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Spring
home

The service of yesterday with the convenience of today. 
Danny has been caring for our community

for  nearly 40 years. 

804-693-2102    hodgbry@gmail.com
Danny R. McCloud, Owner/Manager                                         Jake McCloud, Asst. Manager

Celebrating 75 Years!
Spring of 1963 2016

Old Gloucester farmhouse being lovingly restored
BY SHERRY HAMILTON

Tusnee McDaniel of 
Gloucester grew up one of 
10 children in a small house 
in her home country of Thai-
land. All the children slept in 
the same room, on mats on 
the floor. In the morning, they 
rose, rolled up their mats and 

put them away, and used that 
same room for all of the other 
activities the family engaged 
in during the day.

Home ownership means 
something to McDaniel. She 
believes in taking care of a 
home, cherishing its past, 
and restoring its usefulness if 
it’s fallen on hard times. And 

that’s exactly what she’s do-
ing with an old farmhouse she 
bought several years ago on 
Flat Iron Road.

McDaniel said she pur-
chased the land in 2016 on 
the advice of her real estate 
agent and had no idea there 
was even a house on the prop-
erty. The surrounding wood-

land had overtaken it, hid-
ing it from ready view. When 
she discovered the two-story 
home, paint peeling, windows 
broken, and in various stages 
of disrepair, she decided to fix 
it up and turn it into a gath-
ering place for her extended 
family to come together on 
special occasions.

“It’s a really solid house,” 
she said during a recent walk 
through the rooms. “It has 
a lot of history. That’s why I 
want to save it.”

McDaniel’s husband, Kerry 
McDaniel, pointed out the in-
terlocking tin roof that was in-
stalled on the home sometime 
in the 1880s, saying the roof 

was what saved the house.
“It’s in amazingly good 

shape,” he said. “You don’t 
find a piece of property like 
this very often. It’s a project.”

Tusnee McDaniel said she 
began the project by having 
the land around it cleared and 

SEE HOME RESTORATION, PAGE 2C
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The exterior of the McDaniel house at Flat Iron in Gloucester has undergone a transformation since Tusnee McDaniel purchased it in 2016. At that time, it was hidden by extensive undergrowth, the paint was peeling, the windows were broken, and the 
porch was sagging. Contractors are now working on restoring the interior. In right photo, Tusnee and Kerry McDaniel, center, are diligently working to restore the home, which dates from 1850, and to turn it into a family gathering place. Painting contrac-
tor Michael Roghelia, left, and general contractor John Jefferson, right, have put in many hours of labor working on the home.
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Call Water Pro at (804) 693-7294

Sit Back & Relax. . .We' l l handle this one!

but did you remember to include your 
water treatment systems  on your checklist?

 

 
 

I f  not,  don't worry. . .this chore is just two  easy steps :

Spring Cleaning
It 's time to start

Shutters add a traditional elegance to any room
Contact Bay Window Wear for interior shutters today!

sales@baywindowwear.com
804-384-7917

We are the professionals that can help you!
Cabinets • Countertops

Mon.-Fri. 9-5 • Sat. by appt. • 10571 Buckley Hall Road, Mathews 804-725-5728

STEWART’S TILE & CARPET, LLC

Carpet • Hardwood • Laminate • Tile

See us for all your flooring and carpet needs!

0% for
72 Months  

or  

up to $800
Rebate!

SpringSpring
SavingsSavings

*

**

*The Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms apply to
qualifying purchases charged with approved credit. The special terms APR will continue to apply until all qualifying purchases are
paid in full. The monthly payment for this purchase will be the amount that will pay for the purchase in full in equal payments
during the promotional (special terms) period. The APR for Purchases will apply to certain fees such as a late payment fee or if you
use the card for other transactions. For new accounts, the APR for Purchases is 28.99%. If you are charged interest in any billing
cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. This information is accurate as of 1/1/2023 and is subject to change. For current
information, call us at 1-800-431-5921. Offer expires 04/30/2023 **See your independent Trane Dealer for complete program
eligibility, dates, details and restrictions. Special financing offers or rebates up to $800 valid on Qualifying Equipment only. Offers
vary by equipment. All sales must be to homeowners in the United States. Void where prohibited.

804-642-6163
pha4u.com

TAX CREDITS
UP TO

 $3200
AVAILABLE

NOW!

dividing it into two parcels 
facing two different roads. She 
plans for her son, who lives in 
Gloucester, to build a second 
home at the site someday. She 
said her two daughters, one 
living in Irvington and the oth-
er in Newport News, will be 
able to visit, stay in the family 
house, and have fun together 

as a family.
“It’s a nice place,” she said. 

“It’s beautiful, with a lot of ani-
mals. A lot of birds. It’s peace-
ful.”

The first task McDaniel took 
on was to have the exterior of 
the house repaired and paint-
ed and to replace all of the 
windows with modern ones.

Contractor John Jefferson 
jacked up the sagging back 

portion of the home and re-
built the front porch, which 
had a lot of rotten timbers. He 
replaced all 22 windows, re-
paired holes in the floor, and 
raised the roof a foot to pro-
vide adequate headroom in 
the upstairs bedrooms.

“I came to patch a couple 
of rotten holes,” said Jeffer-

HOME RESTORATION
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A view from the north bedroom on the second floor of the McDaniel house shows the McDaniels standing on the large up-
stairs landing, with Kerry looking down into the front yard and Tusnee examining the south bedroom. The new wide beams 
at the top of the wall were installed by contractor John Jefferson to raise the roof and provide more headroom. The original 
doors, which will be repainted and reinstalled, are only around 6’2” tall. Modern doors are typically 6’8” tall.

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1C)

SEE HOME RESTORATION, PAGE 3C
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CELEBRATING 32 YEARS
HAPPY BIRTHDAY APRIL 1ST

SSTTAARRBBRRIITTEE SSEECCUURRIITTYY,,  IInncc..

MMAAIINNTTAAIINN YYOOUURR IINNDDEEPPEENNDDEENNCCEE
WWIITTHH AANN AALLAARRMM SSYYSSTTEEMM

Your full-service alarm company
Female owned & operated since 1991

DCJS #11-2456

880044--772255--33331133  OOffffiiccee                              880044--882244--44227711  CCeellll
FFOOSSTTEERR FFAAUULLKKNNEERR BBUUIILLDDIINNGG ••  138 Main St., Mathews C.H.

My Mom can relax 
now that Starbrite 

is here!

Nachman Realty 
5103 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Hayes, VA 23072

www.century21nachman.com
Office: 804-331-0422 • 800-539-8014 

 Fax 757-833-0545
We also offer Property Management Services in Gloucester,Mathews Middlesex and King & Queen

Melanie
Whitehead

Managing Broker
Join our Team 
in Gloucester! 
Call me today  
757-344-8017

Sandra
Crittenden

Realtor®

804-824-4084

Virginia
Evans
Realtor®

804-815-3670

Nick 
Matthews

Realtor®

804-815-4321

Pam
Marthinson

Realtor®

832-334-8161

Barbara
Morris
Realtor® 

757-848-3877

Laura
Roy

Realtor® 
757-287-2820

Theresa 
Ashberry

Associate Broker/
Realtor®

804-815-8495 

Julie
Shreves

Realtor®
757-761-2701

Michelle
Denkinger

Realtor®

804-832-4282 

Lourdes
Haughton

Realtor®
757-768-7625

We have a great selection of
Landscaping Materials 
H Landscape Stone 

Pavers H Retaining Walls 
H Natural Stone Products

804-693-3606 ext: 2
Concrete Dispatch - 804-792-1787

son, “and I’ve been here ever 
since.”

