
Y M C K

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 28, 2023  GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL 1C   

Guinea
Jubilee
returns!

“We need to bring the ‘Guinea’ back to the 
Guinea Jubilee”...co-chair Melissa Ashe.

“We’re trying to take it back to what it 
was”...co-chair Fran Bonniville.

Melissa Ashe, Ryan Ashe, Fran Bonniville and Nick Bonniville are co-chairs of this year’s festival, 
back for the first time since 2019.

GuineaGuinea
JubileeJubilee

Welcome to theWelcome to the

Friday, September 29   3-10 p.m.
Saturday, September 30   7 a.m.-9 p.m.

Abingdon Ruritan Centre
Festival Grounds, Bena



Y M C K

2C GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL   THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 28, 2023

NEED PROPANE? 
HEATING SEASON IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER 

    
$1.59 PER GALLON 

 
WE CAN REMOVE AND REPLACE YOUR EXISTING 

TANK IF YOU USE PROPANE FOR HEATING. 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 
*TO QUALIFY FOR $1.59 A GALLON THE DELIVERY MUST BE 250 GALLONS OR HIGHER.  CALL FOR DETAILS. 

 

804.286.9120 
ProPane delivery 

ProPane tank installation/service 
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14879 GEORGE WASH. MEM. HWY. 
P.O. BOX 75, SALUDA, VA 23149 

cole.s.malise@gmail.com
(804) 758-4131

www.malisemarine.com

• SUPPLIES
• OUTBOARD REPAIR
• PARTS
• ELECTRONIC INSTALLS

Welcome to the Guinea Jubilee!
3 MAINTENANCE
3 SUPPLIES
3 OUTBOARD REPAIR
3 PARTS
3 ELECTRONIC INSTALLS

CRABS EXPRESS, INC.
“POWERED BY CHRIST”

Welcomes you to the
 Guinea Jubilee

9084 John Clayton Mem. Hwy., Gloucester, VA 23061
804-694-5030  1-877-404-CRAB (2722) 

Crabsexpress@cox.net   Mon.-Thurs. 11-4 and Fri.-Sat. 11-5

Hard Crabs  F  Crabmeat  F  Oysters  F  Crawfish

Large Outdoor Patio |Sweet & Savory Menu | Events
10309 Vineyard Road, Dutton, VA 23050
774-275-7581 |zollvineyards.com

� e perfect ending to the � e perfect ending to the 
Guinea Jubilee.Guinea Jubilee.

See Y’all at the
 Jubilee!

CHARLIE KOENIG / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Student art winners
The Guinea Heritage Association recognized its 2023 Guinea Jubilee student art winners during Guinea Heritage Day on Sun-
day, Sept. 10, at the Abingdon Ruritan Club building, Bena. The winners are, from left, Sophia Setterholm (fifth grade), Colt 
Jones (fourth grade), Dedrick Murrell (third grade), Elaine Hagen (second grade), Reagan Qillin (first grade) Tegan Hillgoss 
(kindergarten), Vivien Hall (pre-K) and, not pictured, fifth grade runner-up Peyton King.

Tidbits of Time in Guinea
BY PAUL L. BROWN

(Excerpted from the original, 
which can be found at Buck’s 
Store Museum in Bena.)

Come walk with me down 
Memory Lane. The road is 
wide and well paved. We have 
walked this road many times 
before. Just over here to the 
left is the “Guinea Road.” Did 
you know or do you remem-
ber when…

The Guinea Road was black-
topped in the thirties.

The electric line came to 
Guinea in the thirties.

The Achilles High School 
and Grade School was dedi-
cated on November 14, 1924.

Sterling Rowe, Jese Thom-
as, and William Shackelford, 
our grandparents, were all 
merchants.

Grandpa Sterling Rowe’s 
schooner, the “Seven Broth-
ers,” was captured by the 
Yankees during the Civil War.

Elmer Robins and Mr. Bob 
Rowe were barbers at Achil-
les in the thirties, and hair-
cuts were 25 cents.

Bena Post Office was named 
for a lady.

Mama used to buy kale from 
Mrs. Fanny Smith for fifteen 
cents a mess.

Preacher Andrew Williams 
used to run Bob King’s Store 
and deliver groceries all over 
Guinea.

Our third great-grandfa-
ther, Aaron Belvin, fought in 
the Battle of Brandywine dur-
ing the Revolutionary War.

Tom Hogge was janitor of 
Achilles School and Union 
Baptist Church for many 
years.

Sis Hattie Hall sold her pia-
no to Union Baptist Church.

The Severn Wharf Road was 
built in 1860.

The Achilles Friends 
Church was built in 1900. Mr. 
Wash Smith was one of the 
carpenters.

Route 1103 was widened 
and given to the state by my 
papa, Alton J. Brown Sr., July 
22, 1936.

Aunt Bunchie Thomas 
would wear her shoes on the 
opposite foot every other day 
in order to keep them from 
wearing out too quickly.

James “Jim” Howard, Cous-
in Bertha’s uncle, had such 
small feet that he wore ladies’ 
shoes.

Elizabeth Earle Deal, Al-
ice D. Brown’s stepmother, 
was a missionary to India. In 
1941, she was returning to In-
dia after a furlough and was 
captured by the Japanese in 
the Philippines. She was re-
patriated in 1943 on the MS 
Gripsholm.

Estelle Ferrell Schwartz 
was born at Severn Wharf 
at Russell West’s place, and 
Mildred Ferrell Hastings was 
born at Gustavia King’s place.

All of Mama and Papa’s 
children were born at Grand-
ma Thomas’s in the bedroom 
downstairs, except Ann and I, 
who were born at Perrin.

Cousin Jimmie Thomas, 
Uncle Bill Shackelford, and 
Morris Hogge were superin-
tendents of Sunday School at 
Union Baptist Church.

Mr. Joseph “Josie” Robins 
and two of his sons were Dea-
cons of Union Baptist Church.

Locate the following: The 
Joel Hayes—Andrew Rowe 
Store; The Honeypod Tree; 
The Beaverdam; Yonder; 
Bob King’s Store; Marchum’s 
Graveyard; Severn School; 
Henry King’s Camp; The Old 

Salem.
Mr. Bob Rowe sold home-

made ice cream from door to 
door … you took your bowl 
to the gate and bought the 
amount you wanted.

