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20 years later
Community to remember 9/11 Saturday

The community is set to remember the 20th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks Saturday. Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church is holding a luminaria remembrance service, similar to the service it held on 
the 10th anniversary of Sept. 11. Pictured above are church volunteers completing the luminaria display.

BY MELANY SLAUGHTER

The 20th anniversary of the 
Sept. 11, 2001 terror attacks is 
this Saturday, calling the com-
munity to remember one of 
America’s most devastating 
tragedies.

Grace Covenant Presby-
terian Church, located on 
Gloucester’s Main Street, will 
hold a luminaria remembrance 
service in the church parking 

lot beginning at 6 p.m. on Sat-
urday.

“We want it to be remem-
bered,” said the Rev. Doug Na-
gel, pastor of Grace Covenant.

Church volunteers will meet 
Saturday morning to set-up 
approximately 500 luminaries, 
each one consisting of a white 
paper bag, sand and a tea light. 

“We need to come together,” 
said Nagel.

At 6 p.m., the luminaries will 

be lit. At 6:30, the church will 
have a brief remembrance 
service which will include a 
prayer for those who lost their 
lives on Sept. 11 and a round of 
“God Bless America.” The ser-
vice will wrap up no later than 
7. Gloucester Volunteer Fire 
and Rescue will also be there 
with its American flag on the 
extension bucket.

“It is a contemporary issue 
that is in the news right now,” 

said Nagel about the U.S. with-
drawing from Afghanistan af-
ter 20 years of war.

In 2011, on the 10th an-
niversary of Sept. 11, Grace 
Covenant lit 2,997 luminar-
ies for each person who lost 
their lives in the attacks. The 
church had about 150 people 
show up for that service. 

DAV
Gloucester’s Disabled Ameri-

can Veterans Chapter 58 will 

also be hosting a Sept. 11 
remembrance ceremony on 
Saturday. According to Louis 
Valcourt, commander of the 
chapter, the outdoor ceremo-
ny will include the raising of 
colors, the national anthem 
and some reflection time.

The ceremony is set to start 
at 11 a.m. at the DAV building, 
located along Short Lane be-
hind WXGM. If it rains, the cer-
emony will be moved inside. 

Mathews native plays 
part in getting Afghani 

friend to safety

Mathews native Scott Sadler, left, of Arlington was instrumental in helping his longtime friend and colleague, Afzal Afzali, es-
cape from Afghanistan last month, along with his wife, Sohaila Saleem Afzali, and their son and daughter, Aryan and Bahar.

BY SHERRY HAMILTON

For three weeks, Scott 
Sadler’s life was on hold. On 
Aug. 10, the Mathews native 
and current Arlington resi-
dent got a telephone call from 
an old friend who urgently 
needed help, and he stopped 
everything to render aid.

He didn’t go out to dinner or 
to shop or to visit friends. For 
the first time ever he missed a 
wedding he had said he would 
attend, and he in fact didn’t 
leave home at all except for 
work. Even his job took a back 
seat to the task he had set for 
himself—getting his friend Af-
zal Afzali out of Afghanistan.

On Thursday, Aug. 26 (Fri-
day, Aug. 27 Kabul time), after 
days of enduring the push of 
crowds around Hamid Karzai 
International Airport and try-
ing to stay under the Taliban 
radar, Afzali and his family 
were among the last refugees 
to escape Afghanistan before 

the Taliban took over.
Sadler met Afzali in 2012 

while serving in Afghanistan 
as the senior communica-
tions and policy advisor to 
Gen. John Allen, commander 
at the International Security 
Assistance Force in Kabul. Af-
zali was the program manager 
at the Afghanistan Academic 
and Islamic Research Center, 
and he assisted the American 
military and defense contrac-
tors as they made outreach 
efforts to the Afghan people. 
The two men stayed in touch 
over the years, but more ur-
gently once they learned that 
U.S. forces were going to be 
withdrawn from Afghanistan 
by the end of August.

In an Aug. 11 letter to the 
Chief of Mission at the U.S. 
Embassy in Kabul, Sadler rec-
ommended that Afzali and 
his family be granted special 
immigrant status, saying that 
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HELPING TO SAFETY: Mathews native joins forces with others to get family out of Kabul
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1C)

Afzali’s “keen intellect and 
knowledge of the delicate lo-
cal political environment was 
indispensable to our team’s 
success in engaging with se-
nior Afghan officials” while in 
Afghanistan. Sadler stated fur-
ther that evacuating the fam-
ily would be a way to “repay 
those who stood shoulder-
to-shoulder with our civilians 
and forces during perilous 
times.”

Afzali suggested that Sadler 
contact another American 
who had become his friend 
while serving in Afghanistan—
attorney Brennan Heuser of 
Colorado Springs, a former 
U.S. Psychological Operations 
NCO who in 2011 worked with 
the Military Information Sup-
port Team in support of the 
U.S. Embassy in Afghanistan.

Sadler made contact, and 
soon there was another let-
ter in support of Afzali being 
granted a visa. In his letter, 
Heuser explained that Afzali 
had been well known by the 
U.S. Embassy’s Strategic Com-
munications and Public Af-
fairs Office, and that Afzali had 
helped him establish a “highly 
sensitive Religious Leader En-
gagement Program.”

“His messaging directly 
contradicted the extremist 
religious narratives that were 
being pushed by the Taliban,” 
said Heuser. “Mr. Afzali risked 
his life to support the U.S. 
mission and coalition forces 
… I have no doubt that as the 
security situation in Afghani-
stan deteriorates he and his 
family will be targeted.”

The network
With letters of support writ-

ten, Sadler and Heuser began 
a telephone campaign that 
was part of a much wider ef-
fort to help U.S.-friendly Af-
ghans escape from the loom-
ing clutches of the Taliban. An 
informal communication net-
work was rapidly established 
by an organization called So-
ciety Seventy-Six, with people 
using encrypted messages 
to exchange information and 
ideas on how to help their 
friends and colleagues.

Heuser said it was “the most 
decentralized, impromptu yet 
functional network I’ve ever 
seen, and it happened almost 

Attorney Brennan Heuser had to dress like the locals when he served in Afghani-
stan as a Psychological Operations NCO with the Military Information Support 
Team.

SEE HELPING  TO SAFETY, PAGE 3C
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overnight.”
“The amount of collabora-

tion and information from 
people both inside and out-
side the government was 
enormous,” he said. “None 
of us had ever met, but we 
were all driven by a moral im-
perative that we would fulfill 
our duty even if our leaders 
didn’t. I’ve never seen any-
thing like it.”

Sadler got two names to call 
from a person he knew at the 
National Security Council, and 
over the next two weeks, he 
and Heuser developed a list of 
50 contacts as they called one 
person and then got referred 
to another, then another.

“The whole week of the 16th 
we were trying to figure out 
through our contacts how to 
make it happen,” he said.

The network included peo-
ple on the ground in Kabul 
getting real-time information 
and passing it back to the 
states, and vice versa.

“I basically didn’t put my 
phone down,” said Sadler. 
“We had moments when 
we thought Afzal would be 
retrieved and it would ‘go 
south.’ We were on the edge of 
our seats. Brennan and I talk-
ed probably 15 times a day.”

On the ground in Kabul
All the while that Americans 

were anxiously networking, 
Afzali, his wife Sohaila, and 
their son and daughter Aryan 
and Bahar were daily taking 
chances, joining the pressing 
throng of Afghans surround-
ing the Kabul airport, hoping 
to be among those let inside 
while continually dodging 
contact with Taliban on the 
ground. At one point, the fam-
ily waited at one of the gates 
for 36 hours and never got 
in, and Afzali swore he would 
never put them through that 
again.

“There were at least three 
or four times in the process 
when we went for a gate time 
and had tremendous hope, 
and Afzal would move his en-
tire family and something bad 
would happen with the Tali-
ban,” said Brennan. “It was a 
very dangerous time for him 
to move throughout the city.”

Brennan said that Afzali’s 
biometrics had been taken by 
U.S. forces, and somehow that 

information had gotten into 
the hands of the Taliban, mak-
ing his discovery more likely.

“If we didn’t hear from him 
during a movement, we didn’t 
know what might have hap-
pened,” he said. “He had to 
continually delete messages 
because of the danger of hav-
ing them if he were taken.”

Breakthrough
On Wednesday, Aug. 25, 

there was a breakthrough. 
Four children whose father 
had been killed by the Taliban 

eight years before, the oldest 
a 17-year-old girl, were hiding 
in a safehouse in Kabul and 
needed a male escort to get 
to the airport. Their mother, 
a U.S. citizen, had been trying 
to secure their passage to the 
U.S. for weeks and was anx-
iously waiting for them here.

“If Afzal accompanied them, 
it would provide incentive for 
him to be let in, but it was a 
significant risk for his family,” 
said Sadler. “Afzal said, ‘ab-
solutely I’ll take care of these 

children.’”
The mother called Afzali and 

was comfortable with hav-
ing her children go in a bus 
to Afzali’s house, and from 
there to the airport, so the ar-
rangements were made. How-
ever, a guard at the safehouse 
wouldn’t let the children leave 
until he heard from the right 
person, and that took hours, 
Sadler said. The government 
had collapsed and the Tali-
ban were taking over, and the 
chaotic situation and time de-
lay left no time for Afzal to be 
included in the move to the 
airport.

Sadler said it was a huge 
blow.

“I was already pretty dis-
tressed,” he said. “Wednesday 
afternoon I really thought we 
had done everything we pos-
sibly could do and would nev-
er get him out. I called Afzal, 
and it was a very emotional 
conversation. I was a total 
wreck. This guy had done a lot 
for us, and we knew he would 
be killed. I had a long cry.”

For Brennan, it took a psy-

chological, physical and emo-
tional toll that was akin to 
his many deployments to the 
Middle East.

“This felt like a mission that 
continued for two weeks,” 
he said. “Usually overseas 
there’s a constant level of 
stress, but it’s not so intense. 
For two weeks, it all became a 
blur. I felt like I was in Kabul 
again.”

Brennan had to step back 
from the efforts briefly to re-
gain his composure.

Wednesday night (Thurs-
day morning in Kabul), Sadler 
called Afzali again only to find 
out that the safehouse had 
sent the children in a bus di-
rectly to the airport’s north 
gate, and they had been there 
waiting for 13 hours straight. 
Afzali was able to make ar-
rangements to have the chil-
dren taken to his house, where 
they finally met. The children 
arrived cold and hungry, and 
Afzali and his wife fed them 
and cared for them.

Click on
Research Your Family Tree
www.gazettejournal.net
The database lists obituaries which
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to the present. Copies or transcriptions of these obituaries
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HELPING TO SAFETY: Anxious hours as Sadler waits for news of Afghani friend
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2C)

Afzal Afzali took this photo of the packed C-17 he and his family flew on to escape from Afghanistan on Aug. 27. His shoes are visible at the bottom of the photo.

Although Afzali had sworn 
he would never take his chil-
dren back to the airport again, 
the Afghans’ code of hospi-
tality requires that a guest 
be treated better than one’s 
own family, said Sadler, so 
once more, the Afzali family 
headed to the north gate, this 
time with four extra children 
in tow.

While they were at the gate, 
news came through to the U.S. 
that a suicide bomber had det-
onated a bomb at the south-
east gate, and Sadler anxious-
ly messaged Afzali to find out 
if he was okay. The family was 
fine, and even though Sadler 
received a message from a 
contact in the military say-
ing he should tell Afzali to go 
home, he didn’t do it.

“I felt if they went back 
home, there would be no 
chance of this happening,” 
said Sadler. “These four chil-
dren were White House and 
high level state department 
priority. Because Afzal was in-
volved with them, we became 
increasingly optimistic that 
he could get out. They were 
the golden ticket.”

Success
Late Thursday night (Friday 

morning in Kabul), Sadler got 
a message from Afzali say-
ing that the four children he 
had taken under his wing had 
been let in the gate. Although 
he had told the Taliban that 
the children were in his cus-
tody, they did not let him 
through. He sent Sadler a pic-
ture of where he was standing 
at the airport wall, and Sadler 
quickly sent it to Brennan, 
who passed it to teams on the 
ground working within the air-
port, while Sadler sent it to a 
friend in Kabul he had been 
talking to. The Kabul contacts 
recognized how close Afzali 
and his family were to the 
gate, and they sent a team to 
“grab” Afzali’s family and get 
them inside.

It was a moment of joy and 
relief for Sadler and Heuser, 
who had been “tied at the hip” 
since the ordeal began.

“I won’t forget the message 
I received on Signal from a 
friend on the ground by the 
north gate of the Hamid Kar-
zai Airport that said, ‘He’s in!’” 
said Sadler.

Now all they had to do was 
wait for Afzal and his family to 
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be put on a flight to the U.S. 
That happened shortly after-
ward. The Afzalis and the four 
children were flown out on 
the same C-17, and on Sunday, 
they all finally arrived in the 
U.S.

Sadler and Afzali were able 
to reunite briefly at the Dul- 
les Expo Center on Monday 
morning before the family was 
whisked away to Fort Bliss in 
El Paso, Texas, where they’ll 
complete the process for a 
P-2 Visa. Afzali’s brother Faiz, 
who immigrated to the U.S. 
several years ago, lives in Dal-
las, and he will welcome the 
family into his small, two-bed-
room apartment. A software 
engineer, Faiz Afzali plans to 
use money he’s been saving 
to put a down payment on a 
house for both families until 
his brother and his family can 
stand on their own feet.

“I feel good about that,” 
said Sadler. “There’s stability 
there. A lot of these folks have 
no family at all … When Af-
zal’s brother came to America 
a few years back, it was only 
him. He had to figure it out on 
his own. He eventually met 
his future wife and they have 
two children. He told me that 
the support system Afzal will 
have will allow him to over-
come the challenges quicker.”