After demolition of interior 
walls and removal of kitchen 
cabinets, Jefferson began to 
replace cabinets and modern-
ize the kitchen.

Painter Michael Roghelia 
sanded and painted the en-
tire exterior of the home, 
then started on the interior 
doors and door jambs. Bobby 
Allsbrook of E.T. Lawson was 
there the day of the walk-
through to talk about HVAC 
and plumbing for the struc-
ture. The house will get all-
new electric, as well.

At the time of the walk-
through, the house had been 
gutted, and the original rough, 
full-sized, hand-cut 2x4s were 
all visible. McDaniel pointed 
out the hardwood floors and 
the wide heart pine boards on 
the sides of the stairway. 

“Old houses are beautiful,” 
she said. “Why tear it down?”

“The whole house was built 
with heart pine except the 
hardwood floors,” said Jef-
ferson. “It’s all solid under-
neath.”

But nature did have its way 
to some extent. The under-

sides of the roof boards in the 
attic were widely bespattered 

with spots where mud daub-
ers and wasps had built hun-
dreds of nests over the years. 
There were so many that Mc-
Daniel had to hire a contrac-
tor just to remove them all.

“It’s amazing how this house 
survived,” she said.

The original section of the 
house was a two-up, two-
down structure, with a large 
central hall and a stairway 
downstairs and a large par-
lor on either side, each with a 
fireplace. A later addition on 
the back of the main structure 
houses the kitchen, a storage 
room, and a future bathroom.

At the top of the stairs is a 
large landing flanked by two 
large bedrooms, each with 
its own fireplace. A hall off 
the back of the landing leads 
to a third bedroom and a fu-
ture bathroom and storage 
space above the kitchen. All 
the rooms are spacious and 
bright.

Jefferson said stainless steel 
liners have been installed in 
the chimneys, and he’ll be 
repairing and stabilizing the 
brick to make sure it lasts. Af-
ter the HVAC, plumbing, and 
electrical are completed, he 
said he’ll install sheetrock on 
some interior walls and shi-
plap on others. 

“We still have a long way to 
go,” said Tusnee McDaniel. 
“But you need to keep the his-
tory. Without history to show 
how people lived, we have 
nothing.”

HOME RESTORATION

History of the McDaniel house
The McDaniel house was 

built in 1850 by Smith W. 
Brown and his son, Henry W. 
Brown, a timber merchant, 
who were the great-great-
grandfather and great-grand-
father, respectively, of Larry 
Brown of Susan.

Larry Brown said that family 
records show the men living 
with General William Booth 
Taliaferro at Dunham-Massie 
in Ware Neck in 1850 while the 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2C)

house was under construc-
tion. The two had sold their 
property in Middlesex and 
purchased 160+ acres in Ware 
Neck—land that now houses 
Brent & Becky’s Bulbs, Flat 
Iron Crossroads, and other 
properties in the vicinity.

Among the family business-
es that arose at Flat Iron was a 
wheelwright and blacksmith’s 
shop owned by Wilbur Brown, 
a brother of Larry Brown’s 
grandfather. That business 
eventually moved across 
the road and became a lawn-
mower sales and repair shop 
owned by James Strigle Jr., 
who operated it into the early 
1980s.

Brown’s grandfather, born 
in 1891, was raised in the fam-
ily home, along with 11 broth-
ers and sisters. He and his 
twin sister were the young-
est of the dozen siblings, and 
they lived at the house until 
the 1930s. By then, steam en-
gines, railroads and motor-
ized boats had changed the 
ways in which people lived, 
and when the Great Depres-
sion descended on the nation, 
the family sold everything 
and moved to Newport News, 
chasing a better life.

A later resident of the home 
was Red Metzger, who lived 
there for about a decade 
from the 1970s to the 1980s 
and operated a garage in the 
building that now houses the 
entertainment venue Flat Iron 
Crossroads.

SHERRY HAMILTON / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Painting contractor Michael Roghelia, left, and general contractor John Jefferson 
warm themselves by a kerosene stove in the south parlor of the McDaniel project 
as they prepare to launch into another day of work. Such features as the bead-
board ceiling in this room have been retained whenever possible. All four of the 
front rooms in the McDaniel house have chimneys, as shown below in the ground 
floor’s north parlor. Stainless steel stove pipes have been inserted and the contrac-
tor is stabilizing the brickwork to make sure the chimneys remain usable.
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The railings on the staircase, both downstairs and upstairs, were all stolen from the house in 2020, along with plywood and other building materials that were being 
kept at the site, said owner Tusnee McDaniel. The lath-and-plaster construction of the walls can still be seen in the wall of the north parlor, adjacent to the stairs. Rather 
than rising directly in front of the front door, shown at left, the staircase rises from the landing adjacent to the kitchen at the rear of the house. The work area of the 
kitchen, shown at right, will be small, as befits a home that will only be used on special occasions.

This undated photo, courtesy of Larry Brown, shows members of the Brown family at the Flat Iron home place, built in 1850 
and now being renovated by Tusnee and Kerry McDaniel.
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TTGG  HHoommee  SSeerrvviicceess
LLooccaallllyy  oowwnneedd  &&  ooppeerraatteedd

HOME REPAIRS
TTGG  HHoommee  SSeerrvviicceess  OOffffeerrss

Experienced Professionals to help with 
any of your home projects.

Call Today for a free in-home estimate!

TThhoommaass  CCooookk          880044--338844--11339999

Termite and Moisture Control

Noble Pest Control Inc.
Free Inspections

Save Some 
Scratch
on Flea &
Tick Control
For details about our in-home services and rates,

please call or visit us online.
Delivering quality flea and tick control in your pet’s

comfort zone.

P.O. Box 365 804-725-7108/804-695-0456
Grimstead, Virginia 23064                              noblepest@gmail.com

www.noblepestcontrol.net

Mathews Lawn & Garden, Inc.

Ricky Tomlinson
Hardwood Mulch • Propane • Non-Ethanol Gas

P.O. Box 314 804-725-5555
9306 Buckley Hall Rd. Fax 804-725-0905
Mathews, VA 23109                        E-mail: mathewslawn@live.com

WROTEN OIL COMPANY, INC.
Mathews • 804-725-2565

Serving 
Mathews, Gloucester and Middlesex

Dedicated to satisfying 
customers since 1954

K-1 Kerosene
#2 Heating Oil

Diesel Fuel • Gasoline

 

RENEÉ A. EDWARDSRENEÉ A. EDWARDS
Associate Broker, Realtor®

Accredited Buyer’s Representative

Cell: 804.694.9043
Business: 804.725.1951
Residence: 804-725-2757
Toll Free: 866.784.3229
P.O. Box 1551 • 43 Main St. • Mathews, VA 23109

reneee@crosslink.net
reneeedwards@morganedwardsrealestate.com
www.morganedwardsrealestate.com
www.morganandedwardsrealestate.com

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Located behind Walgreens on Hayes Rd. • 804-642-5300
Major Credit Cards Accepted

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

   We Do Windows
Screen Repair, 
call for a quote

today!

Looking for a new career?
CMTI is here!

Call (800) 642-CMTI 

Chesapeake Marine Training Institute
Bringing Professional Mariner Training To You!

www.chesapeakemarineinst.com
3566 George Washington Memorial Hwy.

P.O. Box 1153 Hayes, VA 23072-1153

Chesapeake Marine Training Institute offers over
50 U.S. Coast Guard approved courses. All testing

is done on-site and our license consultants are 
ready to handle all your application needs.  

Ever thought of being the Captain of your own boat?? 
Well… think about it no longer, 
let’s make it “happ’n Capt’n”!