There have been four 
schools at Achilles.

Uncle John F. Rowe, the son 
of Grandpa Sterling Rowe, 
died on a boat on his way 
home from Norfolk in Decem-
ber, 1913.

Uncle Howard Hall was a 
lieutenant commander on a 
submarine in World War I.

Percy Robins sold beef from 
door-to-door from his truck.

Aunt Mattie Brown, Uncle 
Carroll Brown’s wife, taught 
school at Severn and Marked 
Pine.

Blanch Shackelford, the 
daughter of George and Ra-
chel Brown Shackelford, died 
in childbirth. Her request 
was, as death neared, “Bury 
my baby in my arms.” The 
baby had died the day before 
and was buried on the Charlie 
Clayton farm at Hayes. It was 
exhumed and placed in her 

FILE PHOTO

This photo of the Achilles Red Men’s Hall, taken in 1959, shows three lightning rods 
on the roof. Paul Brown wrote about lightning rods in his Tidbits of Time in Guinea.

SEE TIDBITS OF TIME, PAGE 3C
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Harris Garage
804-642-2440                   Old Rt. 17, Hayes

WWeellccoommee
ttoo  tthhee

GGuuiinneeaa  JJuubbii lleeee

HHeerrbbeerrtt  CClleemmeennttss  &&  SSoonnss,,  IInncc..

PPlluummbbiinngg  ••  HHeeaattiinngg  ••  AA//CC

880044--669933--33661177
6558 Belroi Road, Gloucester

Welcome
to

the 
Guinea
Jubilee

For over 50 years, 
Herbert Clements and Sons, Inc. 

has provided outstanding service to its
customers on the Middle Peninsula and

Northern Neck. Give us a call for all your   
plumbing, heating and   
air conditioning needs.

Bobby Polk / OWNER
CENTER

AUTO SERVICE

2862 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy.,
Hayes • 804-642-4950

Bobby’s welcomes you to the                  
44TH GUINEA JUBILEE

Stop on by darlin’
and say Hi!

Bobby’s

804-725-1001

Trudy’s
Portable Toilets, Inc.

Welcome to the
Guinea Jubilee!

S Jean Pierce
Associate Broker

GRI, ABR, SFR
6549 Main St., Suite 2
Gloucester, VA 23061

Cell: 757-291-3402
Office: 804-693-0728

jeanpiercehomes@gmail.com
jeanpiercehomes.comEach Office is independently owned and operated

Welcome to the 
Guinea Jubilee!    

 
   

 
   

 
   

804-725-7108 | 804-695-0456
noblepestcontrol@gmail.com

www.noble

For All Your Pest Control Needs!
804-725-7108 | 804-695-0456

noblepestcontrol@gmail.com

epestcontrol.net

For All Your Pest Control Needs!
804-725-7108 | 804-695-0456

For All Your Pest Control Needs!

Termite & Moisture Control
 

Termite & Moisture Control
 

Termite & Moisture Control
 

Termite & Moisture Control

  
     

  
     

  
     

Welcome to the Guinea Jubilee!

Gloucester Supply 
2384 Hayes Road
Hayes, Va 23072
804-642-5300

3 Hardware 3 Crab Pots
3 Paint       3 Seeds

3 Guinea Boots

We have everything you need!

arms, and they were buried 
at Union Baptist Cemetery. 
Blanch died on July 21, 1914. 
Her husband, John Jennings, 
had died in March of the same 
year.

Willie Brown, Papa’s broth-
er, died of pneumonia in 
France during World War I. 
He is buried there.

Mr. Joe Wash Smith and 
Grandma Martha Ellen 
Brown are first cousins.

Uncle Bill Thomas, the 
grandfather of Hammond 
Robins Jr., had his large 
house built for $125 by Mr. 
George Raynor.

Two of the oldest houses 
in Guinea are Uncle Ralph 
Rowe’s house, known to us 
as the Ira Brown house, and 
Uncle Levi Thomas’s house, 
known to us as Little Eddie 
King’s place.

The mother of Captain 
Noah F. Deal and wife of Rob-
ert Lee Deal, Elizabeth Robins 
Deal, died in childbirth. Min-
utes before she died, she said, 
“Run get Bob Lee, everything 
is turning black.” By the 
time he reached her side, she 
was dead. Grandma Methisa 
Winder Brown, a midwife, 
was with her.

The original wrought iron 
fence surrounding the graves 
of Sterling Rowe Sr. and his 
wife, Frances Belvin Rowe, 
is still standing. It was placed 
there in 1889. This is located 
at Union Baptist Cemetery.

The wrought iron fence 
surrounding the graves of 
William Shackelford, his two 
wives, and son, James Shack-
elford, are still standing. 
James died in 1879, and his 
last wife died in 1912. These 
graves are located at the 
Thomas Cemetery at Severn.

Joel “Tudor” Rowe and his 
wife, Ellen Freeman Rowe, 
gave the land for Union Bap-
tist Cemetery in 1883. They 
are buried near the old church 
and near the road.

When the hearse bear-
ing the body of Uncle Carey 
Bland passed the home of 
Mr. Sam Smith on its way to 
Union Baptist Cemetery, Mr. 
Smith made the remark, “I’ll 
be next.” He was. They died in 
1891.

What is the capital of Guin-
ea? Achilles! Maybe Perrin! 
Or Bena! Maryus! Severn! Or 
Jenkins Neck! Your guess is 
as good as mine.

Lydia Thomas, the first wife 
of Billy Thomas, and daugh-

ter of Jimmie and Nannie H. 
Thomas, and sister of Hallie 
T. Forrest, died in childbirth. 
She died at Gustavia King’s 
place.

The Hall Cemetery is locat-
ed on the corner of Mrs. Leah 
Hogge, Mr. Peter West and 
Willie Shifflett land. There is 
nothing visible there now.

Mr. George Raynor moved 
the large house of Mr. Stone-
wall Rowe about ¼ of a mile 
down to the banks of the 
Severn River. He used oxen. 
It is told that the clock wasn’t 
moved from the mantle while 
the house was being moved.