Also on Monday, the four 
children were reunited with 
their mother in New York. 
News channel CNN did a piece 
on their journey, mentioning 
the critical role Afzali, Sadler 
and Heuser played in their 
rescue.

Sadler said on Monday that 
he felt he would finally be able 
to sleep that night, for the first 
time in three weeks.

“I feel blessed, and Brennan 
does too,” he said, his voice 
breaking. “It was so hum-
bling.”

Sadler said Afzali has been 
texting him and Brennan 

about how excited he is being 
in the United States—about 
how safe he feels here.

“We still live in the great-
est nation on the face of the 
planet,” said Sadler. “So many 
people around the world just 
wish they could be here. I feel 
so grateful. And I feel fortu-
nate to have been engaged 
in this—in something bigger 
than yourself. It has forever 
changed my life.”

Sadler said people have 
been reaching out to offer as-
sistance to the family. People 
in Mathews have been collect-
ing boxes of goods to send 
to them, he said, so “they’re 
going to be fine. They’ll have 
things.”

Those wishing to provide 
cash assistance may contact 
Sadler for address informa-
tion. He can be reached at 
jscottsadler@gmail.com or 
804-815-4330.
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Hendrickson making 
a difference 

in disaster-stricken Haiti

Gloucester native Lt. Garrett Hendrickson, a helicopter pilot serving in the U.S. 
Coast Guard in Clearwater, Florida, spent a week in Haiti recently, providing hu-
manitarian aid and disaster relief to victims of the Aug. 14 earthquake.

SEE HAITI RELIEF, PAGE 5C

BY SHERRY HAMILTON

Gloucester native Garrett 
Hendrickson has been serv-
ing his country for the past 
six years, three as a U.S. Coast 
Guard helicopter pilot, but his 
most recent assignment was 
unlike anything he’s done be-
fore.

Stationed at USCG Air Sta-
tion Clearwater in Clearwater, 
Florida, Lt. Hendrickson com-
manded a crew that served 
a special mission to provide 
humanitarian aid and disaster 
relief to Haiti after a 7.2 magni-
tude earthquake hit the island 
nation on Aug. 14.

As the pilot of an H-60 hel- 
icopter, Hendrickson spent 
a week flying from his base 
in the Bahamas to remote, 
mountainous areas of Haiti 
that were cut off from the 
rest of the country when the 
earthquake wiped out bridges 
and left roads impassable. His 
primary mission was the med-
ical evacuation of stranded 
earthquake survivors, and the 
only way to get to them was 
by flying into deep mountain 
valleys and finding sometimes 
very small patches of flat ter-
rain to land on. In addition 
to the steep mountains and 
damaged infrastructure, the 
weather and winds made the 
landings quite hazardous.

“We’d find an area that 
looked like the clearest, best 
place to land,” said Hendrick-
son. “Then we’d fly out people 
who were in critical condi-
tion.”

Scouts from USAID and 
other non-governmental orga-
nizations were first dropped 
off in the remote areas to find 
people who were in need, he 
said, and then they let the 
Coast Guard and the Depart-
ment of Defense, which were 
concurrently providing relief 
efforts, know their location.

Once he landed, Hendrick-
son said, hundreds of people 
might show up to get possi-

bly their first ever up-close 
glimpse of a helicopter. Then 
the medics would sort out 
the patients that were most in 
need of some type of care that 
wasn’t available where they 
were. The crews saw a lot of 
complex compound fractures 
of the lower legs and pelvis 
that, if not treated, could have 
become septic and infected.

The very first day on the 
job, Friday, Aug. 20, Hendrick-
son made a challenging land-
ing in a small mountain valley, 
and “everybody came out to 
see the helicopter,” he said. 
The medical team began se-

GLOUCESTER -MATHEWS

See us on
Facebook
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To All the First
Responders that

selflessly
give of themselves

day after day
THANK  YOU
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HAITI RELIEF: Gloucester native responds to help after earthquake devastates island
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4C)

Lt. Garrett Hendrickson in flight during a rescue mission to help victims of the earthquake in Haiti.

lecting the injured villagers 
they would fly back to the 
capital, Port-au-Prince, and 
the first person they chose 
was a little girl who was in se-
vere pain and was frightened 
and crying. She was severely 
dehydrated, he said, and the 
rescue team was having trou-
ble placing an IV. After they 
had tried three times with 
no success, they asked her if 
they could try one more time, 
and her response inspired 
Hendrickson.

“She smiled and gave a 
thumbs up,” he said. “In spite 
of her pain and fear, it was in-
credible to see how resilient 
she was, and how willing to 
accept help from strangers un-

der very scary circumstances. 
It made me feel from the first 
day that we were making a big 
difference there.”

Hendrickson said if hadn’t 
been for the capabilities of 
his crew, “who knows what 
would’ve happened” to the 
little girl. And he said he had 
seen the same thing over and 
over again.

“So many were in incredible 
pain and frightened,” he said, 
“but they trusted us because 
they knew we were there to 
help.”

The culture of Haiti is very 
different from United States 
culture, said Hendrickson. In 
a lot of the villages the people 
live in makeshift buildings 
that would never be seen in 

the U.S.
“It made me appreciate the 

privileges and standard of liv-
ing in America,” he said.

In addition to picking up pa-
tients, Hendrickson delivered 
relief supplies such as food, 
water, and medications to the 
remote areas, and he dropped 
off volunteer medical crews 
who had come from all over 
the world.

“At least we were able to get 
the people what they needed 
to survive,” he said.

Primary job in Coast Guard
Hendrickson’s primary job 

in the Coast Guard is perform-
ing maritime search and res-
cue in the Clearwater area, 
but he is also routinely de-
ployed to serve in Operation 
Bahamas, Turks and Caicos, 
or OPBAT, which performs 
anti-drug and migrant smug-
gling operations in the Baha-
mas. However, as soon as he 
arrived in the Bahamas last 
month for that mission, he 
was assigned to the special 
mission in Haiti.

Critical to all response ef-
forts are the Coast Guard’s 
rescue swimmers, said Hen-
drickson.

“They don’t just jump in wa-
ter to save people,” he said. 
“They are all trained EMTs. 
They can assist with pre-
hospital lifesaving care and 
sort out who needs immedi-
ate help … They know how 
to take care of patients while 
they’re in the helicopter. They 
can make them comfortable 
and place IVs while in flight.”

Hendrickson said it’s impor-
tant that he, as the pilot and 
person in charge of the mis-
sion, understands what’s hap-
pening, so he has asked the 
rescue swimmers to educate 
him “so I can assist them in 
the best way possible.”

“I recognize my authority, 
but also my limitations,” he 
said. “I’m not a trained medi-
cal expert … I always leave it 
up to the crew to decide who 

needs to go in the helicopter 
and who doesn’t.”

Group effort
The mission in Haiti was a 

coordinated effort between 
the Coast Guard and U.S. De-
partment of Defense forces, 
said Hendrickson. While the 
Coast Guard was on the scene 
first, the DOD showed up “and 
added a lot of value.”

“The coordinated effort was 
very, very impressive,” he 
said. He described one rescue 
of a number of people in a re-
mote area. His helicopter was 
limited by weight and couldn’t 
take all the people who need-

SEE HAITI RELIEF, PAGE 12C

Green’s Optical
Ed Green

Licensed Optician 
Owner

4756 George Washington Memorial Highway, Hayes, VA 23072
Monday-Friday 9-5 Saturday 10-1

804-695-9595  804-694-0180 fax      

Lab on premisesone day turn-around on single vision
Veteran Owned & Operated
Military Discounts Available

THANK YOU
HEROES

Remembering everyone on the 
Anniversary of 911!

Lt. Hendrickson was often required to land in less-than-prime conditions, on 
mountainous terrain, with heavy surrounding vegetation.
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880044--669933--33661177
6558 Belroi Road, Gloucester

Give us a call for all 
your plumbing, heating

and air conditioning needs.

HHeerrbbeerrtt  CClleemmeennttss  
&&  SSoonnss,,  IInncc..

PPlluummbbiinngg  ••  HHeeaattiinngg  ••  AA//CC
TToo  aallll  oouurr  

FFiirrsstt  RReessppoonnddeerr  HHeerrooeess
wwhhoo  ggiivvee  ssoo  mmuucchh  ttoo  tthhee
ccoommmmuunniittyy  wwee  ssaayy............

PPRROOUUDD  MMEEMMBBEERR  OOFF

TTeeaamm
3192 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy.,

Hayes, VA 23072 

804-684-1269
www.oreillyauto.com 804-993-3065

CCoommee  ttoo  OO’’RReeiillllyy  AAuuttoo  PPaarrttss
ffoorr  aallll  yyoouurr  aauuttoommoottiivvee  ppaarrttss  aanndd  aacccceessssoorriieess!!

44FFRREEEE BBaatttteerryy  &&  AAlltteerrnnaattoorr  TTeessttiinngg
44FFRREEEE  WWiippeerr  BBllaaddee  iinnssttaallllaattiioonn

44  FFRREEEE  EEnnggiinnee  LLiigghhtt  CChheecckk

Drones: Another tool in the Gloucester 
Sheriff’s Office’s law enforcement chest

KIM ROBINS / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Gloucester Sheriff’s Office Sgt. Brad Simmons is shown with one of two GSO drones packed into its hard carrying case. Simmons is heading up the GSO’s drone program 
and plans to have six licensed drone pilots on the agency’s staff.

BY KIM ROBINS

Gloucester Sheriff Darrell 
Warren is adding drones to 
his chest of law enforcement 
tools.

The use of drones can help 
the agency to save manpower 
and money in many situa-
tions, according to GSO Sgt. 
Brad Simmons, who is over-
seeing the drone program.

Simmons said the GSO is 
currently awaiting a certifi-
cate of authorization from 
the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration, which is required 
before public agencies may 
use a drone. He said there is a 
lengthy application to fill out 

for the certificate, and then 
the application has been com-
pleted and submitted. 

Once the agency’s certifi-
cate is in hand, the drone pro-
gram will be fully operational. 
At least three officers—Lt. 
Scott Little, Lt. Jay Klink and 
Sgt. Nick Leaver—have al-
ready obtained their individu-
al remote pilot’s license from 
the FAA and are ready to oper-
ate the GSO drones.

“Our goal is to have six pi-
lots licensed, then we can 
have one on each patrol shift 
(there are four shifts), one on 
our special operations unit 
and one for investigations,” 
said Simmons. The GSO has 

two drones to utilize and both 
units are small and readily 
packable. Simmons said the 
drones only require 15 min-
utes or less to set up and 
launch. 

Simmons said the drones 
cannot be used to violate 
someone’s civil rights or used 
in violation of search and sei-
zure laws. However, they can 
be utilized if a search war-
rant is obtained. In executing 
a search warrant, the agency 
may use whatever tools it has 
available. 

The drones can be utilized 
without a warrant in some 
cases, such as when an Am-
ber Alert, Senior Alert or Blue 
Alert is activated. The drone 
can also be used when it is de-
termined to be necessary to 
alleviate an immediate danger 
to any person. It can be used 
by a law enforcement officer 
to survey aerially a primary 
residence of the subject of an 
arrest warrant to formulate 
a plan to execute an existing 
arrest warrant or capias for a 
felony offense. 

The drone can be used with-
out a warrant to locate a per-
son who has escaped custody 
or fled from a law enforce-
ment officer who remains in 
pursuit of such person. Ad-
ditionally, it can be used if a 
person gives consent. In no 
case may a weaponized drone 
be deployed in Virginia.

When a search warrant is 
obtained, the drone can by 
used to gather intelligence 
prior to the search and can 
be operated while the search 
is being conducted. Simmons 
said it can be used to help 
search for missing persons 
and operated while a crime is 
in progress to help locate sus-

pects. 
The GSO drones also have 

crash avoidance systems, 
search lights, beacons and 
speakers and they can be 
useful both outdoors and 
indoors. They are equipped 
with cameras and infrared 
systems for picking up on 
heat signatures. 

Each weighs a little less 
than two pounds and has a 
maximum flight speed of 44 
miles per hour. Simmons said 
they have flight times of 30 to 
40 minutes when they have 
fully charged batteries. 

“We could use it to negotiate 
with someone, for example, or 
to search for a suspect. If we 
needed to search Walmart it 
would be a lot quicker than 
men on the ground. Or if we 
had to look for an active 
shooter inside of a school,” 
said Simmons. 

The drones can also be 
used to help with crowd con-
trol and to photograph traffic 
crash scene. Outside of law 
enforcement, Simmons said 
the drone can assist the coun-
ty with damage assessments 
in events such as floods or 
storms, saving the expense of 
a helicopter survey. It could 
also be used to assist the fire 
departments as it battles a 
large and spreading wildfire. 

While the drone can assist 
law enforcement, it can also 
be used against it. For exam-
ple, Simmons said a drone can 
be utilized by a drug dealer to 
watch for police in the area. 
He also said there is no pro-
vision for law enforcement to 
defeat a drone.

Simmons said while await-
ing the use of its own drones, 
the GSO has utilized the drone 
unit from the York-Poquoson 
Sheriff’s Office. He estimated 
they have used it about six 
times in the last 18 months. 
But calling in this mutual aid 
takes time which is not always 
available in emergency situa-
tions.

When the GSO obtains its 
FAA certificate of authoriza-
tion it will be able to respond 
a drone immediately, as need-
ed, and eliminate the need for 
one type of mutual aid.

3786 George Washington Mem. Hwy., Hayes, Va 23072
804-642-2300  •  abbittrealty.com

Lisa Atkins • Realtor®

cell: 804-832-0974

MMaakkee  yyoouurr  bbaacckkyyaarrdd
tthhee  ccoooolleesstt  ppllaaccee  ttoo
eennjjooyy  ssuummmmeerr!!