Locally owned and operated
Combined over 40 years of experience

804-215-2133
Fax: 757-612-4446

6558 Main St., Suite 4, Gloucester, VA 23061

Siding materials to consider for your home
(METRO) Exterior renova-

tions consistently top the list 
of projects that offer maxi-
mum return on investment, 
according to Remodeling 
magazine’s annual “Cost vs. 
Value Report.” Siding replace-
ment is a popular exterior ren-
ovation and one that can com-
pletely transform the look of a 
home.

Siding comes in a variety of 
materials, and homeowners 
can explore the pros, cons 
and affordability of each to 
make the most informed deci-

sion when replacing their ex-
isting siding. Factors to con-
sider apart from price include 
durability, maintenance and 
aesthetics.

Vinyl
Vinyl siding is one of the 

most popular siding materials 
in North America. That popu-
larity is perhaps due to the rel-
atively low cost of vinyl siding 
replacement, which Forbes 
Home estimates is between 
$6,150 and $15,900 to install 
for a 2,000-square-foot home. 
A wide array of color options 

as well as weatherproof pro-
tection makes vinyl siding 
worthy of consideration.

PVC, which is what vinyl 
siding is comprised of, also is 
quite fire-resistant. Potential 
pitfalls of vinyl are that it can 
fade more quickly than other 
siding materials and is sensi-
tive to excess UV exposure.

Engineered materials
Engineered materials cost 

more than vinyl but are con-
sidered very durable. They 
can be advantageous in damp 
climates or ones where in-
sects are problematic. LP 
SmartSide® is a type of engi-
neered hardwood that is very 
durable, so much so that a 
50-year warranty often is of-
fered for the product, accord-
ing to First American Roofing 

& Siding. This material can be 
painted if homeowners desire 
a change of color down the 
line. This siding costs around 
$2.50 to $4.50 per square foot 
for siding and all trim acces-
sories with an additional in-
stallation cost of $5.50 to $12 
per square foot. The product 
is made of wooden strands 
that have been coated with 
wax for moisture resistance. 
A special zinc-based solution 
is added to protect against rot 
and insect infestation.

A similar product, Hardie-
Plank®, is engineered from a 
blend of cement, wood fibers, 
fine sand and water. It is simi-
lar in price point to the Smart-
Side and offers resistance to 
rot and insects. HardiePlank 
also can be repainted.

METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS, INC.

Siding comes in a variety of materials, and homeowners can explore the pros, cons and affordability of each. 

Engineered products can be 
more expensive to install and 
generally are not DIY renova-
tions, which may deter home-
owners working on tight bud-
gets.

Wood siding
Wood is one of the old-

est siding materials. It can 
be stained or painted and 
comes in a variety of styles, 
from boards to shingles. It is 
a popular choice in historical 
homes or ones with classic, 
architectural details.

It is important to note that 
wood is a combustible mate-
rial that can be susceptible to 
water and insect damage. It 
also needs to be maintained 
continuously to look its best. 
This makes wood siding a 
true commitment on the part 
of homeowners. The cost is 
midrange between vinyl and 
engineered sidings.

Metal
Those interested in one of 

the most energy efficient op-
tions in siding can look no fur-

ther than metal siding. Metal 
is not just for roofing. Accord-
ing to Colonial Contracting, 
Inc., metal siding creates a 
uniquely modern appear-
ance and comes in a variety 
of styles that complement 
homes.

Unlike fiber, wood or vinyl 
products, metal siding re-
flects the sun’s rays and keep 
interior temperatures cooler 
in the summer, a boon in hot 
climates but maybe not the 
most insulating option for 
cold climates. One potential 
pitfall is the possibility of 
rust, which would make met-
al siding a less ideal choice 
for those who live near the 
ocean. The cost of metal sid-
ing is comparable to other 
siding products, at around 
$10 per square foot.

These are a few of the sid-
ing options homeowners 
can investigate if they are re-
vamping the exteriors of their 
homes.
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MMooddeerrnn  DDrreeaamm LLiivviinngg
iitt’’ss  aallll  aabboouutt  tthhee  oouuttddoooorrss

Trailer World
866-642-6461 / 804-642-6461                               www.vatrailerworld.com   

Gloucester Point, VA 23062

PROFESSIONAL
PLUMBING

• Drain Clogs
• Water Heater Repair
• Toilet Repair
• Pipe & Slab Leaks
• Tub & Shower Repair
• Faucet Repair
• Garbage Disposals
• Bathroom Remodels
• Water Filtration & Softeners

6558 Belroi Road| Gloucester, VA 23061
804-693-3617| www.herbertclements.com

Give us a call 
for all 

your plumbing,
heating and 

air conditioning
needs.

HHeerrbbeerrtt  CClleemmeennttss  &&  SSoonnss,,  IInncc..

PPlluummbbiinngg  ••  HHeeaattiinngg  ••  AA//CC
Frankie Clements, President, J.D. Clements, Vice-President

Meghan R. Taylor
Mortgage Banker
NMLS #901255, Licensed in VA
6558 Main Street, Suite 3, Gloucester, VA, 23061
Office: 804-792-0200 | Direct: 757-532-2689 
Fax: 844-428-6123
meghanrtaylor@atlanticbay.com 
www.meghantaylormortgages.com

This communication is provided to you for informational purposes only and should not be relied upon by you. Featured builder is not a mortgage lender and
so you should contact Atlantic Bay Mortgage Group, L.L.C., directly to learn more about its mortgage products and your eligibility for such products. For new
construction renderings or floor plans, builder reserves the right to change plans, materials, prices, components and specifications and withdraw or modify
any plan without notice. Models are for illustration purposes only. Individual homes may vary from the model or each other subject to field conditions. Infor-
mation deemed reliable but not guaranteed. All loans subject to income verification, credit approval and property appraisal. Not a commitment to lend.
Atlantic Bay Mortgage Group, L.L.C. NMLS #72043 (nmlsconsumeraccess.org) is an Equal Opportunity Lender. Located at 600 Lynnhaven Parkway Suite
203, Virginia Beach, VA 23452.

Thinking about making a move? 
Contact me today for a FREE 
Consultation and Market Analysis.  

800 Diligence Drive, Newport News, VA 23606

D 804.370.5610 | O 757.757.1323 | F 757.390.3547
cheryladams@rwhomes.com

cheryladams.roseandwomble.com

Cheryl Adams
REALTOR® 
Licensed in VA

Connecting Heart and Home®

Grant funds available to help 
with septic repair/replacement

Low-income homeowners 
who live on the Middle Pen-
insula might be eligible to re-
ceive financial assistance to 
repair or replace their well 
and septic systems thanks to 
available grant funding ad-
ministered by the Middle Pen-
insula Planning District Com-
mission.

The MPPDC allocation of 
$195,000 for these efforts 
comes as part of the Com-
monwealth’s funding from the 
American Rescue Plan Act. 
Qualified applicants are eli-
gible for a 100 percent grant 
up to a soft cap of $40,000. 
Projects that exceed that cost 
may require further review 
and approval by the Virginia 
Department of Health Septic 
and Well Assistance Program.

Homeowners eligible for 
grant funds must be at or 
below 200 percent of federal 
poverty guidelines. For a one-
person household, that level 
is at or below $27,180; for a 
two-person household, that 
number is at or below $36,420. 
Eligible income levels can be 
found on the Septic and Well 
Funding Assistance Owner 
Interest Form that must be 
completed prior to receiving 
funding approval.

“For many homeowners in 
our community, a septic sys-
tem is often the most expen-
sive thing they own, next to 
their home itself,” said MPPDC 
executive director Lewie Law-
rence. “Providing grant fund-
ing to qualified homeowners 
in our community supports 
our residents while also con-
tributing to the health, wel-
fare and safety of residents on 
the Middle Peninsula.”