The first person buried at 
Union Baptist Cemetery was 
Ralph Rowe, the child of Ban-
nister Rowe and Missouri 
Rowe. He was buried near the 
old church not far from Mama 
and Papa’s grave but was lat-
er moved near the center of 
the cemetery where there was 
more room for the entire fam-
ily.

In 1870, the family of John 
Thomas set aside the Thom-
as Cemetery of Severn as a 
burying ground. His children 
who gave the land are Robert, 
John Jr., James, and Eliza-
beth Thomas and Grandma 
Mary Ann Shackelford.

Uncle Edster Hall, his son 
Leamond Hall, Uncle Billy 
F. Thomas, and Uncle Ralph 
Rowe were each sheriff of 
Gloucester County.

The Chapel at Maryus was 
a branch of Union Baptist 

Church. It was founded in 
1895. The land for the church 
was given by Mr. Thomas 
Hogge in 1894. Mr. Olsey Hall 
was Superintendent of Sun-
day School. Services were 
held Sunday afternoons, and 
it was a thriving church for 
a while. It closed about 1930 
when transportation to Union 
became easier. The building 
later burned.

Miss Alice J. Thornton and 
her brother, Meaux Thorn-
ton, were the first teachers 
at Achilles School. Miss Alice 
died in 1930.

Harvey Phillips was janitor 
of Achilles School after Tom 
Hogge retired.

Wilbur Templeman opened 
his barber shop at Bena af-
ter graduating from Barber 
School in 1948.

Mr. Joseph H. Roberts and 
Captain Willie C. Brown were 
half-brothers.

In the Thirties, Grandma 
Thomas cooked hominy. It 
was my job to take Bubber 
Joe and Aunt Beulah, Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter King, and Cousin 
Walter Hogge a bowl each. 
She would save a bowl for 
Mama and Papa and still have 
plenty for herself. I didn’t care 
for hominy then, now I do.

I remember Mama bring-
ing Grandma fish all cleaned. 
After Mama left, Grandma 
would say, “I wonder if Lela 
salted these fish.” She would 
put the tip of her tongue on 
the fish and say, “Yes, they 
are salted,” and properly put 
them away for breakfast.

Cleveland Smith was a car-
penter. He built many homes 
in Guinea. He built the Hen-
ry Abernathy house, and 

he and Bubber Joe Thomas 
built Papa’s large porch. Paul 
Smith was a contractor. Teny 
worked for him.

Mr. Decatur Belvin was 
captain of a large ship in Bal-
timore, Maryland.

There have been eleven sets 
of twins in the Rowe family 
since 1800.

In 1909, Captain Willie 
Brown donated a piece of land 
to Union Baptist Church for 
a Baptizing House at Sedgy 
Creek.

Mr. Joseph Brown, Larry 
Brown’s grandfather, spent 
his last days at the Old Sol-
diers Home in Richmond, Vir-
ginia.

When Joel Thomas Sr. mar-
ried his first wife, Indiana 
Rowe, on January 14, 1855, his 
second wife was two months 
old. Frances Ann Williams 
was born on November 17, 
1854.

Grandpa Joel H. Thomas 
and Grandma Mildred Ann 
Shackelford Thomas were 
second cousins.

Uncle Willie and Aunt Olie 
Hogge moved back to Guinea 
from Newport News in 1920.

When the Electric Line 
came to Guinea in the Thir-
ties, Grandma Thoams had 
her grandson, Buster Thom-
as, wire her house. Each 
room and porch had a pull 
chain in the center. The day 
the electricity was connected, 
I went to the store and didn’t 
get home until almost dark. 
Grandma had the lamp lit in 
the kitchen. I asked her why 

she didn’t pull the chain and 
turn the lights on. Her com-
ment to me was, “I wanted 
you to be the first to turn it 
on.” When I did, the whole 
kitchen lit up. We were proud 
to have electricity. Grandma 
called it “Lectic.”

The oldest ones present at 
our family reunions were 
Aunt Olie and Aunt Nett, Pa-
pa’s sisters.

Mr. George D. Ash, who 
founded the G. D. Ash and 
Son that later became Per-
rin Post Office, had a brother 
in business with him by the 
name of John B. Ash. He went 
to Baltimore on a buying trip 
for the store. He stayed in a 
hotel that night. He went to 
bed and blew out the gas light 
instead of turning it off. He 
was asphyxiated. He died on 
July 19, 1885.

The Court Records of 1824 
ordered the Sheriff to take 
possession of the Estate of 
Elizabeth Thomas, deceased, 
as no one had applied as ad-
ministrator. This is the widow 

UNION BAPTIST PHOTO

Twins who were enrolled in Sunday School at Union Baptist Church in 1949 included, front row from left, Betsy Clayton 
Oliver Croswell and Beverly Grace Oliver Hudgins, Pat Zee Rowe and Angela Sue Rowe Zaller, Marcella Lynette “Sissy” Jenkins 
Mederios and Johnny Jones Jenkins Jr.; second row, Gordon Meredith Smith and Howell Bruce Smith, Evelyn Ruth Rowe Camp 
and Ernest Rutledge Rowe, Harvey Lee Harris and Hansford Reed Harris Sr.; third row, John William “Billy” Hogge and Martha 
Elizabeth “Betsy” Hogge Oliver, and Preston Kay Edwards Riley and Thelma Fay Edwards Mull.

FILE PHOTO

Wilbur Templeman, left, opened a barber shop at Bena in 1948 and operated it for 
63 years. He is shown in 1984 with a longtime customer, Herbert Eagle. Temple-
man and his wife Florence were grand marshals of the Guinea Jubilee Parade in 
1987; and friends marked the 60th anniversary of his shop in a standing-room-
only ceremony held in 2008 at Providence Baptist Church in Ordinary. Mr. Temple-
man died in 2014.

of James Thomas and mother 
of Jese, Washington and John 
Thomas.

Most houses years ago had 
lightning rods on them to 
keep from being struck by 
lightning.

In 1784, my fourth great-
grandfather, Bannister Rowe, 
had a family of ten in his 
home.

In the thirties, Aunt Beulah 
Thomas had a large carbuncle 
on her face on the right cheek. 
It was the size of a biscuit. I 
remember seeing Bubber Joe 
dress it. She was scratched by 
a cat.