757-596-8658
Open Mon.- . 9-  p.m.

Sun. 11-4 
1624 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy.

Yorktown, Va. (Look for the Pink House)

• We are a family-owned business

• We don’t use subcontractors

• In business for over 30 years
at the same location!

• Exclusive 1 year  Best Pools
warranty on installation
and  service

TTaakkiinngg  
DDeeppoossiittss  

ffoorr  
22002222  PPoooollss

TThhaannkkss  TToo  AAllll  TThhee  
FFiirrsstt  RReessppoonnddeerrss!!

Graphic Design • Signs for Home & Business • Screen Printing
330B Main Street, Mathews, Va.

725-7446

We Pay Tribute To Our First Responders

THANK YOU!

““TThhee  MMeenn  OOff  VViissiioonn””
Hours: Monday - Friday  • 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

880044--669933--55991199 SSuuiittee  110033,,  WWaalltteerr  RReeeedd  PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall  PPaarrkk,,  GGlloouucceesstteerr

KIM ROBINS / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

A GSO drone is shown with an attached speaker on top. The drone also has a search 
light, a beacon and infrared capability. 

KIM ROBINS / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

The drone collapses into a small unit that can quickly be slipped into a backpack 
along with its controller. The drone can be taken to a site and deployed in 15 
minutes or less. 
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Chesapeake Marine Training Institute
Bringing Professional Mariner Training To You!

www.chesapeakemarineinst.com
3566 George Washington Memorial Hwy., P.O. Box 1153

Hayes, VA 23072-1153               800-642-CMTI

All First Responders take $100 off Captain’s or $75 off OUPV
(6-pack) license courses when you register by November 6th

757-898-4907
5308 WASHINGTON SQUARE, RT. 17, YORKTOWN

MMaarrkk  FFrriieeddmmaann’’ss
Custom Jewelers

GOLDSMITH ON PREMISES

CUSTOM WORK 
JEWELRY REPAIRS 

RING SIZING 
PEARL RESTRINGING

Citizens Watches - Diamond Jewelry  
14k Gold Earrings - 14k Jewelry 

Estate Jewelry - His & Her Wedding Bands
Ladies Fashion Rings

880044--669944--66777755
J. Mark West, Owner, Master HVAC Technician             

Licensed & Insuredpremierhvac@outlook.com                                                      24-Hour Service

Heating - Cooling - Water Heaters

Sales - Service all Brands - Installation

Alvin “Jay” McGlohn, AIAO
Vice President

6571 Main Street • P.O. Box 1550 • Gloucester, VA 23061

757-320-5099 • 804-693-3502
Fax 804-694-0300 • Cell 804-815-4475

amcglohnjr@towneinsurance.com

THANK YOU
FIRST RESPONDERS

Adams Flooring LLC
The Name You Can Stand On

adamshardwoodflooring@gmail.com

Gloucester, VA

757-880-2871

WE SUPPORTWE SUPPORT

OUR FIRST RESPONDERSOUR FIRST RESPONDERS

Whirlpool
Home

Appliances
Plumbing
Heating
Air Conditioning

Phone 804-693-2102 • Fax 804-694-8044 • danscot03@gmail.com

Hodges & Bryant 
of Gloucester, Inc.

WWee  ggiivvee  uunneennddiinngg  ggrraattiittuuddee  
ttoo  oouurr  FFiirrsstt  RReessppoonnddeerrss..
WWhhaatt  HHeerrooeess  TThheeyy  AArree!!

CCOOUUPPOONN

$$2200  OOFFFF
SSeeaassoonnaall  SSeerrvviiccee
FFoorr  FFiirrsstt  RReessppoonnddeerrss

OOnnllyy
EExxppiirreess  AAuugg..  3300,,  22001188

AA  ““TThhaannkk  YYoouu””  ttoo  aallll  FFiirrsstt  RReessppoonnddeerrss
••  SSppeecciiaall  OOccccaassiioonn  MMoonnooggrraammss

((BBrriiddaall  ppaarrttyy  ggiiffttss,,  eettcc..))

••  CCuussttoomm  EEmmbbrrooiiddeerreedd  AAppppaarreell  &&  
SSccrreeeenn  PPrriinnttiinngg

880044--669944--44774477      ••    ddeemmbbrrooiiddeerryy@@oouuttllooookk..ccoomm

FILE PHOTOS

Twenty years
The 20th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks is Saturday. Twenty years ago, the people of Gloucester and Mathews came together to do anything they could to help 
ease the burden of that devastating day. A dive back into the Gazette-Journal’s files show the patriotic and resilient spirit of the community. Pictured clockwise from 
top left: Nicholas Mann, age 3 at the time, waves an American flag while watching the “Sea of Flags” ceremony at old Lee-Jackson’s Primary School on Sept. 18, 2001, 
one week after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks; About 50 people took part in a candlelight memorial service at Gwynn’s Island Park, marking the one-month anniversary 
of the terrorist attacks at the Pentagon and World Trade Center. Above, the group sings “God Bless America.” Remarks by the Rev. David McKnight of Gwynn’s Island 
Church of the Nazarene, and the Rev. David Patton of Gwynn’s Island Baptist Church. Prayers and other patriotic songs made up the brief service; Only three days after 
the Sept. 11 attacks, T.C. Walker Elementary School students held a patriotic rally, bearing American flags, both small and large, they made themselves. The students 
stood by the road, receiving a number of honks and cheers from the drivers who passed by; Gloucester County employees and others who worked in and around the 
court circle took part in a brief service at noon to reflect on the events of Sept. 11 a couple weeks after the attacks. Approximately 50 people sang “America the Beautiful” 
and “Amazing Grace,” ending the service holding hands to form a prayer circle. Animal control officer Carl T. Shipley and Barbara Coulson of the Gloucester Circuit Court 
office organized the observance.

3105 George Washington Memorial Highway
Hayes, VA 23072

804-642-9044 • sales@aircareinc.biz

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR SERVICE
FIRST RESPONDERS
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CASH PAID for your
junk vehicle! FREE REMOVAL!

Handles All Your Towing Service 24-Hours a Day

10% DISCOUNT
TO FIRST RESPONDERS

Expires 7/31/18

S Jean Pierce
Associate Broker

GRI, ABR, SFR
6558 Main St., Suite 2
Gloucester, VA 23061

Cell: 757-291-3402
Office: 804-693-0728

jeanpiercehomes@gmail.com
jeanpiercehomes.comEach Office is independent owned and operated  

 
  

   
  

 
 

     

Thanks to
 

all the 
First 

Responder
s

In Honor 
and as Thanks 

for all our First Responders
There will be a service at 6 pm on Sat., Sept. 11

with parking across the street behind the
old court house building 2. 

If  people wish to come early they can 
help set up and light the candles. 

We are planning on ringing the bell at the
Columbarium at some point as part 

of  our celebration.

Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church
6470 Main Street, Gloucester, Virgnia

Sales • Service • Installation

14721 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy.
Saluda, VA

Wayne & Ryan VanHoudt
Owners

804-758-3333

Repairs • Relining Cleaning 
Dryer Vents

804-693-2859
www.oldetownsweet.com  
zsooty1@verizon.net

TTHHAANNKK  YYOOUU!!  WWEE  AAPPPPRREECCIIAATTEE  YYOOUU!!

Thank You
To Our Heros
Stay Safe

trailer world 2_trailer world.qxd  8/23/2021  10:20 AM  Page 1

Gloucester firefighters reflect on their years of service

SHERRY HAMILTON / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Bruce Soles, J.D. Clements, and Lewis Horsley, from left, are some of the longest-serving members of Gloucester Volunteer 
Fire and Rescue Squad. They’ve shared a multitude of experiences over the years.

BY SHERRY HAMILTON

It’s tough to get firefighters 
to talk about themselves. Ev-
ery member of a department 
knows the critical role that 
teamwork plays on a fire or 
accident scene, and no one 
wants to take personal credit 
for what was ultimately a 
group effort. Instead, they 
talk about the truck, the 
equipment … anything except 
themselves. 

When three of Gloucester 
Volunteer Fire and Rescue 
Squad’s longest serving mem-
bers got together recently—
Lewis Horsley, Bruce Soles, 
and J.D. Clements—they re-
called some highlights of their 
years serving as volunteer 
firefighters.

Lewis Horsley
Lewis Horsley, a member 

for 54 years, was 18 years old 
when he officially joined the 
department in 1967, but he 
started putting in time long 
before that. When Glouces-
ter’s Fire Station 1 first opened 
in 1951, anyone who wanted 
to be a firefighter had to live 
within hearing distance of the 
siren. Horsley’s family lived 
on Foster Road, just a mile 
away, so his dad qualified.

Horsley was just 2 1/2 years 
old when he went to his first 
fire—at the old ice plant in the 
spring of 1951. It was the first 
Tuesday of the month and 
Horsley’s mother had a circle 

meeting, so he and his dad 
were at home. His dad was 
popping some popcorn when 
the siren went off, and he said, 
“We gotta go.” He shut off the 
popcorn and off they went.

“We went around Hinkle’s 
curve and saw the fire truck 
go down T.C. Walker Road,” 
said Horsley. “Just before we 
got to the ice plant, we could 

see the fire glowing in the 
sky.”

Horsley’s dad stopped on 
a hill and told him to stay in 
the car, then vanished in the 
direction of the fire. Horsley 
said he remembers watching 
as the glow in the sky got dim-
mer and dimmer, and finally 
the sky went dark.

By the time he was 10 years 
old, Horsley had been on a lot 
of fires, and his dad started 
letting him get out and walk 
the fire lines and check for 
flare-ups. It was his responsi-
bility to tell somebody when 
he found one so they could 
put it out.

Horsley was allowed to op-
erate a pumper for the first 
time at the age of 16, when 
the Booker furniture store 
on Main Street caught fire in 
1964. One truck was parked 
at the hydrant in front of the 
Coca-Cola plant, and it was 
Horsley’s job to stand by that 
truck and keep the pressure 
at 160 psi to keep the water 
going up the hill to the truck 
that was feeding the hose 
lines fighting the fire.

“The fire got so hot it sponta-
neously combusted a couch,” 
said Horsley. “It blew the glass 
out of the window and shot 
across the road and broke the 
window in the hardware store 
across the street.”

Horsley recalled the first 
time the department saved a 
fire victim with an air pack. 
It was 1968, and Norton 
Foods in Urbanna caught fire. 
Gloucester had been given its 
first air pack—a surplus Scott 
pack from Fort Eustis, rather 
than the old WWII charcoal 
filter canister masks the vol-
unteers had been using—and 
Bill Schultz, a state trooper 
who volunteered with the de-
partment, put it on and went 
in the building. 

“He stumbled on some-

thing,” said Horsley. “It was 
a person, and he got him out, 
gave him oxygen, and revived 
him.”

J.D. Clements
J.D. Clements’ father was a 

firefighter, too. He said he was 
with his dad once when there 
was a fire at Millers Landing. 
He recalled the fire jump-
ing across Davenport Road, 
hitting a pile of brush, and 
shooting 50 feet in the air. The 
fire was so intense that every-
body age 14 and over was re-
cruited to help fight it or walk 
the fire line to put out hot 
spots. Three houses burned 
in that fire, he said.

 Clements himself didn’t 
join the department until 
1988, and he recalled the first 
call he went on as an official 
member—at Lee’s Neck in 
the upper part of Gloucester, 
where a big barn caught on 
fire in the middle of the night. 
He recalled the glow in the sky 
as the truck was going up the 
road, and the confusion on 
the scene, with hogs running 
around, severely burned. A 
brooder pen with a heat lamp 
had caught the straw on fire, 
wreaking havoc.

Bruce Soles
For Bruce Soles, the first 

call was “probably a traffic ac-
cident,” since “there were five 
or six traffic accidents to one 
fire call.”

But one fire stands out 
clearly to Soles—the one on 
Starvation Road in 2008 that 
burned 1,000 acres. Soles 
said there was lots of mutual 
aid available for the fire, but 
it jumped Adams Creek and 
burned a garage, a house, a 
trailer, and a bunch of out-
buildings. He said they didn’t 
put a stop to the fire until it 
reached Purtan Bay.

“The wind was driving it,” 
he said. “I saw the bulldozer 
come plowing through, try-
ing to cut a line. There were 
eight houses and seven fire 
trucks, and the only house 
that burned didn’t have a fire 
truck.”

Fortunately, said Soles, that 
one house was empty, but still 
“to watch the fire walk right 
up and consume it left a sick 
feeling.”

Horsley and Clements were 
on that call, as well. Horsley 
said he was trying to keep an 
eye on everybody during the 
fire because, “if you got in 
front of the fire, it would burn 
you up. It was so hard and 
fast, it would jump in front 
of you.” Clements said the 
state police flew a helicopter 
over the site after the fire was 
knocked down to see what 
was left burning.

Severnby fire
All three men were on the 

call when the historic Severn 
River home Severnby burned 
in 2002. The incident was an 
example of the value of mu-
tual aid, as fire departments 
from all over the region re-
sponded to assist. With so 
much help, some crews were 
able to fight the roaring fire 
that was ravaging the building 
as others entered the home 
to save a number of precious 
antiques, some of which had 
belonged to founding father 
Thomas Nelson.

“It’s not often you get a fire 
of that magnitude and are able 
to save so much stuff that was 
so valuable,” said Clements.

Tanker fire
Horsley remembered a 

tanker fire that occurred back 
when road crews were turning 
Route 17 into a four-lane road. 

The tanker was filled with die-
sel fuel, he said, and a small 
truck was taking fuel from the 
larger truck to keep the work-
ing trucks filled. At one point 
during the process, the fuel 
ignited.

“People told us we couldn’t 
put it out,” said Horsley. 

“They might just as well told 
us the sky won’t blue.”