SWAP funds cannot be used 
to make interior improve-
ments to the home. They can 
be used for onsite sewage sys-
tem installation and to cover 
costs for well replacements 
and connection to public wa-
ter and any costs of testing of 
the new well as well as other 

associated costs related to 
that installation. Virginia De-
partment of Health SWAP 
funds do not have a cap on 
the funds available per type 
of system.

SWAP covers the cost of 
repairing or replacing fail-
ing septic systems; replacing 
straight pipes and privies; in-
stalling conventional system 
repairs, alternative system re-
pairs, or sewer connections; 
replacing inadequate private 
wells and drinking water sup-
plies; properly abandoning 
unused wells; and, installing 
replacement wells or public 
water connections.

For the purposes of SWAP, 
inadequate private drinking 
water supplies are considered 
any of the following:

—Replacement of a dry well;
—Replacement of a well 

that is documented to exceed 
maximum contaminant level 
or other health standards;

—Replacement of bored 
wells;

—Replacement of wells in-
stalled prior to any regulatory 
requirements related to the 
Private Well Regulations es-
tablished in 1990;

—Replacement of a well in 
poor condition that is poten-
tially under surface water in-
fluence;

—Replacement of a well that 
is required to be abandoned 
in order to permit a sewage 
system repair under SWAP, or 
a developed drinking water 
supply (e.g., spring or cistern) 
that is not a private well for an 
existing home, or

—Replacement of devel-
oped private drinking water 
supply when access to private 
drinking water is no longer 
available to an existing home.

Contractors who perform 
work must hold a Class A, 
B, or C Contractor’s License 
from the Virginia Department 
of Professional or Occupation-
al Regulation as well as addi-
tional certifications and quali-
fications. While the MPPDC 
is administering funds for 
the community, the Three 
Rivers Health District issues 
construction and operation 
permits for septic and well 
repairs.

Visit VDH’s Septic and Well 
Assistance Program website 
at www.vdh.virginia.gov/en-
vironmental-health/swap to 
learn more about eligibility 
and income requirements for 
SWAP funds. Contact informa-
tion for Three Rivers Health 
District local health depart-
ments can be found at www.
vdh.virginia.gov/three-rivers/
health-departments.
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How to prepare your soil 
for spring planting

(METRO) Spring is a season 
of rejuvenation, and perhaps 
nowhere is that rebirth more 
noticeable than in the yard. 
Each spring, grass begins to 
grow again as inviting land-
scapes beckon people out-
doors.

Extra sunlight and rising 
temperatures make spring a 
great time to plant flowers, 
grasses and trees. To ensure 
successful planting, home-
owners must take steps to 
prepare the soil. Healthy soil 
can provide the ideal condi-
tions for roots to take hold, 
helping plants establish 
themselves before potential-
ly harsh summer conditions 
arrive.

Preparing soil might seem 
like an extensive job, but 
a simple approach may be 
all that is necessary to cre-
ate conditions that promote 
plant growth this spring. 

—Clean up the previous 
months’ mess. Whether 
homeowners live in re-
gions marked by year-round 
warmth or places where win-
ter typically features heavy 
snowfall, it is a good idea 
to clean up an area prior to 
spring planting. Fallen leaves, 
rocks, grass clippings and 
other debris can contribute 
to compacted soil that makes 
it hard for plants to establish 
strong, healthy root systems. 
Clear away any debris prior 
to planting before taking the 
next step in your soil prepa-
ration routine;

—Loosen the soil. Once de-
bris has been cleared away, 
loosen the soil. Depending 
on the size of the area where 
you will be planting, you may 
need to invest in tools like a 
shovel, spade, spading fork 
and/or a lawn edger. If you 
are planting in a small area, 
such as a deck planter box 
that still has soil from last 
year’s planting inside it, you 
can either clean the box and 
replace the soil entirely or dig 
around with a handheld trow-
el, cultivator and/or weeder. 
It is important to loosen all 
of the soil around where you 
will ultimately plant prior 
to planting to ensure water 
can reach the roots and help 
them establish themselves 
once planting is completed, 
and 

—Test and, if necessary, 
amend the soil. A simple pH 
test can help determine the 
acidity or alkalinity of the 
soil. This is an important 
step as soil that is too acidic 

or alkaline can decrease the 
availability of nutrients the 
plants will need to thrive. In 
addition to conducting a pH 
test, which can be purchased 
at little cost at a local home 
improvement store, home-
owners can contact their lo-
cal Cooperative Extension 
Service to test their soil qual-
ity. These tests will reveal 
soil pH, but also can shed 
light on the texture of the 

soil and other components. 
Once the test is conducted, 
the local Cooperative Exten-
sion Service may recommend 
amendments to improve the 
nutritional quality of the soil 
so new plants can thrive.

Soil conditions go a long 
way toward determining if 
new plants will thrive. Pre-
paring the soil prior to spring 
planting can ensure a suc-
cessful season.

METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS, INC.

Preparing soil might seem like an extensive job, but a simple approach may be 
all that is necessary to create conditions that promote plant growth this spring. 
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DIXIE KNOLL FARM
Gathered-Fresh Grade A Eggs

  From Cage Free/Free Roaming Hens
     A Family Tradition Since 1925

W.P. Sadler & Family
Sales on Farm
38 Green Point Lane, Dutton, VA 23050
804-725-3994 Farm      804-384-2474 Cell

804-725-2024 home

            

 
 

 
  

  

      
  

BBuussiinneessss::  880044--772255--11995511
Fax: 804-725-1953

Residence: 804-725-7244
Maxine Cell 804-815-8020

Maxinehudgins@MorganEdwardsRealEstate.com
www.morganedwardsrealestate.com

43 Main Street - P.O. Box 1551 -Mathews, VA 23109

Maxine T. Hudgins
Realtor®

34 years in business and I still find my career so 
rewarding, give me a call if you would like to 

purchase or list your home for sale

      Amish-Built Sheds
Tiny Log Homes are now available (10x20 & 12x30)

 Storage Sheds • Chicken Coops • Dog Kennels • Rabbit Cages  
                       
                                On-site Financing by   

804-776-9700
Mon.-Fri. 8:30-3

Shedbrothers54@gmail.com
                10072 Gen. Puller Hwy., Rt. 33, Hartfield, VA

An affordable home generator
system keeps your power on!

Available in a range of sizes 
Factory trained technicians

Service contracts available

Fleet Brothers
Hartfield • 804-776-6600   fleetbrothers.com

Fleet Brothers

Looking for a She Shed or Man Cave?

Can It, Sort It,
Stack It....

RECYCLE IT!
• Copper
• Brass
• Aluminum

• Appliances
• Steel
• Tin

2095 Old Virginia Street 
Urbanna

Phone 804-758-2916
Tuesday-Saturday 

8 am - 4 pm
Family Owned and Operated over 30 years.

State Licensed for Vehicles

REDUCE, REUSE                 
RECYCLE

Adams Flooring LLC
The Name You Can Stand On

Gloucester, VA

757-880-2871

ADAMS FLOORING

The Name You Can Stand On

adamshardwoodflooring@gmail.com

• Hardwood
Refinishing

• Prefinished
Wide Plank 

• Ivt.

• Sales
• Installation
• Free

Estimates

Some hidden costs of Do It Yourself projects
(METRO) The home renova-

tion industry is booming, and 
that is reflected in the cost to 
upgrade a home. According 
to Home Guide, remodeling a 
kitchen costs $25,000 on av-

erage and a bathroom reno-
vation runs around $10,000. 
Though rates fluctuate de-
pending on a host of vari-
ables, renovations can cost 
$15 to $60 per square foot de-

pending on the project.
The average homeowner 

wants to save as much money 
as possible when renovating 
their home. Many think doing 
much of the work themselves 
is the easiest way to keep 
costs low. What some home-
owners may not realize is that 
DIY can be costly and prove a 
big hassle in the long run. The 
following are some hidden 
costs of DIY and renovating in 
general.