Thomas Jefferson was 
President of the United States 
when Union Baptist Church 
was formed.

Uncle Peter Smith, brother 
of Grandma Martha Jane 
Smith Thomas, blew up a 
Yankee gunboat during the 
Civil War.

Perrin Post Office was 
founded in 1911 at Sedgy 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2C)

SEE TIDBITS OF TIME, PAGE 4C

TIDBITS OF TIME: Take a step into the past of Guinea
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BIG ISLAND
SEAFOODS, INC.

2595 HAYWOOD SEAFOOD LANE
HAYES, VA 23072 (MARYUS)

804-642-4530  
Cod Fish 
1# Box 

Jumbo Lake Herring
6# & 25# Buckets
Salted Cut Herring

1# Bags • 25# Bucket

Salted Cut Herring Fillets
20 oz  Jar • 3# Jar

Fresh Brown Eggs Available
in our Store

Welcome To The
Guinea Jubilee!

Since 1971

Give us a try before you buy!

6907 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Gloucester, VA  
www.billhudginsauto.com  •   E-mail: sale@billhudginsauto.com

VA DLR • 1-800-693-2828  •  804-693-2828

Welcome To the Guinea Jubilee

Don’t Sele For Second Best, Come By and See our
Great Inventory of New and Used Cars and Trucks

BBRROOWWNN’’SS  
WWEELLLL  DDRRIILLLLIINNGG  CCOO..

IINNCC..
880044--664422--44887799
ACHILLES, VA

EEnnjjooyy  TThhee  GGuuiinneeaa  JJuubbiilleeee!!

2095 Old Virginia Street 
Urbanna

804-758-2916
Tuesday-Saturday  - 8 am - 4 pm

State Licensed for Vehicles
Family Owned and Operated over 30 years.

Auto Batteries  • Cars  • Trucks • Farm Equipment
Anything Steel  • Appliances • Etc.

YYoouurr  RReeccyycclliinngg
MMaakkeess  aann  IImmpprreessssiioonn

Welcome
to

the
Guinea
Jubilee!

Trusts, Estates, Real Property, 
Business Planning and Contracts 

Melissa D. Johnson    804-699-3581
6517 Main Street • P.O. Box 339 • Gloucester, Va. 23061

Melissa D. Johnson, PLLC
Attorney and Counselor at Law

2023 
Guinea Jubilee 

is Back!
See Y'all There!

September 29 & 30, 2023
8784 Guinea Road, Hayes, VA  23072

Creek. It was moved from 
Sedgy Creek to the G. D. Ash 
and Son Store in 1934 and 
closed in 1955.

Severn Post Office used to 
be at Hammond Robins’ cor-
ner.

Alton Paul and Alicia 
Brown are related to Franklin 
D. Roosevelt.

Buddy Smith, my next-door 
neighbor, was killed in action 
in World War II.

May 29, 1929, Uncle John F. 
Rowe gave a piece of land to 
the Union Baptist Church. It 
was located to the west of the 
old church.

September 1913, Aunt Mis-
souri Rowe gave one acre of 
land to Union Baptist Church. 
It is located on the east side 
of the present church. Today 
a beautiful parsonage sits on 
this land.

When Grandma Thomas 
died, I was in school in Ken-
tucky. I took the train to Nor-
folk, where I was met by Un-
cle Val Hallet and his mother. 
When we reached Grandma’s 
home my brother Lawrence 
was the first to greet me, his 
arm was in a sling. He had just 
had surgery for a bone felon 
on his finger. Lois went with 
me to the casket in the living 
room. At the funeral, Aunt 
Addie Ferrell and I walked to-
gether and led the procession 
in the church. Edward was 
stationed in Fort McPherson, 
Georgia. He received a fur-
lough, but could not borrow 
from the Red Cross, so his 

FILE PHOTO

Achilles High School opened in 1920. This photo is from 1921.

UNION BAPTIST PHOTO

Sunday School teachers at Union Baptist Church in 1949 included, from left, Sara Deibert, Mablind Thomas Belvin, William 
“Uncle Bill” Shackelford, Elizabeth “Bessie” Foster Bray Robins, Paul Lafayette Brown, Josephine Jane Thomas Fields and Lucy 
Mae Shobe Hogge.

buddies in his barracks took 
up a collection for him to get 

home. He left immediately, 
but did not get home in time 
for the funeral.

Joel Thomas Sr. was oyster 
inspector of Gloucester Coun-
ty in 1893.

Aunt Annie Shackelford, 
the oldest daughter of Joel 
Thomas Sr. and Indiana Rowe 
Thomas, lived to be 100 years 
old, 1860-1960.

Rebecca Shackelford Rowe 
has just celebrated her 100th 
birthday this August 23, 1992. 
Happy Birthday, Beck.

In the Gloucester Court 
records of May, 1860, the fol-
lowing stores in Guinea were 
given licenses to sell ardent 
spirits: Warner Hogg, Edward 
H. Rowe, Grandpa Sterling 
Rowe, John F. Rowe, Grandpa 
Jese Thomas.

Sometime later, Grandpa 
William Shackelford sold 
whiskey at Severn.

Part of the land of the old 
Achilles High School was giv-
en in part by the heirs of Joel 
“Tudor” Rowe.

I find in the Gloucester 
Court records of 1835, the 
mention of Guinea as the loca-
tion of the store of Joel Hayes 
who was given license to sell 
ardent spirits.

Aunt Nett Robins sang at 
Grandma Thomas’s funeral.

In 1868, Union Baptist 
Church granted letters of dis-
missal for its colored mem-
bers to form a church of their 
own. They formed the Morn-
ing Star Baptist Church locat-
ed about a mile from Union. 
It is a beautiful and thriving 
church today.

The year the Bethlehem 

Union Baptist Church at Achilles, above, dismissed members in good standing to 
form First Morning Star Baptist Church, below. Both are shown in 1938, long be-
fore their present houses of worship were constructed.

TIDBITS OF TIME: A look back at the history of the Guinea area
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3C)

United Methodist Church 
of Bena was formed, George 
Washington was President of 
the United States.

Bubber Joe Thomas’s house 
burned in 1954.