Horsley remembered a tech-
nique his dad had used, in 
which he would put oil in a 
pond, set it on fire, and prac-
tice putting it out. 

GVFRS’s Station 1 on Main Street in Gloucester has expanded and changed over 
the years, but the original two-bay structure, built in 1946, still looks the same.

SEE YEARS OF SERVICE, PAGE 9C

3957 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy.
Hayes, VA 23072
804-642-5075

Fax 804-642-5291

5627 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy.
Yorktown, VA 23692
757-875-5322

Fax 757-875-0034

team@action-insurance.net
www.action-insurance.net
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Peninsu(a 

Pet Cremations 7415 River Road Newport News, VA 23607 (757) 245-1525
ww,v.peninsulapetcremations.com 

Peninsula Pet Cremations offers 
sensitive pet loss services. 
Our professional staff offers compassionate care and assistance 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

All private pet cremations include a carved wooden urn, certificate of cremation and wildflower memento. 
We also offer online obituary placement , personalized urns, and other memorial items for your beloved pet. 

And because we are owned and operated by the Altmeyer family, you can trust that you and your family will receive the dignity you deserve. 

   
 

   
 

   
 

   

804-725-7108 | 804-695-0456
noblepestcontrol@gmail.com

www.noble

For All Your Pest Control Needs!
804-725-7108 | 804-695-0456

noblepestcontrol@gmail.com

epestcontrol.net

For All Your Pest Control Needs!
804-725-7108 | 804-695-0456

For All Your Pest Control Needs!

WWee  SSaalluuttee  AAllll  OOuurr  FFiirrsstt  RReessppoonnddeerrss!!  TThhaannkk  YYoouu!!

2674A George Wash. Mem. Hwy.
Hayes, VA 23072-3464

Nan & Ken Evans
804-642-2266

Thank you to our local Gloucester & Mathews
Volunteer Fire & Rescue Squads. 

Proud to help protect what matters most.

Build Your
Extreme Dream Home

Suzanne Cook

SouthernStarters@cox.net
www.southernstarters.com

W I T H

Let us Build 
you a Modular 

or 
Custom Stick 
Frame Home! 

Village Landscape LLC
757-234-9337

villagelandscapellc@usa.com
Mon.-Fri. 9-6 • Sat. 9-4

www.villagelandscapellc.com

800 Diligence Drive, Newport News, VA 23606

D 804.370.5610 | O 757.935.9010 | F 757.390.3547
cperreault@roseandwomble.com

cherylperreault.roseandwomble.com

REALTOR® 
Licensed in VA

Keeping the 
American Dream 
alive… one homeowner 

at a time.
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TIMOTHY MOORE  fsi_tim@yahoo.com
804-695-4802 cell

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1996

693-6722 • Corner of Enfield & Main in Gloucester 
Tues.-Fri. 10-6 • Sat. 10-3    cornercottageframeshop.com

The Corner Cottage
FFrraammiinngg,,  AArrtt  &&  PPhhoottoo  RReessttoorraattiioonn

$20 off
custom framing 
of 1st Responder 

Memorabilia (thru SSeepptt..)

....badges, insignia, 
buckles, photos, letters, 

certificates ettcc.

Corner Cottage Frame Shop_Corner Cottage Frame Shop.qxd  5/10/2018  7:03 AM  Page 1

7286 John Clayton Mem. Hwy,
Gloucester Court House

Call 824-5561 or 
Message Our Facebook Page

@JWsCarWash

Check out our New
Equipment in our
Self-Serve Bays
Including Hog Hair Brushes

20% OFF
detailing 

with this ad for
First Responders
and their immediate family

• Mercury Motor Sales,
Repairs, Service
• We Service Most Brands
• Electronics Sales & Installation
• Boat Trailer Sales & Repairs
• Boat, Motor & Trailer Parts

5331 Buckley Hall Rd, Cobbs Creek 23035 
804-695-4770 

Thank You
to our First Responders,

Military, and Frontline Health
Care Workers

YEARS OF SERVICE: Gloucester firefighters reflect on the early years 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8C)

“I learned from him how to 
keep pushing it until it was 
out,” he said. “That’s what we 
did, and we put it out.”

Rescue squad
Up until 1968, funeral homes 

were in charge of transport-
ing sick or injured patients to 
the hospital, but the Virginia 
Ambulance Law was passed 
that year, setting standards 
for all ambulance services. 
It established the Bureau of 
Emergency Medical Services, 
and rescue squads were sud-
denly incorporating all across 
Virginia.

Gloucester was the only fire 
department in the state to 
make the crucial decision to 
incorporate a rescue squad 
with the department from the 
very beginning, said Clem-
ents. He credited this decision 
with the fact that Gloucester 
is the only department left 
in Virginia that’s fully under 
volunteer control, with volun-
teers in charge of calls during 
all shifts except the day shift, 
when there are paid person-
nel.

The men emphasized the 
amount of training and exper-
tise it takes to become an EMT 
and to maintain certification, 
but they didn’t have much to 
say about rescue calls. HIPAA 
laws prohibit divulging any 
personal information, but be-
yond that, the calls that are 
memorable are often tragic, 

as well.
“The worst things are the 

auto accidents where people 

lost their lives,” he said.
Equipment and training

Soles said he would put 
Gloucester Volunteer Fire 
and Rescue Squad’s training, 
equipment and tactical attack 
capabilities up against any de-
partment in the country. The 
department can work three 
major fires or accidents at one 
time with the equipment it 
has, he said, adding, “We have 
tried to continue to modern-
ize our fleet and equipment 
and keep up with our train-
ing.”

Clements agreed, saying, 
“We’ve got the capability to 
fight a fire from any of our 
three stations if we have the 
people.”

But all that capabil-
ity comes at a cost. In 1988,  
GVFRS’s total budget request 
of the county was $300,000, 
said Clements. This year, it’s 
over $2 million.

“It’s a lot of money,” he said, 
“but what we do is very ex-
pensive.”

While a brand-new GMC fire 
truck cost $47,000 in 1968, 

said Horsley, a new pumper 
these days is $750,000, and 
the department needs to re-
place two. A new ladder truck 
would cost over $1.2 million. 
The one the department has 
was $400,000 in 1997. Then 
there’s equipment, such as 
gas detectors, infrared cam-
eras for finding hot spots in 
a wall, air packs and turnout 
gear that are so advanced 
the firefighter doesn’t feel the 
heat at all.

The number of rescue calls 
has increased tremendously 
over the years, said Horsley, 
partly because of the popula-
tion increase and partly be-
cause of the increase in the 
number of medical and assist-
ed living facilities that are now 
located in the county. “It’s 
nothing for us to run 18 calls 
in a day,” he said. And with 
an increase in calls comes 
an increase in the equipment 
needed.

A refurbished ambulance 
costs $208,000, said Clements, 
and the department tries to be 
proactive with medical equip-
ment. New stretchers don’t re-
quire any lifting—there’s a de-
vice that does that—but the 
maintenance alone is $1,200 a 
year. With a population that’s 
growing heavier, the depart-
ment has purchased lift bags 
that will pick very large peo-
ple up off the floor and put 
them in a seat.

“It’s truly incredible the 
level of care we’re able to 
give people today,” Clements 
said. “We see on a routine 
basis things people do in the 
field that in 1968 you wouldn’t 
have dreamed of.”

The department also has an 
18-foot Carolina Skiff for water 
rescues. Because the number 
of such calls has increased, 
said Clements, more boats are 
needed.

With new standards coming 
out regularly, said Horsley, the 
company has to plan ahead to 
keep up. That’s one reason 
the department decided to 
erect a new 25,000-square-
foot Station 1 on Main Street.

Most of the standards in-
volve safety for personnel, he 
said, and that is becoming in-
creasingly difficult in the cur-
rent firehouse at the corner 
of Main Street and Walker Av-
enue. The close quarters, lack 
of space for modern equip-
ment and inadequate ventila-
tion all present health threats.

“We don’t want someone 
to get sick or hurt and go 
to court and the judge asks 
whether we’re familiar with 
the standards, and why we 
didn’t follow them,” said Cle-
ments. “Some of the things 
we’re doing now weren’t re-
quired years ago, and we’re 
trying to stay on top of the 
curve.” 

The first fire truck GVFRS owned was purchased from Gloucester Auto Sales in 1946 at a cost of around $5,000.

SUBSCRIBE to the
GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS

Gazette-Journal

RIGHT MEOW!!
804-693-3101
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121 Lover’s Lane, Mathews • 804-815-2784

• Windows & Doors    • Mirrors  
• Insulated & Tempered Glass 
• Shower Doors & Bath Enclosures 
• Storefront Windows and Doors
• 24-Hour Commercial Emergency Board-Up Service

Call Us Today for a FREE Estimate!

Mark’s Glass

To All the First Responders who selflessly
give of themselves day after day

THANK YOU!

mark's glass_S0902A140010.QXD  9/1/2021  12:20 PM  Page 1

TTHHAANNKK  YYOOUU
FFIIRRSSTT

RREESSPPOONNDDEERRSS

Mathews Insurance Agency, Inc.

“It’s a bad policy not to
have a good one.”

mia07@verizon.net

Box 7 Mathews, Va. Phone: 725-2113

Can It, Sort It,Stack It....
RECYCLE IT!

SStteepp  11 ~ Gather your yard art...umm, rusty   
metals

SStteepp  22 ~ Take to Middlesex Metals
SStteepp  33 ~ Receive CASH J

YYoouurr  ffaammiillyy  wwiillll  bbee  hhaappppyy  aanndd  ssoo  wwiillll  yyoouurr  bbaannkk  aaccccoouunntt!!

2095 Old Virginia Street 
Urbanna

804-758-2916
Tuesday-Saturday  - 8 am - 4 pm

State Licensed for VehiclesFamily Owned and Operated over 30 years.

DUMP THE JUNK
NEED CASH? 

• Copper
• Brass
• Aluminum Appliances

• Steel
• Tin

TThhaannkkss  ttoo  AAllll  FFiirrsstt
RReessppoonnddeerrss  aanndd  AAllll

MMiilliittaarryy

Thanks to all the 
First Responders for

all you do!

White Marsh 
Shopping Center
4834 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., White Marsh

Remembering some of Mathews Volunteer Fire 
Department’s longest-serving members

BY SHERRY HAMILTON

Longevity is hard to achieve 
in the fire service. The work, 
whether done by a volunteer 
or paid professional, is hard 
on the body—harder still on 
the mind and spirit.

A good number of volun-
teers might make it to 20 
years, but not many make it to 
30 or 40 or 50 years. The late 
Roland Wilson, who was an ac-
tive volunteer with Mathews 
Volunteer Fire Department, 
was one of those who lasted.

According to Kenny Gar-
rett, vice president of MVFD, 
Wilson was the first volun-
teer with the department to 
achieve 60 years of service, 
and he continued serving until 
his death three years later, on 
Oct. 12, 2016. During his time 
with the department, Wilson 
was the Fire Chief twice and 
served was Station 1 Captain 
for many years.

Wilson lived and breathed 
the fire department, serving 
as a paid firefighter for the 
federal government until he 
retired.

“Roland was the first one in 
a house that was on fire, even 
up into his 60s,” said Garrett. 
“He wasn’t scared of fire at 
all.”

Even before firefighters had 

air packs to protect them 
from the toxic fumes, Wilson, 
like everyone in those days, 
would go inside a house to 
put down the flames, said Gar-
rett.

“He’d go in, hit it, come out 
and get a breath of fresh air, 
and go back in,” he said. “We 
saw him as a hero.”

Another man Garrett saw as 
a hero was his own father, the 
late Calvin Garrett, who was 
the only firefighter Mathews 
ever had who died while on 
duty. Garrett had responded 
to a vehicle accident on the 
North End Bridge on Jan. 17, 
1984, but when he found there 
were no injuries, he waved 
off the ambulance, which was 
crewed by his niece and great-
nephew, Betty Jane and Jackie 
Miller. Moments afterward, 
said Kenny Garrett, Sheriff 
Hugh Jordan got on the ra-
dio and told the ambulance 
to come back. Calvin Garrett 
had suffered a massive heart 
attack.

Calvin Garrett had served 
as Chief of Bohannon Station 
2, and the community re-
sponded to his loss. In letters 
to the G-J editor, Mary Haislip 
of Mobjack described him as 
“a man who loved his family, 
his church and his commu-
nity (and) loved good clean 

Roland Wilson was the first member of the Mathews Volunteer Fire Department to 
serve on active duty for 60 years. A respected leader in the department, he ended 
up serving 63 years before he passed away in 2016.

Calvin Garrett was the only member of Mathews Volunteer Fire Department to die 
while on duty. He had a heart attack and died at the scene of an overturned vehicle 
in 1984.

SEE LONGEST MEMBERS, PAGE 11C

fun and practical jokes,” while 
the Miller family of Saudi Ara-
bia praised his unselfishness, 
compassion, generosity, and 
character. “Friend or stranger, 
black or white, if Calvin knew 
of man, woman, or child in 
trouble, he was there to help 
and to comfort,” said the Mill-
ers.

There are also people still 
with the fire department who 
have served for many years, 
said Garrett. Jimmy Stewart 
is still a member after having 
served over 60 years, while 
Jimmy Hudgins and Sammy 
Dutton have both served over 
50 years. Garrett himself has 
served with the department 
for over 45 years.

Memorable fire
Garrett said the “luckiest 

fire we ever had” was the one 
that burned down Mathews 
Motor Company, a Ford deal-
ership which was located on 
Main Street at the site of the 
present Trend Masters Salon. 
Garrett was 15 years old at 
the time, and his dad let him 
trail along on that cold day in 
1968. He said the building was 
filled with cars, and heat had 
cracked the windows of the 
Faulkner building across the 
street.

