VA DLR • 1-800-693-2828 • 804-693-2828 

www.billhudginsauto.com • E-mail: sale@billhudginsauto.com

Since 1971

Give us a try before you buy!

THANK Y
OU!

FREE State Inspection 
to First Responders

Expires December 31, 2020

The ONLY one-piece,
guaranteed

clog-free gutter system.

www.starlinggutters.com

Restrictions
apply.

LABOR
50%

OFF

• Financing

Available

• Licensed

and

Insured

CALL TODAY!
757-898-9200 or 866-532-3482

S GTARLING GUTTERIN
I N C O R P O R A T E D

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1975

License

#2705086954 2009-2018 WINNER

Thank You for Your Courage
Doctors, Nurses, Medical Staff and First Responders for Keeping Our Communities Safe.

Thanks to all the 
First Responders for

all you do!

TYLER BASS / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Jack Whitmore has volunteered with Abingdon Fire and Rescue for 41 years, and is 
currently vice-president for the compnay.

While AVFR has grown a lot in his 41 years, mission remains the same
BY TYLER BASS

When Jack Whitmore joined 
Abingdon Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue almost 41 years ago, 
the department only had 
three bay doors; today it has 
21. Whitmore likes to remind 
the younger volunteers of 
this fact when he wants to 
point out how much AVFR has 
grown.

Whitmore has been a mem-
ber of AVFR since 1979 and 
has worked on both the fire 
and rescue crews. For the last 
four years, he’s held the title 
of vice president for the com-
pany.

He said that when he joined, 
the volunteers didn’t have 
enough turnout gear for ev-

eryone to have their own 
equipment. He said guys 
would get blisters from the 
shared old boots that were of-
ten too large for some.

When Whitmore was a kid, 
his father was a volunteer 
firefighter in York County, 
and would take Whitmore to 
the station. It was something 
he was always around. He 
said that when he moved to 
Gloucester, it was down the 
road from the old Station 5. 
He joined right when that sta-
tion was opening.

Although he no longer re-
sponds to calls, he handles 
the administrative work for 
the company, said Whitmore. 
He manages the insurance 
and grant funding that they 

apply for, which he compares 
to operating a small business. 
He also serves as the chair-
man to the Recruitment and 
Retention Committee.

Whitmore has seen a lot in 
his firefighting career, includ-
ing getting a pet monkey out 
of a tree. He’s also seen a lot 
of change. 

He joked that when he first 
joined the AVFR, the guys 
were only as tough as the 
amount of smoke they ate. 
He said that there are things 
that they used to do that just 
aren’t done anymore. Even 
the burns have changed as 
building materials change.

Whitmore was once a train-
ing officer for AVFR. He said 
what he had new volunteers 
do back then is different from 
what they do today. They 
have to be trained to respond 
to more and different types of 
calls than they used to, which 
means the volunteers have to 
be more knowledgeable.

Whitmore pointed out that 
the people who want to join 
as volunteers these days 
have to be dedicated. He said 

that some of the young peo-
ple who want to join aren’t 
able to because of the time 
required for training. They 
may have families they have 
to support, and they can’t do 
that while training.

To do something for four 
decades and to keep doing it 
takes passion. “I’ve enjoyed 
it. I’ve enjoyed the people,” 
said Whitmore, “I’ve enjoyed 
working with the community 
and giving back.”

Being retired, Whitmore de-
votes a lot of his time to AVFR 
as vice president. He said that 
some people hunt and fish, 
but he volunteers with AVFR. 
However, he doesn’t see what 
he does as a hobby. 

Whitmore said that when 
someone is with the compa-
ny, it’s because they want to 
be. The work is important to 
all the volunteers, especially 
the more experienced ones 
such as himself. Though his 
role with AVFR has changed 
through his years of service, 
he doesn’t see himself step-
ping away anytime soon.

First responders get 
free admission to Egypt 

exhibit at VMFA
Health care workers and 

first responders can receive 
free admission to the Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts in Rich-
mond to see the exhibit “Trea-
sures of Ancient Egypt: Sunk-
en Cities,” which is on view 
now through Jan. 18, 2021.

For this promotion, first 
responders include 911 dis-
patchers, law-enforcement of-
ficers, professional and volun-
teer firefighters, professional 
and volunteer emergency 
medical services personnel, 
emergency management pro-
fessionals, search and res-
cue teams, rescue pilots and 
divers, the Virginia National 
Guard, and members of other 
organizations in the public 
safety sector.