Time
DIY projects are a major 

drain on free time. Homeown-
ers taking the DIY route typi-
cally work on weekends or 
after work. Few people can 
take off and devote their undi-
vided attention to a remodel 
like a contractor can. Time is 
a valuable resource that is not 
renewable. Therefore, think of 
a DIY project in terms of what 
it would equal in lost wages. 
Because homeowners are not 
professionals, a DIY project 
may take double the time it 
would take a contractor. It 
may be worth it to simply hire 
it out.

Mistakes
Many resources are avail-

able to help DIY enthusiasts 
work on a project, but there 
are still tricks and techniques 
learned after years on the 
job. DIYers may damage their 
homes by taking shortcuts 
or not understanding how to 
do a job properly. A plumb-
ing mistake, for example, may 
lead to flooding that damages 
another room in the home. 
And such mistakes may not 
be covered by homeowners’ 
insurance policies.

Fines
Permits are required for 

many home improvement 
projects. Forgetting to obtain 
permits or not realizing one 
may be necessary could sub-
ject you to hefty fines and/or 
force the job to be redone so 
it is up to code. Professionals 
likely know the rules regard-
ing permits and often include 
the cost of acquiring permits 
in an estimate.

Remediation
It is only after opening up 

walls or removing floors that 
you may discover issues you 
did not anticipate, such as ter-
mite damage or mold. These 
unforeseen factors can drive 
up the overall costs of a proj-
ect.

Disposal
Removing old building ma-

terials or gutting a room is 
part of many renovations. 
Chances are this refuse sim-
ply cannot be left at the curb 
for trash pickup. As a DIYer, 
you may not factor the costs 
for a dumpster or the time 
and money required to haul 
debris to a recycling or land-
fill center.

Tools
DIYers may have to pur-

chase tools as they engage in 
new projects. These expenses 
can add up and negate the 
savings of doing some of the 
work yourself.

DIY projects may initially 
seem like a way to save mon-
ey, but weekend warriors 
should calculate the hidden 
costs associated with DIY 
renovations before deciding 
to do some work on their own.

METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS, INC.

Investigate hidden costs of DIY projects and renovating your home before you start. 



Y M C K

THURSDAY MARCH 23, 2023  GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL 7C   

Lisa Atkins • Realtor®

cell: 804-832-0974

3786 George Washington Mem. Hwy., Hayes, Va 23072
804-642-2300  •  abbittrealty.com

SSpprriinngg  hhaass  SSpprruunngg
iitt’’ss  ttiimmee  ffoorr  tthhaatt  nneeww  hhoommee
Call me to help you find that perfect home.

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30 • Sat. 9-4:30        
www.DoddRV.com

“Proud Sponsor of the Dukes Touchdown Club”   
7023 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Yorktown 

   757-833-3633

Travel the USA in a whole new way!

 

Tom Wilke Insurance Agency Inc
Tom Wilke, Agent

2904 George Washington Mem Hwy
Hayes, VA  23072

Bus: 804-642-6495

   

: 804-642-6495Bus
A  23072, VseyaH

yon Mem Hwtgshinae Wgeor2904 G
entg, Aeilkom WT

y Incencge Aance Insurom WilkT

     

Discounts as
big as a house.
Or condo.
Or apartment.

See just how big your
savings could be.
Your savings could add up to 
hundreds of dollars when you 
put all your policies together 
under our State Farm® roof.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.TM

CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL1103155.1

Jim Miller

Construction, Inc.

DESIGN | BUILD | REMODEL

Cl�ss � �icense� Contr�ctor $ Custom 
uil�in� �ince 1�7�

804-758-4315

Custom Homes

Custom Commercial Buildings

Churches

Remodeling

Additions

Garages Porches and Decks

Re lacement �indo%s

Estate Home Maintenance

www.jimmillerconstruction.com

BROWN’S 
    WELL DRILLING

804-642-4879
• RESIDENTIAL WELLS  • IRRIGATION WELLS
• HEAT PUMP WELLS 
• PUMP: INSTALLATION-SALES & SERVICE  
• LICENSED & INSURED

      

    FREE ESTIMATE

        www.brownswelldrilling.com
          ACHILLES, VA

Family owned & operated since 1918

Spring Startups      Winterization
Backflow Certifications & Modifications

14296 John Clayton Mem. Hwy.
North, VA 23128

www.aprilshowersinc. com
aprilshowersinc@gmail.com

757-875-0105 

How to make your backyard safe for dogs
(METRO) Dogs, particularly 

puppies, can be full of bound-
less energy. Channeling that 
energy into exercise with long 

walks or play sessions can 
help stem dogs’ propensity 
to get into trouble around the 
house as they burn off extra 

adrenaline. Pets who don’t 
have an energy outlet may 
chew off-limits objects or get 
into other mischief.

According to the American 
Kennel Club, the amount of 
exercise a dog needs depends 
on the animal’s age and breed. 
For example, border collies or 
Siberian huskies may require 
much more exercise than 
English bulldogs, simply be-
cause the former are working 
breeds.

Pet owners with large back-
yards often find those outdoor 
spots are ideal for when their 
dogs get the “zoomies,” some-
thing that tends to be a daily 
occurrence. Letting their dogs 
run around yards, whether on 
their own or chasing tossed 
tennis balls, is an ideal way 
to provide exercise and tire 
out pups. In such scenarios, it 
is vital that pups have a dog-
friendly yard in which to play.

Use safe lawn care products
An expanse of grass is the 

perfect place to frolic or en-
joy some sunbathing—for 

people or pets. But contact 
with chemically treated lawns 
can cause a number of health 
issues for dogs, such as aller-
gies or intestinal upset.

Switching to native grasses 
can reduce the need to use 
chemicals to get lush lawns. 
When supplementation is 
needed, homeowners can 
switch to organic products 
or natural compost as safer 
alternatives than chemical-
based products.

Fence off the yard
Off-leash running and 

bounding through the yard 
will make any dog smile. How-
ever, a fence is a must-have 
to ensure a dog does not be-
come an escape artist. Be 
sure the fence is high enough 
so that the pup cannot jump 
over it. Burying chicken wire 
in the dirt beneath the lower 
edge of the fence also can 
help prevent dogs who like to 
dig from exiting by crawling 
underneath the fence.

Consider installing a lock on 
the fence gate so that no one 

can wander in and surprise 
the dog, which may startle 
the animal and prompt it to 
defend the property. A lock 
also helps prevent dog theft.

Keep the yard tidy
Maintaining a clean yard 

also is key to safety. Inspect 
the yard regularly to make 
sure nothing is around that 
can prove harmful, whether 
its poison ivy, felled branch-
es or broken fence panels. 
Also, keep shrubs and grass 
trimmed to reduce flea and 
tick populations on the prop-
erty.

Avoid poisonous plants
Certain plants can be dan-

gerous if they are consumed 
by curious pups. Chrysanthe-
mums, peonies, irises and hy-
drangeas are some plants that 
can be poisonous. For a full 

list of poisonous plants, visit 
the ASPCA website.

Keep an eye on animals
Dogs can spend some unat-

tended time in the yard, but 
check in from time to time. 
Should wildlife get into the 
yard, dogs may get hurt by 
tussles or bites. Birds of prey, 
such as owls, hawks and even 
vultures, may attack small 
dogs in a yard. According to 
Pat Silvosky, director of the 
Milford Nature Center in Kan-
sas, some birds can be terri-
torial. While they might not 
view a dog as an easy meal, 
they could swoop down and 
attack to defend territory. The 
same may occur with other 
wild animals.