“If they had fought the fire 
the way they were supposed 
to, it would’ve burned the 
whole town down,” said Gar-
rett.

But instead of making a 
rear attack on the fire to keep 
it from moving through the 
building, the fire crew decided 
to attack from the front of the 
building.

“The whole building was on 
fire by the end,” he said, “but 
it saved the whole town.”

History of the department
(from Mathewsvfd.org)

The precursor of the 
Mathews Volunteer Fire De-
partment was the Mathews 
Fire Protection Association, 
which was formed after sever-
al disastrous fires in the court 

house area. The first piece 
of equipment was a hand-
drawn, two-wheeled cart 
with two small soda and acid 
tanks and a small hose. The 
association charged a fee for 
calls made outside the court 
house. In 1937, a one-bay fire-
house was built at the corner 
of Church Street and Brickbat 
Road, where the present-day 
firehouse now stands. A soda 
and acid truck, a 1929 Chevro-
let, was purchased to replace 
the cart.

Mathews Volunteer Fire 
Department was formed in 
1946 by civic-minded people 
who continued to use the 
firehouse and the 1929 Chev-
rolet. In 1948, the department 
purchased an up-to-date fire 
truck to furnish fire protec-
tion to the whole county.

A second fire station was 
built in the county in 1949, in 
Bohannon, equipped with the 
1929 Chevrolet, and in 1951, a 
1945 Ford replaced the Chev-
rolet. That Ford was special 
because it was equipped by 

Keeping Our Community Safe!

Thank You
From

GROVER’S AUTO REPAIR
COMPLETEAUTOSERVICE

FOREIGN • DOMESTIC
• Electronic Tune-Ups  • Brake Service  • Custom Exhaust Systems • Tires  
• Carburetor Overhauls • Struts & Shocks • Air Conditioning R12 and 134 

•Drums & Rotors Turned • Wheel Alignment • Transmission Engine Overhaul

24 HOUR WRECKER SERVICE • STATE INSPECTION

SHOP 804-725-7129 • Mathews

Click on our

Research

Your Family

Tree

www.gazettejournal.net
The database lists obituaries which appeared in the

Gazette-Journal and
earlier local newspapers from 1905

to the present. Copies or
transcriptions of these obituaries

are available for $5.00

Gloucester-Mathews
GAZETTE-JOURNAL

804-693-3101
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CDII Inc. t/a

Jordan
Marine

Julie Ann Seafood Company
and

Waterfront Development Corporation

880044--664422--44336600  
7775 Tillage Estate Lane, Gloucester Pt.

Owners: Charles Duke II           www.waterfrontjordan.com
& Julie Hedrick

Thanks for making our community a safe place to live!

HOMES, WATERFRONT, COMMERCIAL RENTALS, FARMS
GLOUCESTER, VIRGINIA 23061 • www.Hoggerealestate.com

OFFICE: 804-693-5410 • 804-693-2161  

Hogge Real Estate, Inc.

10744 Buckley Hall Rd., Mathews VA 23109 • 804-725-3424

OOppeenn  eevveerryy  ddaayy  MMoonnddaayy--SSuunnddaayy  ffrroomm  99  aamm--33  ppmm
We're doing deliveries in Mathews Court House, offering curbside, 

and offering front porch pick-up from open to close.
We still have all of our treats, drinks, + paninis!

RRtt..  3333,,  DDeellttaavviillllee  ••  880044--777766--66113311

Smiles are contagious
A smile increases your face value.

Smiles are best when they are shared.

First Responders
Thank you for your smiling faces!

C. BEN LENNON, D.D.S.
MATHEWS DENTISTRY • 804-725-9485

DELTAVILLE DENTISTRY • 804-776-9484
MATHEWS & DELTAVILLE OFFICES

LONGEST MEMBERS
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10C)

department member Willie 
Brewer and some other men. 
They installed a pump, tank, 
hose reels, and ladder racks, 
and built a body for the truck. 
It served at that station and 
others for many years.

“In those days,” said Gar-
rett, “they’d sometimes have 
to take money out of their 
own pockets to put gas in the 
trucks.”

Over time, other firehouses 
were built, each equipped 
with an older truck from an 
existing station, which would 
get a new truck. Station 3 was 
established on Gwynn’s Island 
in 1956, thanks to the efforts 
of the Mathews Volunteer Fire 
Department Auxiliary, and 
that was followed by the en-
largement of Station 1 in 1957. 
Cobbs Creek got its own Sta-
tion 4 in 1964, and Station 5 
was built at New Point in 1985.

In 1975, Station 1 was re-
placed with the current two-
story, four-bay building at 
the same site, and in 2002, 
Gwynn’s Island got a new sta-
tion, at the site of the former 
Civic League building on Fer-
ry Road. 

In 2014, it was Cobbs Creek’s 
turn to get a new station, this 
one on Route 198, across from 
the industrial park, and Bo-
hannon got a new station in 

2018, not far from the original 
station on East River Road.

Garrett said when he joined 
the department in 1972, the 
most water any truck could 
carry was 800 gallons. Over 
time, the department has 
modernized and kept up with 
the times, and now each fire 
truck has a 1,000 gallon tank 
and a 1,250 gpm pump. The 
tanker holds 3,000 gallons.

“The trucks now are so 
much better, so much more 
well-equipped, and they’re all 
the same,” said Garrett.

Officers
Current MVFD officers are 

Donnie Lewis, president; 
Kenny Garrett, vice president; 
Steve Rife, secretary; and Lisa 
Deaton and Sara Lowe, trea-
surer. 

Ronnie Lewis is the Fire 
Chief, and Steve Ray is the As-
sistant Fire Chief.

Station Officers are: Station 1–Capt. 
Ricky Tomlinson, 1st Lt. Ben Haywood 
Jr., 2nd Lt. Steve Tomlinson, and Train-
ing Todd Wilson; Station 2–Capt. Lee 
Smith, Lt. Donne Owens, and Training 
Karen Townsend; Station 3–Capt. John 
Bassett, Lt. Neal Hudgins, and Training 
Scott Bergman; Station 4–Capt. Danny 
Howlett, Lt. Jason Rowe, and Training 
Kyle Mountford; and Station 5–Capt. 
William Walker Jr., Lt. Malcolm Conway, 
Training Trey Haywood, and Training 
Capt 1 Jake Callis.

Garrett said that some other people 
who served the fire department faith-
fully over the years were Tommy and 
Ray Hunley at Mathews Station 1; Jack 
Clements, Bobby Smith, and Gerald 
Jones at Bohannon Station 2; Ed Jar-
vis, Vernon Moody, and Logan Gay at 
Gwynn’s Island Station 3; Robert Minter 
Lewis, Coles Diggs, and Vernon Thomp-
son at Cobbs Creek Station 4, and 
Waverly Powell Hudgins and Robert 
Freeman Owens at New Point Station 5.

DIXIE KNOLL FARM
Gathered-Fresh Grade A Eggs

From Cage Free/Free Roaming Hens
A Family Tradition Since 1925

W.P. Sadler & Family
Sales on Farm - $3 dozen
38 Green Point Lane
Dutton, VA 23050

804-725-3994 Farm      804-384-2474 Cell
804-725-2024 home

Thank You ToAll Our First Responders!

The precursor of today’s four-bay Mathews Volunteer Fire Department Station 1, 
located at the corner of Church Street and Brickbat Road, was this one-bay station 
built on the same site in 1937 by the Mathews Fire Protection Association. The as-
sociation used this 1929 soda-and-acid Chevrolet truck until 1948.

Check out our Online Auctions on
Facebook, Roanes Antiques Estate Sales

We are available by appointment
Wed., Thurs., & Fri. 10-5 • Sat. 9-4

804-725-3215 • 291 Main Street, Mathews

THANK YOU 
to all the First Responders 

you are our Heroes!

In With The New &
Out With the Old

Advertise in the
Classifieds

$9 for 25 words or
less the first week

$6 for each
consecutive week
the ad runs.

GGlloouucceesstteerr--MMaatthheewwss

GGAAZZEETTTTEE--JJOOUURRNNAALL
wwwwww..ggaazzeetttteejjoouurrnnaall..nneett

Gloucester                          Mathews         
804-693-3101               804-725-2191 

Want to Sell?

www.gazettejournal.net

The
Gloucester-Mathews

GAZETTE-JOURNAL
is online, so it’s easier than

ever to stay informed.

CLICK
ON
US.
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THANK YOU FOR MAKING OUR 
COMMUNITY A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE!

AUTO MAX
OOFF  GGLLOOUUCCEESSTTEERR

AAtt  SSeeaawweellll’’ss  OOrrddiinnaarryy
804-695-0660 www.automaxofgloucester.com

We Are So Thankful 
For Our First Responders!

7012 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Gloucester, VA 23061                 
across from Hardee’s

•  Financing Available  • Free Estimates
Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m • Saturdays 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

804-693-2372

804-693-2544
Turn at stoplight at Ark (Fary’s Mill Rd.)
OPEN: MON.-FRI., HALF DAY SATURDAYS

No words seem adequate to express 
our admiration and gratitude for 
the brave men & women who run 

towards danger to selflessly save others.

Thank You

Faulkner Funeral Homes 
& Cremation Services

“Celebrate Every Life”

Foster-Faulkner Chapel
Mathews, VA
804-725-2141

Bristow-Faulkner Chapel        Marks-Bristow Chapel
Saluda, VA                          Tappahannock, VA

804-758-2315                           804-443-2210

To All Of Our Local Heroes
Police, Fire, Rescue and Military 

Personnel –

Thank You So Much For Your Service!  

We Appreciate You!

5195 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy.,
Gloucester, VA 

804-824-9904

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5C)
ed help, so he got on the radio 
and was able to communicate 
with a U.S. Army helicopter, 
vectoring his precise location.

“As soon as we took off, the 
Army helicopter came in and 
took the people we couldn’t,” 
he said. “I had never worked 
with them before, don’t know 
who they are, but we were 
able to communicate seam-

HAITI RELIEF: Coast Guard part of mission to help following disaster

GLOUCESTER -MATHEWS

See us on
Facebook

Diversified Financial Group LLC
4527 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy.,

P.O. Box 420
White Marsh, VA 23183

804-642-7448
Fax: 804-642-6085

keith@dfg.hrcoxmail.com

Keith W. Nelson 
LUTCF

Authorized Independent Agent for
Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield

License #562929
Thank You First Responders!

Lt. Garrett Hendrickson with his rescue 
helicopter after landing in Haiti for his 
mission to support victims of the earth-
quake.

Hundreds of Haitians would show up when rescue personnel landed in Lt. Garrett Hendrickson’s helicopter, some hoping to get help for their loved ones, others just 
to see a helicopter up close for the first time.

lessly to help those people 
out.”

At the time of the initial in-
terview for this article, Hen-
drickson had been in Haiti six 
days and he and his team had 
flown five rescue missions, 
saved 13 lives, and trans-
ported 10 families. They had 
also dropped four medics off 
in remote villages and had 
delivered 1,000 pounds of re-

lief supplies. Additionally, his 
crew had overseen three com-
plex maintenance evolutions, 
he said, since the helicopters 
need continual maintenance 
when flying hard in dusty lo-
cations.

“We want to make sure 
they’re in pristine condition 
for the safety of the crews and 
the people we’re picking up,” 
he said.

In the first 12 days of the 
Coast Guard’s mission in Hai-
ti, it had performed over 190 
rescue and logistics missions, 
saved over 400 lives, and de-
livered over 14,000 pounds of 
critical relief supplies to the 
areas hardest hit by the earth-
quake, said Hendrickson.

“It’s been a rough two 
months for Haiti, between 
their president’s assassina-
tion, Tropical Storm Grace, 
and the earthquake,” he said. 
“It was nice to be able to help, 
and little things are impor-

tant, so we always gave the 
children a little bit of candy, 
gave the adults some Gato-
rade. Just something to let 
them know we’re all friends.”

What’s next?
The Haiti mission was fi-

nalized the weekend of Aug. 
18, said Hendrickson, and 
he went on to complete the 
OPBAT mission he was first  
assigned to. Afterward, he 
was slated to return to Clear-
water and pick up where he 
left off.

Hendrickson said he in-
tends to remain in the Coast 
Guard “as long as it continues 
to be fun,” and as long as his 
wife, Isabel, a physician, “will 
let me.”

“I’m smart enough to know 
if I have to choose between 
my job and my wife, who’s a 
doctor, I’ll go with the doc-
tor,” he said with a laugh. “But 
I want to stay in. It’s a lot of 
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BALLARD & SERIO
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

3 TAX RETURN PREPARATIONS
Corporate        Individual        Non-Profits

3 ESTATE PLANNING

3 BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL CONSULTANTS

3 ACCOUNTING SERVICES
Financial Statements             Payroll

3 COMPUTERIZED ACCOUNTING SERVICES
Sage (Peachtree) etc. and QuickBooks Consulting

Let Us Help You Meet Your Financial Goals In These Challenging Times

Reasonable Rates -- Readily Accessible

6388 Fleming Rilee Lane
(off Route 17)
PO Box 220, Gloucester

(electronic filing available)

804-693-4711

THANKYOU!

Jim Miller Construction, Inc.
Family owned since 1976

Serving the Peninsula, Middle Peninsula and Northern Neck
Class A License and Insured

Member of Better Business Bureau and Gloucester County Chamber of Commerce

15457 George Wash. Mem. Highway, Glenns, Va.
James L. Miller Jr. Phone: 804-758-4315

President Fax: 804-758-4316

The Gwynn’s Island 
Museum and Civic League 
We on Gwynn’s Island Give Thanks to
Our Dedicated First Responders for
Their Knowledge, Bravery and Skills

Saving Lives.