“Our health care workers 
and first responders have 
been on the front lines of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, working 
tirelessly to keep our com-
munities safe and healthy 
over the past seven months,” 
said Gov. Ralph Northam, 
who made the announcement 
along with museum director/
CEO Alex Nyerges.

“We are extending this well-
deserved ‘thank you’ from 
the Commonwealth and the 
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, 
and hope those who continue 
to serve Virginia so ably can 
experience this special exhi-
bition,” Northam said.

“VMFA welcomes first re-
sponders and all who work in 
health care to take advantage 
of free admission and this 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
to experience the wonders of 
ancient Egypt,” said Nyerges.

Among the nearly 300 ob-
jects featured in the exhibi-
tion are 250 works recovered 
from the underwater excava-
tions of the ancient Egyptian 
cities of Canopus and Thonis-

Heracleion. An additional 40 
objects were loaned by mu-
seums in Egypt. Highlights 
include a nearly 18-foot-tall, 
5.6-ton statue of the god Hapy, 
the largest stone statue of a 
god recovered from ancient 
Egypt, beautiful statues of 
other gods and rulers of that 
civilization, and fascinating 
objects used to celebrate the 
annual Mysteries of Osiris, 
the most important religious 
event in ancient Egypt.

Health care workers and 
first responders should call 
804-340-1405 to make their 
reservations and show their 
employee IDs or badges at 
the Visitors Services Desk 
when picking up their tickets. 
One free ticket is available 
per badge. Reservations for 
first-available tickets to the 
exhibition can also be made 
in person at the Visitors Ser-
vice Desk. Reservations may 
not be available on weekends 
due to heightened visitation 
on Saturdays and Sundays. 
Tickets are scheduled to help 
limit gallery capacity during 
the pandemic.

Visitors to VMFA will notice 
several measures in place to 
help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19 with the well-being 
of visitors, volunteers, and 
employees in mind. Masks 
are required in the museum 
and disposable masks will be 
provided to people who do 
not bring their own. For com-
plete information about the 
museum’s safeguards please 
visit the museum’s website at 
VMFA.museum/covid-19.

Ticket information
For those other than first 

responders, tickets to see the 
exhibit are $20 for adults, $16 
for seniors 65+, and $10 for 
youth aged 7-17 and college 
students with ID.

The Virginia Museum of 
Fine Arts is one of the larg-
est comprehensive art mu-
seums in the United States. 
VMFA, which opened in 1936, 
is a state agency and privately 
endowed educational insti-
tution. VMFA’s permanent 
holdings encompass nearly 
40,000 artworks, including the 
largest public collection of 
Fabergé arts outside of Rus-
sia, the finest collection of Art 
Nouveau outside of Paris, and 
one of the nation’s finest col-
lections of American art.

The Virginia Museum of Fine 
Arts is open 365 days a year 
with free general admission. 
For more information, call 
804-340-1400 or visit VMFA.
museum.

Thank you for your dedication!
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To the frontline heroes whose courage, dedication
and sacrifice this year have helped our communities
cope with the unprecedented challenges of the

coronavirus pandemic: 
We thank you from the bottom of our hearts!
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NICK’S
SPAGHETTI & STEAK HOUSE

OPEN REGULAR HOURS
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804-684-0708 804-642-2330                             804-785-6300
Rt. 17, Gloucester Point           Rt. 33, Shacklefords

6743 Main St.
Gloucester C.H.
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jharveyrealtor@gmail.com • www.patsyhallrealty.com

GREAT SELECTION OF NEW
& USED FIREARMS

Serving the community since 1875

6495 Ware Neck Road • Ware Neck 
804-693-3067  nuttallstore@gmail.com

Nuttall 
Country
Store

6643 Main Street, Gloucester
804-693-3494  •  1-800-257-3133
www.tomlinsonexterminating.com

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1971

6643 Main Street • Post Office Box 355, Gloucester, Virginia 23061

MIKE TOMLINSON • JEFFREY TOMLINSON
SHELLY TOMLINSON

Office:     (804) 693-3494 Fax: (804) 693-6889
Toll Free: (800) 257-3133                               www.tomlinsonexterminating.com

RICHARD C. LANGHORNE, P.C.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

6523 MAIN ST., SUITE 3 804-824-9434
P.O. BOX 1119 FAX 804-824-9540 
GLOUCESTER, VA 23061 EMAIL: Langhorne@rclpc.net

Leasures
Wrecker Service, Inc.