My what memories we have 
today, some pleasant, some 
sad, but most of all, good 
memories.
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BENNY’S
Auto Service & Repair LLC

Welcome to the Guinea Jubilee!
3641 George Washington Memorial Highway, Hayes

804-824-9660 • Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Paul W. Pruitt
757-707-0266 1535 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy.
paulie5p@aol.com            Gloucester Point, VA 23062

www.pruittauto.com 

HEY
BUB!

Everyone Come Out and Have Fun 
at the Guinea Jubilee

Real Estate Title, Escrow and Settlement Services
Offering professional assistance 

throughout your real estate transactions
We meet you as customers and close with you as family! 

7307 Martin Street, Gloucester                                      804-210-1354
www.theclosingshopllc.com

I’m the           to the home of your dreams!

      
  

Cell  804-815-8495
tashberry@century21nachman.com
5103 GWM , Hayes VA 23072

A S H B E R R YEach office is independently
owned and operated

https://theresaashberry-c21nachmanrealty.sites.c21.homes/

Welcome to the
Guinea Jubilee!

T H E R E S A
Associate Broker/Realtor®
      

  

Cell  804-815-8495

    

          
  

Custom Embroidery • Monogram  
Personalized Items • Drycleaning • Laundry  

Wedding Gown Cleaning & Preservation

Brian Kirschbaum ~ Owner

Gloucester Court House Location
804-693-2710

Open 7-5 Monday, Wednesday, Friday
Rt. 17 Location
804-693-2094

Open 9-5 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

H. Treye Hardaway, LTCP
Owner/Agent
6582 Main Street, Gloucester, VA 23061
804-693-4990
Fax 804-693-3712

www.treyehardaway.com
Providing Insurance & Financial Services

4900 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Hayes         804-684-5428

We have 7 choices on our value menu, most
under $11! including the shrimp and fish

combo or the fish sandwich basket.
Come on by or order online! We open at 11 a.m.!

Welcome to the

Guinea Jubilee

Who is Paul 
Brown?

Paul L. Brown 

BY PAUL BROWN

(Excerpted from the original, 
which can be found at Buck’s 
Store Museum in Bena. Paul 
Brown dedicated this work to 
the memory of his parents, Al-
ton and Lela Brown.)

In the spring of 1808, my 
friend and I take a ride to 
Guinea in a horse and buggy.

Names have changed since 
that early 19th century buggy 
ride. Let’s use the 1990 names 
and locations. Let’s start at 
Bill Smith’s Corner and pro-
ceed east. We must be careful, 
as the road is narrow, full of 
ruts and very muddy after a 
spring rain.

We pass a large plantation. 
The fertile soil seems to burst 
forth the shoots of new plants. 
The cattle are now in the pas-
ture after their morning milk-
ing, and the sheep are busy 
grazing. Everyone seems to be 
busy on this spring morning. 
We chat as we bump along in 
our buggy. What a well-run 
plantation. Everything is in 
order, even the wash seems to 
be placed there in precision.

As we come to a fork in the 
road (known to late 1990 arriv-
als as Bena) we pass on by and 
see a beautiful stand of pine 
trees. We comment on how 
straight and large the trees 
are and what good looking 
timber it is. We ride slowly to 
give the horse a breather, for 
Maude is not a young horse 
any more. We pass a little 
church. I tell my friend that 
this is Union Baptist Church 
of which I am a member. This 
is a new church, just formed 
in this area a few years back.

We look to the left behind 
the little church and see a 
beautiful plantation. Every 
inch of land seems to be in 
use. This is the Thornton 
Plantation—so well run. It 
is known far and near for its 
good crops, even its sale of 
eggs, geese, cattle and fowl. 
1990 will find many of the 
Thornton descendants still 
living on part of this planta-
tion. To the right of us across 
from the church is the Hans-
ford Rowe farm, beautiful and 
well run. My friend said that 
the farm ahead belonged to 
the Ransones. He knew the 
family and wanted to ask one 
of the field hands if the family 
were home; but I suggest we 
move on, for we want to get a 
good look at all of Guinea.

For the people of 1990, we 
must remember the beautiful 
plantation we first saw was 
later part of the Joel Hayes 
plantation and his large store 
across the road.

The thriving stores at Bena, 
Mr. Edgar Pointer, Mrs. Clar-
ence Rowe Sr. and Bena Post 
Office, are many years in the 
future—so is the First Morn-
ing Star Baptist Church. Beth-
lehem Methodist Church, just 
east of Bena on Marked Pine 
Road, is a little over 10 years 
old.

Let’s remember as we take 
our buggy ride in 1808 that 
Thomas Jefferson is Presi-
dent of the United States and 
our country is very young, 
not even 50 years old. John 
Tyler Sr. is governor of Vir-
ginia.

Let’s pause at Achilles. Re-
member, no school, no lodges, 
no post office, no Otis Hogge’s 
or Marvin Crane’s Store, no 
George Ash’s Store, old or 
new, not even the name Achil-
les. In fact, there was nothing 
there, only the fertile soil. In 
fact the road from Achilles to 
Perrin is not even there. This 
came later. The Severn Wharf 
road didn’t come into exis-
tence until 1860. Membership 
was small at Union Baptist 
Church. The cemetery was 
deeded by Joel M. Rowe to the 
white citizens of Gloucester in 
1880.

Shall we move on? Old 
Maude has rested. The farm 
on the left belongs to Livings-
ton Rowe, quite a large farm; 
and on the right a young man 
by the name of William King 
is struggling to get his little 
farm started. His children 
will come later on. Remember 
Bob, Jack, Walter and Geor-
giana?

As we nudge Maude along, 
we see the Dobson property, 
many acres of good farm land. 
We pause to make a turn on 
the Line Fence Road but de-
cide to move straight ahead in 
order to see more of Guinea. 
The Dobson tract seems to 
stretch for miles. As far in the 
future as the year 1920, you 
can see that from the Joel and 
Milly Thomas porch to Jim 
Ash’s store at Perrin is all 
cleared land.

Who is Paul Brown, who 
wrote the retrospective ar-
ticles that appear in this 
section?

Paul Lafayette Brown, 
born in Guinea, was a 
chronicler of the region 
and its families, said Hamil-
ton Williams, who pursues 
similar interests today.