A dog-friendly yard may re-
quire a little effort to create, 
but it is worth a little sweat 
equity to keep pups safe.

METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS, INC.

It is vital that pups have a dog-friendly yard in which to play. 
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Theresa Ashberry 
Associate Broker/Realtor® 

Century 21/Nachman Realty

   804-815-8495
theresaashberry-c21nachmanrealty.sites.c21.homes

5103 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Hayes, VA 23072
I’m the           to the home of your dreams!

Put A Little Spring in 
your New Address!

I’m here to help you get started 

IT’S NOT JUST A WINDOW, 
IT’S PEACE OF MIND

For over 115 years, people have relied on Andersen. With over 100 million windows installed, no other 

windows are in more homes than the Andersen® 400 Series. With its innovative blend of craftsmanship and 

style, Andersen is the most trusted and recommended brand among residential homeowners.*

LOV E  T H E  L I F E  YO U  S E E.

804-693-2544
Turn at stoplight at Ark 

(Fary’s Mill Rd.)

OPEN: MON.-FRI., SATURDAYS: HALF DAY

wt. fary windows_wt. fary windows.qxd  3/9/2022  12:36 PM  Page 1

SEAMLESS GUTTER
Gutter Guard 
5” & 6” Gutters

Residential & Commercial • Licensed & Insured
Don’t Let the Leaves Fall in Your Gutters

Call Us For Gutter Guard

804-725-1812
Rappahannock Restoration & Repair Inc.
Be Sure To Check Your Foundation for Dampness

RRandR1984@gmail.com
www.seamlessguttersmathews.com

Phone 804-758-2978 
rymans@va.metrocast.net • www.rymansac.com

P.O. Box 638 • 996 Old Virginia St., Urbanna, VA 23175
Follow Ryman’s on Facebook     Instagram - @rymansac      Snapchat – rymanshvac

Est. 1968

Carrier Rebates are Available on Qualifying Systems from
$25 UP TO $1,600. Rebates available March 13th-May 26th

CCeelleebbrraattiinngg  5555  YYeeaarrss  iinn  BBuussiinneessss

• Financing Available

• Free Estimates

• Service All Makes &
Models

Trudy’s 
Portable Toilets, Inc.

Keeping it clean while
building your home!

804-725-1001
www.trudysportabletoilets.com

Quick and easy ways to give your kitchen a new look
(METRO) Kitchens are of-

ten described as the busiest 
rooms in a home. They are 
where meals are prepared 
and tend to be go-to gathering 

spots on holiday get-togeth-
ers and during other events 
when homeowners host fam-
ily and friends.

With so much time spent in 

the kitchen, it is easy to see 
how homeowners might grow 
a little bored by these rooms. 
The cost of a kitchen remodel 
will not be cheap, as the home 
improvement resource Angi 
has noted that the typical cost 
of such a project in the United 
States is between $13,000 and 
$38,000. Angi estimates even 
indicate that a high-end re-
model could cost homeown-
ers as much as $61,000.

That is beyond many home-
owners’ budgets. But the 
good news is that there are 
many quick and easy, not to 
mention, less expensive, ways 
to give a kitchen a new look. 

—Repaint and restyle the 
cabinets. Cabinet space is 
an undeniably precious com-
modity in a kitchen, especially 
as more and more homeown-
ers embrace their inner chef 
and cook more complicated 
meals at home. After all, the 
more expansive a home chef’s 
culinary repertoire, the more 
space that person needs to 
store all the tools of the cook-
ing trade. A full cabinet re-
placement is unnecessary if 
the cabinets are still function-
al and not overcrowded, so re-
painting them can be a great 
way to give the kitchen a new 
look while keeping costs rea-
sonable. During the painting 
project, homeowners can in-
stall new cabinet knobs and/
or drawer pulls to freshen up 
the style of the cabinets even 
further;

—Install under-cabinet 
lighting. Another inexpensive 
way to give a kitchen a new 
look is to install under-cab-
inet lighting. Under-cabinet 
lighting serves both an aes-
thetic and practical purpose. 
From a purely aesthetic stand-
point, under-cabinet lighting 

can make a kitchen feel more 
warm and keep the kitchen 
illuminated when meals are 
not being prepared and home-
owners do not need overhead 
lights on but still want to be 
able to navigate the kitchen 
safely. During meal prep, 
under-cabinet lighting can il-
luminate counters so it is eas-
ier to chop, peel and perform 
other prep tasks;

—Replace existing back-
splash. Replacing backsplash 
is another simple, inexpen-
sive and effective way to give 
a kitchen a new feel. Home-
owners can opt for something 
neutral that will not upset 
their existing décor or go with 
a bolder backsplash that im-
mediately draws the atten-
tion of anyone who enters 
the room. This simple job can 
be done by the average do-it-
yourselfer and the cost of new 
backsplash will not break the 
bank, and

—Replace existing seating. 
Whether you have an island 
countertop with bar stools or 
a breakfast nook with cush-

ioned seats, replacing the 
seating is a budget-friendly 
job that can create a new 
look when entering the room. 
Countertop bar stools come 
in many styles, so giving this 
area of the kitchen a new feel 
can be as simple as shifting 
from classic, high-back stools 
to more modern swivel stools 
with a chrome base. For the 

METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS, INC.

There are many quick and easy, not to mention, less expensive, ways to give a kitchen a new look. 

breakfast nook, replacing a 
light-colored bench cushion 
with a bolder alternative can 
instantly transform the look 
of the space.

Kitchen remodels can break 
the bank. But there is a host of 
budget-friendly ways for cost-
conscious homeowners to re-
vitalize these popular spaces 
in their homes.

from the Gloucester Gazette, 1919
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Licensed and Insured, Family-Owned & Operated
 

We offer 24 hour emergency service and are staffed with
licensed professionals in all areas to handle your heating and

cooling, septic, sewer, drain cleaning, plumbing, electrical
needs and much more!

MILLER'S
SEPTIC | PLUMBING | DRAIN CLEANING |

ELECTRICAL | HEATING & COOLING

Trusted Since 1973

MENTION THIS AD FOR $10 OFF
A REGULAR PUMPING

APPOINTMENT OR SERVICE CALL!

www.millers-va.com

Mailing: PO Box 1345, Saluda, VA 23149
Physical: 15457 George Washington Memorial Highway, Saluda, VA

Office: 804.758.4314 ~ Fax: 804.758.4316

PAVING& 
SEALING 

�-------------------------------, 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

10% OFF Gravel or Asphalt Paving 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Valid on new residential contracts only (must be presented before signed contract); 
Cannot be combined with other offers; Not valid on minimum charges; 1 per household 

CALL: 804-642-4750 TEXT: 866-416-9734 @tomspavinggloucesterva I 
Expiration Date: 04/29/2023 
I I 

Home | Auto | Life | Boat | Flood
Business | Pet | Umbrella & more

Your local, preferred, independent agency

(804) 824-9886 | (804) 642-3131
6802 Teagle Lane

Gloucester, VA 23061

PPAARRKKEESS  
YYoouurr  HHoommeettoowwnn  CCoonnttrraaccttoorr

BUILDING • ELECTRICAL • PLUMBING
MECHANICAL • GAS • GENERATORS

5630 Ware Neck Road Cell 804-832-4150
P.O. Box 124 Home 804-693-6541
Ware Neck, VA 23178 Fax 804-695-0801

CONSTRUCTION

PPAARRKKEESS  
YYoouurr  HHoommeettoowwnn  CCoonnttrraaccttoorr

BUILDING • ELECTRICAL • PLUMBING
MECHANICAL • GAS • GENERATORS

5630 Ware Neck Road Cell 804-832-4150
P.O. Box 124 Home 804-693-6541
Ware Neck, VA 23178 Fax 804-695-0801

CONSTRUCTION

parkesconstruction@gmail.com

Over 50 years of service to the Gloucester and Mathews communities

In memory of my father, Bertrand H. Parkes, 1889-1955. Born in Pennsylvania, Bert joined the Navy at age 
17 and served in World War I. A government advertisement for lighthouse keepers brought him to Vir-
ginia in 1930. He served in Page’s Rock, Tue Marsh, Middle Ground and York Spit lighthouses. At Page’s 
Rock, in the York River just off Cedar Bush Creek, he met Kathleen Jenkins of Coke. They were mar-
ried in 1941 and brought up their four sons, Bert Jr., Richard, Ralph, and George, in Gloucester. Bert pol-
ished the lens and the wooden floors, read the rotating libraries sent by the government, worked one 
week on and one week off, and hailed the passing vessels, while helping to keep the waterways safe. 