Route 633, Gwynn’s Island                   804-725-5022

6907 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Gloucester, VA 
VA DLR • 1-800-693-2828 • 804-693-2828 

www.billhudginsauto.com • E-mail: sale@billhudginsauto.com

Since 1971

Give us a try before you buy!

THANK Y
OU!

FREE State Inspection 
to First Responders

Expires December 31, 2021

FFAAMMIILLYY  DDEENNTTIISSTTRRYY
JJ..AA..  LLoommbbaarrdd  JJrr..,,  DD..DD..SS..

NN..MM..  VVooggtt,,  DD..DD..SS..
PP..MM..  FFoosstteerr,,  DD..DD..SS..

2630 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Glou. Pt.   
804-642-2120

Tidewater 
Collision & Towing

Automotive Collision Repair 
Boat Collision Repair

RV/Motor Home Collision Repair
Routine Maintenance/Tires

Towing & Roadside Assistance

804-699-3450  •  804-699-3451 Fax
4230 George Washington Memorial Hwy.,

Hayes, VA 23072

tidewatercollision19@yahoo.com
tidewatercollisioncenter.com

Health care heroes need community 
support through vaccinations

SHERRY HAMILTON / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Health care workers are front and center in the battle against COVID-19. Among those serving on the front line every day are, seated from left: supervisor Betty Wyatt, 
cashier team lead Menchu Wells; standing, Emergency Department RN Ashley Walton, radiologic technologist Tarsha Jarvis, CT technologist Carey Boughan, Environ-
mental Services aide Steven Hogue, patient access representative Stacey Sheets, Medical-Surgical RN graduate Aaron Goetz, protection officer Andrea South-Brown, 
Critical Care RN Allison Creasy, and heavy equipment machinist/electrician Matthew McNeely.

BY MELANY SLAUGHTER

The world has been living 
through the COVID-19 pan-
demic for the past year and a 
half, leaving many exhausted 
by its long-lasting effects.

No one knows that better 
than all of the health care 
heroes who work every day 
to keep communities healthy 
and to treat them when they 
are sick, in spite of diminish-
ing community support and 
poor vaccination rates.

Esther Desimini, president 
of Riverside Walter Reed 
Hospital, reflected on the 
outpouring of community 
support that the hospital re-
ceived 18 months ago when 
the pandemic first started. 
This included restaurants 
providing food, Girl Scouts 
giving cookies, and people 
bringing in masks.

“But over time, everybody’s 
now worn out, not just Riv-
erside Walter Reed Hospital 
team members and our prac-
tices and our cancer center,” 
said Desimini.

“We’ve also seen the impact 
of COVID that nobody an-
ticipated in the country or in 
Gloucester right for that mat-
ter 18 months ago,” said Desi-
mini. “Little did we know we 
would have such workforce 
issues.”

“At that time, everybody 
was worried about not be-
ing able to come into work 
and now we have challenges 
recruiting and finding people 
who want to work in all of our 
departments,” said Desimini. 
“Not just one department, but 
all of our departments.”

She also said that others in 
the community, like restau-
rants, are having workforce 

issues as well.
“When that happens it puts 

more on those that are re-
maining working,” said Desi-
mini. “And the acuity of the 
illness has not gone away.”

She said that the pandemic 
has evolved over the past 18 
months.

“It’s not just the clinical 
condition of COVID; it’s also 
workforce issues, it’s supply 
issues,” said Desimini. “We 
have everything we need in 
the hospital but construction 
has been a little bit delayed 
because we can’t get the lum-
ber or the items that we need 
for our new cardiac diagnos-
tic testing center.”

Desimini also said that the 
release of the COVID-19 vac-
cine was not the end of the 
pandemic as it was originally 
expected to be.

“There was so much hope 
with the vaccine,” she said. 
“You could feel it when the 
vaccine was rolled out and we 
were giving it and people were 
so excited to get it because 
we thought that was the end.

“But what has happened 
is, because of the number of 
people who are vaccinated is 
insufficient, we now have a 
variant to that COVID virus,” 
she said. “And that variant is 
much more contagious than 
the original COVID virus. We 
are seeing as many folks, if not 
more, because they didn’t get 
vaccinated. 

“But now you don’t have as 
many nurses responding to 
the call,” said Desimini.

 Health care needs are not 
only related to COVID-19, but 
also to those who did not 
have their other health issues 
addressed when the pandem-
ic first began. Since January, 
the hospital has seen more 
admissions of heart disease, 
vascular disease, COPD exas-
perations, and other health 
care problems.

“That is the bulk of our ad-
missions with the COVID non-
vaccinated patients as well.”

This has been a source of 
stress for all RWRH staff mem-
bers. 

“The staff is frustrated,” 
said Desimini. “They got vac-
cinated. They looked to the 
end of this pandemic. And 
now they’re having to take 
care of people that they know 
who are just as sick and the 
oxygen needs just as high 
with fewer people to assist.”

In addition to treating 
a community that is cur-
rently experiencing a higher  
COVID-19 transmission rate 
with people more unwilling 
to take safety measures, she 
said that people seem to be 
less tolerant of each other 
and more irritable.

“Compound that with a 
community that now doesn’t 
want to wear a mask when 
they’re inside the hospital, 
despite the fact that we know 
it’s safer for our patients, our 
families, our team members—
it’s driven by the CDC,” said 
Desimini. “And you have fami-
ly members and other people, 
patients as well who are com-
ing in for an outpatient test—
yelling at a screener, yelling at 
security, irate and outraged at 
a registration person.

“People are yelling at our 
team members, our nurses, 

our laboratory technicians, 
our phlebotomists, our physi-
cians,” she said.

“We’re all called to care for 
those who are ill and to care 
for those as we would care for 
those we love,” said Desimini. 
“And we’re getting criticized 
and berated. That wears on 
employees. I have seen many 
employees retire in the last 
three months because they 
can no longer do health care.”

Desimini said that all health 
care workers are heroes, no 
matter which position they 
are in. Laboratory techni-
cians, housekeeping person-
nel, dietary staff, the facilities 
team, nurses, clinicians, nurs-
ing assistants, physicians, 
nurse practitioners and oth-
ers are all important to the 
hospital and keeping the com-
munity healthy. 

“These people all are he-
roes,” said Desimini. 

“As their leader, I struggle 
with how I help them be resil-
ient,” said Desimini. “How do I 
remind each and every one of 
them that they are a thread in 
the fabric that provides high-
quality, compassionate care 
for this community?”

The best way the commu-
nity can help local health care 
personnel is to get vaccinat-
ed.

“Getting vaccinated is no 
different than getting vac-
cinated when you’re a small 
child whether it’s for polio 
or mumps or whatever,” said 
Desimini.

Desimini would like the 
community to be more com-
passionate and understand-
ing through this difficult time.

“Please be patient with us,” 
said Desimini. “Please know 
that our hearts are in the right 
place. We want to care for 
you. We wouldn’t be there if 
we didn’t want to care for this 
community. We love this com-
munity. We live in this com-
munity and we want to see it 
continue to thrive.”
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Thank you for 
keeping us safe!
Your Place for 
Delicious Pizza!

Anna’s Italian Pizza
804-693-4171    Main Street Center, Gloucester

Everyday citizens became heroes in an emergency
BY ELSA VERBYLA

As a spreading fire de-
voured much of downtown 
Mathews a century ago, 
hometown heroes worked to 
contain it … a boy in a well, 
ladies wetting blankets.

With no fire department to 
call, the efforts of everyday 
citizens young and old finally 
contained the blaze.

The village fire was one of 
many in 1921 that destroyed 
landmarks and businesses in 
both Gloucester and Mathews 
counties; these were featured 
in the Gazette-Journal in a 
July 22 article. With no or-
ganized firefighting service 
in either county, structures 
could rarely be saved when 
flames erupted.

The Mathews Journal re-
port of the late August 1921 
fire has been clipped from 
our file copy and all we pre-
viously had to describe it are 

articles from the Gloucester 
Gazette and in later weeks of 
the Journal.

But now we have an ac-
count of an eyewitness to this 
historic event.

Mary Ann Marchant Gilman 
of Port Haywood brought a 
sketch and a handwritten 
reminiscence made by her 
aunt Catherine “Kitty” March-
ant Freed. The Marchant 
store stood on the corner of 
Main and Church Streets, and 
the family lived nearby. It was 
saved from the fire that de-
stroyed its neighbors.

According to Gilman, her 
aunt wrote this account in 
2005, just four years before 
her death in 2009 at the age 
of 98. She recalled:

“Fire started behind Jarvis 
& Pugh’s Store. It spread in 
both directions. Behind J. & 
P. Store was an old street car 
full of stuffed birds & animals 
which belonged to Theodore 

Miller. It was destroyed but 
the home was saved. It must 
be the Tompkins Cottage.

“Marchant had sold the ho-
tel property to the Farmers 
and Fishermen’s Bank. They 
had razed the hotel which left 
the vacant lot the night of the 
Village fire. Quentin March-
ant, 15 yr. old at the time, 
spent the night in the Well on 
the Court Green filling buck-
ets to stem the fire. Three 
others sons of G.S. Marchant 
helped save the family busi-
ness by soaking bed comforts 
to place on the eaves of the 
Bldg.

“The fire spread South from 
J.&P.’s to ___ places of busi-
ness to the ___ next to the 
Rectory.”

Adding to Freed’s account 
of the homegrown heroes 
were details in the papers. 
The Gazette wrote that “The 

Downtown Deltaville, VA • 804-776-7160

Prints • Wine Accessories  
•Photo Frames 

•New Deltaville Summer Hats
Originals by JLyn • Gifts

Tues.-Fri. 9-4

PPaatt’’ssGallery & Gifts Ltd
“Custom Framing as it should be since 1987”

Thank You First Responders
for Putting Others First!

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MARY ANN GILMAN

One hundred years ago, the central portion of Mathews Court House lay in ruins after a fire swept almost unchecked through the village.  These photos show the extent of the damage. A boy in a well and ladies applying wet blankets to buildings were 
the main tools of firefighting. In top left photo, Sibley’s General Store, now the Mathews Visitor and Information Center, center left, and the Bank of Mathews, now Mathews Memorial Library, center right, survived the blaze.

FILE PHOTO

This image from the early 1900s shows many of the structures that burned in the 1921 fire.SEE HOMEGROWN HEROES, PAGE 15C



Y M C K

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 9, 2021	 	 GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL  15C

3905 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Hayes, VA
(across from Susanna Wesley United Methodist Church)

757-707-0266
www.pruittauto.com

THANK Y
OU!

Gerald L. Andrews          

Andrews Funeral Home & Crematory
7192 Main Street, Gloucester, VA     804-693-2366

www.andrewsfuneralservices.com

MMAATTHHEEWWSS  PPHHAARRMMAACCYY
LLyynneettttee  GGlloocckknneerr,,  PPPPLL

1100885588  BBUUCCKKLLEEYY  HHAALLLL  RRDD..,,  MMAATTHHEEWWSS                804-725-2556 

Thank 
You
and 

We Appreciate
Your Dedication!

C DW CC..WW..  DDaavviiss
PPaavviinngg,,  IInncc..

YYoouurr  hhoommeettoowwnn  ccoonnttrraaccttoorr  wwiitthh  oovveerr  
4400  yyeeaarrss  ooff  eexxppeerriieennccee  iinn  bbootthh  
ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  &&  rreessiiddeennttiiaall  wwoorrkk

We specialize in commercial entrances, site
work, water & sewer, tar and gravel and 
manufacture the oonnllyy virgin mix asphalt.
CCllaassss  AA  CCoonnttrraaccttoorr                        LLiicceennsseedd  &&  IInnssuurreedd
For a free estimate call 880044--664422--55556622  

Thank You For Your Undying Support!

­804-693-2300­­
www.kenhoutzchevrolet.com­­

Proud Supporters

of the Middle Peninsula’s

FIRST RESPONDERS
Since 1982!!Free Estimates • Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Our trucks are treated for bed bugs after every move
Daryl Lackey
Cell 757-871-7295 4826 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy.
Office 804-824-9360 Hayes, VA 23072
Email: daryl@wemovevirginia.com           www.WeMoveVirginia.com

I Support
First

Responders!

TThhaannkk  
yyoouu!!

ILLUSTRATION COURTESY MARY ANN GILMAN

Catherine Marchant Freed’s map of the Mathews Court House area, showing the location of businesses affected by the 1921 fire.

When fighting fires was 
everyone’s job

The legendary “bucket brigade” saved a local school-
house in the early years of the 20th century.

The Mathews Journal of Feb. 14, 1907 contained this 
brief report from the community of Mobjack: “Friday 
about eleven o’clock there came near being a very se-
rious conflagration at our village school. People around 
were attracted by the violent ringing of the school bell. 
Fortunately the usual crowd was gathered at the post of-
fice waiting for the mail, a bucket brigade was formed, 
and ten or twelve men responded promptly to the call 
and soon had the fire under control without any great 
damage to the building which was repaired at once.”

How to create an 
effective fire safety plan
(Metro) While fire can pro-

vide warmth and safety, it 
also can cause immediate 
and significant damage that 
can uproot lives and devas-
tate homes. Because fire is 
such a formidable foe, it’s im-
perative that people from all 
walks of life have a fire safety 
plan.

How quickly fire can spread 
may surprise some people. 
The Grand Traverse Metro 
Fire Department says that in 
the average two-story home 
fire, fire ignites in 30 sec-

onds, smoke pours into most 
rooms by 2.5 minutes, and 
roughly 4.5 minutes after the 
fire has ignited, flames can be 
visible from the exterior of a 
house. Temperatures inside 
can grow from 190°F to more 
than 1400°F in two minutes.

Planning is critical
When fires ignite, time is 

of the essence to make a 
fast evacuation. Unfortu-
nately, panic may set in and 
people may not know how to 
act when under such acute 
stress. That’s why planning 
for the event of fire can pro-
vide families with the infor-
mation they need to evacuate 
safely. Evacuation plans and 
drills should be established 
and practiced frequently 
so that getting out alive be-
comes second nature. 