“Paul was an early re-
spected and prominent 
Guinea genealogist keeping 
track of Guinea families,” 
said Williams. “He would 
often go to the clerk’s office 
in Gloucester courthouse 
and sit in there and copy 
old court records and deed 
books. He copied them in a 
spiral notebook with a ball-
point pen and did not make 
mistakes. He always had 
up-to-date family informa-
tion” if you were working 
on your family tree.

He said the Buck’s Store 
Museum in Bena has many 
of Brown’s materials.

Williams has fond memo-
ries of Mr. Brown, who was 
born and grew up in the 
Severn area of Guinea. “He 
had a large family. Most 
of his brothers went off in 
World War II.” Paul was 
among those in the service, 
and the Gazette-Journal in 
1944 said he was in the field 
artillery at Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina.

“My earliest recollection 
of Paul Brown is as the 
Junior Sunday School De-
partment Superintendent 
at Union Baptist Church, 
Achilles, in the old wooden 
building when it was across 
the highway from the pres-
ent brick structure. That 
would have been when I 

was 9 or 10 years old and I 
was in that department,” 
said Williams.

From his research, 
Brown was able to write 
detailed stories about years 
gone by in Guinea; two of 
them are in this section.

In addition, he was a long-
time Sunday School teach-
er at Union Baptist Church, 
teaching intermediate boys 
ages 10-14. Williams was 
one of his students, and 
said Mr. Brown “was a 
well-respected teacher.”

Brown worked on the 
Gloucester Point-York Riv-
er ferry and later at a gov-
ernment installation south 
of the York River, and as he 
grew older, he moved to the 
Peninsula where he spent 
his final days.

Paul Brown, the chroni-
cler, was born in 1921, the 
seventh of eight children 
of Alton Jones Brown Sr. 
and Lela Elizabeth Thomas 
Brown. He died in 2006. 

To the left is good cleared 
land; a stand of corn is being 
worked by someone. I don’t 
know who owns this farm. 
The farmer seems to know 
how to raise a good crop. (To 
you of the future, this land 
will be owned by Button 
Thomas, Joel Thomas and his 
son, Joel H. Thomas.)

The Smith farm comes into 
view, a well-kept house and 
farm. Sam and Washington, 
the children, are still in the 
future. The Dobsons’ Sa-
lem Woods on the right still 
stretch on.

The Friends church, the 
cemetery on the left and La-
fayette (Fate) Rowe, the one 
who donated the land for the 
church, have many years to 
go before they make their 
mark in life. In fact, Fate’s fa-
ther, Sterling Rowe, is just a 
child of two here in 1808.

We seem to talk in riddles 
here for only our God can pre-
dict the future. We are look-
ing back, choosing a date and 
looking forward.

We are told when the turn 
of the nineteenth century 
came, the people pronounced 
1800 as eighteen hundred, 
but 1801 was pronounced 
“eighteen‘ought’one” and 
all the way to 1809 was pro-
nounced with “ought” as 
the third digit. So 1808 was 
“eighteen‘ought’eight.” This 
was used as late as 1901 to 
1909.

We pass on from the land 
of the future Friends Church 
and come upon the planta-
tion of Anthony Smith, all 
230 acres. This well-kept farm 
stretches from the road to the 
Severn River. There is much 
activity. We pause to give 
Maude a rest while I look to 
see if Mr. Smith is around, for 
I have a keen interest in him 
and his family. For in the fu-
ture, he is to have a daughter, 
Martha Jane, by his second 
wife, Sarah, who will eventu-
ally be Great-Grandmother to 
many.

Washington Thomas is soon 
to be Anthony Smith’s neigh-
bor. He will in the future in-
herit from his father, James 
Thomas, 98 acres. Look out, 
Martha Jane Smith, there is 
a dashing young man in the 
future for you. Washington 
Thomas will produce a young 
man that will make you stand 
up and take notice.

As we look east, we see the 
King farm, new, large and 
well kept.

We turn to the right here 
and head down the road, but 
wait! This corner is to play 
an important role in the fu-
ture. It will produce two 
stores and a post office, the 
Hames M. Thomas and Broth-
ers Store; and just across the 
street and near the marsh, is 
a store owned by Sheriff Wil-
liam “Billy” Thomas with 
Severn Post Office housed in 
the store. We in 1992 call this 
place Hammond Robins’ cor-
ner. Near this same corner, 
Ralph Rowe will build a house 
and raise his family, but this 
is to come later, for Ralph is 
only four years old in 1808.

We can see more of the 
James Thomas plantation as 
we move south, all 550 acres 
that was bought in 1788 from 

Robert Thurston and his wife, 
Frances. Richard Haywood 
and his wife, Sarah, were 
once owners of part of this 
beautiful plantation. They 
bought it in 1754. Neighbors 
of James Thomas in 1808 
are Thomas Rowe, Richard 
March, George Belvin, Aaron 
Belvin, Anthony Smith and 
Beverley Hall. This planta-
tion of James Thomas will 
be divided and sold many 
times by 1990, but to clear 
our 20th-century minds, this 
plantation stretches from the 
Severn River to Brown’s Bay 
and through the Frank Hogge 
property. This will take in 
Severn Post Office and store, 
the Thomas cemetery, the 
John Thomas property, Bun-
ny Hunter, George, Jim, Rob-
ert and Finny Thomas’s land. 
All of the Brown’s Bay Road 
and the road adjacent to it.

Let us pass on down the road 
and pass the future Severn 
School, my alma mater, and 
head on to lower Guinea. The 
land is low and somewhat 
marshy, we see a few small 
houses here and there, a cow 
tied to a stake, and a man 
plowing his garden.

As we move on and come to 
a turn in the road, we can see 
the beginning of the Warner 
Hogg  plantation that will be-
come very prosperous in just 
a few years.

To you in the 1990s, you 
will see Maryus Post Office, 
Murtie’s Corner, and a couple 
of stores. The Baptist Chapel 
will rise and be gone by the 
nineties. The people of this 
area are fishermen and farm-
ers in 1808 and will be in 1992, 
although many of the young-
er generation will take jobs 
at the Weapons Station, Fort 
Eustis, Cheatham Annex and 
other places of employment. 