Bert Parkes in the Navy and on duty at Page’s Rock.

Page’s Rock Lighthouse.

Kathleen and Bert, and Bert with 
Richard, Bert Jr. and Ralph.

U.S. Navy commendation.
Mail for the lightkeeper.
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Small renovations that can make a big impact
(METRO) Home renovations 

provide a host of benefits. 
Such projects can increase re-
sale value and improve on the 
safety, aesthetics and func-
tionality of a home.

Some homeowners may 
employ the mantra, “go big 
or go home,” when they em-
bark on home improvements, 
thinking that only the largest 
renovations produce notice-
able change. But that is not 
the case. Various smaller ren-
ovations can provide a lot of 
bang for homeowners’ bucks 
as well. 

—Countertops (and hard-
ware): A complete kitchen 
overhaul may stretch some 
homeowners’ budgets. How-
ever, replacing an older coun-
tertop for a new material can 
provide the facelift a kitchen 

needs. And while changing the 
cabinets may be homeown-
ers’ ultimate goal, swapping 
hardware in dated finishes for 
newer handles and pulls can 
provide low-cost appeal;

—Paint: Painting a space is 
an inexpensive improvement 
that adds maximum impact. 
Paint can transform dark and 
drab rooms into bright and 
airy oases. Paint also can be 
used to create an accent wall 
or cozy nooks. Homeowners 
also can showcase their per-
sonalities with their choice of 
paint colors;

—Lighting: Homeowners 
should not underestimate 
what a change in lighting can 
do. When rooms or exterior 
spaces are illuminated, they 
take on entirely new looks. It 
is worth it to invest in new 

lighting, whether it is a dra-
matic hanging light over the 
dining room table or task 
lighting in dim spaces;

—Weatherproofing: Improv-
ing windows, doors, weather-

stripping and insulation in a 
home can offer visual appeal 
and help homeowners save 
money. The initial investment 
may be significant, but those 
costs will pay off in energy 
savings. According to One 
Main Financial, space heating 
is the largest energy expense 
the average American home-
owner has, accounting for 
around 45 percent of all en-
ergy costs;

—Mudroom: Turn an entry-
way into a more functional 
space with the addition of 
cabinets, benches or custom-
designed storage options that 
perfectly fit the area. Cub-
bies and cabinets can corral 
shoes, umbrellas, hats, bags 
and much more, and

—Accent updates: Any 
space, whether it is inside 
or outside a home, can get a 
fresh look with new decora-
tive accents. Invest in new 
throw pillows and even slip-
covers for living room sofas. 
Use new tile or paint the brick 
on a fireplace in a den, then 
update the mantel with deco-
rative displays. Purchase wall 
art that can bring different 
colors into a room. Change 
the cushions on deck furni-
ture and buy color-coordinat-

In With The
New & Out

With the Old
Advertise in the 

Classifieds
$9 for 25 words
or less the first

week
$6 for each 

consecutive
week the ad

runs.
GGlloouucceesstteerr--MMaatthheewwss

GGAAZZEETTTTEE--JJOOUURRNNAALL
wwwwww..ggaazzeetttteejjoouurrnnaall..nneett

Gloucester                  Mathews         
804-693-3101          804-725-2191 

ed planters.
These subtle changes will 

not cost as much as full-scale 

renovations, but they can still 
help homeowners transform 
their homes.

METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS, INC.

Various smaller renovations can provide a lot of bang for homeowners’ bucks.
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FFRREEEE
remote and keyless entry system with purchase

garage door opener

TTUUNNEE  UUPP  SSPPEECCIIAALL  

$129

BRITT’S INC.

GGAARRAAGGEE DDOOOORR SSAALLEESS &&  SSEERRVVIICCEE

804-843-2853 (M)   757-897-2130 (M)
18503 Eltham Rd., West Point, VA 23181

Joe Everette
804-357-4509

jreverettesolutions@gmail.ocm
Property Maintenance, Home Improvements 

& More

J.R. Everette Solutions LLC

Finding the best way to add space to your home
BY IVY STROUD                                                                  

STROUD ARCHITECTS

Deciding on the right way 
to expand your home can be 
difficult. It is important to 
understand what is involved 
in the design and construc-
tion process, and what affect 
your decision has on project 
costs. Your best bet would be 
to involve the services of a li-

censed architect to help you 
better understand the consid-
erations to make and the best 
solution for your particular 
needs.

At some point in our lives, 
many of us outgrow our 
homes. That might be be-
cause there’s a baby on the 
way or younger kids that 
now need their own rooms. It 
may be because the house is 

older and was not built with 
a true master suite. Whatever 
the reason, you are left with 
managing the little space you 
have, moving to a new home 
or expanding your current 
one. 

If expanding is your choice, 
there are three options to 
consider, which includes “dig-
ging down,” “building out” or 
“building up.” All three op-

tions come with their own ad-
vantages and disadvantages.

Digging Down
Images of dank, dark and 

stale basements are from a 
bygone era. Instead, clever 
designs and high-end finishes 
can create a cozy, intimate 
and safe atmosphere for fam-
ily and friends to gather.

For homeowners, this of-
fers an opportunity to create 

or transform a basement into 
a practical living space. This 
can be especially valuable for 
a home on a small lot where 
space is at a premium. From 
playrooms to home cinemas, 
bedrooms to offices and home 
gyms to your very own bar, 
the options for this space are 
endless.

To make this happen, con-
struction crews will need 

to dig around the property, 
which can disturb flower-
beds, outdoor play areas and 
patios. However, this could 
be an opportunity for you to 
build back better by creating 
an extra living space and your 
dream backyard simultane-
ously.

A challenge of digging down 

SEE ADDING MORE SPACE, PAGE 11C

Lawn fertilizer basics
(METRO) Spring marks the 

return of lawn and garden 
season. Lawns often bear the 
brunt of winter’s wrath, so 
spring is a great time to nurse 
them back to health, and fer-
tilizing can be an essential 
component of that process.

Fertilizing a lawn can be in-
timidating. An array of fertil-
izers, with each seemingly de-
signed to address a different 
issue, can make homeowners’ 
heads spin when visiting their 
local lawn and garden center. 

However, fertilizing is a very 
simple task that any home-
owner can tackle. In fact, fears 
about fertilizing are often un-
founded and can be overcome 
with some basic knowledge of 
the process.