Find two ways out. Look 
at your home’s layout and 
identify two ways out of ev-
ery room, if possible. Walk 
around the house in each 
room and practice what to 
do if a fire broke out in that 
space, offers Safe Kids World-
wide.

Choose an outside meet-
ing place. Establish a spot to 
meet a safe distance in front 
of the home where everyone 
can gather after they’ve got-
ten out safely.

Assign help to those with 
mobility issues. Elderly 
adults, infants or young chil-
dren may have difficulty es-
caping on their own. Plan a 
buddy system.

Check fire protection. Be 
sure that there is a working 
smoke alarm in every bed-
room and on every level of 
the house.

Drop it low. Heat and 
smoke rise and escaping on 
hands and knees is essential 
for survival. Practice several 
times a year. Conduct a fire 
drill a few times each year, 
and choose a different es-
cape route each time. 

store of L. M. Callis across 
the street was saved only 
by being kept saturated with 
wet blankets. The plate glass 
front was cracked by the 
heat.” The Journal noted the 
next week that “Inadvertently 
the editor neglected to men-

tion in his last issue the work 
done by the ladies during the 
fire. They fought fire, carried 
water and helped move out 
the contents of the threat-
ened buildings with admira-
ble pluck and perseverance.”

Destroyed were numerous 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14C)

HOMEGROWN HEROES:  Fighting a big fire before organized firefighting arrived here

buildings and offices, accord-
ing to the Gazette, includ-
ing “Jarvis & Pugh’s store, 

Mathews Drug Co.’s store, R. 
W. Foster’s store, The Post 
Office, Farmers and Fisher-

mens Bank, Green & Hurst 
grocery store, James H. Hurst 
residence, Garage and black-

smith shop owned by Mrs. V. 
E. Davis.”
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MILLER’S SEPTIC
SERVICE, INC.
FFOORR  PPRROOMMPPTT  SSEERRVVIICCEE  CCAALLLL
669933--22007755  OORR  775588--44331144

880044--443388--55552244
James L. Miller Jr., President 11723 Harcum Road
James L. Miller III, Vice President  Gloucester, VA 23061

THANKS TO ALL THE FIRST RESPONDERS!

TTHHAANNKK  YYOOUU
FFIIRRSSTT

RREESSPPOONNDDEERRSS

Mathews Insurance Agency, Inc.

“It’s a bad policy not to
have a good one.”

mia07@verizon.net

Box 7 Mathews, Va. Phone: 725-2113

804-824-6936
HUDGINS PHARMACY BUILDING

256 MAIN STREET
MATHEWS, VA 23109

VENDOR SPACE AVAILABLE

Thank  you 
for your 

service & sacrifice:
Veterans, 

Active Military 
with a special thanks

to my daughter 
Jillian Genduso PO2

Sincere thanks to all the members of
the 

Mathews Volunteer Fire Department 
Mathews Volunteer Rescue Squad 

and 
all the branches of our Armed Forces

We honor you and your service and
the freedom we enjoy every day! 

Linwood A Burton II
Vice President Real Estate

Investment / Planning / REO Development / Construction
Wetlands Sales / Leasing / Property Management

4029 Ironbound Rd, STE 100 
Williamsburg VA 23188 

(757) 220-2874 / (757) 871-5579 Cell
burton@bushcos.com

804-505-1017 
302 Main Street

Mathews

SEAMLESS GUTTER
Gutter Guard
5” & 6” Gutters

Residential & Commercial
Licensed & Insured

804-725-1812
Rappahannock Restoration & Repair Inc.
Be Sure To Check Your Foundation for Dampness

www.seamlessguttersmathews.com

Thank You 
For Your
Sacrifice

Mathews Lawn & Garden, Inc.

Ricky Tomlinson
Hardwood Mulch • Propane • Non-Ethanol Gas

P.O. Box 314 804-725-5555
9306 Buckley Hall Rd. Fax 804-725-0905
Mathews, VA 23109                        E-mail: mathewslawn@live.com

Never Forget: A timeline of the events of the morning of Sept. 11, 2001
(METRO) On the morning 

of Sept. 11, 2001, 19 terrorists 
hijacked four commercial air-
planes bound for California. 
The planes departed from 
airports in Boston; Newark, 
N.J.; and Washington, D.C.

September 11 would be-
come an infamous date in 
American and world history, 
and the events of that day 
would forever change the 
world. As the world com-
memorates the 20th anniver-
sary of 9/11, the following 
timeline, courtesy of the Na-
tional September 11 Memo-

rial & Museum in New York 
City, can help people fully 
understand how events un-
folded on that late-summer 
morning two decades ago.

—5:45 a.m.: Two of the hi-
jackers pass through security 
at Portland International Air-
port in Maine. The men will 
take a short flight to Boston 
Logan International Airport, 
where they will join three 
other hijackers and board 
American Airlines Flight 11.

—6 a.m.: Two of the hi-
jacked planes, American 
Airlines Flight 11 and United 

Airlines Flight 175, will even-
tually crash into the North 
and South Towers of the 
World Trade Center com-
plex in New York City. The 
day was a significant one on 
the New York City political 
calendar, as polling stations 
opened at 6 a.m. for primary 
elections.

—7:59 a.m.: American Air-
lines Flight 11 takes off from 
Boston with 11 crew mem-
bers, 76 passengers and 
five hijackers on board. The 
plane, which will eventually 
crash into the North tower 
at the World Trade Center, is 
filled with more than 76,000 
pounds of fuel.

 —8:15 a.m.: United Airlines 
Flight 175 takes off from Bos-
ton with nine crew members, 
51 passengers, and five hi-
jackers on board. This flight 
also is loaded with 76,000 
pounds of fuel.

—8:19 a.m.: American Air-
lines ground personnel are 
alerted by flight attendant 
Betty Ann Ong that Flight 11 
is being hijacked. This call 
lasts roughly 25 minutes and 
Ong reports that the cockpit 
is unreachable. In the mo-
ments before Ong’s call, one 
of the hijackers stabbed Dan-
iel M. Lewin, who was sitting 
in front of him in first class. 
Lewin is likely the first per-
son killed in the 9/11 attacks.

—8:20 a.m.: American Air-
lines Flight 77 takes off from 
Washington Dulles Interna-
tional Airport. The flight has 
49,900 pounds of fuel and is 
carrying six crew members, 
53 passengers and five hi-
jackers.

—8:21 a.m.: The transpon-
der on Flight 11 is turned off. 
This device is meant to allow 
air traffic controllers to iden-
tify and monitor the flight 
path of a plane.

—8:24 a.m.: One of the hi-
jackers of Flight 11 unwit-
tingly broadcasts a message 
to air traffic controllers alert-
ing them to the attacks. The 
hijacker was attempting to 
communicate with passen-
gers and crew within the 
cabin.

—8:30 a.m.: Around this 
time, roughly 80 people 
have already begun gather-
ing on the 106th floor of the 
North Tower of the World 
Trade Center for a financial 
technology conference. The 
conference is one of many 
events on the Trade Center 
schedule that day.

—8:37 a.m.: The Boston Air 
Traffic Control Center alerts 
the military that a hijacking 
is underway. 

—8:42 a.m.: United Air-
lines Flight 93 takes off from 
Newark International Air-
port. The flight was due to 
take off at roughly the same 
time as the other hijacked 
planes, but was delayed due 
to routine traffic. Seven crew 
members, 33 passengers and 
four hijackers are on board. 
The flight is filled with 48,700 
pounds of fuel.

—8:46 a.m.: Five hijackers 
crash Flight 11 into floors 93 
through 99 of the North Tow-
er of the World Trade Center. 
Hundreds, including every-
one on board the flight, are 
killed instantly. The crash 
severs all three emergency 
stairwells, trapping hun-
dreds of people above the 
91st floor.

—8:46 a.m.: Police, para-
medics and firefighters are 
sent to the North Tower.

—8:50 a.m.: While visiting 
an elementary school in Flor-
ida, U.S. President George W. 
Bush is notified that a small 
plane has hit the North Tow-
er. 

—8:52 a.m.: A flight atten-
dant aboard Flight 175 reach-
es a United Airlines operator 
in San Francisco and reports 
the flight is being hijacked. 
By 9 a.m., various passen-
gers on Flight 175 have called 
family members.

—8:55 a.m.: The Port Au-
thority informs people inside 
the South Tower via a pub-
lic address system that the 
building is secure and there 
is no need to evacuate.

—8:59 a.m.: The Port Au-
thority Police Department 
orders both towers evacuat-
ed. One minute later Captain 
Anthony Whitaker expands 
the order to include all ci-
vilians in the entire World 
Trade Center complex.

—9:02 a.m.: An evacuation 
order is broadcast in the 

South Tower.
—9:03 a.m.: Five hijackers 

crash Flight 175 into floors 
77 through 85 of the South 
Tower. All onboard the flight 
are killed, as are an unknown 
number of people inside the 
building. Two of the three 
emergency stairwells are im-
passable and most elevator 
cables are severed, trapping 
many people above the im-
pact zone and inside eleva-
tor cars.

—9:03 a.m.: A second call 
for mobilization brings the 
total number of New York 
City Police Department offi-
cers responding to the scene 
to roughly 2,000. In addition, 
the FDNY issues a fifth alarm 
and deploys several hundred 
additional firefighters to the 
scene. 

—9:05 a.m.: President Bush 
is informed that a second 
plane has crashed into the 
World Trade Center.

—9:12 a.m.: Flight atten-
dant Renee A. May calls her 
mother and tells her that hi-
jackers have seized control 
of Flight 77. When May’s call 
is disconnected, she calls 
American Airlines.

—9:30 a.m.: Amidst re-
ports of additional hijacked 
planes, the Mayor’s Office of 
Emergency Management at 7 
World Trade Center is evacu-
ated.

—9:37 a.m.: Hijackers crash 
Flight 77 into the Pentagon. 
All 53 passengers and six 
crew members perish, and 
125 military and civilian per-
sonnel on the ground are 
killed in the fire caused by 
the crash.

—9:42 a.m.: The Federal 
Aviation Administration 
grounds all flights, ordering 
all civilian planes in United 
States airspace to land. De-
partures also are prohibited.

—9:45 a.m.: Evacuations 
at the White House and the 
U.S. Capitol begin. Both the 
House of Representatives 
and Senate are in session at 
the time the evacuation be-
gins.

—9:58 a.m.: Flight 93 is fly-
ing so low to the ground that 
passenger Edward P. Felt is 
able to reach an emergency 
911 operator in Westmore-
land County, Pennsylvania. 

—9:59 a.m.: The South Tow-
er collapses after burning for 
56 minutes. The tower col-
lapses in just 10 seconds.

—9:59 a.m.: Continuity-of-
government procedures are 
implemented for the first 
known time in American his-
tory.

—10:03 a.m.: Four hijack-
ers crash Flight 93 into a field 
near the town of Shanks-
ville, Pennsylvania. All 33 
passengers and seven crew 
members on board perish. 
Passengers and crew had 
stormed the cockpit, and the 

plane ultimately crashes just 
20 minutes’ flying time from 
Washington, D.C.

—10:15 a.m.: The E Ring of 
the Pentagon collapses.

—10:28 a.m.: The North 
Tower collapses after burn-
ing for 102 minutes. More 
than 1,600 people are killed 
as a result of the attack on 
the North Tower.

—11:02 a.m.: New York City 
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani urg-
es the evacuation of lower 
Manhattan. 

—12:16 p.m.: The last flight 
still in the air above the 
continental United States 
lands. Within two and a half 
hours, U.S. airspace has been 
cleared of roughly 4,500 com-
mercial and general aviation 
planes.
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and 
Rescue Volunteers
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$______________ is enclosed
Name:________________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
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email (optional)__________________________

Please mail tax-deductible checks to above address of your choice
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Memorials serve as reminder of that fateful day
The nation remembers

Across the United States, the people will re-
member on Saturday the terrorist attacks of 
September 11, 2001: the planes, the victims, 
the sites … and the unforgettable sights and 
sounds of that terrible day.

Fitting memorials at each crash site will 
serve to remind us in generations to come of 
the day that America came under attack.

World Trade Center site
Among the more indelible images to emerge 

on September 11, 2001 was the sight of two 
planes crashing into the North and South 
Towers of the World Trade Center. Still pho-
tos and video footage of those planes flying 
into the Twin Towers were the first images of 
the attacks many Americans saw, and no one 
who watched events unfold that morning will 
ever forget those images. 

Though both the North and South Towers 
fell on that day, today the site where each 
tower once stood is a serene retreat in the 
bustling lower Manhattan neighborhood that 
was shaken to its core on the day of the at-
tacks. The 9/11 Memorial was designed by ar-
chitect Michael Arad and landscape architect 
Peter Walker. The 9/11 Memorial and Museum 
notes that Arad and Walker’s proposal was 
chosen in a design competition that featured 
5,201 submissions from 63 countries.

The 9/11 Memorial is located on the west-
ern side of the formal World Trade Center 
where the Twin Towers once stood. Two enor-
mous reflecting pools are part of the Memo-
rial Plaza, which is where the North and South 
Towers once stood. The pools feature the two 
largest man-made waterfalls in North Ameri-
ca. Around the edges of the pools, the names 
of people who were killed in the 9/11 attacks 
in New York, the Pentagon, on Flight 93, and in 
the 1993 bombing at the World Trade Center 
are etched in bronze.