The fish that were so plenti-
ful in 1808 and for many years 
thereafter will be almost non-
existent as a business by 1990.

As we move on around the 
circle, we see Jenkins Necks 
to the left just across the Bea-
ver Dam Marsh. The Bonny-
well farm covers many acres. 
Well-kept homes dot the area; 
this is a prosperous commu-
nity. The future will bring 
at least three cemeteries and 
many beautiful homes. Famil-
iar names like West, Jenkins, 
Haywood, and Bonniville will 
cover that area.

As we pass the Beaver Dam, 
we see the property of Lewis 
Hogge, who will in the future 
produce many fine offspring.

To the left, we see the Per-
rin Farm, hundreds of acres, 
it runs from Jenkins Neck to 
Bethlehem Church, owned by 
John Perrin. The farm will 
in the future be sold and di-
vided in homesteads, yielding 
private homes of beauty and 
worth. Mr. Perrin’s summer 
home still stands, but I guess 
that is a little later than the 
turn of the 19th century.

We must head back, but 
first my friend and I will stop 
under a shade tree and have a 
bite to eat. We can let Maude 
graze while we open our din-
ner buckets of biscuits, fat 
back and a bottle of molasses. 
I am thirsty; we must look 
for a pump somewhere. As 
we finish our meal and move 
on, my friend said, “So, this 
is Guinea. I like what I see.” 
My comment is, “So do I.” It 
is not thickly settled now; but 
some day in the future, it will 
be. We are a proud people, 
proud of Guinea and proud to 
be Guineamen.

I take my friend up the road 
to his home and then go to my 
home in Guinea.

Guinea; a journey of the past, in my imagination
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S&B 
Mufflers and Brakes

Mufflers • Brakes • Shocks  Struts 
• CV Axles  • Tie Rods • Flowmasters 

Magnaflow • Up to 3” pipe

STATE INSPECTION
FREE ESTIMATES!!!!

•Coolant Flushes  •Oil Changes
•Transmission Flushes

Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-5 p.m.  
2852 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Hayes 

804-684-2427

WWeellccoommee  ttoo  tthhee  GGuuiinneeaa  JJuubbiilleeee!!

Tidewater 
Collision Center

Automotive Collision Repair 

804-699-3450  •  804-699-3451 Fax
4230 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Hayes, VA 23072

tidewatercollision19@yahoo.com        
tidewatercollisioncenter.com

QUALITY
COLLISION 
REPAIR

Put your car in our hands for expert collision repair.

Adams Flooring LLC
The Name You Can Stand On

Doug Adams
adamshardwoodflooring@gmail.com

Gloucester, VA

757-880-2871

Specializing in Residential & Commercial
TREE REMOVAL / STUMP GRINDING

BUCKET TRUCK SERVICE / TOPPING & PRUNING
STORM DAMAGE CLEANUP / SNOW REMOVAL

24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICES
FULL LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

BEGALLOWAY.BG@GMAIL.COM

ANDREWS
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY

7192 Main Street • Gloucester • 804-693-2366

Home of Dignified Service

Serving the Middle Peninsula since 1976

TIMOTHY MOORE  fsi_tim@yahoo.com
804-695-4802 cell

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1996

Enjoy the
Guinea
Jubilee!

Servicing 

all brand
s!

Heating - Cooling  
Water Heaters

Sales - Service - Installation
880044--669944--66777755

J. Mark West, Owner
Master HVAC Technician             

Licensed & Insured
premierhvac@outlook.com                            24-Hour Service

Welcome to the Guinea Jubilee!

Hayes

880044--664422--00009988
2753 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Hayes, VA

www.hayesautosales.com

Come on by and
check out our

premium 
quality vehicles

WELCOME TO THE GUINEA JUBILEE

AUTO 
SALES

Home Grown
Guinea Jubilee co-chairman Ryan Ashe unveiled the design for this year’s T-shirt 
at Guinea Heritage Day. The design includes a photo of a number of oyster cans 
and a pair of white Guinea work boots on a dock. The T-shirts will be available this 
weekend.

From the files …

CHARLIE KOENIG / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Conditions at Severn 
School, a school for white 
children, were described this 
way in the Gazette-Journal in 
September, 1948:

“…Patrons offered their 
three-room school for com-
parison with any school in 
the county—for bottom place, 
that is.

“Nathan Belvin of Severn 
stated that he believed condi-
tions at Severn are the worst 
in the county—“And nothing 
is done to improve them,” he 
said.

“Captain S. Shackelford, re-
tired fisherman, recalled that 
he loaned the money to the 
county 40 years ago to build 
the school. The construction 
cost $1,800, he said, and was 
later paid back,

“The school principal, Miss 
Betty Thomas, who has been 
teaching there for 20 years, 
said she and the other teach-
er, Miss Eunice Clements, 
must start fires in the class-

room stoves each cold morn-
ing, taking wood that has to 
be stored within the school 
building due to the lack of 
an outside shed. To reach 
the outdoor toilets, which 
some patrons described as 
‘filthy,’ students are said to 
wade through water in rainy 
weather.

“There is no electricity in 
the building and the water 
supply is a well pump in the 
front yard.”

For context, this was writ-
ten at a time that lawyers 
were working in Gloucester 
County advocating for better 
conditions in schools for Afri-
can American children.

We Print
Almost

Everything!
Let us print

YOUR
business card!

GLOUCESTER -MATHEWS

(804) 693-3101
Ask for Charlie
Drummond

• Letterheads
• Envelopes
• Business Cards
• Newsletters
• Brochures
• POSTERS
• Programs
•Type Styles
• Color Copies
• Laminating

Ask for Lee
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•Deck Tables
w/Chairs

•Gliders
•Picnic Tables
•Swings

•Trailers 
Galore!

trailer world 2_trailer world.qxd  9/14/2022  8:09 AM  Page 1

Riverwalk Landing in Historic Yorktown
325 Water St. • 757-890-2162 

www.viccelliogoldsmith.com
Tues.-Sat. 11am-5pm; Sun. by appt.; Mon. Closed

 
    

     
 

      
 

      
      

 
 

Custom & Unique 
Collection of

Bracelets • Earrings
Necklaces • Rings

Welcome to the Guinea Jubilee!