13793 Tidewater Trail
Saluda 

804-758-2961

Sal’s Sicilian Pizza
2520 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Hayes

804-642-6470$10 Hair Cuts
for

Military • First Responders • Nurses 
Staci Mullet, owner

Hayes Plaza Shopping Center • 804-684-5110
2368 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Hayes, VA 23072

ALL STORAGE
3113 George Washington Mem. Hwy.

Hayes • 804-642-0740

10% off for
First Responders, Law

Enforcements and Nurses

Amory Funeral Home, Inc.
410 Grafton Dr.

Yorktown, VA 23692
757-898-5722

75 years of Dedicated Service

138 Taoo
1696 George Wash. Mem. Hwy.

Gloucester Point, VA 23062
804-642-6500

Mon.-Sun. 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

10% discount for 
First Responders

Mark Belvin • 1528 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Glou. Pt., VA 23062

Hope In-Home Care
Companion & Personal Care

Aide Services
Quality care in the comfort of your home
Serving in eight counties since 2007!
Call for a FREE nursing assessment

804-824-9232
6762 Main St., Gloucester, VA

To the frontline heroes whose courage, dedication
and sacrifice this year have helped our communities
cope with the unprecedented challenges of the

coronavirus pandemic: 
We thank you from the bottom of our hearts!

WWEE  BBUUYY  GGOOLLDD
DON’T BE CONFUSED THERE IS ONLY 1
COURTHOUSE PAWN SHOP SINCE 1989
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J.K. Redmond Funeral Home
Since 1970

Kimberly Redmond Cosby, Owner & Manager

3632 L.B. Puller Memorial Highway
P.O. Box 266 • Shacklefords, Virginia 23156
Phone  804.785.3342            Fax  804.785.3118

Email  RedmondFH@aol.com  •  Website www.jkredmond.com

"Compassion is our Cornerstone "

Auction Marketing Specialists
www.expressauction.com 

804-695-1222
auctionzip.com (ID 4843 • (vaaf285)

Linda Newman Makowski, CAI, CES • 804-832-8471
Larry Makowski, CAL CES AARE • 410-365-2759
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Job Well Done!
10% 

off for 
first

responders

Bubb �
Shrimp Shac

Your loca  praw  broker!
White Marsh Shopping Center

804-684-5428
757-303-7576 mobile/text

facebook.com/bubbasshrimpshack

Free Drink 
and 10% off

for 1st Responders
and

Law Enforcements

TTHHEE  CCOOUURRTTHHOOUUSSEE  RREESSTTAAUURRAANNTT

6714 Main Street, Gloucester
804-210-1506        804-210-1507 Fax

Where Coffee
is always free!

Paying a visit
Local first responders paid an 
afternoon visit on Oct. 22 to residents 
at Commonwealth Senior Living at 
Gloucester House. Pictured are, back 
row from left, Master Deputy Phil Lutz 
and K-9 “Zeus” of the Gloucester County 
Sheriff’s Office’s Canine Unit, Patrick 
Otteni of Gloucester Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue, State Trooper A.J. Johnston and 
Rob Fox of Gloucester Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue and, front row, residents Oscar 
Northern, Judy Johnston, Katherine 
Smith, Jean Heywood and Robert Carter.

MELANY SLAUGHTER / GAZETTE-JOURNAL
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To the frontline heroes whose courage, dedication
and sacrifice this year have helped our communities
cope with the unprecedented challenges of the

coronavirus pandemic: 
We thank you from the bottom of our hearts!
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Your loca  praw  broker!
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Fire Prevention Day
The Mathews Volunteer Fire Department held its Fire Prevention Day at Moughons Ace hardware on Saturday, Oct. 17, with the firefighters giving advice about fire safety, how to equip the home and ways to handle a fire emergency. They also welcomed 
children, showing them around a fire truck and handing out drawstring bags, fire hats and other goodies. Above right, Blake and Kenadee Custer, ages 8 and 6, get their fill of goodies from MVRS members, from left, Rob Hudgins, Steve Rife and Kenny 
Garrett, while little sister Raegan Custer, 2, gets some help filling her bag from her dad, Kevin. At right is Cal Holaday on the fire truck. The son of Will and Meredith Holaday. Cal is making a serious face because he was told he couldn’t get into the cab of 
the truck due to COVID-19 restrictions, according to his grandmother, Debbie Holaday.

CHARLIE KOENIG / GAZETTE-JOURNAL PHOTO COURTESY OF DEBBIE HOLADAY
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