—Identify which type of 
grass is in the yard. The home 
improvement experts at HGTV 
note that turfgrass is divided 
into two categories: cool-sea-
son grass and warm-season 
grass. A local lawn and garden 

center can help homeowners 
identify which type of grass 
is in their yard, and this often 
depends on location. Identify-
ing which type of grass is in 
the lawn is important because 
that will indicate when to fer-
tilize. Cool-season grasses are 
typically best fertilized in ear-
ly spring, while warm-season 
lawns can benefit from an ap-
plication just before especial-
ly warm temperatures arrive;

—Survey the lawn to iden-
tify which spreader to use. A 

small yard or a thriving lawn 
with only a few bald or un-
sightly patches may not need 
a full application of fertilizer. 
In such instances, a hand 
spreader can suffice. For larg-
er lawns and areas, a broad-
cast spreader is the ideal op-
tion. Spreaders have multiple 
settings, and the fertilizer 
package will indicate which 
setting to utilize when using 
the product;

—Test the soil prior to pur-
chasing fertilizer. Soil tests 

can be purchased at most 
home improvement stores 
and lawn and garden centers, 
and they can help homeown-
ers determine which fertilizer 
will most benefit their lawns;

—Water the lawn prior to 
fertilizing. Such an approach 
ensures the soil is ready to 
accept the fertilizer once it is 
applied, and 

—Follow the instructions 
carefully. Detailed instruc-
tions are typically provided 

on fertilizer product packag-
ing. Once homeowners have 
identified and purchased the 
product they need, they can 
simply follow the instructions 
on the packaging, including 
how and when to water after 
application, which can make 
fertilizing less intimidating.

Fertilizing in spring can 
help a lawn recover from the 
previous summer and winter, 
ensuring it is lush and green 
when summer entertaining 
season arrives.

METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS, INC.

Fears about fertilizing are often unfounded and can be overcome with some basic knowledge of the process.
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Virginia Licensed Real Estate | IsaBell K. Horsley Real Estate | Mathews Office

Bernadette La Casse Alease Tillage Tim DanielRosemary Griffith

WE LIVE HERE. 
WE WORK HERE. 

Serving all your real estate  
needs since 1975.

Mathews Office
208 Main Street

Mathews, VA 23109

(804) 725-5680
HorsleyRealEstate.com

CALL US

Hardwood Flooring Area Rugs Ceramic Tile Carpets

Mon.-Fri. 9-5 
Sat. 9-12

804-776-6611 
Rt. 33 

Hartfield

You’ll be floored by our wall-to-wall savings on quality name brand carpeting, area rugs,
tile and hardwood flooring. You can’t beat our selection and prices!

Great rates on expert installation, satisfaction guaranteed! 

www.mill-end.com

Dream Floors...
for your Dream Home

804-854-0199
eastridgelawns@gmail.com

Landscape 
design and install

Mulching
Spring Planting

Drainage Solutions
Sod Installation

Eastridge 
Lawns & Landscapes, LLC

Over 5,000
Pieces of Poly Furniture in Stock!
25,000 sq. ft. of poly 
furniture on display.

BEST QUALITY!BESTSELECTION!BESTPRICES!

• Over 25 colors
• Variety of styles
• Chairs, tables, 
loungers, gliders and 
more.

Our huge warehouse 
inventory allows you to 
see, buy, and enjoy all 
in the same day. Please 
check us out before you 
buy elsewhere.

SEE ADDING MORE SPACE, PAGE 12C

is bringing in natural light and 
air flow to a subterranean 
space. Any good architect, 
design-build firm or construc-
tion company will be able to 
offer solutions that work with 
your site specifics. They will 
also ensure that the space is 
properly waterproofed and 
that the existing house is 
properly supported while the 
basement is constructed. 

Your new basement should 
be finished to be cohesive 
with the rest of the house and 
the stair that connects the 
new area should be carefully 
planned and located.

Key advantages of digging 
down include, maintaining 
privacy from close neighbors, 
creating secondary spaces 
you do not wish to have on 
the main floor, retaining your 
yard space and having bonus 
square footage.

Disadvantages of digging 
down include, beginning an 
expensive and complex proj-
ect, needing extensive water-
proofing and shoring, having 
less natural light and ventila-
tion, and digging up the yard.

Building Out
If you have enough yard 

space and would like to 
leave most of your home un-
touched, building out is a 
great choice. This new area 
of your home can be created 
without needing to affect 
much of the existing house. 
It is easier than digging down 
or building up as you will not 
have to deal with adding a 
staircase. With good archi-
tectural planning and design, 
you can create extra space for 
your master suite while leav-
ing important rooms, like the 
living space, intact.

Building out can also 
change the look of your home 
from the exterior and improve 
curb appeal. Unlike building 
up or down, building out in-
volves taking up a portion of 
the existing yard space. While 
homeowners will have to deal 
with this trade-off, building 
out is the most affordable op-
tion.

Advantages of building out 
include, avoiding major struc-
tural changes to the existing 
home, having easy accessi-
bility, not needing to add a 
staircase, being able to create 
more space for some rooms 
while leaving the others un-
touched and enjoying cost 
savings.

Drawbacks of this option 
include, taking up yard space 
and potentially missing scenic 
views.

Building Up
Growing families need more 

space, which makes the idea 
of building up an attractive 
option for many homeowners. 
By taking your home to the 
next level, you can increase 
the square footage of the 
property while preserving the 
backyard space.

A new second story addition 
to your home is a great choice 
as it maintains yard space, 
offers more natural light and 
ventilation and better views. 
This option also allows you to 
significantly change the look 
of the home with massing, 
rooflines and materials.

Once you have hired a li-
censed architect or other 
design professional, the first 

ADDING 
MORE SPACE

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10C)
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804-693-2372
Route 17, Gloucester  across from Ollie’s
Financing Available  •  Free Estimates

Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-6 p.m 
Saturdays 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Come see our New Color Wall from 

LifeGuard Carpet Technology

Truly amazing new technology guarantees
that no liquid will ever come into contact with

the carpet backing, pad or subfloor. 
We have the display to prove it! 

Come in to compare ours versus theirs!
Because...

www.LockwoodsCarpets.com 

 804-699-1015      StroudArchitects.com

Offering full-service design and contract management 
services to make your spaces fit your lifestyle and maximize

 your return on design whether it’s for you forever, 
or for others to borrow.

Visit our website for Free Resources 
to help you learn how to start planning your project.

804-551-0115
www.southernplbgsupply.com

southernsaleshelp@southernphs.com

Plumbing Supplies and Fixtures

Pools
Pool Houses

Cabanas
Outdoor Grilling Areas

804-725-1516
info@hunterscontracting.com

hunterscontracting.com
 

10880 General Puller Highway
Suite 9, Hartfield, VA 23071

Rosemary Griffith, Realtor ®
208 Main Street, Mathews   804-387-1807

step to building up is having 
your hired expert create draw-
ings of the existing house. 
Most existing homes were not 
engineered to support a sec-
ond story and meet today’s 
strict code requirements. As 
such, your contractor will 
need to open walls and floors 
to structurally reinforce the 
existing home and prepare it 
to support the new story.

Finding the right spot for a 
new staircase is also a must. 
Adding a staircase might in-
volve partially remodeling the 
existing floor, which results in 
additional costs. 

If you love your location and 
building up seems to be your 
best option, hire a licensed 
architect and general contrac-
tor to help make it happen. 

Advantages of building up 
include, adding more value 
to your home, creating better 
lighting and views, and main-
taining yard space. However, 
building out means more sig-
nificant structural upgrades, 
typically requiring extensive 
work on the main floor, and is 
expensive.

Ultimately, whether you 
are trying to build up, out or 
down, these modifications all 
come with a price. Your deci-
sion on which option is best 
is often determined by your 
budget, location and needs. 

Regardless of which option 
you prefer, the first step is to 
find a licensed professional 
who can assemble the appro-
priate project team and guide 
you through the entire pro-
cess.

ADDING 
MORE SPACE
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