You can count on us for fast and reliable installation, maintenance and repair of your home’s heating, cooling and hot water systems all year round.

Enjoy 365 days of COMFORT!
Your CCoommffoorrtt System Specialists

Phone 804-693-2102 • Fax 804-694-8044 • hodgbry@gmail.com
DDaannnnyy  RR..  MMccCClloouudd,,  MMaannaaggeerr

Hodges & Bryant, LLC

 PROUD TO

FUEL 
 the watermen of our region.
phillipsoilandgas.com

Buck’s Store display
Buck’s Store Museum is the first stop on the Guinea Heritage Driving Tour. It was also the first display table at Guinea Heritage 
Day, which was held on Sunday, Sept. 10, at the Abingdon Ruritan Club. Here, people gather around the photographs and 
other items from the general store that was turned into a museum.

Guinea Jubilee 
merchandise

Although this year’s Guinea Jubilee T-
shirt wasn’t ready in time for the Sept. 
10 Guinea Heritage Day program, peo-
ple lined up to purchase other memora-
bilia, as well as placing advance orders 
for the T-shirts, which they will pick up 
this weekend.

CHARLIE KOENIG / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

CHARLIE KOENIG / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Call us for all your 
Printing Needs

GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS
Gazette-Journal

804-693-3101
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3105 George Washington Memorial Highway
Hayes, VA 23072

804-642-9044 • sales@aircareinc.biz

Welcome
to the

Guinea
Jubilee

Lisa Atkins • Realtor®

cell: 804-832-0974

3786 George Washington Mem. Hwy., Hayes, Va 23072
804-642-2300  •  abbittrealty.com

WWeellccoommee  ttoo  tthhee
GGuuiinneeaa  JJuubbiilleeee!!

Call me to help you find that perfect home.

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30 • Sat. 9-4:30        
www.DoddRV.com

“Proud Sponsor of the Dukes Touchdown Club”   
7023 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Yorktown 

   757-833-3633

WELCOME
 TO THE

GUINEA 
JUBILEE

DealerRater 

  

  Since 1956                                        

                                         

       

SEVEN TIME NATIONAL AWARD WINNER

2023

C DW CC..WW..  DDaavviiss
PPaavviinngg,,  IInncc..

YYoouurr  hhoommeettoowwnn  ccoonnttrraaccttoorr  wwiitthh  oovveerr  
4400  yyeeaarrss  ooff  eexxppeerriieennccee  iinn  bbootthh  
ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  &&  rreessiiddeennttiiaall  wwoorrkk

We specialize in commercial entrances, site
work, water & sewer, tar and gravel and 
manufacture the oonnllyy virgin mix asphalt.

CCllaassss  AA  CCoonnttrraaccttoorr                        LLiicceennsseedd  &&  IInnssuurreedd
For a free estimate call 880044--664422--55556622  

Welcome to the  
Guinea Jubilee

 (804) 642-1814 
1925 George Washington Memorial Hwy, Gloucester Point, VA 23062

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 9AM–6PM
Saturday 9AM–5PM ~  Sunday Closed

Enjoy your weekend at the Guinea Jubilee!

Locations: 
6583 Market Dr Gloucester  • 804-694-5082

 6819 Walton Lane Gloucester inside Walmart  • 804-694-7409 
1388f Tappahannock Blvd Tappahannock  • 804-445-8225 

1660 Tappahannock Blvd Tappahannock inside Walmart • 804-238-2052 
80 Old Fair Grounds Way Kilmarnock  • 804-436-9222 

 Eastern Shore Onley, VA • 804-824-8936

CHARLIE KOENIG / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

First Morning Star
Photos, church programs and other memorabilia from First Morning Star Baptist Church adorns a table at the Abingdon Ruritan Club during the Sept. 10 Guinea Heri-
tage Day program. First Morning Star was Stop #2 on the Guinea Heritage Driving Tour, which was the theme for the display.

Al’s Body Shop
4546 HICKORY FORK RD, GLOUCESTER 880044--669933--66444477

Welcome
to the

Guinea Jubilee

 
  

    
   

Tom Wilke Insurance Agency Inc
Tom Wilke, Agent

2904 George Washington Mem Hwy
Hayes, VA  23072

Bus: 804-642-6495
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Union Baptist
Stop #3 on the Guinea Heritage Driving Tour is Union Baptist Church. This display 
at Guinea Heritage Day includes photographs and historical items from the church 
that first organized in 1801.

GLOUCESTER -MATHEWS

See us on
Facebook

We Print
Almost

Everything!
Let us print

YOUR
business card!

GLOUCESTER -MATHEWS

(804) 693-3101
Ask for Charlie
Drummond

• Letterheads
• Envelopes
• Business Cards
• Newsletters
• Brochures
• POSTERS
• Programs
•Type Styles
• Color Copies
• Laminating

Ask for Lee
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Join Us at
The Guinea Jubilee

Broadcasting Live
Friday • 3 to 5 p.m.

• Mercury Motor Sales, Repairs, Service
• We Service Most Brands
• Electronics Sales & Installation
• Boat Trailer Sales & Repairs
• Boat, Motor & Trailer Parts

5331 Buckley Hall Rd, Cobbs Creek 23035     804-695-4770 

Welcome to the Guinea Jubilee!

AUTO MAX
OOFF  GGLLOOUUCCEESSTTEERR

Welcomes you
to the Guinea Jubilee
While you’re visiting

stop by and looks at our
great selection of vehicles!

AAtt  SSeeaawweellll’’ss  OOrrddiinnaarryy
804-695-0660 www.automaxofgloucester.com

Grand marshal
Betty Lou Setterholm Sammons was named this year’s Guinea Jubilee grand marshal during the Sept. 10 Guinea Heritage 
Day program. This table was filled with photos of her, as well as a CD containing her country music song, “Look At Me Now.”

CHARLIE KOENIG / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Heritage Day crowd
A large crowd filled the Abingdon Ruritan Club building on Sept. 10 for Guinea Heritage Day, getting a chance to bid on 
Guinea cakes, pick up Guinea Jubilee merchandise and find out who’s this year’s grand marshal.

CHARLIE KOENIG / GAZETTE-JOURNAL 
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