In recognition of the crash sites, 400 swamp 
white oak trees were selected from nurseries 
located in New York, Pennsylvania and near 
Washington, D.C. These trees are located 
throughout the Memorial Plaza, providing a 
peaceful respite separate from the surround-
ing city. The Memorial Plaza also includes 
one Callery pear tree. That tree was discov-
ered at Ground Zero weeks after the attacks 
and it was severely damaged. The tree, now 
known as the Survivor Tree, was nursed back 
to health by members of the New York City 
Parks and Recreation Department and re-
turned to the World Trade Center site in 2010, 
where it still stands as an enduring symbol of 
resilience and perseverance.

The 9/11 Memorial in New York City is free 
and open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. More 

information about the 9/11 Memorial and the 
9/11 Memorial and Museum can be found at 
www.911memorial.org. 

Pentagon site
Airlines Flight 77 into the Pentagon in Arling-

ton County, Virginia. All 53 passengers and six 
crew members perished in the crash, and an 
additional 125 military and civilian personnel 
on the ground were killed in the fire caused 
by At 9:37 a.m. on September 11, 2001, five hi-
jackers crashed American the crash.

The hijacking of Flight 77 was part of the 
broader attack on 9/11, which remains the 
deadliest terrorist attack in world history. 
The Pentagon Memorial was created to honor 
the 184 people whose lives were lost at the 
Pentagon on 9/11, as well as their families 
and all those who sacrifice to protect and pre-
serve the freedom of Americans.

The design of the Pentagon Memorial was 
developed by architects Julie Beckman and 
Keith Kaseman. Their design was chosen 
from 1,100 submissions.

The Pentagon Memorial sits on two acres of 
land just outside where Flight 77 struck the 

building. The memorial includes 184 benches 
that are dedicated to each of the victims. The 
benches are organized in a timeline of their 
ages, stretching from the youngest victim, 
3-year-old Dana Falkenberg, to the oldest, 
71-year-old John Yamnicky. Each bench is en-
graved with a victim’s name and arches over 
a shallow reflecting pool of water, lit from 
below. The benches for the passengers who 
were aboard the plane at the time of the crash 
are positioned so visitors will face the sky 
when reading the victim’s name. The benches 
dedicated to the victims who were inside the 
building are positioned so their names and 
the Pentagon are in the same view.

A curved wall known as the Age Wall also 
is a significant part of the memorial. The wall 
increases in height from 3 inches to 71 inches 
to represent the ages of the victims.

Eighty-five paperbark maple trees were 
clustered throughout the memorial, and 
these trees feature foliage that changes to 
orange and red each fall. The trees will even-
tually grow to 30 feet, providing a canopy of 
shade over the memorial.

The Pentagon Memorial is free and open 
seven days a week year-round, though visi-
tors are urged to contact the Memorial in 
advance due to potential restrictions or clo-
sures related to the COVID-19 pandemic. More 
information about the Memorial is available 
at https://washington.org/find-dc-listings/
national-911-pentagon-memorial.  

Flight 93 site
At 10:03 a.m. on September 11, 2001, the last 

of four planes that were hijacked earlier that 
morning crashed into a field near the town 
of Shanksville, Pennsylvania. The people be-
hind the 9/11 attacks later claimed the hijack-
ers who commandeered the plane intended 
to crash it into the U.S. Capitol Building in 

Washington, D.C., but passengers and crew 
stormed the cockpit, prompting the hijackers 
to crash the plane into the field, which is less 
than 20 minutes’ flying time to Washington, 
D.C.

The efforts of passengers and crew on-
board Flight 93 were nothing short of heroic. 
Though everyone aboard the flight perished 
in the crash, the attack on the U.S. Capitol 
was thwarted, saving untold number of lives. 
All passengers and crew on board Flight 93 
were awarded a Congressional Gold Medal on 
September 11, 2014.

The Flight 93 National Memorial is located 
in Stonycreek Township in Somerset County, 
Pennsylvania, roughly two miles north of 
Shanksville. The memorial was opened to 
family members of the victims on September 
10, 2015, and is now open to the public seven 
days a week, 365 days a year, from sunrise to 
sunset, though visitors are urged to contact 
the Memorial in advance due to potential re-
strictions or closures related to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

In September 2005, the Flight 93 Advisory 
Commission, which included family members 
of the victims as well as design and art profes-
sionals and community and national leaders, 
chose a design proposal submitted by Paul 
Murdoch Architects and Nelson Byrd Woltz 
Architects from among 1,100 entries.

The Flight 93 National Memorial includes 
the Tower of Voices, a 93-foot-tall musical in-
strument that holds 40 wind chimes, one to 
represent each of the 40 passengers and crew 
members who perished in the crash. The tow-
er is located on an oval concrete plaza that 
includes two curved concrete benches facing 
the opening of the tower. The tower is sur-
rounded by concentric rings of white pines 
and deciduous plantings. A live webcam of 
the Tower of Voices can be viewed at https://
www.flight93friends.org/plan-your-visit/web-
cams.

Visitors to the Flight 93 National Memorial 
also can visit the Memorial Plaza. The Memo-
rial Plaza features the Wall of Names, which is 
made up of 40 white polished marble stones 
inscribed with the names of the passengers 
and crew who were aboard Flight 93 on 9/11. 
The Memorial Plaza extends one-quarter mile 
alongside the area where Flight 93 crashed. 
Visitors can walk along the Memorial Plaza 
and view the impact site, including a grove of 
eastern hemlock trees that were damaged by 
the crash. A gap in the tree line is still visible 
and serves as a lasting scar of the crash.

More information about the Flight 93 Na-
tional Memorial is available at https://www.
nps.gov/flni/planyourvisit/index.htm.
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loveyourwater.net Call 804-693-8981
Authorized Independent Kinetico Dealer 1-800-476-4426

Greg Thayer, Owner
5222 George Washington Memorial Highway, Gloucester, VA 23061

Thanks to all our First Responders 
for your Service!

Any Kinetico Water System
6 and 12 months same as cash with approved credit!

Expires 11/30/21

Free water analysis. 
Not only are we your local authorized independent 

Kinetico dealer, we also service all makes and models
of water treatment equipment!

*ROTTEN EGG SMELL? *  IRON STAINS? 
* ARE YOU TIRED OF HARD WATER?
CALL US TODAY!  WE CAN HELP!

Praise for the First Responders Everywhere!

Leanne Hester
Realtor®

804-694-7427

Randi Snyder
Realtor®

757-593-5477

Elissa Hester
Realtor®

804-832-4720

An Award Winning Team of  Realtors who work together to bring  you
superior experience, knowledge & skills. Experts on
a large range of  properties to include: residential

properties, land sales, investors, rentals, foreclosures,
waterfront homes, farms and more.  

11801 Canon Boulevard, Suite 100, Newport News, VA 23606

The Hester Real Estate Team

Country Cuts
8309 Buckley Hall Rd., Rt. 198

P.O. Box 236
Hudgins, VA 23076

804-725-7588
Robin H. Dehoux • Charles Ingram • Robin S. Dehoux

Remembering the words of President Bush after 9/11
The president’s speech

On the evening of Septem-
ber 11, 2001, United States 
President George W. Bush ad-
dressed a nation that earlier 
that day witnessed the deadli-
est terrorist attacks in world 
history. 

That morning, hijackers 
took control of four airplanes, 
ultimately crashing two into 
the Twin Towers at the World 
Trade Center in New York City 
and another into the Pentagon 
in Washington, D.C. A fourth 
hijacked plane crashed in a 
field near the town of Shanks-
ville, Pennsylvania, after pas-
sengers and crew attempted 
to regain control of the plane 
from the hijackers. All pas-
sengers and crew on board all 

four flights died on September 
11, and thousands of others 
on the ground lost their lives 
that day as well. 

It was under those condi-
tions that President Bush de-
livered the following speech 
to a shaken nation.

Good evening. Today, our 
fellow citizens, our way of life, 
our very freedom came under 
attack in a series of deliberate 
and deadly terrorist acts. The 
victims were in airplanes, or in 
their offices; secretaries, busi-
nessmen and women, military 
and federal workers; moms 
and dads, friends and neigh-
bors. Thousands of lives were 
suddenly ended by evil, despi-

cable acts of terror.
The pictures of airplanes fly-

ing into buildings, fires burn-
ing, huge structures collapsing, 
have filled us with disbelief, 
terrible sadness, and a quiet, 
unyielding anger. These acts of 
mass murder were intended to 
frighten our nation into chaos 
and retreat. But they have 
failed; our country is strong.

A great people has been 
moved to defend a great na-
tion. Terrorist attacks can 
shake the foundations of our 
biggest buildings, but they can-
not touch the foundation of 
America. These acts shattered 
steel, but they cannot dent the 
steel of American resolve.

America was targeted for at-
tack because we’re the bright-
est beacon for freedom and 
opportunity in the world. And 
no one will keep that light from 
shining.

Today, our nation saw evil, 
the very worst of human na-
ture. And we responded with 
the best of America—with the 
daring of our rescue workers, 
with the caring for strangers 
and neighbors who came to 
give blood and help in any way 
they could.

Immediately following the 
first attack, I implemented our 
government’s emergency re-
sponse plans. Our military is 
powerful, and it’s prepared. 
Our emergency teams are 
working in New York City and 
Washington, D.C., to help with 
local rescue efforts.

Our first priority is to get 
help to those who have been 
injured, and to take every pre-
caution to protect our citizens 
at home and around the world 
from further attacks. 

The functions of our govern-
ment continue without inter-
ruption. Federal agencies in 
Washington which had to be 
evacuated today are reopening 
for essential personnel tonight, 
and will be open for business 
tomorrow. Our financial insti-
tutions remain strong, and the 

American economy will be 
open for business, as well.

The search is underway for 
those who are behind these 
evil acts. I’ve directed the full 
resources of our intelligence 
and law enforcement commu-
nities to find those responsible 
and to bring them to justice. 
We will make no distinction 
between the terrorists who 
committed these acts and those 
who harbor them.

I appreciate so very much 
the members of Congress who 
have joined me in strongly con-
demning these attacks. And on 
behalf of the American people, 
I thank the many world leaders 
who have called to offer their 
condolences and assistance.

America and our friends and 
allies join with all those who 
want peace and security in the 
world, and we stand together to 
win the war against terrorism. 
Tonight, I ask for your prayers 
for all those who grieve, for the 
children whose worlds have 
been shattered, for all whose 
sense of safety and security 
has been threatened. And I 
pray they will be comforted by 
a power greater than any of 
us, spoken through the ages in 
Psalm 23: ‘Even though I walk 
through the valley of the shad-
ow of death, I fear no evil, for 
You are with me.’

This is a day when all Ameri-
cans from every walk of life 
unite in our resolve for justice 
and peace. America has stood 

down enemies before, and we 
will do so this time. None of us 
will ever forget this day. Yet, 
we go forward to defend free-
dom and all that is good and 
just in our world.

Thank you. Good night, and 
God bless America.

How to honor first 
responders

(METRO) This Saturday 
marks the 20th anniversary 
of the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 
The attacks on Sept. 11, 2001 
remain the deadliest terror at-
tacks in world history, claim-
ing more than 2,900 lives and 
causing countless injuries and 
long-term health problems for 
tens of thousands of civilians 
and first responders.

The 20th anniversary of 
9/11 will no doubt evoke re-
sponses that span the emo-
tional spectrum. Sadness may 
dominate such responses, but 
the anniversary of 9/11 also 
is a great time to reflect on 
the efforts of first respond-
ers. First responders played 
a vital role on 9/11, and many 
lost their lives and/or suffered 
long-term health consequenc-
es resulting from their selfless 
efforts to save innocent vic-
tims of the attacks.

In the two decades since the 
9/11 attacks, first respond-
ers have continued to make 
countless sacrifices to ensure 
their communities are safe 
and peaceful places to call 
home. The 20th anniversary 
of 9/11 is a great time to rec-
ognize the efforts of first re-
sponders and honor them for 
all they do.

—Donate to local fire de-
partments. According to the 
U.S. Fire Administration, 54 
percent of active firefighting 
personnel are volunteers. 
Many of those volunteer fire-
fighters work for underfunded 
departments that are in need 
of financial support. Donating 
to such departments is a great 
way to show first responders 
how much their efforts are 
appreciated. Donations may 
be used to purchase new 
equipment, upgrade existing 
facilities, provide vital train-
ing, and/or improve response 
times, the latter of which can 
increase the likelihood that 
firefighters make it through 
calls safe and sound.

—Back legislation to sup-
port wounded first respond-
ers. Many first responders 
suffer significant mental and 
physical injuries while on 
the job. Various nonprofit 
organizations help wounded 
first responders who may 
need to make modifications 
to their homes or purchase 
costly equipment to get 
through their daily lives. But 
nonprofit organizations can-
not go it alone in support of 
wounded first responders. 
Citizens can do their part by 
promoting and voting for lo-
cal, state and national legis-
lation that makes it easy for 
wounded first responders to 
get the help they need, when 
they need it. In addition to 
urging local politicians to 
support such legislation, pri-
vate citizens can utilize social 
media to promote proposals 
and other efforts to support 
wounded first responders. 
Many 9/11 first responders 
are still fighting for govern-
ment-backed support to treat 
injuries suffered 20 years ago, 
and a vocal citizenry can be a 
strong asset in their fight and 
the fight of countless others 

in need of help.
—Commit to supporting 

first responders year-round. 
The 20th anniversary of 
9/11 will call attention to 
the efforts of first respond-
ers on that day 20 years 
ago as well as the countless 
times since then that these 
brave men and women 
have served their commu-
nities. But first responders 
deserve vocal, year-round 
support. Make a concerted 
effort to thank policemen, 
firefighters, EMTs, nurses, 
and doctors in your com-
munity whenever you inter-
act with them, and urge oth-
ers to follow suit.

First responders play a 
vital role in communities 
across the globe. The 20th 
anniversary of 9/11 can 
serve as a catalyst for com-
munities to express their 
support for first respond-
ers.
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